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Sanford Parks and Recreation has some great fun stuff planned for the 
kids during April Vacation week. Call (207) 324-9130 with any             
questions. 

Monday, April 18 and All Week Long 
Vacation Camp: Want to keep the kids busy all week? Vacation Camp 
at Memorial Gym is packed with fun and safe activities for kids in 
grades K-8. The cost is $100 for the whole week and    includes a field 
trip every day. The program runs from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Get more info and sign up at sanfordrec.com. 

Rock N’ Glo Bowl: At the Bowl-a-Rama, from noon to 2:00 p.m., every 
day through April 23. Enjoy two hours of Glo Bowling, shoes, a slice of 
pizza and a soda for just $12. Call 324-2401 to reserve your spot. 

Ice Cream: Shain’s of Maine is offering ice cream for a buck all week – 
just tell ’em “The Ice Cream Man Sent Me” and get a small cone or 
sandwich cookie for just $1. Open til 8:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 19 
Disc Golf: Have you ever wondered what the metal contraptions are in the middle of Gowen Park? Well, 
now is your chance to find out! Meet up at 10:30 in the Park and learn how to play disc golf. It’s fun, it’s 
easy, and the discs are provided. You can also bring a Frisbee from home. See you at Gowen! 

Free Bike Hike: Starting from the Memorial Gym parking lot (behind the Gym), the Bike Hike will be 
from 12:15 to 1:00 p.m. and is a 3 mile easy trail – good for single geared bikes – NO Training Wheels. 
We will be biking the Mousam Trail, so no worries about traffic. 4th-8th Graders welcome – parents can 
join too or stay and play in the parking lot or playground with the little ones. Helmets a must! Bring a 
water bottle. No Registration required – just show up with your bike. Kids 4th-8th grades are welcome 
so bring a friend or two. 

     Wednesday, April 20 
SNAG Golf Clinic for 6-8 year olds: at Memorial Gym 
from 9:30-10:15 a.m. $10 per child, registration                 
required at sanfordrec.com. 

Line Dancing: All ages welcome, 10:30-11:30 a.m. at 
Memorial Gym. Pay $2 to the attendant. 

Mountain View Mini Golf and Adventure: Mini golf 
and buckets of range balls are half price Wednesday-
Friday. 

Thursday, April 21 
Fishing at Number One Pond: Parents, bring your kids 
15 and younger from 8:30-10:30 a.m. Bring your poles 
and fresh worms from the garden, too. Door prizes for 
everyone! 

Nerf Gun Fun: Free for kids in grades 3-8, 1:00-2:00 
p.m. at the Memorial Gym. They will have ammo, so 
please don’t bring any, but do bring your Nerf/Air guns , 
eye protection and water bottle. 

Friday, April 22 
Bounce / Obstacle Course: Memorial Gym, 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. The bounce house is for kids in PreK-2nd 
grade, and obstacle course for kids in grades 3-8. Cost is 
$5 per kid, maximum $20/family. 

Community Calendar 
4/16 Rolling Thunder Dinner, 
4:30-6 pm, VFW Post 9935 

4/16 Crown Jewels Drag Night, 
8 pm, Nasson Little Theatre 

4/17 Springvale Library             
Auction ends 

4/18 Red Cross Blood Drive, 
noon-5 pm, Nasson Community 
Center 

4/19 Bingo, 6 pm, Sanford Elks 

4/19 City Council, 6 pm 

4/20 Ceremony Honoring FF 
Corydon Goodwin, 11 am, 
Springvale Fire Station 

4/20 Quilts From Kuwait to 
Kenya & Around the World, 
5:30 pm, Springvale Library 

4/22 The Painter in the Port, 7 
pm, Nasson Little Theatre 

4/23 Bean Supper, 4:30-6 pm, 
First Baptist Church of Sanford 

4/23 The Painter in the Port, 7 
pm 

4/23 Southern Rail bluegrass 
concert, 7:30 pm, Sanford 
Springvale Historical Museum 
Visit our website for more details 
Sanfordspringvalenews.com 

Vacation Week Activities 
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Charter Review Committee Will Recommend Expanding Budget Committee 

At its meeting on April 11, 2022, the Charter Review Committee 
discussed some key issues with regard to the budget, namely: 

• Should the City continue to have a Budget Committee, or               
eliminate it? 

• If the Budget Committee is retained, what should its makeup 
be? 

• Should the public’s right to vote on the Municipal side of the 
budget be reinstated? 

After lengthy discussion, a majority of the Committee members  
expressed support for retaining the Budget Committee, but with 
some changes. The Budget Committee is currently composed of 
three City Councilors and four members of the public, who are           
appointed by the City Council. All were agreed that some members 
of the School Committee should be included as well. The Charter 
Review Committee will recommend that the Budget Committee be 
expanded from seven members to nine, and be composed of two City 
Councilors, two members of the School Committee, and up to five 
members of the public. 

The phrase “up to” reflects the fact that it is difficult to get members 
of the public to volunteer for these positions. This year, the City had 
only four applicants to fill four seats on the Budget Committee.            
Under this new proposal, if only three or four citizens apply, only 
three will be appointed so the Committee would still have an odd 
number of members. 

There was discussion about whether the public members should be 
elected rather than appointed. The majority is leaning toward          
appointment, feeling that it is even more difficult to get people to 
run for office than to apply for appointment. 

Two changes are also being proposed to help the Budget Committee 
work smarter and more efficiently: three-year terms for the public 
members, instead of the current one-year terms; and an earlier start 
to the budget review process. These changes should enable                
members to get a better grip on the complexities of the budget in in 
the short time frame available. 

The Charter Review Committee will also recommend the Charter 
specify that the Chair and Vice Chair of the Budget Committee be 
members of the public, rather than elected officials. 

A stipend for Budget Committee members was also discussed, but 
no decision was made. 

The Charter Review Committee also did not come to a decision on 
whether to recommend reinstating the referendum vote on the         
municipal budget. The vote was eliminated beginning in 2018 due to 
low voter turnout, triggered by a “sunset clause” in Section 704 of 

the Charter, which states that this happens automatically if the          
average voter participation in the Budget Validation Referendum 
over a five-year period is less than 25% of voter participation in the 
most recent gubernatorial election. 

The Charter Review Committee will continue discussion at its next 
meeting on May 2. If you would like to have input on these items, or 
anything else in the City Charter, you can contact the Committee at 
sanfordmaine.org/CharterReviewCommittee. You may also write to 
the Committee in care of the City Manager’s Office, 919 Main St., 
Sanford ME 04073. 

The Charter Review Committee’s recommendations will go the City 
Council for approval before voters get their say in November. 

Spring Flushing Program 
The Sanford Water District started its spring flushing program on 
April 10 and will continue through May. Flushing the water mains 
improves water quality by removing sediment that slowly builds up 
at the bottom of the water main over time. The sediment primarily 
comes from natural iron content in the water that settles out in the 
distribution system. It can also sometimes be from internal               
corrosion (tuberculation) of the water mains over many years. 

Flushing will happen between 10 PM and 5 AM to minimize              
impacts to customers. Whenever the District opens a hydrant for 
flushing, a District vehicle or traffic cones will be located next to 
any hydrant. Sanford Dispatch is notified of the flushing locations 
each night. The District leaves the hydrants open until the water 
runs clear. 

The areas scheduled to be flushed each week are published on the 
Sanford Water District website, http://www.sanfordwater.org/
flushing, and is updated as the program progresses. 

After water main cleaning, customers may experience discolored 
water but this should not last long. If water is discolored after a 
flushing program in their area, turn on a cold tap for only a few 
minutes. 

The District opens hydrants throughout the city every spring and 
fall to flush the distribution system of any iron buildup in the water 
mains. The flushing program also verifies proper operation of          
hydrants and evaluates fire flows (a specified duration necessary to 
control a major fire) throughout the transmission and distribution 
system. The District performs unidirectional flushing, which             
isolates each pipeline and forces flow at a high speed in a single 
direction to quickly and efficiently clean the pipe. This process also 
allows the District to verify that isolation valves in the distribution 
system are working properly. 

For more information about the flushing program, please call the 
Sanford Water District office at (207) 324-2312 or visit http://
www.sanfordwater.org/flushing. 
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A proposal by the Sanford Police Department to provide an                
enforcement mechanism for unpaid parking tickets will go to the 
City Council for a public hearing next month. Currently, the                 
Department can ticket people who park illegally, but if they don’t 
pay, there are no repercussions. Police Chief Craig Andersen said 
this is unfair to those who do pay their tickets. 

Under the proposal, a parking ticket fine will double if the ticket is 
not paid within 30 days. After the new ordinance goes into effect, if a 
second parking ticket goes unpaid for more than 30 days, an officer 
will respond to the registered owner’s address (if local) with a  
warning that a third ticket will result in the vehicle being towed. 

A vehicle parked on a public way or on City-owned property with 
three or more prior outstanding tickets might also be towed without 
warning. An officer MAY allow the owner to avoid the tow by            
immediately paying the tickets at the Police Department. Patrol  
officers will not be able to accept payment. 

If the vehicle is towed, all fines must be paid before it will be           
released. 

There is a process by which a vehicle owner can contest a parking 

ticket if a mistake was made or in an emergency situation. 

The Police Department is also proposing to eliminate the ban on 
overnight parking on most of the City’s main streets between          
December 1 and April 1 each winter. Instead, when streets are clear 
of snow and there is no storm forecast, parking will be allowed. 
When a storm is predicted or the Public Works Department has to 
clear snow from a previous storm, an Emergency Parking Ban will 
be announced. The City will compile a contact list so that residents 
of affected streets will get an email or text notifying them. 

Chief Andersen said the change was being proposed to help           
residents who live downtown where not all homes have driveways. 
The ease of notification with texts and emails makes the reliance on 
emergency bans possible. 

The proposed changes will go to the City Council for a public hearing 
on May 3. 

Parking Ordinance Changes Proposed 
Changes Would Provide for Enforcement of Unpaid Tickets, Eliminate Winter Parking Ban on Certain Streets 

News Notes 
For the upcoming Patriot’s Day holiday, there will be no changes to 
the rubbish/recycling pickup schedule for the week of April 18-22. 
All City offices and both libraries will be closed Monday, April 18. 
The School Committee meeting will be held the following Monday, 
April 25, instead. The Transfer Station and Demo Debris Area will 
be closed on Tuesday, April 19.  

The Stories Quilts Tell program at Springvale Library has been can-
celled, but instead the Library will present Quilts From Kuwait to 
Kenya and Around the World with Paramjeet Bawa at 5:30 p.m. 
on April 20. Paramajeet has been sharing her passion for creativity 
and quilting across the world. Her quilts have won international 
awards, including an honorable mention at the Houston Quilt Show 
(the Oscars of quilting) for her creation “Dust Storm.” 

The Sanford ATV Club will hold its first meeting of the season on 
April 20 at 6:00 p.m., location to be determined. If you are a rider, 
please consider joining and supporting the Club. 

The YMCA is taking registrations now for its Summer Camp          
programs. Camp Marland, held at Bunganut Lake in Lyman, is for 
kids entering 2nd through 7th grade. Transportation from the Y is 
provided. Camp Mini-Marland, held at the Y, is for kids entering 
Kindergarten and 1st grade. Your child can attend either three days 
or five days per week for up to ten weeks. Breakfast and lunch are 
provided, and financial assistance is available More info is available 
at sanfordymca.org or call 324-4942. 

The Sanford Art Association will be meeting at the Goodall            
Library on April 23 at 10:00 a.m. to plan the upcoming season. All 
members and those thinking about becoming members are          
welcome to attend. 

Doing some spring cleaning and need to get rid of old paperwork? 
Partners Bank is having its annual free Spring Shred event the 
week of April 25, at all locations. 
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Construction: Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson reported that 
he will be getting written assurance from Briggs, the subcontractor 
that is working on the HVAC problem at Sanford High School, that 
the issue will be resolved even if it takes into next winter. The School 
Department is finalizing a change order for the SHS/SRTC project to 
come to an agreement with the contractor on items that still need to 
be completed, so the project can be closed out. 

Mr. Nelson said that office and storage space that were “value            
engineered” out of the Sanford Middle School renovation project 
may be built after all, under a local bond that was put in place for 
that purpose. He is hoping that much of the work, including removal 
of the peach tile and orange lockers, can be done over the summer. 
Currently the School Department is using space in the kitchen of the 
Memorial Gym. 

At Margaret Chase Smith School, the fire lane will be paved during 
the April school vacation. 

Scheduling Advisory: The Scheduling Advisory Committee has  
decided to create focus groups to gather input from stakeholders, 
rather than issuing a survey. The Committee hopes to conclude its 
work this fall, to be ready to implement any changes in fall 2023. 

Sanford Performing Arts Center: School Committee Chair Paula 
Cote reported that the performances of “Mamma Mia” played to 
packed houses and received rave reviews. She quoted a Facebook 
post by Marty McKeon, who called it “a major turning point in SHS 
theater and musical endeavors…a beaming light of Sanford pride.” 
Mr. Nelson echoed those comments, and said the students put their 
absolute all into the shows. 

Mr. Nelson also announced that the Bandfest and Spring Sing, which 
were not open to the public, are both available on WSSR-TV’s 

YouTube channel for viewing. 230 students participated in Bandfest 
and 150 in the Spring Sing. 

Student Representatives: Grace Davie and Bella Farrington 
plugged the SHS Variety Show on April 7, which was being run as a 
fundraiser by the National Honor Society students. It is available on 
WSSR as well. Bella also announced that the Sanford Farmers’           
Market will return on May 7 from 8:00 to noon at Central Park. 

Safe Return to Schools: Mr. Nelson went over the average                
attendance numbers and how to find the Covid information on the 
School Department’s website. He said cases have for the most part 
been holding steady with some increases. There has been a dropoff 
in participation in the pooled testing program, as school nurses  
report that many families are using at-home tests instead. 

The School Committee had discussed at its previous meeting            
whether information about positive cases should continue to be 
pushed out to parents on the Spartan app. Mr. Nelson proposed they 
be sent only to parents of kids in a school where a positive case is 
identified, rather than the entire district. Vice Chair Amy Sevigny 
said she would like the alerts as well as pooled testing to be            
discontinued altogether. 

SRTC Building Trades Program: Troy Hathaway and Peg            
Levasseur of SRTC were joined by Mark Patterson of Patco to talk 
about the Building Trades Program, which has built three modular 
homes in the past five years. Students build the home at school and 
then finish it onsite. Mr. Hathaway said that the sale of the current 
project home will make the program financially self-sufficient and 
enable the school to provide scholarships to students who want to 
further their education in the building trades. 

Mr. Patterson networks with 

School Committee 4/4 Meeting Notes 

Continued on page 7 
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Three of the City Council’s Subcommittees met April 12 to discuss a 
variety of issues. Here is a quick synopsis of some of the items that 
were discussed. 

Municipal Operations and Property Subcommittee 

Marginal Way: Issues with a resident of Marginal Way who is           
reportedly speeding, passing school buses and otherwise disturbing 
neighbors and the environment were discussed with Police Chief 
Craig Andersen, who said the Department will be stepping up          
patrols in the area. Residents who have criminal activity to report 
may call 911 or the Department’s non-emergency number. He said 
the online reporting system will soon be up and running as well, 
which may be an appropriate way to report ongoing issues. Mayor 
Anne-Marie Mastraccio said the School Department would be              
notified that school bus drivers should always report vehicles            
passing them illegally to the Police Department. 

Rail Trail: Parks and Recreation Director Brady Lloyd went over the 
text of a proposed ATV policy for the Rail Trail. The Subcommittee 
and City staff had a number of suggestions for edits. ATVs includes 
dirt bikes but not e-bikes. He will revise the policy and bring it to the 
full City Council at its May 3 meeting. 

Midtown Mall: The Subcommittee heard details of the proposed 
maintenance assessment district which will cover approximately 
2/3 of the costs of winter maintenance and electricity for the             
Midtown Mall parking lot, plus capital improvements that will be 
budgeted over a period of years. Creation of the district will reduce 
the burden on taxpayers at large by assessing maintenance costs 
more fairly to the two large property owners at the Mall who benefit 
directly from the services. The proposal is for 2/3 of the costs only, 
because the other 1/3 is considered to be the estimated public            
benefit of the parking lot. 

If the proposal is approved, the two property owners will be billed 

each year for the prior year’s actual expenses. KSC, LLC, which owns 
the building housing the Family Dollar Store, will be responsible for 
34%, while Meggs Properties, LLC, which owns the two buildings 
housing DHHS and Republicash, will be responsible for 66%. These 
percentages were determined by the relative property values of the 
buildings. 

The City also considered other options, including parking meters 
and the creation of a much larger district.  To ease the transition on 
the two property owners, the City would offer a phase-in over the 
first three years. 

There are multiple steps and public hearings required to put the 
proposal into motion. The first step will be a public hearing at the 
next City Council meeting on May 3. 

Public Safety Subcommittee 

MHU Update: Lacey Bailey, the OPTIONS (Overdose Prevention 
Through Intensive Outreach, Naloxone and Safety) clinician for York 
County who is based at the Sanford Police Department, provided an 
update on the work of the SPD’s Mental Health Unit. They have been 
checking homeless encampment sites, offering services to those 
individuals willing to accept help, and asking people to move on if 
they are on private property where they are not wanted. There are 
plans to do a cleanup of some sites. They are meeting with the             
District Attorney to discuss how protective custody may be used to 
help people with substance use and mental health issues. Ms. Bailey 
has joined a new Recovery Housing Task Force, which will follow a 
successful model from New Hampshire to work toward housing 
solutions for people recovering from substance use disorder. 

Cops at Stops: For the month of May, the SPD in conjunction with 
Ledgemere Transportation will be having officers at bus stops 
around the City. This “Cops at Stops” 
program will provide an opportunity Continued on page 7 

The City of Sanford Announces 

Openings for the Board of Assessment Review 
 

The Board of Assessment Review has five openings, each for a 
three year term. The Board meets as needed to review and rule 
on appeals duly filed in writing by taxpayers regarding any tax 
assessment made by the Sanford Tax Assessor. 

 

Applicants for these positions must be residents of Sanford or 
Springvale and should have familiarity with or expertise in the 
areas of real estate, accounting or assessment, and should 
have an understanding of the rules of assessment.  Training will 
be provided to Board Members upon appointment. 

 

Application forms are available by contacting the City                  
Manager’s office at 324-9173 or by email at                                   
lkricketts@sanfordmaine.org, or by visiting the City’s website 
www.sanfordmaine.org and looking under Government/Boards 
& Committees. 

 

Please mail applications to: 

City of Sanford 

Attn: Lorisa Ricketts 

919 Main Street 

Sanford, ME 04073 

Subcommittee Reports 
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Fire Log: March 16-31 
Smoke & Fires: On March 17, seven units responded to a cooking 
fire on Whitcomb Ave., caused by someone boiling down maple  
syrup. The garage filled with smoke but the fire was confined to the 
container. Smoke was reported on Main St. on March 18, but was 
determined to be from an outside source. In the early hours of 
March 23, six units were called to a multiple car fire on Main St. that 
spread to a building. The following day, a structure fire was                 
reported on Grove Ave., but it was determined to be smoke from a 
furnace problem, rather than a fire. On March 31, smoldering wood 
pellets in a stove caused a smoke issue on Country Club Road #2. 
One call was determined to be authorized controlled burning. 

Gas & Electric: There was a report of the smell of propane on 
Pierce Ave. on March 26, but firefighters were unable to locate a 
leak. On March 21, a tree branch on power lines on Diamond Ln. 
caused the lines to touch and arc. A transformer issue on Main St. on 
March 25 was referred to Central Maine Power. There were five 
other calls for downed power lines during the period. 

EMS: The Department received 112 calls for Emergency Medical 
Services during the period. 30 individuals received first aid, 57 were 
treated with basic life support and 41 received advanced life             
support. 92 people were transported to the hospital. Firefighter/
EMTs also responded to one motor vehicle accident with injuries, 
and six without injuries. Invalids were assisted on six occasions. 

Public Service: On March 18, the Department came to the aid of a 
person in a wheelchair stuck in the mud on Main St. Two calls were 
for assistance with home safety equipment. 

Other: One municipal alarm and two local alarms were described as 
malicious false alarms. There were eight calls for smoke or other 
alarms that were either unintentional or the result of a malfunction. 
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for children to meet officers who can answer questions while          
promoting bus stop safety. 

Autism Patch: For the month of April, which is Autism Awareness 
Month, Sanford Police Officers are wearing special patches in            
support of those with Autism. Patches are for sale for $15 each and 
all proceeds go directly to Waban Projects. There is a limited supply 
and anyone interested in a patch can contact Officer Andrew            
Raymond at apraymond@sanfordmaine.org or see any officer for a 
patch, as they will be made available to all police officers. Chief          
Andersen praised Officer Raymond for his work on this initiative. 

Route 4/Grammar Rd. Intersection: The Subcommittee members 
raised issues with the traffic light at this intersection, which doesn’t 
appear to work properly, leading people waiting to turn left onto 
Grammar Rd. to run the red light. Mr. Buck said it is working, but the 
light is triggered by a loop under the road, and if a car comes to the 
intersection in midcycle, it will cycle all the way through before 
displaying the green arrow. He said the state will be redoing all the 
traffic lights in 2023 or 2024, and changing to a new camera system. 

Solid Waste Subcommittee 

8-Gallon PAYT Bags: The 8-gallon Pay-As-You-Throw trash bags, 
which have been unavailable for several months, will soon be               
available again. The company that makes them (WasteZero) is           
requesting the City of Sanford pay for them upfront in lots of 100 
cases, rather than paying after they are sold. The cost to the City will 
be the same. Since this size bag sells more slowly than the more 
popular 15-gallon and 33-gallon bags, it takes much longer for 
WasteZero to get paid. 

Resale of PAYT Bags: It has come to the attention of City                     
administrators that a local retailer is purchasing PAYT bags from 
another retailer, and selling them in their own store for $15.99,   
rather than the regular price of $14.50. Various ways of prohibiting 
or discouraging this practice were discussed.  

 

Subcommittees...continued from page 5 

suppliers, as well as the Homebuilders and Remodelers Association 
of Maine, to get donations of materials for the program. He said it is 
very easy to get donations, because the industry wants to support 
and promote getting new people working in the trades. 

Ms. Levasseur said that while most Career & Technical Education 
programs in the state offer carpentry, there are only a half dozen or 
so that actually build a house, and most ship it out and never see it 
again, while in Sanford they stay in the community. 

Safety Committee: Assistant Superintendent Steve Bussiere           
presented an update on safety. There have been 26 employee             
injuries since the beginning of January. Many were slip/trip/fall 
injuries, as well as injuries from working with students. He said Ed 
Techs in grades K-4 would be receiving behavior management 
training which should decrease these student-related injuries in the 
future. There have been 19 student injuries since January 1,                
including slip/trip/fall, playground injuries and minor cuts. He not-
ed that student injuries have decreased dramatically over the past 
few years, which he attributes to the new construction projects. 

Summer Facilities Planning: Mr. Bussiere said the Department is 
trying to plan food service for the summer. Normally food has to be 
prepared at the same site where it will be served. Last year there 
were waivers due to Covid, but those are set to expire on June 30 
unless Congress extends them. He said if the waivers are not            
extended, Margaret Chase Smith School would not be available for 
summer use, but the Department will work around that if                    
necessary. 

Staff Changes: Mr. Nelson went over the list of staff changes. He 
noted that at SMS, special education teacher Denise Allaire and fifth 
grade teacher Barbara Noone are both retiring as of June 30, and 
thanked them for their hard work and the  impact they have had on 
the school and students over the years.  

School Committee...continued from page 4 
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