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At the Public Safety Subcommittee meeting on November 22, Officer 
Colleen Adams of the Sanford Police Department’s Mental Health 
Unit introduced the SPD’s new comfort canine, six-month-old       
Winston. (The name Captain Smoochy was also considered.) She 
said police and dispatch personnel are at a higher risk of mental 
health issues due to the number of critical incidents they deal with. 
Once Winston is fully trained and certified as a Canine Good Citizen 
(CGC) through the American Kennel Club, he could be utilized in 
public as a comfort and aid during traumatic events, or in interac-
tions with children, as well as being a stress reliever for the SPD. 

The CGC certification is awarded after testing by an AKC-approved 
evaluator. To be certified as a CGC, a dog must be able to: 

• Calmly allow a friendly stranger to approach it and speak to the 
handler in a natural, everyday situation 

• Sit politely for petting without shyness or resentment 

• Welcome grooming and examination by a stranger such as a 
veterinarian or groomer 

• Walk loosely on a leash, being attentive and responsive to the 
handler 

• Walk through a crowd without shyness, resentment or over-
exuberance 

• Sit, lie down and stay as directed by the handler 

• Come when called 

• Behave politely around other dogs 

• Remain confident when faced with common distracting         
situations, such as a nearby jogger or bicycle rider 

• Maintain its training and good manners when separated from 
the handler for a few minutes 

The CGC certification is required as a prerequisite by some therapy 
dog organizations. 

Winston is a mixed breed dog who was surrendered to the SPD. The 
Sanford Police Association adopted him after everyone at SPD fell in 
love with him. Once they saw how calm and tranquil he was, even as 
a puppy, the immediate thought was that he could become a comfort 

or therapy dog for the officers and community. 

He goes home with Officer Adam Watson at night. Ofc. Watson said 
there are approximately 18 canine comfort dogs currently being 
used by New Hampshire Police Departments, and the idea is begin-
ning to catch on in Maine as well. The York PD is also getting a dog. 

Dispatcher Gabrielle Saucier, who previously worked as a dog          
trainer, is in charge of Winston’s training. She is working with him 
on basic obedience now, then he will move on to the CGC training. 

The Sanford Police Association has sponsored Winston and paid all 
of his vet bills. To date he has not cost the City anything. Police Chief 
Craig Andersen said the hope is that once his certification is         
complete and he is working with the public, Winston’s expenses will 
become part of the Department’s regular budget. 

Ofc. Adams reports that Winston is “a very, very good boy.” Chief 
Andersen added that rules have had to be put in place to prevent 
SPD personnel from dispensing too many dog treats. 

Meet Winston, the Sanford PD’s Future Comfort Canine 

Sewer Rates to Increase 9%, Staggered Over 18 Months 
At a public hearing held October 27, 2022, Sanford Sewerage District Superintendent 
Andre  Brousseau presented information on the need for a rate increase to sewerage  
district customers. 

Mr. Brousseau said that new legislation passed this year by the Maine Legislature             
prohibits any material derived from wastewater treatment from being reused on any 
land in the state of Maine. This is due to the presence of PFAS, manmade compounds also 
known as “forever chemicals.” 

The Sanford Sewerage District has been keeping rates down for the past several years by 
composting and then selling biosolids for beneficial reuse. That will no longer be allowed 
under the new law. The compost will have to be transported to a special landfill               
permitted to accept PFAS-contaminated material. The closest such landfill is at Juniper 
Hill in Orono. 

Increased costs related to disposal of the biosolids include transportation fees as well as 
tipping fees. Mr. Brousseau said that the District’s 2023 budget is projected to have a 
$295,717 shortfall due to these expenses. To cover the 
shortfall, he is proposing a 9% increase, phased in over Continued on page 8  
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Although the paper edition of the Sanford 
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with the Community Calendar, Meeting Reports,  
School News and much more. Sign up on our 

website at sanfordspringvalenews.com. 
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ATVs Banned From Most of the Sanford Rail Trail 

Motorized vehicles, including ATVs, snowmobiles and dirt bikes, will 
no longer be allowed to use the Rail Trail from Pleasant St. to the 
Lebanon town line, following a 4-3 decision by the City Council at its 
meeting on Tuesday, November 15. That represents about 75% of 
the Rail Trail through Sanford and Springvale. The Council also   
voted unanimously to revisit the decision annually. 

The discussion began with Parks and Rec Director Brady Lloyd   
giving a brief rundown of Rail Trail complaints received this season, 
which included multiple reports of people using the trail before 
opening day, speeding incidents by the Indian Ledge condos, a gate 
on Hanson Ridge Rd. which was bent and the lock broken, a family 
with young children on unregistered machines who wouldn’t yield 
to horses, and someone using the Vigue Trail to access the Rail Trail. 

Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio commented that she and Deputy 
Mayor Maura Herlihy rode their bikes on the trail early in the      
season. She said she was surprised at the amount of damage that has 
been done to the trail by motorized vehicles, while other trails that 
do not allow them access are pristine. 

Matthew Leggett, President of the Sanford ATV Club said his group is 
very willing to work on the trail or have it professionally graded. He 
talked about the money and time the Club has invested in                 
maintenance and repairs over the past few years, including $9,800 
this year to repair the area by Witham St. to cut down on the dust 
problem, and $16,000 two years ago near Deering Pond. He said the 
Club has a good relationship with the state as well as with Mr. Lloyd. 
In response to a question about riders from out of town, Mr. Leggett 
said his sense is that most of the complaints are due to the actions of 
local people who aren’t Club members. 

Several other members of the ATV Club spoke, including Dennis 
Jalbert, who said it would be difficult to keep ATVs off the trail if 
access is no longer allowed. He said other trails have already been 
shut down which would leave no place to ride legally in Sanford. 
Daniel Norwood said progress has been made and he asked that the 
Club be allowed to continue the work of education and community 
outreach. “We can’t do it if we are constantly threatened with loss of 
access,” he said. Guy Picard, Safety Officer for the Club said the   
Council should consider the economic benefit of the growing sport of 
off-roading. Bill Pickering, another Club member, added that there 
are a lot of positives for youth who are involved in it. 

Sanford resident Jeff Doiron, who owns JD’s Motor Sports in Alfred, 

said in his first year in business he has dealt with over 200 ATVs, but 
if they were banned from the trail it would crush his business.  

Lee Burnett of Cycle Sanford said the problems with the trail have 
been going on for years and he has learned in that time that there is 
no such thing as a multi-use trail. “Every trail they call a multi-use 
trail is really an ATV trail that others use with varying degrees of 
inconvenience and danger,” he said. He added that in his opinion the 
ATV Club is not equipped to do the kind of maintenance that is really 
necessary. “If you are going to maintain this for all kinds of users, the 
City has got to spend way, way, way more than they have been 
spending,” he said, because a surface that is acceptable to someone 
riding an ATV is not acceptable for walking or bike riding. 

Hazen Carpenter, who has been instrumental in the development of 
Sanford’s trail system over the past 30 years, said ATVs have their 
place, but not on the Rail Trail, and recommended the Club create 
their own trails. He added that the Rail Trail was developed to     
provide citizens a peaceful place to walk, jog, hike or horseback ride. 
He said that repairing all the damage to the trail would cost over 
$100,000, with $8,000 to $12,000 in yearly maintenance. He added 
that if motorized use is prohibited, he would like to see snowmobiles 
allowed, as the grooming enhances the trail in the wintertime. 

Deputy Mayor Herlihy said she respects the work of the Club, but 
doesn’t think the problem is about ridership. Instead, she believes 
the problems are due to the Trail going through the community, 
close to homes and through highly sensitive wildlife areas. She said 
the noise alone has a big negative impact on wildlife, and the       
damage to the trail is from the heavy weight of the ATVs. “There are 
plenty of places for ATVs to ride. Through the center of a dense  
community is not the place,” she said.  

Councilor Bob Stackpole asked if there is a speed that will not do 
damage. Kevin McKeon of the Trails Committee replied that speed is 
an issue, but the ATVs are getting bigger, and the weight alone and 
the dust they kick up is a larger problem, for wild animals as well as 
plants. He said when he moved to Sanford 40 years ago there were 
wildflowers growing all along the trail, which have since disap-
peared, because the grains of dust from ATVs are the same size as 
pollen, and keep the plants from reproducing. He also spoke about a 
great blue heron rookery that has been abandoned by the herons 
because of the noise. There were also egrets, rails, bitterns and other 
birds, which are gone now 

Continued on page 8 



Sanford Springvale News 3 December 2022 

 

Habitat For Humanity Building 
Homes in Sanford 

Press Release 

Habitat for Humanity York County will be building multiple 
homes in Sanford beginning in spring 2023. Habitat           
currently owns three parcels of land, purchased from the 
City of Sanford, that will support a minimum of five units. 
Habitat is excited to be working on infill lots to transform 
what was once a neighborhood liability into an affordable 
homeownership opportunity. 

Habitat anticipates opening the application process for a 
three-bedroom home in January 2023. The agency partners 
with York County households who show a demonstrated 
need for safe and affordable housing and have the ability to 
pay an affordable mortgage. Homes are constructed using 
volunteer labor, donated materials, and fundraising. Once 
the home is completed, the homeowners’ mortgage                
payments are reinvested in the program to support the  
construction of future Habitat for Humanity homes. 

Who is eligible for a Habitat home? Households living or 
working in York County whose annual incomes are up to 
60% of the area median income are typically eligible to  
purchase a Habitat home. If selected for a Habitat home, 
monthly mortgage payments will be no more than 28% of 
the household income. Habitat’s path to homeownership 
requires volunteering, educational classes, and willingness 
to partner with Habitat. 

If you are interested in learning more about Habitat for   
Humanity’s homeownership program or how to sponsor a 
home, please visit habitatyorkcounty.org, email                        
program@habitatyorkcounty.org or call 207-985-4850 with 
any questions. 

The City of Sanford 

Announces the Following 2023 Openings for Boards & Committees: 

• The Airport Advisory Committee has three openings: two each for a three-year term for a Sanford resident who may or may not hold a  
pilot’s certificate, and one for a three-year term for a Person who may or may not be a resident and holds a valid pilot’s certificate and           
operates an aircraft that is based at the Sanford Regional Airport. 

• The Planning Board has four openings, two each for a three-year term, one for a two-year term and one to fill an unexpired term for one 
year. 

• The Board of Appeals has one opening for a three-year term. 

• The Board of Assessment Review has one opening, for a three-year term. 

• The Land Bank Commission has one opening for a five-year term. 

• The Design Review Committee has two openings, each for a two-year term. 

• The Sanford Housing Authority Board of Commissioners has two openings for members at large, each for a three-year term. 

• The Recreation Advisory Board has six openings, each for a three-year term. 

• The Trails Committee has four openings, each for a three-year term. 

• A new Community Resilience Committee is being established to coordinate the community’s approach to increasing resilience to natural 
hazards and climate change impacts. The City is looking for five to seven members to serve two-year terms and will focus on coordination of 
planning, implementation, and monitoring of energy and resilience projects, with the committee as the primary point of contact to the State 
of Maine’s Community Resilience Partnership program. 

Applications and committee descriptions are available by contacting the City Manager’s office at (207) 324-9173 or by email at                           
sancommittees01@sanfordmaine.org, or by visiting the City’s website at www.sanfordmaine.org and looking under                                                              
Government/Boards & Committees. 

The deadline to submit applications is Thursday, December 15, 2022 at 5:30 PM.  Appointments will be made January 3, 2023. 

Please mail applications to: 

City of Sanford, Attn: Lorisa Ricketts, 919 Main Street, Sanford, ME 04073 

Or email to: sancommittees01@sanfordmaine.org  

“You Don’t Mess With Sanford”: 

Active Shooter Threat Response Praised 
On Tuesday, November 15, at 8:20 am, a call came in to the Sanford        
Regional Communications Center from someone claiming to be a teacher,              
reporting an active shooting at Sanford High School with five injured         
students. The call was eventually determined to be a hoax, but the threat 
was real to the students who were evacuated to Veterans Memorial Gym, 
and their parents who rushed to be reunited with them. Rumors spreading 
on social media fueled anxiety for the students and their families. 

Sanford Police and Fire Departments rushed to the scene, with the initial 
response just three minutes after the call was received. Members of the 
Southern Maine Special Response Team, a regional tactical unit that re-
sponds to emergency situations, happened to be training at the SPD at the 
time. Officers entered the building without hesitation and began the search. 

At the City Council meeting that evening, Sanford Police Chief Craig Ander-
sen praised the actions of all involved: “You have a great team…every team 
member of every agency that responded, of every municipal organization 
that works for you and this community, was outstanding.” He also praised 
the School Department and the SHS administrators who, unarmed and 
without knowing that the threat was false, escorted officers through the 
building, unlocking doors and sharing their knowledge of the facility. All 
students were evacuated from the building by 10:30 am, but it was just 
before noon when police finally determined that the school was safe. 

In addition to the SRT, every working member of the Police Department 
responded, as well as the Sanford Fire Department, State Police and first 
responders from other area departments including the York County            
Sheriff’s Department, North Berwick, South Berwick, Eliot, Wells, Ogunquit, 
Saco, Kennebunk and multiple federal agencies. 

Members of the City Council also praised the response to the incident. 
Councilor Becky Brink remarked on the patience of parents waiting in long 
lines to pick up their children at Memorial Gym, and on the students’ good 
behavior. “They had to sit there for hours and hours and yet there were no 
problems,” she said. She thanked everyone who came Continued on page 7 
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Holiday Performances at SPAC 
The Sanford Performing Arts Center has a wonderful lineup of 
shows in December. 

Holiday Pops! with the Strafford Wind Symphony, Saturday 
December 3 at 7:00 pm. You’ll feel the wonder of the season with 
this sparkling parade of favorite holiday songs the whole family 
will love! The 55-member Strafford Wind Symphony has earned a 
reputation of excellence in Southern Maine and Seacoast New 
Hampshire. The ensemble delivers sensational music with a           
professional flair. In addition to the Christmas classics, Dr. Morton 
Gold of Springvale will take the stage as guest conductor for his 
arrangement of the Hannukah song “We Kindle These Lights.”     
Tickets $10-$15. 

Portland Ballet’s Victorian Nutcracker, Saturday, December 10. 
After a successful debut on the SPAC stage last year, Portland Ballet 
returns with its holiday classic, A Victorian Nutcracker. A show for 
all ages, A Victorian Nutcracker retells the classic story of a young 
girl’s Christmas Eve dream, inspired by the gift of a mysterious 
nutcracker. Portland Ballet’s staging pulls characters from                
Portland’s past, set to Tchaikovsky’s timeless score. Come and  
witness playful battle scenes between toy soldiers and the Mouse 
King’s army, travel through the land of sweets to be dazzled by 
dancing snowflakes, and meet the Sugar Queen Fairy. Make                
Portland Ballet’s A Victorian Nutcracker a Sanford holiday tradi-
tion for you, your friends, and family! Two performances, at 2 pm 
and 7 pm. Tickets $35-$47. 

Incredible Hypnotist Richard Barker, December 31 at 7 pm. 
Ring in the New  Year with world-renowned celebrity hypnotist 
Richard Barker and his hilarious comedy hypnosis show. Richard 
has spent the last 20 years entertaining audiences with his show in 
nearly 40 countries and has performed on many television shows, 
including The Today Show and Entertainment Tonight. Clean, 
wholesome fun, appropriate for all ages. Tickets $23-$32. 

Tickets for all SPAC shows may be purchased at the door, online at                 
sanfordpac.org, or by calling the box office at 207-206-1126. SPAC 
is located within Sanford High School at 100 Alumni Blvd. 

More Christmas Music 
Christmas with Renaissance Voices, December 10, 7:30 pm,           
Sanford-Springvale Historical Museum. This 21 voice a cappella  
ensemble, under the direction of Harold Stover, will sing music from 
the 16th and 17th centuries. As is their custom, the singers will           
intersperse the music with readings appropriate to the season.           
Tickets $20 per adult, under 18 admitted free. Tickets are available 
at the door or email heastman@metrocast.net to reserve. The           
Museum is handicapped accessible. 

A Winter Afternoon on Shaker Hill with the Tri City Community 
Chorus, December 11, 1:30 pm, Notre Dame Chapel, 132 Shaker Hill 
Rd., Alfred. In celebration of Rose Sunday (Gaudete Sunday), a day 
set apart for the anticipation and celebration of the approaching 
feast of Christmas, the chorus will perform traditional Christmas 
music. Directed by Dr. Christian Giddings, The Tri City Community 
Chorus is an ensemble of dedicated singers from all walks of life. The 
chapel is handicap-accessible, and parking is ample and free.              
Admission is your free will donation, and all contributions will be 
given to York County Shelter Programs. 

Festive Fun 
4th Annual Spree of Trees, December 1, 4 – 7 pm, Veterans           
Memorial Gym Cafeteria (lower level), 678 Main St. There are over 
100 trees this year, plus 9 craft vendors! Free admission and free 
refreshments. Stroll through the decorated trees and take a chance 
on your favorites. If you can’t make it in person, you can also             
purchase raffle tickets for the tree(s) of your choice online at 
www.sanfordalumniassociation.org/spree-of-trees.html. This event 
supports the work of the Sanford Alumni Association. The Spree of 
Trees continues Friday from 4-8 pm, Saturday 10-5 and Sunday 9-
noon. 

Holly Daze Parade and Tree Lighting, December 2, 5:30 pm, 
downtown Sanford. The parade will begin at the intersection of  
Emery St. and Main St. and end at the Midtown Mall/Main St.              
Marketplace. The area around Central Park will be closed to traffic 
after the parade passes until shortly after the Tree Lighting, which 
will happen between 6:00 and 6:15 pm with the arrival of Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. 

Carols, Cookies & Cocoa, Sunday 12/4, 6:00 pm, Pleasant St. First 
Baptist Church, 10 Pleasant St., Springvale. All are welcome! 

Christmas Party, Thursday 12/8, 5-7 pm, Sanford-Springvale            
Historical Museum. Come celebrate the season with a performance 
by members of the SHS Chorus, directed by Jane Kirton, and all kinds 
of refreshments. Free and open to the public. 
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Photo Ops 
Christmoose With the Mainers, December 4, 11:00 am – 2:00 pm, 
917 Main St. Come on down to the team’s front office for profes-
sional photos with Broose and Boomer! 

Photos with Santa & Gift Wrapping Fundraiser, December 10, 11 
am – 1 pm, Goodall Library. Bring your kiddos to meet Santa, and 
your own phone or camera to take their photo with him for FREE! 
(If you do not have an adequate phone or camera to take photos, a 
library staff member will be happy to take one for you and email or 
text it to you instead.) First 50 kids get a free craft bag, adults can 
enter a raffle for some great prizes including a gas gift card, and 
snacks will be provided as well. Help your local library (and ease 
your holiday stress) by bringing any gifts you need wrapped as 
well! Volunteers can use paper you bring or our own supplies to 
wrap your holiday gifts for you for a donation to the library. Sug-
gested donations will vary based on the size and number of gifts 
you need wrapped. 

Goodwin House Open For Tours 
The Edmund E. Goodwin House is Open Saturdays in December, 
10 am – 1 pm. This historic 
home at 503 Main St. in 
Springvale village is decorated 
for the season and features toys 
galore from the  Historical    
Society’s collection. Children 
welcome. Admission is free but 
donations are gratefully          
accepted. The Historical            
Museum next door is also open 
through the winter, Fridays 
from 10 to 4 and Saturdays from 
10 to 1.  

 Special Events 
Wreaths Across America 2022, 12/17, noon, Southern Maine  
Veterans Memorial Cemetery. The public is welcome to the             
ceremony as each veteran’s grave is decorated with a wreath.        
Shuttle bus will be available from Sanford Pride Elementary School. 

A Child’s Christmas at Goodall Library, 12/17, 2-3 pm, Goodall 
Library. Children’s Librarian, Miss Lexi, will share one or two 
Christmas stories with the group, and then kids can each paint their 
own ornament to take home. Recommended for ages 4 and up. 
There will be festive music and delicious snacks, and a display of 
holiday books and movies you can check out. 

Shopping Opportunities 
Trafton Center Christmas  Craft Fair, December 3, 9 am—2 pm. 
There will be raffles and a bake sale as well. 

Christmas Market and Yard Sale, December 3, 11 am to 3 pm, 
Ferment Farm, 406 Hanson Ridge Rd., Springvale. Buy from local 
artisans. Crafts, dried flowers, Christmas cookies and warm drinks, 
artwork, Maine wreaths, unique gently used items and more for 
sale. Bad weather date: December 10. 

Troop 327 Holiday Shopping Bazaar, December 10, 9 am – 2 pm, 
Memorial Gym. 50 local crafters and artisans for all your holiday 
shopping needs. Bake sale too! 

Craft and Vendor Fair, December 10, 9 am – 3 pm, Crossroads 
United Methodist Church 
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News Notes 
In November, York County Commissioners held a ceremony to honor 
this year’s “Spirit of America” recipients. Individuals and/or             
organizations are nominated annually to receive this honor in  
recognition for their volunteerism to their local communities. This 
year there were 15 honorees from around York County. The late 
John Tuttle, Sanford City Councilor and State Representative, was 
among those honored. Commissioner Donna Ring presented the 
award to Ann Tuttle on her husband’s behalf. 

Wreaths Across America: On November 21, Rolling Thunder Chap-
ter 1 Maine announced that they were far short of the number of 
wreaths needed to decorate every veteran’s grave at the Southern 
Maine Veterans Cemetery this year, so they were instead going to 
put large wreaths at the section markers and monument locations. 
The Sanford business community immediately stepped up, and 
thanks to generous donations from Steve Cabana, Partners Bank, 
Town Square Realty, Sanford Flooring, Marc Motors, Cabana’s Auto 
Body and R. Pepin and Sons, they were able to reach the goal to hon-
or every veteran at the cemetery with a wreath. 

The academic winter term at Sanford Community Adult Education 
starts December 5. If you would like to complete your high school 
diploma or take your high school equivalency exam (HiSET), call 207
-490-5145, text 312-767-7223 or email adulted@sanford.org for 
more info, or go to sanfordlearns.org to register for the CASAS        
assessment to get your future started. 

Here’s one of the Frequently Asked Questions answered in the 
latest edition of the City of Sanford’s newsletter, Main Street Memo: 

Q: Why can’t we plant a pine tree in Central Park, so we don’t need 
to cut one down every year? 

A: The City has looked into the option. If we did so, the planted tree 
would be small for many years. We would continue to cut our      

Central Park Christmas Tree until the planted tree was the correct 
size. There would come a time when the planted tree would become 
too large or diseased and we needed to remove it from Central Park, 
restarting the process. Many of the trees that are currently cut are 
unwanted by the property owners, who request their removal. 

You can subscribe to the Main Street Memo on the City’s website at 
sanfordmaine.org. 

You may be wondering what these newly painted symbols in the 
Westside Village are, pictured below. They are called sharrows, or 
shared-lane markings. A sharrow is not a bike lane. It is meant to be 
used on streets where cyclists and drivers must ride in the same 
lane. (Neighborhood streets with speed limits under 35 mph.) The 
sharrow tells cyclists where to ride to avoid open car doors and  
vehicles passing too closely. They also alert motorists to watch for 
bicyclists sharing the lane. 
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More News Notes 
The three members of the City Council's Zoning Subcommittee dis-
cussed last week whether changes are needed to the City’s chicken 
ordinance following the amendment to the Maine constitution  
regarding food sovereignty. Councilor Jonathan Martell said he did 
not believe the City could regulate food animals that are not raised 
for commercial purposes. City Manager Steven Buck replied that 
local zoning ordinances still apply due to the impact on surrounding 
property owners. Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy said that people 
have a right to grow their own food, but have to meet the re-
strictions set forth by the City, pursuant to the home rule authority 
granted to municipalities. But both Ms. Herlihy and Councilor Bob 
Stackpole said they were open to amending the ordinance and re-
laxing some restrictions. After lengthy discussion, it was decided 
that an amendment will be drafted to allow chickens in the urban 
zone as long as setbacks and other provisions are met. Councilor 
Martell said that would be a step in the right direction, which would 
allow some residents to have chickens that currently are not            
allowed to. The draft will come back to the Subcommittee for review 
in December before being forwarded to the full Council. 

The Sanford Police Department has welcomed two new officers in 
the past few weeks. Michael Grenier is well known around town as 
the former chef and co-owner of the Welcome Home Diner. He also 
previously worked as a corrections officer for York County. Johnny 
Narvaez comes to the SPD from Florida where he served on the 
Seminole Police Dept. as well as the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office. 
A native of Brooklyn, NY, Ofc. Narvaez is the SPD’s first Latino         
officer. 

Sanford Parks and Recreation is offering deep discounts for a five
-week Ski and Ride program at Shawnee Peak's Pleasant Mountain. 
The cost is $195 for a lift ticket for five Sundays beginning January 
8. The deadline to register is December 14. Go to                                         
sanfordme.myrec.com for more information and to sign up. 

Public Hearing Notice 
 

Tuesday, December 20, 2022 6:00 PM 
 

City Council Meeting 
 

The Sanford City Council will open a public hearing to seek and 
receive comments on the following:  

• An application submitted by Pine Tree Maine 2, LLC, 22 
Smada Dr, Sanford, Maine, for a Renewal Adult Use Retail 
Cannabis Store License.  

The hearing will be conducted in person in the Sanford City 
Council Chambers and via remote video & teleconference at 
6:00 P.M. on the date above-referenced. Members of the public 
wishing to join the meeting by phone should dial 1 (929) 205-
6099 and use the meeting ID & Password provided in the link on 
the City of Sanford website calendar for the meeting date listed 
above: (www.sanfordmaine.org). 

Public comments may be submitted via email to                             
info@sanfordmaine.org in favor or against the requested            
license. 

TDD/TTY users may call local TTY number or 711. If you are 
physically unable to access any of the City’s programs or            
services, please call Lorisa Ricketts at (207) 324-9173 so that 
accommodations can be made. 
 
Date Posted: December 2, 2022 
Susan H. Cote, City Clerk 

to the Gym after the fact to help and voiced her pride in the City’s 
Fire, Police and School Departments. “When the police all zoomed 
into that building, I wish we could show that on television so people 
would know, you don’t mess with Sanford. Sanford is a community 
that sticks together and no matter what, we all step forward when 
we are called on to do something for our City.” 

Councilor Ayn Hanselmann called the response “impressive, amaz-
ing and inspiring.” She said the fear, worry and powerlessness that 
parents felt made the first hour feel like 24 hours, and said the City 
should look at its emergency planning to see how communications 
and onsite management of the Memorial Gym during an emergency 
can be improved. Councilor Michael Termath echoed her praise and 
pride: “Our community stepped up today big time…Sanford is the 
example of how a community comes together.” Councilor Jonathan 
Martell thanked the Police, Fire and School Departments for all the 
proactive work that has been done to prepare for an emergency. 

City Manager Steve Buck got emotional when discussing the day’s 
events. He especially thanked the Police Department. “When the call 
came…the entire Department emptied out and took that school by 
storm…they put their lives on the line today,” he said. 

The active shooter call in Sanford was the first of ten in Maine that 
morning. Michael Sauschuck, Maine’s Public Safety Commissioner, 
said all ten calls were made from the same phone number. The other 
affected schools were in Portland, Brunswick, Ellsworth, Houlton, 
Winslow, Wiscasset, Gardiner, Fort Fairfield and Rockland. The FBI 
is in charge of the investigation. 

The hoax call was made using something called VoIP, which stands 
for Voice Over Internet Protocol, a system for making phone calls 
over the internet which doesn’t display the caller’s phone number. 
Although the City of Sanford’s initial press release described the 
VoIP call as untraceable, many VoIPs can be traced using                        
investigative tools to which the FBI has access. 

Threat...continued from page 3 
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an 18-month period. Rates will increase 3% in January 2023, an-
other 3% in July 2023, and the final 3% in January 2024. 

He said the average family of four that keeps an eye on water usage 
uses 8,000 cubic feet of water a year, which equals 163.9 gallons 
per day. At the current rate of one cent per gallon, this works out to 
a quarterly bill of $175, which includes a $25 service charge. The 
same average family’s bill will increase to $179.60 per quarter in 
January 2023, $184.20 in July 2023 and $189 in January 2024. 

Some other examples: 

Someone who uses 2,000 cubic feet of water a year currently has a 
$63 quarterly bill. That will increase over the 18 months to $63.65, 
$64.80 and finally $66. 

A user of 4,000 cubic feet of water a year currently pays $100 quar-
terly. That bill will increase to $102.30 in January, $104.60 in July, 
and $107.00 in January 2024. 

Mr. Brousseau said rates for septage haulers will also increase by a 
penny a gallon. 

David Parent, Sanford Water District Supervisor, also spoke at the 
hearing and emphasized that these increases are impacting all  
water treatment operators in the state. “Andre  has done everything 
humanly possible to try and limit the impact,” he said, but “what is 
happening at the state level is beyond our control.” He noted that 
the legislation passed in Maine is by far the strictest regulation in 
the country. 

PFAS compounds were created by DuPont in the 1940s, and were 
first used on nonstick cookware. Since then, they have been used in 
many household products including clothing, food packaging,      
carpeting and cosmetics. The chemicals have gotten into our bodies 
and end up in our waste. Tests of tap water, military bases and 
industrial sites have found PFAS contamination in more than 2,854 
locations in all 50 states. Exposure to PFAS chemicals has been 
linked to cancer, thyroid disease and many other health problems. 

Sewer Rates….continued from page 1 

because they won’t nest in a noisy area. 

Councilor Jonathan Martell said he didn’t think enough time has 
been given to see how effective the policing of the trail can be. He 
thinks the City, the Trails Committee and the ATV Club should    
continue to work together. Councilor Michael Termath said the 
ATVs have a place in the community and “they bring money into 
what businesses we have left in Sanford.” He called ATVs a positive 
recreational activity just like jogging, and urged a compromise. 

Councilor Ayn Hanselmann said that although she personally     
dislikes ATVs, she has never had a bad interaction with one on the 
trails. She questioned which decision would provide the most            
opportunity to the community as a whole to use the Trail, while 
balancing wildlife issues. “There are folks in our community who 
can’t access the outdoors without motorized access. That feels          
important to me,” she said. Mayor Mastraccio said there are more 
people unhappy with ATVs on the trail than the complaints reflect. 
“People won’t complain because they are being targeted…or are just 
sick of calling the police,” she said. 

Councilor Stackpole said he wanted to find a way to vote for the 
ATVs because he considers it a legitimate form of recreation, but 
feels the situation is at an impasse because despite all the hard 
work done on both sides, “we are still in the same place.” 

The motion to prohibit motorized vehicles on the Rail Trail between 
Pleasant St. and the Lebanon town line passed 4-3, with Councilors 
Hanselmann, Termath and Martell in opposition. Councilor           
Stackpole then motioned to revisit the issue on an annual basis, and 
that passed unanimously. 

While the focus of the discussion was on ATVs, snowmobiles and 
dirt bikes are also motorized vehicles and therefore included in the 
prohibition. E-bikes are not generally considered motorized           
vehicles. It should be noted that the makeup of the City Council will 
change in 2023 and the close decision may be reversed. 

Rail Trail….continued from page 1 


