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At its meeting on November 1, the Sanford City Council approved a new, shorter route for this year’s 
Holly Daze Parade, as well as other changes to make the event safer for attendees. The parade is 
scheduled for Friday night, December 2, and will start at 5:30 pm, followed by the tree lighting in    
Central Park at around 6:15 pm. 

Possible changes to the route, or perhaps foregoing the parade altogether in favor of a bigger tree 
lighting ceremony, had been discussed at the Municipal Operations and Property Subcommittee last 
month. Police Chief Craig Andersen said then that having a nighttime parade is inherently dangerous, 
especially at rush hour on a Friday, and there have been some close calls in the past. The                       
Subcommittee asked the Parks and Recreation Department to get input from the Friends of Downtown 
regarding the event, which attracts large numbers of people to Main St. and Central Park. 

The Friends of Downtown suggested the shorter route, which would start at Emery St. instead of York 
St. as has been done in prior years. It will end as usual at the Midtown Mall/Main Street Marketplace. 
Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy, who has been involved with the parade for many years, said this would 
avoid the “horrific” traffic problem at McDonald’s/Dairy Queen. She said the parade is a great event for 
local businesses because people go out to eat afterward. 

Another change to make 
the event safer is that 
streets all around Central 
Park will be blocked off 
until after Santa and Mrs. 
Claus light the tree. In the 
past, roads were opened 
as soon as the parade 
was over and School St. 
was never fully blocked 
off. Parks and Recreation 
Director Brady Lloyd said 
the Public Works          
Department will have a 
dump truck or other 
large vehicle parked   
behind the barricade at 
the intersection of Main, 
Winter and Lebanon Sts. 
for added safety. 

All parade participants 
will be required to pay a 

Community Calendar 
11/5 Mingle Jingle 5K Run & 
Vendor Fair, Memorial Gym 

11/5 Annual Fall Fair, 9-1, 
Crossroads United Methodist Ch. 

11/5 Sam’s Book Club, 5:30 pm, 

Springvale Library 

11/7 School Committee, 6 pm 

11/7 Fall Athletic Awards, 6 
pm, SPAC 

11/8 Election Day 

11/8 Red Cross Blood Drive, 10 
am - 3 pm, City Hall 

11/8 Matthew Meal, 5:30-6:30 
pm, St. Ignatius Cafe  

11/9 Indian Cooking with 
Paramjeet Bawa, 5:30 pm, 
Springvale Library 

11/9 Jigsaw Puzzle Exchange, 6 
pm, Goodall Library 

11/10 Senior Food Mobile, 10-
11:30, Crossroads United      
Methodist Church 

11/11 Veterans Day Ceremony, 
11 am, Veterans Memorial Gym 

11/11 Thank You to Veterans, 
7 pm, Nasson Little Theatre 

11/12 Christmas Craft &      
Vendor Fair, 9-2, Sanford           
Christian Academy 

11/12 Harvest Dinner, 4:30—6 
pm, Sanford 1st Baptist Church 

11/12 Music for Cello & Piano, 
7:30 pm, Historical Museum 

11/13 Powder Puff Football, 
noon, Alumni Stadium 
See our website for more details:   
sanfordspringvalenews.com 

Paid Political Advertisement 

Holly Daze Parade Set for December 2 

SHS Marching Band Wins Gold! 
See story, page 3 

Continued on page 3 
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3 More Properties Adjudged to be Dangerous Buildings 

At its meeting on November 1, the Sanford City Council held         
hearings and adjudged three buildings in town to be Dangerous 
Buildings under state statute. The term Dangerous Buildings also 
includes properties that are found to be a public nuisance. 

The three properties are the single-family home at 19 Winter St., and 
commercial buildings at 1115 Main St. and 554 Main St. 

19 Winter St., which is owned by Mark Pombriant, has been vacant 
since a fire in 2006. Mr. Pombriant has been working to rehabilitate 
the home on and off since then. The water and electricity are on in 
the home and there is an open construction permit. The City has 
liens on the property for delinquent property taxes. Ian Houseal, 
Sanford’s Director of Community Development, showed photos to 
illustrate the condition of the home, which has some missing siding 
and boarded up doors and windows. “This is one of your main 
streets, this is what the public sees when they pass through Sanford 
on a daily basis,” he said. He said the determination of                        
dangerousness would lead to a rehab plan with deadlines to get the 
work finished. 

Mr. Pombriant appeared at the hearing and said the doors were 
boarded up to keep the home secure, but that he is there at least 
every other day. He said he already has a plan for the work which 
has been approved by the Code Enforcement Office, and the siding 
will be done within the next month. He said he would be willing to 
do what the City requires but “ask me, don’t order me.” He also        
expressed anger that it appeared someone had entered the home to 
take pictures, but City Manager Steve Buck said the photos of the 
interior were all taken through the windows. 

Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio said she is concerned at the length of 
time the project is taking. She said the Land Bank has had this             
property on its radar for a long time, but action has been put off to 
give Mr. Pombriant a chance to finish the work. “We thought it can 
no longer be ignored,” she said, “we want to have the entrance to our                     
community…be the beautiful house it can be.” Deputy Mayor Maura 
Herlihy said if the outside were completed, Mr. Pombriant could 
take his time with the inside. 

Councilor Ayn Hanselmann said she didn’t feel comfortable                  
adjudging this property as a Dangerous Building because it is not in 
the same serious condition as many of the others the Council has 
heard. Councilor Michael Termath agreed that he didn’t consider it 
to be Dangerous. Ultimately the Council voted to adjudge the home a 

Dangerous Building by a vote of 4-3, with Councilors Hanselmann, 
Termath and Jonathan Martell in opposition. 

The commercial building at 554 Main St. was formerly the Gate of 
Hope Holistic Center, but has been vacant for a few years. The water 
was turned off in April 2019. Mr. Houseal showed photos of the  
exterior, showing moisture damage and graffiti. The front was until 
very recently so overgrown that it was difficult to see the building. 
The property taxes are current but there is a balance owing to the 
Sanford Sewerage District of over $12,000. The owner, Evergreen 
Real Estate, has a purchase and sale agreement on the property, with 
closing expected to happen next month. The buyers, Joe and Sue 
Pierce of Precision Roofing, are excited to gut the building and           
remodel it to be the new headquarters for their business. Mr. 
Houseal said the Dangerous Buildings judgement would help                
facilitate that sale by holding the owner’s feet to the fire. The owner 
also joined the hearing by Zoom and said the balance due on the 
sewer would be paid at the closing. The Council voted unanimously 
to adjudge the property a Dangerous Building and order the              
nuisance abated. 

The other commercial building, 1115 Main St., is known as “the A-
frame” and was once a Getty station. More recently a vape shop was 
located there. It has been owned since 2013 by Sanford Plaza LLC, a 
Biddeford company. The property taxes are two years in arrears and 
the water has been off since 2020. The owner finally obtained a  
vacant building license on October 31, the day before the hearing. 
Mr. Houseal said there were a number of issues with the property 
including rust on the canopy which may indicate structural issues, 
and an open monitoring well from the gas station days. The most 
recent Notice of Violation issued by the City in September described 
damaged siding, broken windows, plant overgrowth and lack of 
maintenance. Fred Smith appeared at the hearing and said he had 
been hired by the owner to make repairs, clean up the property and 
cut the grass, which he did last week. He said the owner is not a  
native English speaker and may not have understood the                 
communications from the City. The Council voted unanimously to 
adjudge the property a Dangerous Building and order the nuisance 
abated. 

A fourth hearing was also held, on the 8-family home at 11 Kimball 
St., owned by Robert Flannery under the name Alton Rollinsford 

Continued on page 7 
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Midtown Mall is Now  

Main Street Marketplace 
The Midtown Mall has a new name! At its meeting November 1, the 
City Council approved changing the name to the Main Street           
Marketplace, which was proposed by Partners Bank as part of the 
effort to update and upscale the image of Sanford's primary            
downtown shopping area. New granite signs, which have been         
approved by the Site Plan Review Committee and the Design Review 
Committee, will be installed at the Main St. and Washington St.           
entrances. The signs will be eight feet long and 42 inches high, with 
eight inch lettering. City Manager Steven Buck said the areas where 
the new signs will be placed will not be impacted by the RAISE Grant 
reconstruction of downtown, which is scheduled to begin in 2026. 
Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio thanked Partners Bank for donating 
the signs and installation.  

Not all members of the Council were in favor of the changes.            
Councilor Michael Termath said the current name and sign are part 
of Sanford’s history. He added that the entire Mall needs a facelift 
and suggested the City “have the owner remodel the whole center.”  

Councilor Ayn Hanselmann responded that the City does not own 
the buildings, only the parking lot, so has limited ability to make 
change. She said a small step like changing a sign or opening a new 
store can get people thinking in a more positive light, which can lead 
to greater changes.  

Councilor Jonathan Martell said he was not a fan of the name change, 
and suggested Sanford Marketplace as an alternative.  

The Council approved the name change and signs by a vote of 5-2, 
with Councilors Termath and Martell in opposition. 

The signs will be made and installed by Heritage Memorials.  

SHS Marching Band Wins Gold 
Sanford High School’s Marching Band took home a Gold Medal for 
their performance at the Maine Band Director Association’s Finals 
on October 29, in Biddeford. The band’s production was entitled 
“We Are Spartans” and tied the traits of the ancient Spartan            
Warriors to the character of the City the band represents.           
Sanford’s proud Director of Bands, Hailey Francoeur, said this is 
only the third time in the band’s history that it has achieved gold. 

Composed of almost 50 students from both Sanford High and         
Middle Schools, and also Massabesic, Kennebunk and Noble High 
Schools, this year’s band represents some of the best of our             
region’s young people who have been working long, hard hours 
since August; pushing themselves to excel physically, mentally and 
musically to prepare for this moment. 

Their efforts paid off with the appreciation of the audience, the 
event judges and even Sanford’s first responders, who surprised 
the students with a rousing, triumphal return to town including a 
police and fire escort down Main Street. The students and staff 
offer their sincere thanks to them for that wonderful memory and 
also, of course, their deepest appreciation to all the parents, family 
and friends who have supported them throughout the season. 

$25 registration fee and agree to have people walking along the 
route if they want to distribute candy. 

Mr. Lloyd said Parks and Rec is still looking for the Christmas Tree 
for Central Park. He encouraged anyone with a large tree they 
would like to donate to contact Parks and Rec at 207-324-9130. He 
would like to generate a list of possible future trees as well. 

Holly Daze…continued from page 1 
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The City Council met November 1, with all members present. 

Councilor Jonathan Martell motioned to amend the minutes of the 
October 18 regular meeting to reflect that the meeting was abruptly 
adjourned by Mayor Mastraccio without opportunity for other  
members of the Council to object. The amendment failed by a vote of 
2-5, with Councilor Michael Termath joining Councilor Martell. The 
minutes were then approved without amendment by a vote of 5-2. 

Airport Application: City Manager Steven Buck reported that         
Airport Manager Allison Navia has filed a new application for         
funding from the Federal Aviation Administration for a multi-phased 
development project at the Airport, which would include the          
acquisition of 6 acres of land, design and installation of a dedicated 
access roadway and construction of a new terminal building with 
landside parking and airside apron with de-icing capabilities. Ms. 
Navia applied last year but the project was not awarded. If this fund-
ing is granted, the Airport would be able to attract jets year-round. 

RAISE Grant Hearing: Mr. Buck announced that the first public 
hearing on the RAISE Grant projects will be held in Council                    
Chambers at City Hall on Thursday, November 17. There will be a 
live (not televised) workshop from 3:00 to 5:00 pm which will allow 
abutters and other interested persons to view maps of the projects 
and have one-on-one discussions with City officials. A public hearing 
to take comments will be held from 6:00 to 8:30 pm, which will be 
Zoomed, televised, streamed and recorded.  

ATV Trail Report: At the Council’s next meeting on November 15, 
Parks and Recreation Director Brady Lloyd will present a summary 
of activity on the shared use segment of the Rail Trail. The purpose 
of the presentation will be to discuss the levels of mixed use 
(motorized and non-motorized) and make possible                                    
recommendations for changes to the Rail Trail policy. 

Property Tax Stabilization: The City has received 815 applications 
for the state’s new Property Tax Stabilization program for residents 
age 65+. Mr. Buck said the assessor’s office has received 30                 
applications that do not include the required documentation (birth 
certificate or driver’s license) to verify the applicant’s age, and is in 
the process of trying to contact the applicants to get this info. 

Public Participation: Former City Councilor Fred Smith said he is 
trying to open a used furniture store in Springvale but has had            
difficulty getting open. He said he submitted a building permit to do 
some work on the building three weeks ago and finally got a call 
from the Code Enforcement Office that they need more info. He said 
the store’s manager has already left her previous job and “a five or 
ten minute walk through could have solved everything, and that 
bothers me.” 

Fuel Contract: The Council approved a fixed price fuel oil contract 
with Dead River Company for 25,000 gallons of #2 heating oil at the 
fixed price of $3.8401/gal. In addition to the City Hall and other  
facilities, the contract includes the Historical Museum, the Memorial 
Gym and a few other partners. 

Online Reporting: Lt. Chad Allen of the Sanford Police Department 
demonstrated the process of using the SPD’s online system for       
non-emergency crimes and other incidents where there is no known 
suspect. He encouraged residents to report crime, even if they know 
there is no way to identify the culprit. He gave an example of            
multiple incidents of property damage in the same neighborhood. “If 
that crime is trending and no one is reporting it, we don’t know 
about it,” he said. Online Reporting is available on the City’s website 
at sanfordmaine.org/departments/police/. Residents can also call 
911 and speak to a dispatcher or police officer to find out if an         
incident qualifies for online reporting. 

More City Council Notes 
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Looking for help with your phone, computer, or other technology 
needs? Goodall Library now offers Tech Tuesdays every Tuesday 
afternoon from 2:30 to 4:00 pm with their tech volunteer Frank. No 
need to sign up; just drop in to the Reference department during 
the allotted time. 

The Sanford Schools Legacy Foundation is raising funds to honor 
Mrs. Lorraine Chick, who taught business classes at Sanford High 
School for 29 years. To make a tax-deductible donation, visit 
www.sanfordschoolslegacyfoundation.org/give, or mail a check to 
the foundation at 917 Main St., Suite 200, Sanford, ME 04073. Read 
more about Mrs. Chick and her impact on our community in this 
month’s Legacy Minute at wanfordschoolslegacyfoundation.        
Sanford High School’s Distaff Yearbook was dedicated to Mrs. Chick 
in 1959 and 1978. 

Sanford Parks and Rec offers December Vacation Camp for kids in 
K-6th Grade. Cost is $150 for Sanford/Springvale residents for the 
five-day program. This year’s camp will be held December 23, 27, 
28, 29 and 30. Please note there is NO camp on Monday, December 
26. Camp runs from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm and will be held at Carl J. 
Lamb School. Don’t wait till the last minute! Get more info and          
register at sanfordrec.com. 

A new Sunday Skills and Games basketball program is being 
offered at Nasson Community Center in Springvale for kids in PreK 
to Grade 8. This program is privately run and is not an “in-house” 
program. Coach Abi has been running programming for many years 
in the southern Maine area and is excited to meet new players in the 
greater Sanford/Springvale area. Sessions begin November 13 and 
end December 18. Players will have 25 minutes of skills followed by 
four 8-minute 4-on-4 games. PreK to Grade 2 will be from 9:00 to 
10:00 am; Grades 3-5 from 10:00 to 11:00, and Grades 6-8 from 
11:00 to noon. Sign up at https://clubs.bluesombrero.com/
sanfordspringvaleme or email jdavie@                                                 
nassoncommunitycenter.com with any questions. 

Waban’s Annual Fund Drive is going on now. Your donation, large 
or small, will make a great difference in the life of someone who has 
an intellectual disability. Please consider a donation to Waban to-
day! You can donate online here, by phone at 207-324-7955, or at 
the office at 5 Dunaway Dr. 

You may have seen in the news recently that the Sanford Fire       
Department is one of the 23 fire departments and EMS                      
organizations in Maine that have received a total of $3,311,791 to 
upgrade equipment and support. The SFD received $174,545 to 
support firefighter training, which the City Council accepted at its 
September 20 meeting. The grant will be matched with an                   
additional 10% in City funds, for a total of $192,000. 25% will go 
toward completing Rapid Intervention Team training, which            
involves having a trained and certified team available for a collapse 
or other emergency when firefighters are in danger. The SFD will 
then be able to offer this service to smaller departments in the area. 
The other 75% will be used for confined space training which is 
important for firefighters to navigate safely in small spaces when 
they are carrying a lot of gear.  

News Notes PUBLIC HEARING 
Sanford City Council 

 

Via in Person and Zoom Teleconference 
Tuesday, November 15, 2022 at 6:00 PM 

 

The Sanford City Council will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
Amendment to Sanford City Ordinance, titled Parks, Schools, Malls 
and Cemeteries. 

The public hearing will be held at 6:00 pm on November 15, 2022.  

The current Ordinance can be found on the City of Sanford website. 

This hearing will be conducted both in person in the City Council 
Chambers, third floor, City Hall Annex 919 Main Street and via remote 
video and teleconference pursuant to 1 MRSA §403-A. Members of the 
public may visit the City of Sanford website at www.sanfordmaine.org 
and view the meetings calendar for instructions to access the Zoom 
meeting or call (207) 324-9173.  

Comments may also be submitted by using the form on the City's  
Website under Email City Departments/City Council. 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Sanford City Council 

 

Via in Person and Zoom Teleconference 
Tuesday, November 15, 2022 at 6:00 PM 

 

The Sanford City Council will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
Amendment to Sanford City Ordinance, titled Sanford Drug Free Zone. 

The public hearing will be held at 6:00 pm on November 15, 2022.  

The current Ordinance can be found on the City of Sanford website. 

This hearing will be conducted both in person in the City Council 
Chambers, third floor, City Hall Annex 919 Main Street and via remote 
video and teleconference pursuant to 1 MRSA §403-A. Members of the 
public may visit the City of Sanford website at www.sanfordmaine.org 
and view the meetings calendar for instructions to access the Zoom 
meeting or call (207) 324-9173.  

Comments may also be submitted by using the form on the City's  
Website under Email City Departments/City Council. 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Sanford City Council 

 

Via in Person and Zoom Teleconference 
Tuesday, November 15, 2022 at 6:00 PM 

 

The Sanford City Council will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
Amendment to Sanford City Ordinance, titled Smoking and Tobacco 
Use. 

The public hearing will be held at 6:00 pm on November 15, 2022.  

The current Ordinance can be found on the City of Sanford website. 

This hearing will be conducted both in person in the City Council  
Chambers, third floor, City Hall Annex 919 Main Street and via remote 
video and teleconference pursuant to 1 MRSA §403-A. Members of the 
public may visit the City of Sanford website at www.sanfordmaine.org 
and view the meetings calendar for instructions to access the Zoom 
meeting or call (207) 324-9173.  

Comments may also be submitted by using the form on the City's  
Website under Email City Departments/City Council. 
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Sanford Celebrates Spooky Season 

Above, great makeup and costumes at Mill Towne Tavern’s Halloween 
party; Right, one of the wonderful displays at the MCS/Pride trick or 
treat event; Below, witchy fun at the CJL trick or treat night. 
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Veterans Day Events 
Veterans Day is Friday, November 11. The Sanford Veterans' Com-
mittee will be laying wreaths in Central Park, Soldiers and Sailors 
Park and the gazebo by the Springvale Walgreens starting at about 
9:00 a.m. At 11:00 the Committee will host the annual Veterans Day 
program at Veterans Memorial Gym. The Sanford High School Band 
will perform. The public is welcome and encouraged to attend. 

At 7:00 pm that evening, Sanford Maine Stage will present A Thank 
You To Our Veterans at the Nasson Little Theatre, 457 Main St. This 
tribute will include music, song and poetry from past wars and from 
the veterans who served in them. Donations accepted. Veterans are 
welcome to wear their uniform or hat of service. 

While Memorial Day and other holidays are often celebrated on the 
closest Monday to the actual date, Veterans Day is one that never 
changes. Marking the holiday at "the eleventh hour of the eleventh 
day of the eleventh month" dates back to Veterans Day's roots in 
Armistice Day, which celebrated the end of World War I in 1918. 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
City of Sanford, Maine 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Councilors of the City of Sanford 
will hold a public hearing at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, November 
15, 2022 in person at City Hall Council Chambers, 919 Main 
Street, Third Floor, Sanford, Maine, and via remote video and                       
teleconference, pursuant to 1 MRSA § 403-B (2)(D) and Section 
6 of the Sanford City Council Rules of Procedure.    

The purpose of this public hearing is to notify Multi-Unit                   
Residential Building owners that any building having three (3) 
or more residential units, shall install a Knox Box (128-6-1) and 
make the keys available to the Fire Department to install in 
the Knox Box.  Any residential apartment complex that has 
more than one (1) building shall have a Knox Box installed on 
each separate building in an area acceptable to the AHJ 
(Authority Having Jurisdiction).   

The ordinance requires compliance of all multi-unit residential 
properties within the City of Sanford within one (1) year of the 
acceptance of this ordinance by the City Council.   

The proposed ordinance Multi-Unit Residential Building Knox 
Box can be viewed by visiting the City of Sanford website at 
www.sanfordmaine.org and clicking on Public Notices.    

Instructions for joining the meeting by in-person and remote  
methods are posted on the City’s website under Pubic Notices.  
The meeting will be broadcast on cable channel 26 and archived 
at https://townhallstreams.com/towns/sanfordme.    

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 

The Sanford Planning Board will hold a public hearing & receive 
written & oral comments at its November 16, 2022 meeting, 
starting at 6:30 pm, on a Minor Subdivision application to split 
parcel K18-8A, then construct two units on the new parcel on 
property owned by Van Mythi Chau & Duc Van Chu and located 
at 18 Witham Street. 

The hearing will be held in Council Chambers at City Hall, 919 
Main Street, Sanford, or via remote video and teleconference 
pursuant to City Council Rules of Procedure if COVID levels for 
York County are high. Testimony may be provided in person, via 
mail or email, or via Zoom. Meeting information, including how 
to connect via Zoom, is provided at www.sanfordmaine.org/
planning. Questions or written comments should be directed to 
the Planning Office at 324-9150 or jlbabcock@sanfordmaine.org 
or bdellavalle@sanfordmaine.org. 

LLC. The property has an order to vacate due to a long list of      
unsafe and unsanitary conditions, including the stairs in and out 
of the building, which Mr. Houseal described as structurally        
unsound. Code Enforcement Officer Aaron Lederer said the          
sprinklers in one unit still have the caps on, indicating they have 
not been inspected. Currently four of the eight units are occupied, 
but one of the tenants is being evicted. Mr. Houseal said of all the 
multi-family properties in Sanford, this one has the lowest              
assessed value, at less than $16,000 per unit. The average multi-
family in the City is assessed at about $80,000 per unit. 

Mr. Houseal said the City is very willing to work with Mr. Flannery 
on a timeframe for bringing the building up to habitable condition, 
but he has not responded to notices of violation and no                 
construction permits have been pulled. 

Councilor Becky Brink said she didn’t understand why any of the 
units were still occupied given the building’s condition. Mr. 
Houseal said the order to vacate goes to the owner, not the               
tenants. The owner must vacate the building or make it safe, but 
“it has not happened,” he said. 

He added that the owner was given a reasonable time to address 
the issues, but Mr. Flannery waited months, then filed an appeal 
with the City’s Board of Appeals and with the Superior Court, 
which led to the City’s legal counsel recommending the Council 
continue the hearing until a later date when the owner’s attorney 
could be present. (He was out of the country.) The Council voted 
unanimously to table continuation of the hearing until a later date, 
which Mayor Mastraccio said would likely be December 20. 

Dangerous Buildings...continued from page 2 

Fish & Game Club Raffle 
The Springvale Fish and Game Club is raffling off a full Thanksgiving 
dinner with a value of over $150. The dinner includes a fresh (not 
frozen!) farm raised turkey. Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $25. Half 
the proceeds will be donated to local food pantries. The drawing is 
November 18th. The winner will be able to pick up the dinner 11/20 
through 11/22. Tickets are available at Zippy Copy in Sanford and at 
the Sirois Family Farm in Lebanon. You may also call 432-8942 or 
432-2158 to purchase tickets. 

19 Winter St. 
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