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Wednesday, October 5 was a big day for communications in Sanford, as the City’s long-awaited              
website redesign and the School Department’s new online newsletter debuted the same day.  

Website Redesign 

The new website is the largest project to date for the City’s Communications Coordinator, Jordan 
Wilson, who was hired last fall. 

“When I first started in my position in November I knew we needed a new website and the results of 
our ‘In the Know Community Info Survey’ confirmed this. Our old site was not user-friendly and  
residents and staff often struggled to find what they were looking for,” said Ms. Wilson. 

She has spent many months working on the new site with Revize, a company specializing in                   
municipal website design. “They call themselves, ‘the government website experts’ and I trusted the 
experts. But this also has been a City-wide initiative. All of our department heads sat in on hours of 
training and worked hard to update and refresh their department pages. This really has been a group 
effort,” she said. 

The home page features video of some of the most beautiful and iconic locations around town.           
Visitors using a desktop or laptop computer will see a banner across the top of every page with drop-
down menus that enable them to easily find what they are looking for. On a mobile device, tapping on 
the three horizontal lines in the upper right corner will bring down those same menus. 

As you scroll down the home page, you will find the Latest News & Announcements, a calendar of 
Upcoming Events, and text links to some of the most-used sections. A pop-up window on the home 
page invites you to sign up for the City’s forthcoming email 

Community Calendar 
10/8 Book Sale,  10 am—2 pm,  

Goodall Library 

10/8 YSCC Fall Classic Baseball 
Tournament, 10 am-5:30 pm, 
Goodall Park 

10/9 Young Eagle Flight Rally, 
Free Airplane Rides for Kids age 
8-17, 1-4 pm, big blue hangar at 
12 Presidential Ln. 

10/10 Communities Care Day 8 
am-1 pm, North Parish Church 

10/11 Matthew Meal, 5:30-6:30 
pm, St. Ignatius Cafe  

10/12 Candidates Night, 6 pm, 
City Hall and live streamed 

10/12 Jigsaw Puzzle Exchange, 
6 pm, Goodall Library 

10/12 Senior Food Mobile, 10-
11:30 am, Crossroads Church 

10/14 St. Thérèse Parish Fair, 5
-7 pm, St. Ignatius Gym 

10/14 Family Fun Night, 6 pm, 
Pleasant St. Free Baptist Church 

10/15 St. Thérèse Fair, 8 -3 
10/15 Community SEW, 9 am—
noon, Sanford 1st Baptist Church 

10/15 Corner Cupboard, 10 am
– noon, Sanford U.U. Church 

10/15 Delano Memorial         
Dinner, 4:30-6 pm, Sanford 1st 
Baptist Church 

10/16 St. Thérèse Fair, 8 -noon 

10/16 Classic Car Show, noon-4, 
American Legion, 656 Main St. 

10/16 Firefighter Memorial,  
12:30 pm, SRTC Fire Science 
Wing 

Paid Political Advertisement 

Continued on page 7  

New City Website & School Dept. Newsletter Launch 
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City Council Meeting Notes 

Editor’s Note: This is a very abbreviated report. For the full meeting 
summary, see our website at sanfordspringvalenews.com. 

The Sanford City Council met Tuesday, October 4, 2022. Councilor 
Ayn Hanselmann was absent with notice, all others were present. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio announced a             
workshop on road construction October 25 at 6:00 p.m. It is open to 
the public and residents are encouraged to bring questions. She also 
promoted the Friends of Downtown’s Dessert First event on October 
20 at Veterans Memorial Gym. This free and fun community event 
will include guided conversations and activities to elicit feedback 
from residents on what they love most about Sanford, what future 
they want for it, and how to best achieve it. Bring the whole family, 
there will be free crafting activities for the kids. 

Comcast: City Manager Steve Buck provided an update on Comcast’s 
construction of their cable TV network in the City. A company 
spokesman said they have passed the 50% mark on the project, and 
have installed 73 miles of cable, serving over 5,600 residential and 
commercial properties. If Comcast has not come to your street yet, 
expect to see a mailing 6-8 weeks prior to construction, then again 
the week of construction. A mass marketing campaign is expected to 
begin in the near future. The new public access channels will be 
channel 22 and 95, and they will be available on the basic subscrip-
tion package beginning in November. 

Absentee Voting: Absentee ballots for the November 8 election are 
expected from the printer October 6, and will be mailed the follow-
ing day. An absentee ballot may still be requested until November 3 
by calling the City Clerk’s office at 207-324-9125, through the link 
on the City’s website, or by visiting the Clerk’s office in person. 

Sewer District Rate Increase: Sanford Sewerage District (SSD) Su-
pervisor Andre  Brousseau told the Council that the SSD is facing a 
revenue shortfall due to LD 1911, the state legislation that prohibits 
any beneficial use of wastewater products containing PFAS com-
pounds, also known as “forever chemicals.” SSD has been compost-
ing the wastewater residuals and selling the finished compost for 
several years, but is now putting it into their secured sludge landfill. 
As a result, the landfill is nearing capacity and will be closed in the 
next few years. He is looking into alternatives, but the closest li-
censed landfill is over 100 miles away, which will mean high trans-
portation costs as well as tipping fees. Another alternative is drying 
the residuals, which contain about 80% water, but he expects that 

will also be expensive. He anticipates the increase to be about 10%, 
but won’t know for certain until he gets a final contract on disposal. 
He will formally present the rate increase to the SSD Board of Trus-
tees next week, then will have a public hearing on October 27. 

Bond Question and Charter Amendments: A public hearing was held 
on the bond question and proposed charter amendments which will 
be on the ballot November 8. Mr. Buck gave a synopsis of each one, 
and explained what exactly a yes vote or a no vote would mean for 
the City. The sample ballot with the full text of the bond question 
and proposed charter amendments can be found on the City’s web-
site here. The only member of the public who spoke at the hearing 
was Jonathan Mapes, who was on the Charter Commission ten years 
ago and supports all the changes being proposed now. He said the 
Budget Committee has never had any authority, so the current sys-
tem is redundant. “Eliminating the Budget Review Committee 
doesn’t change anything, the outcome is the same,” he said. He add-
ed that he suspects many of the “past, current and future” City Coun-
cilors don’t understand the budget and don’t know what they’re 
voting for. “I would ask voters to pay attention, and vote for folks 
who have a sense of finance and common sense,” he concluded. 

Lung Cancer Awareness: Mayor Mastraccio read a proclamation in 
support of Lung Cancer Awareness Month in November. She noted 
that there are more deaths from lung cancer than from colon, breast 
and prostate cancers combined. Maine has the 6th highest rate of 
new lung cancer cases in the country. Only 12% of high-risk Mainers 
are being screened for the disease. The Council approved the resolu-
tion unanimously. 

Criminal Forfeiture: Police Chief Craig Andersen appeared before 
the Council with a communication from the state Attorney General’s 
Office. The case of State of Maine vs. Brian Cabral is currently being 
litigated, which could potentially bring $10,175 in criminal forfei-
ture funds to the City of Sanford. Chief Andersen thinks there is a 
good chance of getting the funds. The Council voted to accept the 
money, if it is ordered forfeited by the court. 

Pavement Management Conditions Update: The Council voted to 
accept a bid proposal from the Beta Group of Manchester, NH, to 
update the City’s 2016/17 Pavement Management Conditions Inven-
tory through field inspection, analysis and cost projections. The re-
sults of the survey will be presented to the Council and accepted at a 
public meeting. 
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At its meeting on October 4, the Sanford City Council voted to      
declare five properties in the City as Dangerous Buildings under 
state law, following separate hearings. The first four properties, 
which are all vacant, were adjudged dangerous or a nuisance by 
unanimous vote, while the Council split 4-2 on the last one, which is 
occupied. Councilor Ayn Hanselmann was not present. 

Community Development Director Ian Houseal presented the City’s 
case for each property, with additional comments by Code              
Enforcement Officer Aaron Lederer. The four vacant properties are: 

88 Lebanon St.: This single-family home was foreclosed on by the 
mortgagee, and was sold at auction four months ago to Frechette 
Holdings LLC, although it only closed last month. Mr. Houseal             
detailed the lengthy list of issues with the property, which included 
boarded up windows, interior vandalism and an abandoned vehicle 
in the driveway. The water has been off since 2019. The police          
report shows multiple trespassing complaints in 2020, when             
squatters were reportedly living in the home. Although new owner 
Bob Frechette has begun work to rehabilitate the property, no          
construction permits have been pulled. Deputy Mayor Maura               
Herlihy said the process of declaring the property dangerous            
ensures that the home is properly rehabbed with all necessary in-
spections, and isn’t just given cosmetic updates that mask                           
underlying problems. 

23 Rankin St., Springvale: The water on this long-vacant single-
family home was turned off in 2012, after the longtime owner,            
Mildred L. Hill, passed away. The property was winterized at some 
point, but no other regular maintenance has been done. Mr. Houseal 
said it never had a vacant building license. There is garbage in the 
garage which causes “quite a stench” via an open window, and there 
are numerous other violations of City code. Attorney Kylie Germann, 
representing the mortgage holder, said she is working to do a deed 
in lieu process with Ms. Hill’s heirs so they don’t have to foreclose, 
but tax liens have to be cleared before that can happen. Once that is 
done, they are willing to remediate the issues. 

10 Lenox St.: This single family home doesn’t look bad from the 
street, but has serious issues including a broken septic pipe that has 
leaked into the basement causing what Mr. Houseal characterized as 
an “overwhelming” odor from the open cellar door. Rodents and 

standing water have been observed in the basement. Other interior 
and exterior doors are nailed shut and the windows are covered 
with black trash bags or boards. The property was purchased in July 
2020 by Matthew Howell, who is currently residing at the York 
County Jail. The police report for the property since September 2020 
is three pages long with complaints including trespassing,                        
disturbances and suspicious activity. Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio 
said that many reports indicates the property is “a huge problem for 
the whole neighborhood.” 

9 Grove St.: This vacant home located at the corner of Grove Ln., 
behind CVS, went into foreclosure between 2017 and 2020. Last 
month it was purchased by Home Again Development of Lewiston. 
Mr. Houseal detailed the notices of violation on the property, for 
issues including deteriorating chimney, rotted wood, cracked         
window glass, broken handrails and more. Mitchell Lachapelle,  
owner of Home Again, joined the meeting to say he has just begun 
renovating the property. He will work with the City on a rehab plan 
and get inspections done to get an occupancy permit. 

8 York St.: This home came before the Council last year, when it  
approved legal action against the owner to force the removal of junk 
vehicles on the property. The courts later found he was operating an 
unlicensed junkyard, and the City removed five vehicles this past 
May. The special assessment of $2,450 for that removal is still          
outstanding. Mr. Houseal said there are tires, mattresses and debris 
stacked around the property, although he noted that progress has 
been made in cleaning it up. The property is occupied by the owner, 
Lucas Hilton, and his girlfriend. Mr. Hilton said he works 60 hours a 
week and has been making dump runs as time allows. The home’s 
occupancy permit was revoked briefly in August when the power 
was shut off. It has since been restored. In addition to numerous 
complaints by neighbors about the condition of the property, there 
have also been multiple animal complaints, related to chickens and 
dogs running loose. Mr. Houseal said although cleanup has begun on 
the property, he wanted to see a rehab plan with deadlines. He said a 
lot of vehicles are still being repaired on the property. The Council 
voted 4-2 to declare the property dangerous and a nuisance, with 
Councilors Jonathan Martell and Michael Termath voting in                   
opposition. 

5 Properties Declared Dangerous Buildings 
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Hay Brook Bridge Ordered Closed 
The City of Sanford was notified this week that if it does not take 
action to close Hay Brook Bridge, which carries Bernier/Stone Rd. 
over Hay Brook at the border with Alfred, by October 7, the Maine 
Department of Transportation will close it to all traffic, including 
pedestrians. 

A “Bridge Closed Ahead sign” will be placed at the nearest                   
intersection on each end to allow overload vehicles to use an           
alternate route. MaineDOT is providing the signs and other               
materials related to the closure. 

This action follows the downgrading of the bridge’s weight limit to 
ten tons last December, following an inspection by MaineDOT.        
Public Works Director Matt Hill told the City Council’s Municipal 
Operations and Property Subcommittee at that time that the            
vertical abutments were crumbling, and he anticipated the closure 
if the bridge was not replaced. 

When a bridge connects two municipalities, state law requires each 
side to pay 50% of repair or replacement costs.  

In 2020, the City of Sanford got an estimate of $196,600 to replace 
the bridge, and proposed a cooperative agreement with Alfred un-
der which each community would pay half of the cost, or $98,300. 
No response from Alfred town administration was received. 

The town of Alfred has reportedly declined to pay its share of the 
burden of bridge repairs on multiple occasions, by voting down 
warrant articles at town meeting. 

NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING HEARINGS 

CITY OF SANFORD, MAINE 
 

Parties in Interest are hereby notified that the City Council of the 
City of Sanford, Maine will hold dangerous building hearings on 
Tuesday, November 1, 2022 beginning at 6:00 p.m. in City Council 
Chambers, 919 Main Street, Sanford Maine and by remote           
methods, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 403-B(2)(D) and Section 6 of the 
City Council Rules of Procedure.  Video and teleconference remote 
login information to participate by remote methods will be           
published on the City website at www.sanfordmaine.org/meetings 
on and not necessarily before Saturday October 29, 2022. 

- for 11 KIMBALL ST, this hearing is to determine whether 11           
Kimball Street, identified as Tax Map K29, Lot 20, and further         
described in a deed recorded in the York County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 17684, Page 107 and mortgage recorded at Book 17895, 
Page 506 is a dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning 
of 17 M.R.S.A. §§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any,           
remedy is appropriate. 

- for 19 WINTER ST, this hearing is to determine whether 19 Winter 
Street, identified as Tax Map K28, Lot 54, and further described in a 
deed recorded in the York County Registry of Deeds at Book 14973, 
Page 809 and mortgage recorded at Book 14973, Page 810 is a  
dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17 M.R.S.A. 
§§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy is                        
appropriate. 

- for 554 MAIN ST, this hearing is to determine whether 554 Main 
Street, identified as Tax Map K18, Lot 7, and further described in a 
deed recorded in the York County Registry of Deeds at Book 17829, 
Page 94 and mortgage recorded at Book 19012, Page 662 is a         
dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17 M.R.S.A. 
§§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy is                 
appropriate. 

- for 1115 MAIN ST, this hearing is to determine whether 1115 
Main Street, identified as Tax Map K36, Lot 1, and further described 
in a deed recorded in the York County Registry of Deeds at Book 
16555, Page 898 is a dangerous building or a nuisance within the 
meaning of 17 M.R.S.A. §§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if 
any, remedy is appropriate. 

These hearings are a party in interest’s opportunity to present  
evidence as to why the property is not a dangerous building or a 
nuisance and to oppose or consent to any corrective action ordered 
by the City Council.  Failure to attend may result in the waiver of 
certain rights with regard to this property. 

If the City Council finds that the property is a dangerous building or 
a nuisance, it may order the nuisance to be immediately abated 
and the appropriate corrective action taken, including, but not  
limited to, removal and disposal of the building and securing of the 
property.  If the nuisance is not abated and the ordered corrective 
action is not taken by the City Council’s order, and no appeal is 
taken, the City may abate the nuisance by taking the appropriate 
corrective action at the City’s expense.  The City may recover all 
expenses, including reasonable attorney’s fees and costs, by means 
of special tax or civil action. 

Parties in interest can discuss this notice and attendance at the 
hearing with the Ian Houseal, Director of Community Development 
for the City of Sanford prior to the hearing at (207) 608-4101     
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

NOTICE TO CLAIM COVERED PROPERTY 
2 OSCAR AVENUE, SANFORD MAINE 

 
The property at 2 Oscar Avenue identified as Tax Map J37, Lot 28A 
foreclosed as recorded on August 11, 2020 in the York County Registry 
of Deeds at Book 18336, Page 663. The City of Sanford now possesses 
this property. Mitchell Urban, you are now hereby notified pursuant to 
30-A M.R.S. § 3106 that you have twenty-one (21) days to claim and 
remove all covered property located in or on the subject parcel of 
land. "Covered property" includes all tangible personal property             
located in or on the said property as defined in 30-A M.R.S. § 3106(1)
(A). If the covered property is not claimed within 21 days or you have 
not taken possession of the covered property within 10 days of            
claiming it, the City may sell the covered property and apply proceeds 
from the sale to help recover expenses; or if the property has no           
market value, otherwise dispose of the property. You can discuss this 
notice and access to your covered property by contacting the Director 
of Community Development for the City of Sanford prior to the             
expiration of this notice at (207) 608-4101 between the hours of 8:00 
AM and 4:00 PM Monday through Friday. 

Westbrook Village Road Closures 
The City of Sanford/Village of Springvale would like to inform the 
public that beginning Sunday, October 9, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m., the 
City’s Contractors will begin cleaning and preparing the following 
Streets for paving immediately thereafter: 

• Kimball St. (from Twombley Rd. to Route 109/Main St.) 

• Shaw St. 

• Prescott St. 

• Twombley Rd. (from Kimball St.to Route 109/Main St.) 

• Berwick Ave. 
On-street parking on the above streets will be banned from 7:00 
p.m. Sunday, October 9, until Friday, October 14, to facilitate this 
effort and expedite the work of the contractors. Should you have 
any questions, feel free to contact the Department of Public Works 
at (207) 324-9135. 
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News Notes 
Candidates Night: Don’t miss Candidates Night on Wednesday, 
October 12 at 6:00 p.m. It will be held live in Council Chambers, on 
the third floor of City Hall, and will be livestreamed and recorded by 
WSSR-TV for later viewing. Candidates for City Council, School  
Committee and the three State Representative seats will participate.  

First Responders: The Sanford Police Department this week            
welcomed Officer Brett Tishim to the force. Ofc. Tishim has an            
associate's degree in Criminal Justice and proudly served in the 
United States Army. He is a certified officer and has worked for the 
Wells PD for the past eight years. Following several weeks of             
training, he will be assigned to a patrol shift. Also this week, Sanford 
Fire Department probationary member Larry Fournier obtained his 
shield from his shift (C). FF Fournier has worked incredibly hard 
over his probation and the shield is a symbol of his shift recognizing 
the dedication and welcoming him into the SFD family. 

Firefighters Memorial  
The Sanford Springvale Call Firefighters will hold a memorial cere-
mony October 16, 2022 to remember fallen members from Sanford 
and other local Fire Departments. The public is invited to attend. 

Departments will stage on Alumni Blvd. leading to Sanford High 
School at 12:30 p.m., and firefighters in uniform will proceed to the 
monument near the SRTC Fire Science wing at 12:45. The Chaplain 
of the Shapleigh Fire Department will lead a short service beginning 
at 1:00 p.m. There will be light refreshments afterward. 

The memorial ceremony was an annual event held at the Sanford 
Fire Department but got off track over the past few years due to the 
pandemic. The families of fallen firefighters were always honored to 
be present. This year the Call Firefighters plan to bring this memori-
al back into prominence as an annual event in our community. 

Paid Political Advertisement 

School Committee Notes 
Prom 2023: Sanford High School junior class officers addressed the 
School Committee at its October 3 meeting to present their proposal 
that the 2023 Prom be held at Rustic Dreams in Lyman on May 6. 
The facility has a capacity of 300, which is an increase from the past 
few years, but may also be expanded with an outdoor tent for           
additional capacity. They looked at several different venues, but 
chose Rustic Dreams for its beauty and location. Tickets will be $50 
each which includes light appetizers rather than a full meal, to keep 
it affordable. SHS Principal Matt Petermann said plans are in place 
to offer rides to the venue for those who don’t have transportation. 
The School Committee approved the location. 

Enrollment Update: Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson pre-
sented the official enrollment figures which are taken each year on 
October 1. He noted that the 2022 graduating class of 260 students 
has been replaced in the system by this year’s incoming                
Kindergarten students, who number only 200 students. Despite that 
loss, enrollment is up overall by 69 students, which includes 45 in 
the Pre-K expansion. 

Homeless Students: Assistant Superintendent Steve Bussiere 
spoke about the number of homeless students in the district, which 
has increased from 22 at this time last year, to 40 this year, from 26 
families. The School Department is guided by provisions of the       
federal McKinney–Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 1987, which 
aims to minimize educational disruption for students experiencing 
housing instability. Students have the right to remain in school in 
their home district, or may enroll in the school in the community 
where they are staying. Title grants pay for transportation and 
school supplies as needed. The goals are continuity and stability. 
“Sometimes we are the only stable part of a student’s life,” he said. 
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newsletter. 

A brand new feature in the site design is the How Do I menu, which 
residents can use to quickly find the answer to the most-asked  
questions. For example, How Do I > Apply For > Building Permits 
takes you to a page with links to all the different types of permit 
applications, including electrical permits and curbcut applications. 
How Do I > Pay takes you to a page with links to ATV/snowmobile 
registrations, dog licenses, traffic citations online, and more. 

Individual City Departments have their own sections linked through 
the Departments menu. The new design makes it easy to navigate 
and find the information you need, such as Hiring a Police Officer, 
Rubbish & Recycling FAQs, or Voter Registration, with just a few 
clicks or taps. 

The City’s Facebook and Instagram pages are prominently linked at 
the top of every page with their recognizable logos. To the left of the 
social media logos is a dropdown menu that visitors can use to 
translate the site into a host of different languages, including              
Filipino, Khmer and Spanish. The lime green logo to the right, which 
many people may not recognize, links to the City’s GIS, or                    
Geographic information System, which displays interactive maps 
including tax maps, zoning maps and much more. 

Sanford Spotlight 

The School Department‘s newsletter, Sanford Spotlight, features 
easy-to-read white text on a background of Spartan red, and many           
photos. You can find it linked at their website at sanford.org. 

Like the City’s website, the Spotlight is a product of the investment 
in a new position of Communications Coordinator. Sam Bonsey was 
hired by the School Department over the summer to engage with 
parents and the community at large through various media. “While 
the primary goal of the newsletter is to spotlight the good that is 
happening in the district, my goal is to provide honest and open 
communication with students and their families. We want to keep 

them ‘In the know’ of what’s happening in the community as best as 
we can,” he said. 

In putting the newsletter together, Mr. Bonsey coordinated with all 
of the schools in the district to find the good and positive things that 
are going on in their respective classrooms. Sanford Middle School 
and the three elementary schools each have their own newsletter, so 
part of the process involved choosing which photos and news items 
to highlight for the district as a whole. 

In the 7-page premiere issue, highlights include Sanford High 
School’s Homecoming pep rally, Carl J. Lamb School’s PTA             
Playground Party, and Sanford Community Adult Education’s recent 
open house. The Announcements page includes information on how 
to download the Spartan App. In Other News, read about the                
Margaret Chase Smith School’s bowling club and the upcoming SHS 
Theater productions. The Important Dates section provides a quick 
reminder of school holidays, term endings and more. 

Future issues will add new features including teacher/staff               
spotlights, alumni in the news, and even some student stories as 
well. 

Communications...continued from page 2 
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