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The 1777 farm and homestead of Reverend Moses 
Sweat will become the new headquarters of the 
Mousam Way Land Trust following a bequest of 100 
acres of land and the historic home located on lower 
School St. The bequest was made by Virginia Hurd 
Morin, a Sanford native who passed away earlier this 
year at the age of 99. The gift of the properties was 
unexpected, according to Bud Johnston, President of 
the Land Trust. 

Mrs. Morin also provided one million dollars in a  
stewardship fund for the maintenance of Land Trust 
properties.  In announcing this gift, Dr. Johnston said, 
“We are extremely pleased that Virginia recognized 
our accomplishments and decided, without our 
knowledge, to pass this property into our keeping.  
The house and barn will be renovated to serve as our 
operation center.  The land will be, in her words, ‘a 
green space to be known as the Louise Virginia Hurd 
Morin Preserve for the benefit of wildlife and nature lovers.’” 

Dr. Johnston went on to say, “The planning process for this property is just beginning and will take several months to complete before 
much of anything is done here. At some point in the future, an open house will be held so people can learn what we have planned.” He said 
work will begin soon on clearing a walking trail through the property. 

The house needs repairs, including chimney work and a septic system. The barn needs 
extensive work, but it is hoped it can become much-needed storage for the Land Trust’s 
equipment. 

Mrs. Morin was the daughter of Charles and Delma Hurd and a 1941 graduate of Sanford 
High School. Her father worked as a weaver in the plush mill before opening a radio store 
on Main St., where the Salvation Army is located now. Brian Desrochers, who took care of 
the property for Mrs. Hurd, said she and her husband moved to Connecticut after the mills 
closed and Sanford’s economy took a downturn. They later returned to Sanford and 
moved in to the Sweat homestead to care for his parents in their declining years. 

Mr. Desrochers remembered Mrs. Morin as a lover of nature and wildlife who would not 
allow him to trim trees or shrubs, and insisted that a fence remain unrepaired so that deer 
could cross through her front yard. He said she was a kind and loving person who cared 
for several family members, and always had interesting stories to tell. 

Rev. Moses Sweat was pastor of the first Congregational Church in Sanford and ministered 
to the flock there for 36 years, until his death from tuberculosis in 1822. 

The Mousam Way Land Trust is a small conservancy of volunteers who manage about 
1,200 acres of land in the Sanford region.  They also operate a community garden for those 
who lack growing space or funds to grow their own food. 

Historic Sweat Homestead to Become Land Trust’s New HQ 
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Miss Getting the News Every Week? 

Although the paper edition of the Sanford 
Springvale News is now published monthly, we 
still send out an email newsletter every Sunday 

with the Community Calendar, Meeting Reports,  
School News and much more. Sign up on our 

website at sanfordspringvalenews.com. 
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Goodall Library to Receive $3 Million For Expansion 

The staff of the Goodall Library announced December 27 that thanks 
to joint efforts from US Representative Chellie Pingree, Senator    
Susan Collins, and Senator Angus King, the Library will receive $3 
million in federal funds to renovate and expand the building to     
better serve the community. 

The new addition will add 1,354 square feet to the library’s floor 
plan, and will include a new entrance on Elm St., as well as an         
expansion of both floors of the building on the side facing the 
Goodall Mansion property. 

Highlights of the renovation and expansion plan include: 

• A drive-thru window, inspired by the curbside service offered 
during the pandemic. The exit will be right-turn only onto Main 
St. 

• A young adults area. A new Young Adult Advisory Board which 
includes high school students will help inform the services that 
are offered here. 

• Quiet study/meeting rooms for individuals and small groups. 
Large windows will make the space visible to staff. 

• A community room with a kitchenette and a dedicated exit, to 
allow it to be used by groups during off hours. The room will be 
able to be divided to accommodate two functions at once. 

• A new entrance and circulation desk with a circular design that 
allows staff to greet patrons as they enter, while maintaining 
access and visibility to the rest of the floor. 

• A fenced outdoor reading area, with benches, tables and          
umbrellas. 

• An office for the Literacy Volunteers of Greater Sanford 

• Extensive restoration work to the original portion of the          
building, including repointing the bricks and replacing some.  

The Library was also the recipient of a bequest from a local estate 
this year earmarked for the expansion. Between the federal funding, 
the bequest and the Library’s fundraising efforts, they hope to have 
enough to complete the renovations. They should know for sure 
after meeting with the architect in January. 

“We are elated to have this wonderful news to give to our                
community!" said Library Director Chip Schrader. "With the new 
construction, Louis B. Goodall Memorial Library will not only be able 
to expand our space to better serve our patrons; we will be able to 

expand the specialized services we provide to patrons and local   
organizations in a way that will enhance the livelihoods of our         
community members,” he added. 

Library Notes 
Sam’s book Club at the Springvale Library will be discussing The 
Time Traveler’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger on Wednesday, January 
4 at 5:30 pm. Copies of the book are available now. 

Goodall Library will be opening at 9:00 am Monday through    
Saturday beginning January 3. 

Goodall will also have guinea pigs visiting the Children's Room! 
Winnie and Wilbur will visit for part of the week and their schedule 
will be posted on their habitat. Patrons of all ages are encouraged 
to visit with them, read books to them, and learn about these           
delightful little piggies. They are mostly hypoallergenic and can't 
wait to meet you! If you would like to donate any food, toys, litter, 
or other items to Winnie and Wilbur's library home, please email 
our Assistant Director Nicole at nbowley@lbgoodall.org.   

Win Big in the Music Boosters Raffle! 
The students and parents of the Sanford Schools Music Department 
have arranged an amazing fundraiser – a raffle with over $3,300 in 
possible prizes and up to 38 chances to win for every entry! 

Prizes will be drawn each day in February and there are also some 
days with TWO prizes, and even BONUS prizes!  

Each day has a different theme. For example: every Wednesday the 
winner will win Breakfast, Lunch AND Dinner at a local restaurant! 
Saturdays: Get Outta Town! Mondays: Movie night! 

There are prizes for all tastes: Rock Climbing, Axe Throwing,     
Paddle Boarding, Massage Therapy, Live Theater Shows, Ropes 
Courses, Delicious Meals, Pizza Parties, Bowling, Gaming Shops, 
Fresh Chocolate, Donuts! One winner will even get $125 in cash! 

Tickets are only $10 each or 3 for $20. Entries that win are always 
put back in the draw box, so you could win multiple times! Last day 
to purchase tickets is January 27th! 

To purchase tickets send a check to: Sanford Music Boosters, PO 
Box 732, Sanford, ME 04073, or see your local band student. For 
more information, go to facebook.com/SHSMusicBoosters/. 
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Special Events This Month 
Smitty’s Cinema will host a Family Movie Day on Sunday, 
January 8, with 50% of all ticket proceeds going to benefit 
Sanford Soccer. Attendee’s names will also be entered into a 
gift basket drawing. 

Smitty’s also has a fun Rockstar Bingo event coming up on 
Thursday, January 12 at 7 pm. Instead of numbers, you hear 
music from the 80's, 90's, and 2K's. Guess the correct song 
and dab it! Challenge your partner or group and rock out to 
famous and iconic songs with a little friendly competition. 
Prizes for Bingo winners as well as hidden prizes and prizes 
for cool Bingo player names too! This is a free event with no 
charge for admission or to play. (Online service fee does 
apply if reserving seats ahead of time using the website  
reservation system. No fees for walk-ins.) Full menu is    
available. Open to all ages including children. 

On Saturday January 14th @ 2pm, Maine explorer and    
author Ed Webster will be at Goodall Library presenting his 
fascinating program "Everest: The Hard Way." He will 
share stories and photos of his trip up Mt. Everest with no 
Sherpas, no radios, and no oxygen. He will also bring a few 
copies of books he has written on his adventures for        
purchase. Free snacks will be provided.  

No Clue: An Improvised Murder Mystery comes to Nasson 
Little  Theatre on Saturday, January 14 at 8 pm. Based on the 
classic board game and film you know and love, No Clue is a 
puzzling and hilarious whodunit thriller made up                  
completely on the spot by the Stranger Than Fiction Improv 
& Comedy troupe, with the help of audience suggestions. 
Don’t miss this one! Get tickets at                                             
nassonevents.ticketleap.com or call 207-324-5657. 

Neil Berg’s 100 Years of Broadway hits the stage at the 
Sanford Performing Arts Center on Saturday, January 21 at 7 
pm. Celebrated composer Neil Berg brings his company of 
five Broadway stars to Maine for an evening filled with mel-
odies from the greatest shows of all time. 100 Years Of 
Broadway recreates great moments from the finest shows of 
the century featuring the actual stars of shows such as The 
Phantom of the Opera, Les Miserables, Cats, Jesus Christ 
Superstar, and Jekyll & Hyde. Get more info and tickets at 
sanfordpac.org/broadway/. 

The Sanford Rotary Club’s January Thaw Fundraiser is 
happening Monday, January 23 from 5:30 to 8 pm at Kai 
Asian Fusion in Springvale. Tickets are $30 and include a full 
buffet plus one signature drink. Please bring a canned good 
and/or warm winter wear such as hats or mittens. All           
donations and proceeds benefit the Mental Health Unit of 
the Sanford Police Department in their work with Sanford’s 
unhoused population.  

More Things To Do 
For Kids:  
Sanford Recreation has Wee Ones Sports for ages 4-6 starting January 11. 
An 8-week Mad Science program for grades K-4 also begins January 11. 
High School students (and adults) can play volleyball at Margaret Chase 
School on Monday evenings (except January 2) from 7-9 pm. Visit                 
sanfordrec.com for more info. 

At Springvale Library: Baby Rhyme Time, for kids under 3, Mondays at 10 
am (except Jan. 16). Story Time, Fridays at 10 for ages 3-6. Lego Builders 
Club Mondays at 3:30 pm for ages 3-13. The Winter Reading Program for 
kids age 2-13 has bundles of books, puzzles and activities. Kids who finish 
three bundles earn a prize and a book! The Library also has passes to the 
Children’s Museum and Theater of Maine in Portland. 

At Goodall Library: On Tuesdays, Baby/Toddler Rhyme Time at 10:30 
and Pre-K Story Time for ages 3-6. The Winter Reading Program is open 
to all ages. 

For Adults:  
Sanford Recreation: Sanford is mad for Pickleball! There are many          
opportunities to play at Veterans Memorial Gym weekday mornings, some 
evenings and Sundays. Email Roger Huppe at rphuppe@gmail.com to get 
started. Line Dancing for seniors is held at Veterans Memorial Gym on 
Wednesday mornings at 11. Adult Drop-in Basketball at the Gym is held 
Monday Nights from 7 to 9. Visit sanfordrec.com for more info. 

Indoor Walking is held evenings at Veterans Memorial Gym Mon/Tue/
Wed/Fri and at the Willard Building Mon-Thurs. Prefer to walk outdoors? 
Sanford has many miles of trails, open year-round. Visit the Sanford Trails 
website at bit.ly/sanford-rec-trails, the Mousam Way Land Trust site at 
mousamwaylandtrust.org, or the Sanford Community Forest page at 
3rlt.org/Sanford-community-forest/ to learn more. Snow making it hard to 
access the trails? The Springvale Library has snowshoes you can check out! 

If nightlife is more your thing, Mill Towne Tavern has trivia on Tuesdays 
and cornhole on Wednesdays. Back Street Sanford has live music on 
Thursdays and Fridays. Hungry? Warm up with a Cajun Haddock Sandwich 
at Springvale Publick House or a Barbecue Burrito at El Mexicano. And 
you know Third Alarm Diner is ALWAYS open! 

Learn a new craft at Sanford Community Adult Education with some great 
courses starting in January, including basic soapmaking, beginner crochet 
and quilting, pottery and recycled paper making. You could also learn to the 
play the ukulele or get hooked on fly fishing! Want to get stronger in 2023? 
Yoga starts January 18. More organized? There’s a class on Taming the      
To-Do List January 30. Visit sanfordlearns.org for all the details. 

Out of town: Goodall Library has passes to the Portland Museum of Art 
and the Maine Maritime Museum in Bath. 

   Community Calendar       

Community Meals 
The free Matthew Meal hosted by St. The re se Parish is moving to a new 
location this month. It will be held Tuesday, January 10 from 5:30 to 6:30 
pm in the St. Thomas School Cafe , 69 North Ave.  

Third Thursday Free Supper is held each month at the North Parish 
Church, 893 Main St., from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. This month’s Supper is set for 
January 19. 

A free lunch is available at Sunset Tower each Tuesday and Thursday at 
noon. 

Wednesday Night Bite at Curtis Lake Church, Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

Free Community Meal at New Beginnings Christian Church, Thursdays at 
5:00 pm 

Blood Drives 
• Thursday, January 5 from 9 am to 3 pm at City Hall 

• Tuesday, January 16 from noon to 5 pm at Nasson Community Center 

• Monday, January 23 from noon to 5 pm at the North Parish Church 
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City Council Meeting Notes 

State Economy: At the December 6 meeting, City Manager Steven 
Buck reported that the State Revenue Forecasting Committee is  
projecting an additional $282.8 million in tax receipts for the current 
biennium ending in June 2023, and an additional $488.6 million for 
the 2023-25 biennium. The amount of revenue sharing that will 
come to Sanford has not yet been estimated, but “it will definitely 
have a positive impact on the City’s receipts,” he said. 

Ordinance Amendments: The Council approved amendments to 
three existing ordinances, which were requested by the Police     
Department.  

• The Sanford Drug-Free Zone ordinance was amended to add 
Central Park, Blouin Field, Witham Fields and Memorial Gym to 
the Drug-Free Zone. 

• The Smoking and Tobacco Use ordinance was amended to add 
those same locations to the list of places where smoking and 
tobacco use are prohibited. 

• The Parks, Schools, Malls and Cemeteries ordinance was 
amended to prohibit erection or construction of permanent or 
temporary shelters including tents and tarps, except as a          
sunshade. Violators are subject to removal from the property 
and issued a criminal trespass notice. 

Knox Boxes: The Council approved a new ordinance to require any 
building having three or more units to have a Knox box installed, 
and the keys made available to the Fire Department. (A Knox box is a 
small safe containing keys to the building and individual units.) Any 
apartment complex that has more than one building shall have a 
Knox box installed on each building. The Fire Department requested 
this ordinance to help them access buildings quickly and safely  
without damaging the building. Property owners have one year to 
comply with the new ordinance. 

Orioles Way: The Council approved accepting Orioles Way as a City 
street, which means the City will take over maintenance and provide 
trash pickup. The homes on the street have all been built and are 
fully occupied, bringing in more than $75,000 in total tax revenue 
each year. Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy noted that this subdivision 
was the last one that was approved with City acceptance planned, 
and that developers are now instructed to assume a homeowner’s 

association will be required to take over maintenance. 

Overnight Parking: There was lengthy discussion on proposed 
amendments to the Unlawful Parking ordinance that would prohibit 
commercial vehicles, tractors, trailers, boats, campers/recreational 
vehicles, ATVs, snowmobiles, or unregistered vehicles from parking 
all-night on any public way. Amendments to this effect have been 
debated by City Council Subcommittees before, but members have 
not been able to come to consensus. Mr. Buck said there was new 
urgency to pass an amendment following an issue with a camper 
that was parked on North St. this summer with people living in it. It 
was only able to be addressed because it was unregistered for six 
months. The proposed amendments include the following: 

• No motor vehicle or towed unit may be parked on a public way 
or City owned property unless it is registered. 

• The prohibition against sleeping for more than four hours in a 
vehicle is clarified to include campers, trailers, other types of 
towed units or combinations thereof. 

• Campers, trailers and towed units may not park overnight on a 
public way or City property without a permit from the Police 
Department. Overnight is defined as four or more consecutive 
hours between 11:00 pm and 5:00 am. 

• Commercial vehicles (which are already prohibited from over-
night parking, but not defined) are defined as those having a 
gross weight of more than 10,000 lbs, or 26,001 lbs with a 
towed unit; buses; or used for transporting hazardous           
materials. 

Mr. Buck, Ms. Herlihy and Councilor Becky Brink advocated passage 
of the amendments, saying that City streets are meant for             
transportation, but that too many people are using them for free 
storage of recreational vehicles. Councilor Bob Stackpole agreed, 
adding that the cost of ownership also includes responsibility to take 
care of and store the vehicles. The damage done to City streets by 
oversized vehicles, and safety are other concerns. 

Councilors Michael Termath and Jonathan Martell were opposed to 
the amendments, saying that people should not have to get                  
permission for occasional overnight parking of trailers or RVs, and 
that the process for obtaining permission 

Continued on page 8 
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Marching Band: At the School Committee's December 5 meeting, 
Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson welcomed Sanford High 
School Band Director Hailey Francoeur and members of the     
Marching Band up to the podium to speak about their season and 
gold medal win at the Maine Band Directors’ Association finals in 
October. The band includes students from several area schools as 
well as SHS. The show, entitled “We Are Spartans,” focused on three 
central characteristics of a Spartan, which were discipline,            
persistence and strength, with recorded audio clips relating to    
Sanford’s history, and featured complex maneuvers by the band and 
color guard. Ms. Francoeur introduced the band’s three drum      
majors, Hannah Patterson, Charlotte Smith and Grayson Needham. 
School Committee members praised the hard work of all involved. 

Fall Varsity Sports Wrap Up: In Cross Country, individual         
members of the team qualified for regionals. The Football team   
advanced to the semifinals. Field Hockey made it to the quarterfi-
nals, where they lost to Gorham. The Boys Soccer team was awarded 
the Maine Principals’ Association Sportsmanship Award, voted by 
athletic directors, coaches and officials. The team had a new coach 
this year, Bill Puffer, who said the award speaks to the leadership 
from Captains John Paul Alexandre and Tyler LeBeuf. Girls Soccer 
hosted a home playoff game for the first time in many years, maybe 
ever. In only its fifth year, the Volleyball team advanced to the     
regional finals.  45 students were recognized as All-Academic, in-
cluding 16 members of the Girls Soccer team. Students have to have 
a grade point average of over 92 to qualify. 15 athletes achieved     
All-Conference recognition and 6 were on the All-State roster. Joel 
Morrison of the Boys Soccer team was named MVP of the Maine  
Soccer Coaches Senior Bowl, scoring all three goals in the game. 

Winter Athletics Preview: Athletic Director Zach Lemelin said at 
the Middle School, there will be three Boys Basketball teams with a 
total of 27 athletes participating; two Cheer teams with 26 athletes; 

and two Girls Basketball teams with 21 athletes. There will be a  
second season with a wrestling program beginning in February. At 
SHS, there will be three Boys Basketball teams with 27 athletes     
participating; 14 athletes on the Cheer team, two teams of Girls        
Basketball with 23 athletes; one athlete on the co-op Ice Hockey 
team; 17 on Indoor Track, the first time SHS has had its own team in 
recent memory; 11 athletes on the co-op Swim Team; and 35 boys 
and girls on the Wrestling team. The Unified Basketball team will 
begin in January. He said there will be over 50 home events this  
winter. WSSR streaming of all home games means that family      
members who live out of town can watch the games. The Red & 
White Foundation welcomes donations of food to sell at games. 

Pre-K: Assistant Superintendent Steve Bussiere gave an update on 
the observations of the Pre-K program by the Maine Department of 
Education. Two observers came and observed all the classes and met 
with administrators. The observers noted that many things are   
going well, including full enrollment with a short wait list, sufficient 
furniture and supplies, and logistics. Some of the things the program 
is working through include academic and behavioral challenges. 
Recommendations included getting families more involved; expand-
ing the role of art, music and physical education; and planning for 
the transition to Kindergarten. Overall, he said it was a positive visit. 

Scheduling: At the Committee's 12/19 meeting, four students who 
are enrolled in Advanced Placement classes at Sanford High School 
spoke during Public Comment time to express their concerns about 
the switch to a five-block schedule starting next year. As part of the 
change, AP classes will be reduced in length and will be held every 
other day instead of every day. The students’ concerns centered 
around not having enough class time to learn the material and    
complete the assignments. Chair Paula Cote responded by saying the 
decision was made after a very lengthy process with input from all 

 

Doreen M. Walker, 75, passed away on December 14, 2022 at Wentworth 
Douglass Hospital in Dover, NH. She was in the presence of family and             
surrounded by love. 

She was born on November 26, 1947 in Providence, RI, the daughter of 
Mary Garcia Goulart and Wilburn Turner. 

She was raised in Bristol, RI and graduated from Colt Memorial High School. 
Shortly thereafter she moved to Sanford, ME. 

Doreen was a great cook (her Portuguese dish peppers and chourico was 
the best) and she enjoyed crafting, traveling with her sister Sharon,               
gatherings with friends, her dog Daisy and loved her partner and family. 

She was a very kind and generous person with a great sense of humor who 
was loved by many. She will be greatly missed. 

Doreen was predeceased by her parents and her sister, Deborah Decosta. 
She is survived by her loving partner of 32 years, Douglas DeWitt, daughter 
Vanessa Walker and her partner Mike McNeilly, daughter Lynn Walker and 
her partner Dan McCready, her sisters Sharon Madeiro and Rebecca            
Elderkin, her granddaughters Krista Huston and Deanna Huston and her 
great-grandson Islan Burns, as well as many nieces, nephews, cousins and 
friends. 

A celebration of life will be held on Sunday, January 15th, 2023 from 1-4 PM 
at Autumn Green Funeral Home, 47 Oak Street, Alfred, ME 04002. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to AWS (Animal Welfare Society) 
in Doreen’s name at animalwelfaresociety.org/give/tribute-giving/ or by 
check to Animal Welfare Society, PO Box 43, West Kennebunk, ME 04094. 

Doreen M. Walker 

School Committee Meeting Notes 

Continued on page 6 
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Sanford’s Apartment Boom 
Sanford is set to see a big expansion in the number of market-rate 
rental housing units in 2023, with major building or renovation 
projects happening at both ends of town. The first new units to be 
available will be at the Sanford Pointe community, being expanded 
by Scarborough Woods LLC with three new buildings on Patriot 
Lane in South Sanford. 40 apartments, ranging from one to three 
bedrooms, are being constructed. The first apartments will be avail-
able in January 2023 and the rest by July. Applications are being 
accepted now – call Andrew Orkin at 207-934-7622 for a showing. 

Also in South Sanford, a new apartment building is going up behind 
McDonald’s near the roundabout. Austin Corner, being built by TPD 
Construction of Sanford, will include 16 two-bedroom and 8 one-
bedroom units. Visit tpdpropertymanagers.com for an application. 

In Springvale, the Planning Board recently granted preliminary   
approval to the redevelopment of the former Nasson dormitories off 
Summer St. Portland-based company GreenMars purchased the 
three buildings as well as some adjoining property, and will be    
remodeling them into 83 market-rate apartments. In addition to the 
Summer St. entrance, a new entrance will be constructed off King St. 
to divide the traffic flow. 

The developers are sensitive to the history of the property and plan 
to keep the original names – Fobes Hall, Hanscom Hall and Pryor-
Hussey Hall – as well as the midcentury modern look of the build-
ings. There is much to be done before final approval can be granted 
to the project, including approval of a contract zone to allow multi-
family housing, but GreenMars is already at work cleaning up the 
property and stabilizing the buildings before major work begins. 

Nate Green and Chris Marshall of GreenMars said they will provide 
public access through the 27-acre property to the Rail Trail behind 
it. Mary Hastings of the Growth Council said she is very enthusiastic 
about the project’s potential to be an economic driver for 
Springvale. 

stakeholders. She asked that students have patience and trust that 
the School Committee and administrators are working hard to    
provide the best educational opportunity for all students.  

Mr. Nelson gave an update on all the work that is being done in 
preparation for switching to the five-block schedule. Graduation 
requirement is being proposed to change from 25 credits to 27, but 
it would be phased in. Credits are being increased for some core 
subjects and decreased for electives. Prerequisites for AP courses 
are being planned. He said scheduling is a very complex operation, 
but the goal is to maximize opportunities for the greatest number of 
students. The proposal on graduation credits will come before the 
School Committee in January. 

Recognition: Mr. Nelson recognized outgoing Committee members 
John Roux and Jonathan Mapes for their service to the School      
District over the past ten years. He praised their dedication to all 
students from Pre-K to adult education, their leadership and             
contributions, and presented them with plaques. Special Education 
Director Stacey Bissell spoke about their support for the BRIDGE 
program and how much their visits meant to the students. Mr. Roux 
said he never expected to be on the Committee for ten years, and 
called it an awesome and educational experience. Mr. Mapes said 
although being on the School Committee was a Herculean job, it was 
the most rewarding volunteer work he has done. 

Budget: Mr. Nelson went over the draft schedule of budget        
workshops and hearings, which will kick off with the City Council’s 
budget goal setting workshop on January 10. Mr. Nelson is propos-
ing a full-day workshop for the School Committee on Saturday,    
January 21 to cover each of the articles that make up the expense 
side of the budget. Additional workshops will be held on Mondays 
through February 13, and on February 27 if necessary, to review the 
revenue side. The School Committee will vote to adopt the budget 
February 27, before it goes to the City Council for further review and 
public hearings. The referendum vote is scheduled for June 13. 

School Committee….continued from previous page. 
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News Notes 

Public Notice 
 

City of Sanford 
 
A Façade Grant is being offered by the City of Sanford to owners 
or tenants of commercial properties on Main Street, between 
Lebanon Street and Roberts Street. This is an incentive to           
improve the outside appearance of the downtown. The              
buildings must include a commercial space on the first floor. The 
maximum grant awarded is $25,000. A 25% minimum private 
investment match is required. This is a federally funded                 
program through the Department of Housing and Urban               
Development (HUD). Applications and Program Guidelines can 
be obtained on-line at https://sanfordgrowth.com/wp-content/
uploads/2022/12/2022-23-Sanford-Facade-Grant-Applicant-
Package.pdf, or picked-up at the Sanford Regional Economic 
Growth Council during regular business hours. 
 
Deadline for applications is January 31, 2023, 4 pm. Application 
may be mailed or dropped off to the Sanford Regional Economic 
Growth Council, 917 Main St, Sanford, Maine 04073. Please 
contact Mary Hastings at the Sanford Regional Economic 
Growth Council (207) 324-9155, or email                                         
mwhastings@sanfordmaine.org with any questions about this 
program. 

The Sanford Police Department announced some personnel 
changes this week. Deputy Chief Tim Strout has retired after 34 
years of service with the SPD. During his time on the force, he served 
as a detective, eradication agent, Corporal, Sergeant and Lieutenant 
before becoming Deputy Chief. He’s not going away though – DC 
Strout will be rejoining the Department in a civilian administrative 
role, which was planned as part of the SPD’s restructuring that the 
City Council approved in August. The SPD also welcomed Daniel 
Chenard, who will begin training as a patrol officer in January.     
Daniel has a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from USM. 

Gift Wrap: If you have leftover rolls of holiday gift wrap, don’t     
recycle it! The Sanford Backpack Program needs it for next year’s 
Boxes of Joy project. Email lori@strongersanford.org with your 
name and address and they will pick it up. 

Kennebunk Savings and Partners Bank each donated $10,000 to 
Caring Unlimited to make emergency repairs to the roof at its Tran-
sitional Housing Program here in Sanford.  The program provides 
safe, supportive housing to 11 families who are homeless due to 
domestic violence.  “We are fortunate to have such great community 
partners,” said Susan Giambalvo, Executive Director. “Without their 
immediate willingness to help, we risked significant damage to our 
property and the temporary loss of housing for families already 
working their way out of homelessness and to safety.”  

Scouts BSA Troop 327 is doing its second annual Christmas Tree 
Pickup Fundraiser. They work with a local business to reuse your 
discarded Christmas tree and turn it into wood chips. So don’t just 
toss that tree! For a $15 donation, repurpose it and help Troop 327 
get scouts to Florida Sea Base in 2024. Sign up at https://
form.jotform.com/213393699739071 and choose your pickup date 
of January 1, 8 or 15. Very important: all trees MUST be completely 
free of decorations and tinsel. Text 207-651-2142 or email                     
sanfordbsatroop327@gmail.com with any questions. 

Reverend Susan Murphy has joined the board of the Sanford 
Schools Legacy Foundation. Susan worked in education for 28 years 
before becoming an ordained Episcopal minister. After retiring as 
rector of St. George’s, she continued to be very involved in the     
Sanford community as a member of the Sanford Food Pantry Board 
of Directors and President of Strategies for a Stronger Sanford. 

McDougal Orchards was honored in December as one of the top 
three farms in the state providing the most fruits and vegetables to 
Maine families through the Electronic Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program. 

York County Senior College has announced its winter offerings, 
which are all being held via Zoom. The Gary Sullivan Lecture Series 
includes several interesting programs including Music of the 50s and 
60s, a speaker on the challenges facing the Maine lobster industry, 
and Maine poets reading their poems of the natural world. Pop-Up 
Courses include A Good Death and The Golden Age of Broadway. Go 
to yorkcountyseniorcollege.org for more information and to register. 

The St. Ignatius Gym and Convent will become the new campus of 
Sanford Christian Academy after the properties were purchased by 
Calvary Baptist Church in December. 

Some local businesses are moving! Fred’s Finds, which recently 
opened in Springvale, has moved to the old Raz’n Cash building at 
840 Main St. in Sanford. Maker’s Way Studio has closed its retail 
store at 6 Washington St. while they prepare to move to a new 
downtown location. The Tuesday Night group and classes will     
continue at the old location while the new one is being readied. 

The deadline to enter the Hanna Powell Memorial Piano          
Competition is January 13. The competition is open to pianists age 
15-30 who live or study in Maine. Cash prizes will be awarded. The 
event will be held at SPAC February 12. Get all the details at           
bit.ly/hanna-powell. 
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was not well enough defined. Councilor Termath would like to see 
more exceptions for people who have no other place to park their 
trailers or commercial vehicles. 

Councilor Hanselmann was initially opposed, but after hearing          
arguments from each side, was leaning more toward approval. 

After some further discussion, it was decided to hold a public           
hearing at the second Council meeting in January to get input from 
residents, then tweak the proposed amendments if necessary           
before bringing it back to the Council for a vote. 

Recognition: At the December 20 meeting, Deputy Mayor Herlihy 
and Mayor-Elect Becky Brink presented Mayor Anne-Marie 
Mastraccio with a Maine flag pin as a token of appreciation for her 
two years of  leadership. Ms. Herlihy read a proclamation               
recognizing Mayor Mastraccio for her years of service to the             
community on many boards and committees. 

Snowstorm: Mr. Buck said Public Works crews worked diligently 
during the mid-December storm to clear the roads of the heavy, 
wet snow. Unfortunately the City had to deal with many vehicles, 
trailers, dumpsters and other impediments which were parked on 
the City’s streets despite the parking ban. Police officers knocked 
on doors overnight to try to locate owners to move the vehicles 
before ticketing. He said the next storm will result in immediate 
towing of any illegally parked vehicles, which would include a $50 
fine in addition to towing and impoundment fees. He urged all resi-
dents to sign up for email and text notifications of winter parking 
bans and other notices from the City. To do so, go to the City’s web-
site at sanfordmaine.org and click E-Notify Alerts (on a 
smartphone, tap the arrow to the right of Public Notices to see it). 

Rail Trail: Twenty members of the public spoke to ask the Council 
to reconsider its decision to ban motorized vehicles from the     
section of the Rail Trail from Pleasant St. to the Lebanon line. Many 
said riding ATVs is their family’s favorite activity and that the    
hobby brings money into local businesses. Newly elected State  
Representative AnnMarie Fredericks asked for a hold on the ban 
while a focus group of stakeholders comes to a compromise on 
environmental issues and noise problems. “This action is some-
thing we can do better with,” she said. Samantha Hurley, Jeff Doiron 
and Aaron Hunter all said that ATVs are the only way for their      
family members with disabilities to access the trail. Matt Leggett, 
President of the Sanford ATV Club, pointed out that the Rail Trail 
Task Force came up with a policy that the Council approved in 
April, but there wasn’t sufficient time for the Club to get grants to 
do maintenance work or for the Police Department to get the 
equipment and training needed to enforce the policy before the 
season ended. He asked the Council to give the policy another 
chance for the City and the Club to work together to resolve issues. 

Later in the meeting, the Council discussed revising its decision to 
ban motorized vehicles from a portion of the Rail Trail. Councilor 
Jonathan Martell asked to reconsider the decision altogether. That 
motion failed 2-4, with Councilor Hanselmann joining him. She 
agreed with statements made by Mr. Leggett during Public             
Participation that the City didn’t give the Rail Trail policy enough of 
a chance. After lengthy discussion, the Council voted unanimously 
to revise the ban to apply to ATVs as defined by state law only,  
rather than all motorized vehicles. However, Councilors Brink and 
Stackpole indicated they felt the issue warranted further considera-
tion. Councilor Brink suggested having an environmental study 
done, as well as an engineer’s report on what it would cost to make 
the Trail more resistant to ATV damage. She said perhaps a weight 
limit on vehicles, or limiting the hours they can use the trail could 
be potential compromises. Mr. Buck clarified that, under state law, 
dirt bikes are ATVs, but snowmobiles are not. 

Snowmobiles: Under a separate line item, the Council voted to 
establish the dates that snowmobiles are allowed on the Rail Trail 
between Pleasant St. and the Lebanon line as December 1 to April 
1. ATVs with tracks can use the Trail during those dates if they are 
registered as snowmobiles. 

Police Department Historian: The Council voted to appoint Paul 

City Council….continued from page 4 Auger as Police Department Historian. This is a volunteer position. 
In addition to responding to requests for information on past   
members of the Police Department, he will be collecting                
information on current and new officers to create a “family tree” 
that can be kept updated. Police Chief Craig Andersen said the    
Department was recently contacted by the family of someone who 
served the SPD in the 1950s, and Mr. Auger did some research and 
was able to supply the family with documents and newspaper      
articles from the period. Mr. Auger is a former police officer who 
now works as a history teacher at Sanford High School. 

River St. Reconstruction: The Council voted to accept the bid from 
Levesque Excavation of Sanford for the reconstruction of River St. 
in 2023, which will be the eastern half of the Mousam Promenade 
Project. Public Works Director Matt Hill said Levesque’s bid was the 
lowest of the seven submitted at $2,260,000. He said the company 
has an excellent history with his department and he sincerely      
recommends them. Mayor Mastraccio agreed, saying they did a 
great job on the reconstruction of Berwick Ave. in the Westside 
Village project. 

Inspector: The Council voted to create an Engineering Field           
Inspector/Resident Engineer position within the Public Works  
Department. Mr. Hill stressed that the $40 million investment in 
Sanford roads over the next five years will require consistent and 
additional oversight. Mr. Buck added that hiring an inspector will 
cost less than contracting for outside inspection. The position will 
also include engineering duties that will benefit the city year-round. 

Municipal Meetings 
City Council: January 3 and 17 at City Hall 

City Council Budget Workshop: January 10 

School Committee: January 9 and 23 at City Hall 

Planning Board: January 4 and 18 at City Hall 

School Safety Info Night for Parents: January 19 at 6 pm at SPAC 


