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Scarecrows Take Over Sanford - Again! 
Selfies with Sanford Scarecrows is 
back! The Friends of Downtown’s 
2nd Annual event has 25               
participants this year, and local 
businesses and organizations have 
done a fabulous job once again. Get 
in on the fall fun and go on a           
scarecrow adventure, right here in 
town! To be eligible for prizes, take 
a selfie with any of the participating 
scarecrows and share the picture in 
the Facebook event page (use the 
QR code below) and tag “Friends of 
Downtown” – you will be entered in 
a raffle for a gift certificate to a local 
business. Enter as many times as 
you would like (with different 
scarecrows). Not online? You can 
still have fun visiting all the              
scarecrows! This event ends           
October 31 so don’t wait! 

Here is the full list of participating 
scarecrows. Please note that the 
inside scarecrows are only                
accessible when the location is open, unless noted. You can also view the locations on the map linked 
from the Facebook event page, which includes hours of operation for each location. 

Paranormal Five, 9 Kirk St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

Everything In Between, LLC, 25 Butler St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

Waban Location, 102 Pleasant St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

Sanford Community Adult Education, 668 Main St. – Scarecrow is inside. 

Sanford-Springvale YMCA, 1 Emile Levasseur Dr. – Scarecrow is inside. 

Dance Studio of Maine South, 751 Main St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

St Thomas School, 69 North Ave. – Scarecrow is outside. 

Mill Towne Tavern, Lower level Midtown Mall – Scarecrow is inside. 

Partners Bank at Midtown Mall, 900 Main St. – Scarecrow is inside. 

Frannie’s Mini Donuts, 913 Main St. – Scarecrow is inside but visible from the window. 

Oldtimer’s Shop, 917 Main St. – Scarecrow is inside. 

Sanford Parks & Recreation, 919 Main St. – Scarecrow is on the front steps of City Hall. 

Sanford Police Department, 935 Main St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

St. George’s Episcopal Church, 3 Emerson St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

Jazz-Tappin Dance Academy, 5 York St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

Paul Brandis – State Farm Insurance Agent, 1052 Main St. – Scarecrow is on front porch. 

Pinnacle Health & Rehab at Sanford, 1142 Main St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

Thy’s Taekwon-do, 1298 Main St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

Kennebunk Savings, 1314 Main St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

Burger Budz at Center for Shopping, 1364 Main St. – Scarecrow is inside. 

Marc Motors Nissan, 1744 Main St. – Scarecrow is inside. 

Marc Motors Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram, 1754 Main St. – Scarecrow is inside. 

Roehm America LLC, 1796 Main St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

Edison Press Inc., 2066 Main St. – Scarecrow is outside. 

Community Calendar 
10/22 Gun Show, 9 am—4 pm, 

Calvary Baptist Church 

10/22 Harvest Party, 11 am—2 
pm, Mercy Chapel 

10/22 Angel Babies 5K and 
Raffle, noon-4 pm, Springvale 
Social Club 

10/23 St. Thomas School 50th 
Anniversary Mass, 10 am, Holy 
Family Church 

10/23 St. Thomas School 50th 
Anniversary Celebration, 11 
am, Sanford Springvale Historical 
Museum 

10/23 Witches on Water, 3-4 
pm, Number One Pond 

10/24 Red Cross Blood Drive, 
noon-5 pm, North Parish Church 

10/25 Pumpkin Carving      
Contest begins, Marc Motors 

10/25 City Council Roads 
Workshop, 6 pm, City Hall 

10/26 Homeless Veterans   
Mobile Stand Down, 10 am—2 
pm, Sanford Vet Ctr., 628 Main St. 

10/26 Wednesday Night Bite 
Free Community Meal, 6-7 pm, 
Curtis Lake Church 

10/27 Sewerage District Public 
Hearing, 6 pm, City Hall 

10/27 Haunted Woods by JMG, 
6-8 pm, Gowen Park 

10/28 Trick or Treat event, 2-4 
pm, Goodall Library 

10/28 Rodney Marsalis Phila-
delphia Big Brass, 7 pm, SPAC 

10/28 Stranger Things 21+ 
Halloween Party, 8:30 pm—
12:30 am, Smitty’s GameLAB 

10/29 Spooky Sprint 5K, YMCA 

10/29 Author Talk—War Pi-
geons, 2 pm, Goodall Library 

10/29 Fright or Flight, 2-4 pm, 
Sanford Seacoast Reg. Airport 

10/29 Trunk or Treat, 5 pm, 
Curtis Lake Church 

10/29 Crown Jewels Halloween 
Drag Night, 8-10 pm, Nasson 
Little Theatre 

See our website for more details:   
sanfordspringvalenews.com 
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City Council Meeting Notes 

The Sanford City Council met Tuesday, October 18. All members 
were present. 

Eagle Scout: Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio announced that an Eagle 
Scout Court of Honor will be held for Alden Treadwell on Sunday, 
October 23 at Holdsworth Park at 4:30pm. Alden, a student at     
Sanford High School, earned his Eagle Scout designation in July of 
this year. His project was organizing and building a chimney swift 
tower for the McKeon Reserve in Springvale. Alden has participated 
in scouting since first grade when he became a cub scout. He has 
accumulated 385 hours of scout related volunteering, 126 nights of 
camping and 172 miles of hiking. He is currently involved in the 
venturing program, and was a counselor in training this past       
summer at BSA Camp Hinds in Raymond. “We offer Alden our         
congratulations and best wishes,” she concluded. 

$1 Million Referendum: City Manager Steven Buck provided      
background information and a summary of Question 1 on the        
November 8 ballot, which seeks voter approval for a $1 million bond 
to start work on cleaning up the International Woolen Mill property. 
He noted that the property owner, Regco, is a defunct and bankrupt 
corporation with no assets. Regco has not responded to the City’s 
legal actions and no future response is expected. “It is now up to the 
City to act,” he said, by foreclosing on the properties for delinquent 
property taxes, and partnering with the EPA and Maine Department 
of Environmental Protection to demolish and remediate them. The 
IWM properties include the Boiler House that was declared a       
Dangerous Building by the City Council earlier this year. The $1  
million in funds will be used to leverage millions of state and federal 
resources for the project. Mr. Buck said the plan is for the City to 
take the properties by a legal avenue known as “adverse possession” 
which will protect the City from past environmental liability caused 
by the Mill. “Unless the City takes action, no one else will,” he        
concluded. 

Two Out of Three’s Not Bad: Mr. Buck announced that GrowSmart 
Maine recently announced its 2022 Projects of the Year, and Sanford 
was recognized on two of the three awards. One award went to the 
Stakeholder Group of the Maine Land Bank Authority. Sanford’s  
Director of Community Development Ian Houseal worked with the 
Stakeholder Group over two legislative sessions to sponsor and pass 
legislation creating the state Land Bank Authority, which mirrors the 
one he was instrumental in creating here in Sanford. Another award 

recognized Sanford’s Public Works Director, Matt Hill and the City 
for the Mousam Promenade project that will connect Sanford’s trail 
system with a bike/pedestrian path around Number One Pond.  

Strategies: Reverend Sue Murphy, President of the Board of Strate-
gies for a Stronger Sanford, gave a presentation on the organization 
which was created as a coalition of many organizations to share 
resources and information in their shared mission of supporting 
children, youth and families. Strategies currently supports the 
Friends of Downtown, the Sanford Backpack Program, Stuff the Bus, 
the Sanford Police Cadets and the Right Brain Club, by providing 
administrative assistance and office space, accounting assistance 
and organizational structure. Each program has an ad hoc member 
on the Strategies Board. Funding for the organization comes from 
grants, as well as donations from local citizens and businesses. 

Website: Communications Coordinator Jordan Wilson gave a      
comprehensive tour of the City’s new website, and explained the 
many new features. The site is optimized for mobile devices and 
includes many new pages and features, in a well-designed and user-
friendly format. She said an e-notification feature is still being     
debugged, but once it is launched, residents will be able to sign up 
for text and email notifications on the topics of their choice. Council 
members thanked her for all her work on the website and had        
several suggestions for additions and corrections to the site. 

Dangerous Buildings: The Council voted to confirm the findings 
and orders for the five properties that it adjudged to be Dangerous 
Buildings at the October 4 meeting. Mr. Houseal provided an update 
on each property. The homes at 88 Lenox St. and 9 Grove St. have 
rehab plans in place and work is progressing. 10 Lenox St. continues 
to be a problem for the neighborhood, with multiple trespassing 
complaints received by the Police Department. The City will be fully 
securing it and turning off the power in the next week or so. 

Subcommittees: The Council voted to change the date of next 
month’s Subcommittee meetings to November 22 to avoid having 
them on Election Day. 

Extra Mile Day: The Council voted to adopt a proclamation           
declaring November 1, 2022 as “Extra Mile Day” to recognize people 
and organizations who are creating positive change in the communi-
ty through extraordinary efforts in volunteerism and service. 

Continued on page 8 
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Carpentier Park Update 
If you are wondering what happened to the planned upgrades for 
Carpentier Park, it's still on track. The project has been in the          
planning stages for at least two years. 

Parks And Rec Director Brady Lloyd told the Property                       
Subcommittee last week that he is awaiting the engineering survey 
which should be done any day. The funding to pay for upgrades to 
the park has been delayed because of a federal requirement that all 
materials must be made in the USA, but the notice of the funding 
award was finally received earlier this month. Mr. Lloyd is working 
on bid specifications and has reached out to landscaping                  
contractors about bidding. 

The plan for the 3.8 acre park includes improved lighting, upgraded 
playground equipment, new plantings, and more accessible             
parking. A fence along High St. with improvements to the entries at 
High St. and Moulton Ct. are also planned. The centerpiece of the 
park will be a splash pad to replace the defunct wading pool. A 
splash pad is an area fitted with a safe, non-slip surface and various 
nozzles and features that can shower, spray, rain, mist, and shoot 
streams of water to create an interactive and fun place to play and 
cool off. It is designed to be low maintenance and doesn’t require a 
life guard. 

The original plans for the park were expected to cost about 
$320,000, with the grant award paying for half and the City         
contributing the rest in matching funds. Deputy Mayor Maura 
Herlihy said the engineer who drew up the draft site plan thought it 
would cost much more to do it all. Mr. Lloyd responded that he 
could see the project being done in multiple phases. Mayor              
Anne-Marie Mastraccio said priorities would have to be set, and 
that after addressing security and some basic spruce-up, the              
priority should be the splash pad. 

Animal Control Update 
At last week’s Public Safety Subcommittee meeting, Sanford Police 
Department Animal Control Officer Lauren Masellas provided a 
quarterly update on her work. She was happy to report that they 
had a 100% return rate on stray dogs during the quarter from July 
1 through September 30. 

Dogs: Of the 76 dogs who were reported at large, 14 were found by 
their owners before Animal Control got there. 27 were found by the 
ACO, identified by their tags or microchips, and returned directly to 
their owners. 17 were secured at SPD and all of those were also 
claimed by owners. 18 of the reported dogs were unable to be           
located, and may have been found by their owners. 

One dog was hit by a car and killed, and was returned to its owner 
for disposal. 

Unfortunately, Ofc. Masellas reported an unprecedented number of 
cruelty cases which resulted in three dogs either seized or              
surrendered. An additional three dogs were abandoned. She said 
that is extremely rare in Sanford. All six were sent to Pope               
Memorial in Dover. One of the dogs is now in hospice care with a 
terminal illness. At least three, possibly four, have found new           
families. 

Cats: There were 24 stray cat complaints during the quarter, twelve 
of those were secured and taken to Another Chance Animal Rescue, 
five of those were retrieved by their owners. The other 12 were not 
found, and may have returned home on their own. 

Three cats were abandoned, and five were surrendered or seized 
due to abuse or neglect. Those were also taken to ACAR. Four cats 
were secured due to the death of their owners; of those, two were 
claimed by next of kin.  

Eight cats were killed by cars during the quarter, which she said is 
higher than average for this time of year. One was claimed by its 
owner, the other seven were cremated at City expense. 

Ofc. Masellas told the Sanford Springvale News that she is looking 
into a way to hold cats for a short period at the Police Station, as is 
currently done with dogs. Under Maine state law, shelters only have 
to hold a pet for 48 hours, then it can be put up for adoption. She 
said while dog owners will immediately call if their dog is lost, cat 
owners often wait a few days to see if the cat will return home, but 
by that time, if it has been taken to a shelter, it may have already 
been adopted out. She encouraged cat owners to immediately call if 
an outdoor cat doesn’t return home within 24 hours. A collar or tag 
with identifying information would also help to get your cat back to 
you safe and sound. 

Bears: Ofc. Masellas noted that bears are very active this time of 
year. The young bears that have been kicked out of their dens by 
their mothers are looking for food and a cozy place to spend the 
winter. She has had several bear reports already this fall, but none 
have become a nuisance to the point where action had to be taken. 
She said bears are attracted to food sources including bird feeders, 
outdoor pet bowls and uncleaned grills. 

When Will My Street Be Repaved? 
The City Council invites the public to a Roads Workshop and 
Presentation on Tuesday, October 25 at 6:00 pm in the Council 
Chambers. The presentation will outline the City’s capital program 
for roads, the engineering and allocation of resources, and provide 
the latest update of the 5-year plan for the City’s streets. The public 
will be able to ask questions. The workshop will be televised on 
cable and live streamed, and Zoom access will also be available. 

Confused About the  

Ballot Questions? 
Jordan Wilson, the City’s Communications Coordinator has          
prepared a guide to the November 8 ballot questions in plain          
English, with specific examples of what a “yes” or “no” vote would 
mean for each one. The guide is available on the City’s website at                 
sanfordmaine.org. Go to Departments > Election & Voter                   
Information > Upcoming Election. 

Paid Political Advertisement 
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Governor Tours Downtown 

Governor Janet Mills toured downtown Sanford and met with            
business leaders and local officials this week, including Mayor  
Anne-Marie Mastraccio, City Manager Steven Buck and Public 
Works Director Matt Hill. Gov. Mills highlighted a new $34 million 
partnership between the City of Sanford and the Maine Department 
of Transportation that will revitalize the city’s downtown. 

NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING HEARINGS 

CITY OF SANFORD, MAINE 
 

Parties in Interest are hereby notified that the City Council of the 
City of Sanford, Maine will hold dangerous building hearings on 
Tuesday, November 1, 2022 beginning at 6:00 p.m. in City Council 
Chambers, 919 Main Street, Sanford Maine and by remote           
methods, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 403-B(2)(D) and Section 6 of the 
City Council Rules of Procedure.  Video and teleconference remote 
login information to participate by remote methods will be           
published on the City website at www.sanfordmaine.org/meetings 
on and not necessarily before Saturday October 29, 2022. 

- for 11 KIMBALL ST, this hearing is to determine whether 11           
Kimball Street, identified as Tax Map K29, Lot 20, and further         
described in a deed recorded in the York County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 17684, Page 107 and mortgage recorded at Book 17895, 
Page 506 is a dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning 
of 17 M.R.S.A. §§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any,           
remedy is appropriate. 

- for 19 WINTER ST, this hearing is to determine whether 19 Winter 
Street, identified as Tax Map K28, Lot 54, and further described in a 
deed recorded in the York County Registry of Deeds at Book 14973, 
Page 809 and mortgage recorded at Book 14973, Page 810 is a  
dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17 M.R.S.A. 
§§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy is                        
appropriate. 

- for 554 MAIN ST, this hearing is to determine whether 554 Main 
Street, identified as Tax Map K18, Lot 7, and further described in a 
deed recorded in the York County Registry of Deeds at Book 17829, 
Page 94 and mortgage recorded at Book 19012, Page 662 is a         
dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17 M.R.S.A. 
§§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy is                 
appropriate. 

- for 1115 MAIN ST, this hearing is to determine whether 1115 
Main Street, identified as Tax Map K36, Lot 1, and further described 
in a deed recorded in the York County Registry of Deeds at Book 
16555, Page 898 is a dangerous building or a nuisance within the 
meaning of 17 M.R.S.A. §§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if 
any, remedy is appropriate. 

These hearings are a party in interest’s opportunity to present  
evidence as to why the property is not a dangerous building or a 
nuisance and to oppose or consent to any corrective action ordered 
by the City Council.  Failure to attend may result in the waiver of 
certain rights with regard to this property. 

If the City Council finds that the property is a dangerous building or 
a nuisance, it may order the nuisance to be immediately abated 
and the appropriate corrective action taken, including, but not  
limited to, removal and disposal of the building and securing of the 
property.  If the nuisance is not abated and the ordered corrective 
action is not taken by the City Council’s order, and no appeal is 
taken, the City may abate the nuisance by taking the appropriate 
corrective action at the City’s expense.  The City may recover all 
expenses, including reasonable attorney’s fees and costs, by means 
of special tax or civil action. 

Parties in interest can discuss this notice and attendance at the 
hearing with the Ian Houseal, Director of Community Development 
for the City of Sanford prior to the hearing at (207) 608-4101     
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 

The Sanford Planning Board will hold Public Hearings and receive 
written and oral comments at its November 2, 2022 meeting at 6:30 
pm regarding: 

• Major Site Plan and Conditional Use to install a ground based pier 
mounted solar system on Joe Sevigny’s property located at 164 
Hanson Ridge Road (Map R8/Lot 64A). 

• Proposed changes to Section 280-15-6 Mineral Extraction            
Standards 

The hearings will be held in Council Chambers at City Hall, 919 Main 
Street, Sanford, or via remote video and teleconference pursuant to     
1 MRSA §403-B(2)(D) and Section 6 of the City Council Rules of                 
Procedure if COVID levels for York County are high. The meeting will be 
broadcast on cable channel 26 and online at                                           
https://townhallstreams.com/towns/sanfordme. Comments may be 
submitted in person, via mail, email, or at www.sanfordmaine.org 
under Email City Departments/City Council. Instructions for joining the 
meeting by remote methods will be posted by October 27, 2022.  
Questions may be directed to the Planning Office at 324-9150. 
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The candidates for State     
Senate District 33 appeared at 
the Candidates Night event 
held at City Hall on October 
12. This report is a summary 
of the questions and their 
responses. The questions 
were developed by Shawn 
Sullivan, Tammy Wells and 
Zendelle Bouchard, with    
suggestions submitted by 
local residents. The              
candidates began with          
introductory statements. 

Matt Harrington gave a brief statement detailing some of his       
experience. He has served in the State Legislature representing 
House District 19 for the past seven years. During that time, he has 
been a member of several committees. Most recently, he has been 
assigned to the Veterans and Legal Affairs Committee, which he 
called “near and dear to my heart” as his father is a disabled veteran. 
He was born and raised in Maine and has spent his career in public 
safety, including the last 15 years serving as a full-time police officer 
in York County. 

Kendra Williams was born and raised in Sanford by two educators. 
She started two small businesses, Williams Foundations with her 
husband Paul, and Kids Kasuals, then switched careers and became a 
clinical social worker. She worked in child welfare as the director of 
several family organizations, then started a private practice in grief 
and family counseling from which she has recently retired. She     
volunteers for several community organizations and has been a 
member of the School Committee and Core Building Committee. She 
is currently serving as President of the Sanford Schools Legacy 
Foundation, and is on the board of Strategies for a Stronger Sanford. 

Question 1: What is your personal stance on abortion? What 
would be your guiding principles if called upon to vote on a bill 
seeking to further restrict access to abortions? 

Ms. Williams said each of us make our own healthcare decisions 
based on advice and guidance from our medical provider, adding 
that she believes reproductive care is health care. “The patient, and 
only the patient, has the right to make decisions on health care 
based on their own values, their own circumstances, and their own 
beliefs,” she concluded 

Rep. Harrington said that in Maine, the abortion law has been          
codified since the early 90s. He pointed to his track record in the 
legislature of not submitting or supporting legislation that would 
restrict a woman’s ability to receive the procedure. “Current Maine 
law prohibits abortion after viability, and our laws should keep pace 
with modern medicine, but that is between a woman and her           
doctor,” he said 

Question 2: If the need for budget cuts arises this winter, what 
would you cut and why? 

Rep Harrington said the biggest difference between the current  
administration and the past administration is the number of open 
positions that are kept open in the budget, “as favors to unions.” He 
would go after those open positions that aren’t currently being filled 
first, and then prioritize spending. 

Ms. Williams responded that as a business owner, director of        
organizations and School Committee member, she learned that 
when cuts need to be made, “you need to look at everything and see 
what would be the least painful” or where alternatives exist to help 
as many people as possible, and get things done. She said she would 
also look at state programs that have been in place for awhile, to 
assess if they are evidence-based and if they are achieving their     
objectives. 

Question 3: What in Maine needs to change, and how would you 

work to change it as a              
legislator? 

Rep. Harrington said while 
there are a lot of issues facing 
the state, the number one issue 
is the workforce shortage, and 
the difficulty businesses face in 
recruiting and retaining both 
skilled and unskilled workers. In 
addition to prioritizing trades, 
he said the workforce            
requirement for receiving public 
assistance should be reinstated. 
“If you are an able-bodied         
person, you should be working,” he said. 

Ms. Williams emphasized that her number one issue is child welfare: 
“We have too many children dying in this state from abuse and        
neglect…we need to rebuild the system and we need to start with 
prevention.” She recalled when she ran the home visiting program 
for first-time parents for York County, she saw great successes,       
especially in children’s brain development. She said in the current 
child welfare system, “we are letting them go back and forth while 
their parents have a lot of opportunity to get it together…these kids 
don’t have time to wait.” 

Question 4: Lobstermen have had a challenging year with the 
federal government’s attempts to further regulate them, and 
with a group out west calling for people to boycott buying and 
eating lobster.  Should the legislature be involved in these       
matters, if so, how? If not, why not? 

Both candidates were in agreement that the Governor and                
legislators should be involved to protect the lobstering industry. 
Rep. Harrington said since the early 2000s, the threat to whales was 
no longer an issue. Ms. Williams agreed that there is no evidence 
that lobstering is killing whales. 

Question 5: In your opinion, should electric utilities be                 
privately or publicly owned in Maine? 

Rep. Harrington replied that public utilities should be 100% in the 
private sector. He said the proposed referendum is coming down to 
a question of people’s satisfaction with Central Maine Power, but 
“we should not be making public policy based on emotion. The        
government does not run things very well.” 

Ms. Williams said if the question was on the ballot this year, she 
would vote against having CMP become government-run: “It needs 
to be vetted more…What we need as citizens is accurate info.” She 
added that making electric utilities public “would be very expensive 
for the state to take on… I don’t see it happening quickly.” 

Question 6: If elected, you will take office during the winter. 
What do you see as your responsibility as legislator to those 
living in tents this winter in cities and towns across the state, 
and not just the big towns? What can be done short term? 

Rep. Harrington said most homeless people are suffering from      
mental health and substance abuse, so we need to make sure we 
have the resources available for those issues. He added that in his 
professional career, he has come across many individuals who are 
“homeless by choice.” He said we need to have the resources to keep 
all Mainers warm, not just homeless people. 

Ms. Williams said it is a huge issue, and that we are seeing working 
families who are homeless due to the housing shortage. She was 
encouraged by the recent workshop on the housing crisis that was 
hosted by the Sanford Housing Authority and the City Council. She is 
also encouraged by the Sanford Police Department’s multidiscipli-
nary team approach to the issue, and would like to see these things 
happening in other communities. 

Meet the State Senate Candidates 

Continued on next page 
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Question 7: There was not a peaceful transfer of power after 
the 2020 Presidential election. Maine was among other states 
that had beefed up security around the Capitol in Augusta, in 
the days leading up to the Inauguration in January 2021. If 
elected, you will be in office during and after the 2024         
Presidential election, so this question to us feels fair, relevant 
and necessary. Do you have any issues with the 2020                   
Presidential election, whether it’s the way in which it was       
conducted nationally or the results that were certified? How 
do you vow to carry yourself as a legislator during the              
upcoming Presidential campaign? 

Both candidates affirmed that Joe Biden won the election. Rep.  
Harrington said there was probably some voter irregularity or 
fraud, but he has no doubt that it was not enough to overturn the 
results of the election. He said he would like to see a Voter ID law in 
Maine, adding that for people don’t have an ID, the state could cov-
er the cost. Ms. Williams disagreed, saying that she saw no evidence 
there was a lot of fraud in the election. She is opposed to Voter ID, 
calling it a barrier to voting: “Does that mean people would have to 
go to the Registry in Springvale and sit and wait for two hours to 
have their picture taken?” Both candidates expressed confidence in 
Maine’s Secretary of State, as well as town and city clerks for their 
efficient and secure handling of elections and results. 

Question 8: Please tell us about a substantial issue on which 
you strongly disagree with your political party. 

Rep. Harrington identified LGBTQ rights as one of the biggest issues 
where he differs with the Republican Party, recalling that he was 
one of the few who voted to remove the definition of marriage from 
the party’s platform at the first convention he attended. “It’s time to 
move on as a party and as a country,” he said. 

Ms. Williams said she couldn’t think of any substantial                    
disagreements with the Democratic Party, but added, “Anyone who 
knows me knows I am not afraid of speaking up when I disagree 
with something, so if issues come up, and I am not aligned with 
what the majority of the party is thinking, I am confident of going 
my own way based on information that I absorb and consider.” 

Election Day is November 8. In-person absentee voting is going on 
now at City Hall. Visit sanfordmaine.org for more information. 

Candidates….continued from previous page 
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Veteran Laid to Rest 

Joseph Paquette, an 85-year-old Air Force veteran from Lewiston, 
passed away at the Veterans home in Scarborough recently. On 
Thursday October 13, he was laid to rest at the Southern Maine 
Veterans Cemetery in Springvale. With no family to mourn him, 
local veterans' groups put out the word and many people came to 
pay their respects, including members of the Sanford Police       
Department and York County Sheriff’s Department.. 

New Location for Absentee Voting 
In-person absentee voting at City Hall has been moved from Coun-
cil Chambers to the break room on floor 2R. Take the elevator to 
2R, go through the doors, and it’s the first door on the right. 

Haunted Woods at Gowen Park 
Get ready to get scared… Students from the Sanford Middle School’s 
JMG program will be putting on a Haunted Woods event at Gowen 
Park on Thursday, October 27th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. The last 
group enters at 7:40 pm.  Rain date is October 28. Admission $5 per 
person.  Not recommended for young children. 

Boxes of Joy 
Volunteers with the Sanford Backpack Program are distributing 
Boxes of Joy this week to be filled with holiday treats and everyday 
essentials by sponsors. If you would like to help local families in 
need this holiday season, there is still time to become a sponsor. 
Email sbp@strongersanford.org and they will get you a box to fill. 

New Link to Report Crime 
With the changes to the City’s website, the Sanford Police Depart-
ment has a new link to its online reporting system.  

The new webpage is https://www.sanfordmaine.org/departments/
police/create_a_report_online.php, or use your phone to scan the QR 
code at right. 

The online reporting system may be 
used if: 

• The incident is not an                   
emergency (if it is, call 911) 

• The incident occurred within San-
ford or Springvale 

• There are NO KNOWN suspects 
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St. Thomas Anniversary: The Council voted to adopt a                    
proclamation recognizing St. Thomas School on the occasion of its 
50th anniversary. Mayor Mastraccio called Principal Jessica Rice and 
Ericka Sanborn, the School’s Director of Marketing, Enrollment and 
Legacy up to the podium as she read the proclamation, and recalled 
the late Councilor John Tuttle’s fondness for the school. 

Fire Department Vehicles: The Council approved allowing the  
Sanford Fire Department to transfer $50,000 from its Capital             
Improvements Program for the purchase of a new staff vehicle. The 
funds were originally approved to purchase a tactical support unit, 
so the SFD would not have to use the big fire trucks to accompany 
ambulance calls. Chief Steve Benotti said better use of the coding of 
medical calls, made possible by the addition of a second Assistant 
Chief to the Department, has resulted in less use of the big trucks for 
this purpose, and they do not anticipate needing to purchase the 
TSU in the near future. Instead, Chief Benotti said the SFD needs an 
additional staff vehicle as he and the two ACs are sharing two             
vehicles. Each one has to carry personalized equipment which 
makes sharing difficult. The new vehicle will be a lease purchase, 
which will be paid for in two years. 

The Council also approved the three-year lease of a vehicle for          
firefighters to use in traveling to paramedic school. The closest 
school is in Lewiston, so firefighters put 7,280 miles on their own 
cars over the course of the program. AC Rick Smith said this will help 
break down the barriers to more firefighters becoming certified 
paramedics. The other option would be to pay mileage, but the cost 
to lease a 2023 Kia Forte is actually less expensive than mileage 
reimbursement would be. The initial eight months of payment will 
come from the savings in education line of this year’s budget. There 
is no cost to insure an additional vehicle, as the entire fleet is              
insured for a set price. 

Roll Off Trailer: The Council voted to accept a bid for a new roll-off 
trailer to replace the Transfer Station’s roll-off truck. Mr. Hill       
presented all the options to replace the truck, which will not pass 
inspection due to corrosion of its double-walled frame, and said the 
Public Works Department has determined that replacing the truck 
with a trailer which could be towed by one of their existing tractors 
is the best option. In addition to being much less expensive than a 
new truck, it is one less motor to maintain. Deputy Mayor Maura 
Herlihy expressed her concern that finding Class A drivers for the 
tractor is a problem. Mr. Buck said the two tractors are currently 
underutilized, and this change will enable the Department to get 
more use out of them. The new trailer is scheduled for delivery in 
January 2023, and the PWD will lease a trailer in the meantime. 

Pilot Transportation Program: The Council approved the                
expenditure of $5,000 in each of the next two years for a pilot          
program to provide a dedicated bus route to transport workers to 
various employment locations in the area. MaineDOT has asked  
Sanford to partner with York County Community Action,                
Biddeford/Saco/Old Orchard Beach Transit, and the towns of 
Kennebunk and Kennebunkport on this pilot program. The proposed 
route will go from Sanford to Kennebunk and Biddeford, with          
several stops along the way. Currently, the only way for workers 
without transportation to get from Sanford to Biddeford and vice 
versa is on the WAVE bus, which requires making a reservation in 
advance. The proposal is for the bus to make four round trips per 
day – two in the morning and two in the evening – seven days a 
week. Some of the funding for the program will come from              
employers along the route. Mr. Buck said he will propose that stops 
be added at the industrial park in South Sanford. 

Following the meeting, the Council held a continuation of its goal-
setting workshop. The workshop was not Zoomed or televised. 
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