
 

 

Sanford Springvale 
News 

June 3, 2022                                                     sanfordspringvalenews.com                                             Published weekly 

FREE Your Maine Source for Information 

Civil War veteran Stephen Farnham, who is buried in the Farnham-
Dorr Cemetery adjacent to the new Convenient MD by the South 
Sanford roundabout, has a new headstone thanks to the efforts of 
local residents who wanted to see him properly memorialized. 

Stephen Farnham was born in South Berwick in 1841. The 1850 
census finds him living in Wells with his parents, Ralph (a laborer) 
and Phebe, and older siblings. By the 1860 census, Stephen and his 
brother Nathaniel were working as shoemakers, and living in   
Alton, NH, with members of the Dorr family. Ralph and Phebe had 
moved to Sanford by this time. 

Stephen enlisted in the 12th New Hampshire infantry as a private 
on August 22, 1862 at Alton. He was wounded at Chancellorsville, 
VA, in May of 1863, and discharged the following February under 
disability. 

By the 1870 census, Stephen was back in Alton, working in a shoe 
factory. He died in Tilton, NH in 1898, possibly at the Veterans 
Home there. 

Stephen Farnham’s great-grandniece, Kathy Wainwright, and her 
husband Cary, maintain the cemetery. They have been working with Sanford residents Bruce Knight 
and Dianne Connolly to get Stephen’s original headstone replaced. The stone was broken in three  
places and unreadable. Maine law prohibits original stones from being removed from a cemetery, so 
the old one will remain there alongside the new one. 

After the proper paperwork was filled out, with help from Dan Guillemette at Black Funeral Homes, 
the Veterans Administration provided the new stone. It has been in storage at Heritage Memorials for 
a year, waiting for construction at Convenient MD to be completed. Landscaping around the cemetery 
will be done at a later date. 

The stone will be dedicated in a ceremony on Sunday, June 5, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. The public is              
welcome to attend, but please park at Shaw’s Supermarket or Sanford Sound and walk over, so the 
Convenient MD parking lot can be available for patients and staff. There are a number of small stumps 
and trip hazards in the cemetery, please step with caution if you plan to attend Sunday’s ceremony or 
visit the cemetery in the future 

Community Calendar 
6/4 13th Annual Arnie’s Ride, 8 
am, Sanford Elks Lodge 

6/4 Bike Fest 2022, 10 am-2 
pm, YMCA & through town 

6/4 Sanford Pride Teen Dance, 
4:30-7 pm, Pride Look Runway, 
8 pm, Drag Show, 8:30 pm,           
Nasson Little Theatre 

6/5 27th Annual Kids Fishing 
Derby, 9 am-noon, Roberts Pond 
in Alfred 

6/5 Sanford Pride Picnic, noon, 
Gowen Park 

6/6 Red Cross Blood Drive, 
noon-5 pm, Nasson Community 
Center 

6/6 School Committee, 6 pm 

6/7 Bingo, 6 pm, Sanford Elks 

6/7 SHS Senior Banquet, 5 pm 

6/7 City Council, 6 pm 

6/7 Sanford Mainers Opening 
Day, 6:30 pm 

6/8 SHS Graduation, 6 pm, 
Alumni Stadium 

6/9 Charter Review Committee 
Public Hearing, 6 pm 

6/10 Pasta Dinner Benefit for 
the Caouettes, 4-6 pm, Trafton 
Center 

6/11 Vendor & Craft Fair, 9 am-
2 pm, Shaw Field 

6/13 School Committee, 6 pm 

6/14 State Primary & Special 
City Council Election & School 
Budget Referendum, 7 am– 8 
pm 

6/14 Subcommittee Meetings 

Visit our website for more details 
Sanfordspringvalenews.com 

Civil War Veteran’s New Stone to Be          
Dedicated Sunday 

Mainers Ready to Kick Off 2022 Season 
The Sanford Mainers are getting ready to roar into 
Goodall Park for another season of great collegiate 
baseball. The team has practices scheduled for               
Saturday, Sunday and Monday before they kick off the 
season with their home opener against the Upper       
Valley Nighthawks on Tuesday, June 7 at 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday through Friday, June 8-10, the team will be 
on the road before returning to Sanford for a double-
header on Saturday, June 11 against the Vermont 
Mountaineers at 4:00 and 6:30. The Winnipesaukee 
Muskrats will be in town for Sunday’s game at 4:30. 

Tickets for the Mainers’ games are just $7 for adults. 
Kids 12 and under, 

Subscribe! 
Did you know you can subscribe 

via email and get all these stories, 

plus the ones that we can’t fit in 

the paper, sent directly to your 

inbox twice a week? Go to: 

sanfordspringvalenews.com/

subscribe to sign up! 

Continued on page 8 
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Charter Amendments Proposed 

The Charter Review Committee (CRC) will hold a public hearing on 
June 9, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. for input on the proposed changes to     
Sanford’s City Charter. Some of the changes will clean up or clarify 
language in the Charter, while others are of a more substantive           
nature. 

The biggest proposed change to the Charter is to expand the Budget 
Committee from seven to seventeen members. The Budget                     
Committee would include all seven members of the City Council and 
five members of the School Committee, plus five appointed voter 
members, who will serve staggered three-year terms. (The term 
“voter member” means members of the public who are registered 
voters.) The voter  members will be appointed by the City Council. 

The Budget Committee at present includes three City Councilors and 
four voter members, and no members of the School Committee. 

At their April 11 meeting, members of the CRC were leaning toward 
expanding the Budget Committee to nine members, but over the 
course of subsequent meetings, came to a consensus that including 
all members of the City Council and School Committee would              
provide greater accountability for the budget. Some members of the 
CRC expressed the view that some City Councilors were voting on 
budgets that they were not sufficiently informed about, and making 
them members of the Budget Committee would address that. 

The City Council will also be given the power to set compensation 
for voter members of the Budget Committee. 

Another proposed change to the Charter will increase funds that are 
set aside for the Capital Improvements Program (CIP). The current 
charter caps this at 4% of the previous year’s combined City and 
School operating budgets, less the previous year’s budgeted CIP. The 
proposed new language would increase that amount by .25% per 
year until reaching 7.5%. City Manager Steve Buck and Public Works 
Director Matt Hill advocated strongly for this change, as they              
documented that without it, the City could fall behind on the goal of 
improving the overall condition of our roads, due to severe inflation 
in the cost of construction. While the City has already made this 
change to the budget, by putting it in the Charter, it protects that 
process from future City Councils who might want to reduce taxes 
by slashing the CIP. 

The School Budget validation process is set by state law and cannot 
be changed by the Charter, but language in the Charter is being       
proposed to clarify the process, with the inclusion of references to 
the relevant state statutes. 

There was extensive discussion at several meetings about             
whether the right to vote on the municipal side of the budget should 
be returned to voters, or whether the City Council should retain the 
power of approval. CRC members eventually concluded that a citizen 
up-or-down vote on the budget is meaningless, for the following 
reasons: 

• A “no” vote would not actually affect the budget. By law, the 
budget as approved by the City Council would remain in effect 
until a new budget could be approved. In other words, voting no 
is not enough – voters must say yes to a budget before it can be 
enacted, which might require multiple referenda to be held, at 
taxpayer expense, until a majority of voters can agree on a           
bottom-line figure. 

• A “no” vote, and even a subsequent “yes” vote on a lower budg-
et, would have no effect on that year’s property tax bills. By the 
time a budget referendum could be approved, property taxes 
for the fiscal year have already been committed, which has to be 
done on July 1. It might seem that moving up the budget process 
to earlier in the year could address this aspect of the problem, 
but crafting a budget depends on the amount of revenues the 
City gets from the state, and those amounts are not set until the 
state legislature passes Maine’s final budget and the Governor 
signs it. This year that happened in late April, but last year it 
was much later. There is a short window of time to post public 
notices, and hold public hearings and the referendum. 

Some CRC members pointed out that since Sanford is a                          
representative democracy, unhappy taxpayers already have a means 
of affecting the budget, by voting for City Council candidates whose 
priorities align with theirs. 

No change is proposed to be made to Section 1302 of the Charter, 
which provides a process for citizens to overrule the Council on the 
budget or other matters. 

A proposed change to the Charter would      
Continued on page 8 
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The Future of  

the Sanford Springvale News 
The Sanford Springvale News is rapidly approaching its second birthday. We hope you 
have enjoyed keeping up with local news and events as much as we have enjoyed bringing 
them to you. But we want to take a minute to ask you to think about the future of this            
publication, and whether you would like to see it continue. 

Right now, the SSN is the work of three people: 

• Zendelle Bouchard, who is Editor/Publisher/Writer/Bookkeeper/Webmaster/
Delivery person and whatever else needs doing 

• Dave Rude, who spends hours each week scrolling through more than 200 Facebook 
pages and websites of local organizations, schools, churches and businesses to keep 
tabs on what’s happening. He is also the proofreader and subscription coordinator. 

• Liz Kilkenny, who manages the advertising that pays for printing and other expenses 

Our three-person crew has worked hard to keep the paper coming to you for almost two 
years, but this setup is not sustainable. If any one of us had a major health issue or family 
emergency, or just wanted to do something else with our time, the presses would grind to a 
halt. None of us wants to see that happen, so we are asking for your help. 

Since the SSN doesn’t make enough money to actually survive as a business, the best way to 
ensure it stays around for years to come is for it to become a nonprofit, run by a group of 
people who each contribute a few hours a week or a month to gather, report and distribute 
the news and events of our community. Whether you believe that “it takes a village” or 
“many hands make light work,” the transition to a group effort will enable us to keep           
publishing if one or another person has to drop out or scale back for whatever reason. 

Do you have a few hours to spare? You don’t have to be a great writer (that’s what editors 
are for!). All you need is an appreciation for local news and a desire to help it continue. 
There are many ways to contribute, from organizing to newsgathering to taking photos. 
Email us at sanfordspringvalenews@outlook.com or call 207-206-9112 and we’ll figure it 
out. Let’s keep this thing going! 

Summer Reading 
Programs 

Goodall Library’s Summer Reading             
Program “Oceans of Possibilities” will begin 
on Tuesday June 21st and run until August 
13th. There are challenges available for kids, 
teens, and adults, with easy logging available 
on the free Beanstack app. Young patrons 
can earn fun prizes as they go, and adult 
patrons can use their reading to enter a   
raffle for either a lobster dinner basket or 
some local dining gift cards. Pre-registration 
has already begun – information packets and 
welcome kits are available in the Library 
lobby. 

At Springvale Library, summer reading 
programs begin June 13 and run through 
August 13. The theme of the children's          
program is “Jump Into the World” - learn 
about different cultures and the things that 
unite us. Every time you come into the         
Library this summer, place a globe into the 
tube for Books for Ukraine. When it reaches 
the top, a book will be earned for a              
Ukrainian child. The teen program includes 
trying some snacks from around the world! 
The adult program, “Peace Starts at Home,” 
is also about cultures from around the 
world. Come in and pick up your Summer 
Reading Bingo card anytime after June 13. 
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Memorial Day Parade 

Sanford’s Memorial Day Parade was 
back in a big way this year, with         
performances by both the Sanford 
High School and Sanford Middle 
School bands, and the participation of 
local veterans, scouts, Civil Air Patrol, 
the Police and Fire Departments, and 
other organizations. Governor Janet 
Mills marched along with Mayor           
Anne-Marie Mastraccio and members 
of the City Council. 
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Memorial Day at Southern Maine Veterans’ Cemetery 
 

At Southern Maine Veterans’ Memorial                
Cemetery, WWII veterans Leon Tanguay and Don 
Littlefield laid the memorial wreath. US Coast 
Guard Commander Luann Kehlenbach, Mayor 
Mastraccio and Governor Mills were among the 
speakers. Pipers Al Halliday and Bill Ferrigno 
played Amazing Grace. Photos: Dianne Connolly. 
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News Notes 
Damage Controlman Fireman George Helferich of Sanford, who 
is serving aboard the USS John P Murtha (LPD 26), was recog-
nized by the Commander of the Naval Surface Force in the US 
Pacific Fleet as the #FaceofSurfaceWarfare on their Facebook 
page this week. In 1948, the Damage Controlman rating was 
established as a result of the consolidation of the Specialist (F) 
(Fire Fighters), Carpenter’s Mate, Carpenter’s Mate (SR) 
(Joiners), Carpenter’s Mate (SR) (Builders), and Painter ratings. 
The duties performed by DCs include operating, repairing and 
maintaining installed firefighting systems and equipment, dam-
age control equipment, and chemical, biological and radiological 
defense equipment. They train shipboard personnel in the oper-
ation, maintenance and repair of damage control systems and 
equipment, life saving devices, and various firefighting methods. 

Do you have a student new to Sanford Middle School or a re-
turning student just a little anxious about the 22/23 school 
year? They can take a tour of the school and meet their counse-
lor on Tuesday, June 14 or Tuesday, August 16, from 9:00 to 
11:00 a.m.  

Fire Department Log 
May 1-15 

 

Fires 
Outdoor fires are very common in spring, as shown by the number 
of incidents in the first half of the month. On May 1, a woods fire on 
Pierce Ave., caused by disposal of wood stove ash, brought Engines 
4 and 5 to the rescue. On May 9, a mulch fire on Main St. was caused 
by a cigarette. That same day, all units and mutual aid from             
surrounding communities responded to a 3-alarm house fire on 
Kirk St. in Springvale. Fortunately, there were no injuries. While 
our Department was battling that blaze, Kennebunk firefighters 
took care of another mulch fire on Main St. in Sanford. 

On the 11th, leaves on Pierce Ave. ignited while being mowed.        
Engine 4 responded. Two units provided mutual aid to North         
Berwick for a woods fire there. While that was going on, three units 
responded to a car fire on North Ave. The following day, May 12, 
there were two cooking fires. One on Spartan Dr. was caused by 
burned tray liners in the kitchen. The second one, on High St. was 
due to burning food left unattended. 

Other Incidents 
During the first half of May, there was one report of burning that 
was authorized, one smoke scare, and one HazMat investigation, 
with no hazardous materials found. There was a carbon monoxide 
detector activation with no CO found. One call was put down to 
severe weather. One call was categorized as a malicious or           
mischievous false report. 

EMS 
On May 11, the Department responded to a male who fell while on 
a roof on Roles St. There were 100 others calls for emergency          
medical services during the period. 22 people received first aid, 62 
received basic life support and 29 received advanced life support. 
91 people were taken to the hospital. Firefighters responded to two 
motor vehicle accident with injuries. Two invalids were given          
assistance. 

Other 
Three calls were dispatched and cancelled en route. On five              
occasions, there was no incident found upon arrival. There were 
five incidents of unintentional activations of alarms or                          
malfunctioning equipment. 

NOTICE TO CLAIM COVERED PROPERTY, DANGEROUS BUILDING 

  
12 FIELDSTONE LN identified as Tax Map R11B, Lot 89, and further             
described in deeds recorded in the York County Registry of Deeds at Book 
6298, Page 120 and Book 6981, Page 241 and Mortgage recorded at Book 
6298, Page 122, the owner and parties in interest are hereby notified, 
pursuant to 30-A M.R.S.A § 3106 that within twenty one (21) days of June 
3, 2022, all covered property, including all tangible personal property 
located in or on the said property must be claimed or removed.  If covered 
property is not claimed within 21 days and possession of the covered 
property is not taken within 10 days of claiming it, the City may sell the 
covered property and apply proceeds from the sale to help recover       
expenses; or if the property has no market value, otherwise dispose of the 
property.  The City Manager was authorized and directed by the City 
Council to take the necessary steps to abate the nuisance condition,       
including removal and disposal of said building, and securing the property.  
The City will recover all expenses, including reasonable attorney’s fees and 
costs, by means of special tax or civil action.  You can discuss this notice 
with the Director of Community Development for the City of Sanford prior 
to the expiration of this notice at (207) 608-4101 between the hours of 
8:00 AM and 4:00 PM Monday through Friday.  

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

The Sanford Planning Board will hold a public hearing & receive  

written & oral comments at its June 15, 2022 meeting, starting at 6:30 

pm, for Calvary Baptist Church’s request for Amended Major Site Plan 

approval to renovate its building at 47 High Street to construct 3 new 

classrooms and remove 2 portable classrooms. Two of the existing 

four portables are proposed to remain onsite until the end of the 

2023/2024 school year (tax map I29, lots 73, 78, & 80). 

 

The hearing may be held in person in Council Chambers at City Hall, 

919 Main Street, Sanford, or via remote video and teleconference 

pursuant to City Council Rules of Procedure pertaining to conduct of 

meetings in indoor public space. Meeting information, including how 

to connect via Zoom, is provided at www.sanfordmaine.org/planning. 

Questions should be directed to the Planning Office at 324-9150 or 

jababcock@sanfordmaine.org or  bdellavalle@sanfordmaine.org. 
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Some April Real Estate Transactions 
Walnut Brook Rd.,  3 lots totalling 23+ acres, open and wooded, mostly in Sanford and zoned RR, includes 2.8 acres in N. Berwick, $200,000 

7 Frost St., Springvale, Multifamily, four 2-bed units & one 3-bed, clean updated units, well maintained, good rental history, $445,000 

56 Bateman St., 5 room Ranch, 2 bed/1 bath, flexible floorplan, many updates, attached garage, level yard, $280,000 

4 Brunelle Ave., 7 room Split Entry, 4 bed/2.5 bath, master suite w/sitting room, family room, 3 car attached garage, deck, $396,580 

327 Hanson Ridge Rd., Springvale, 5 room Ranch, 2 bed/2 bath, built 2003, hardwood floors throughout, formal dining room, sunroom, 
daylight basement, attached 2 car garage, large deck, generator for backup power, .91 acres, $376,100 

43 River St., Multifamily, three 1-bed, three 2-bed and three 4-bed units, $3,950,000 

4 Grant Ave., 7 room Bungalow, 3 bed/2 bath, full walkout basement, 2 car garage, quiet neighborhood, needs some work, $175,000 

7 Glen St. , New 5 room Ranch, 3 bed/1 bath, in progress, room to add a garage, $279,900 

440 Mt. Hope Rd., Multifamily + single family on 3 acres, 4 units total, separate heating systems, plenty of parking, $362,900 

72 Bernier Rd., 6 room Ranch, 3 bed/2 bath, updated kitchen, separate dining room, hearth in living room, two car garage w/bonus space 
above, acre lot partially fenced, $315,000 

729 Main St., 6 room Cape, 3 bed/2 bath, fireplace w/pellet stove insert, large living room, 3 season porch, $293,000 

23 Timothy Ln., 7 room Ranch, 3 bed/2 bath, built 2002, four season sunroom, first floor laundry, gas fireplace, hardwood and tile flooring, 
2 car attached garage, deck, $387,000 
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increase the amount that the City Council can appropriate in        
emergency situations, from $250,000 to $1 million. Another proposal 
would increase the amount of bonds the Council can approve, from 
$250,000 to $1 million. Bonds over $1 million would require voter 
approval. 

A change to the Planning Board section would require four or more 
members to vote in the affirmative on any action. Currently only a 
majority of members present are required for approval. 

A link to the City Charter online, with all the proposed changes red-
lined, may be found at sanfordmaine.org/CharterReviewCommittee. 

Charter Amendments...continued from page 2 Menopause The Musical 

Coming to SPAC June 24 
Press Release 

Sanford Performing Arts Center is proud to present the national 
tour of the international hit show Menopause The Musical® on   
Friday, June 24 at 7:00pm. Menopause The Musical® is a                
groundbreaking celebration of women who are on the brink of, in 
the middle of, or have survived “The Change.” The touring                     
production is produced by GFour Productions, winners of 56 Drama 
Desk and 49 Tony Awards® 

Now celebrating 20 years of female empowerment through                
hilarious musical comedy, Menopause The Musical® has evolved as 
a "grassroots" movement of women who deal with life adjustments 
after 40 by embracing each other and the road ahead.  

Set in a department store, four women meet while shopping for a 
black lace bra at a lingerie sale. After noticing similarities among 
one another, the cast jokes about their woeful hot flashes, mood 
swings, wrinkles, weight gain and much more. These women form a 
sisterhood and unique bond with the entire audience as they rejoice 
in celebrating that menopause is no longer “The Silent Passage.” 

Inspired by a hot flash and a bottle of wine, Menopause The               
Musical® was created as a celebration of women who find                  
themselves at any stage of “The Change.” The laughter-filled 90-
minute production gets audience members out of their seats and 
singing along to parodies from classic pop songs of the ‘60s, ‘70s 
and ‘80s. 

Menopause The Musical® is now in its 20th year and has been seen 
by more than 17 million people. It has played every state in the   
continental U.S. and more than 500 cities worldwide, and has been 
translated into nine languages. For information, visit 
www.MenopauseTheMusical.com. 

Tickets start at $47 and may be purchased at sanfordpac.org. 

seniors 60+ and            
military members with valid ID are just $5. Season ticket prices are 
$100 for adults, $70 for kids/seniors/military, and $200 for a family 
of two adults/two kids, or three adults. Season tickets may be          
purchased at the Mainers’ office at 917 Main St., or online at                
sanfordmainers.square.site/tickets. 

The Mainers are excited to have several local players join the team 
this year, including: 

• Brady Afthim, Windham/Windham, ME (University of                       
Connecticut) 

• Bryce Afthim, Windham/Windham, ME (University of Southern 
Maine) 

• Quinn McDaniel, Marshwood/Eliot, ME (University of Maine) 

• Jack Mullen, Cheverus/Freeport, ME (Bowdoin College) 

• Jacob Humphrey, Bonny Eagle/Standish, ME (UMass-Lowell) 

Head Coach Nic Lops is returning to lead the team for the second 
year. 

Mainers...continued from page 1 


