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Your Maine Source for Information 

Community Calendar 
3/19 Rolling Thunder Drive-
Thru Dinner, 4:30-6 pm, VFW 
Post 9935, 1 Hutchinson St. 

3/19 Two Acts of Spring by 
Nasson Youth Theater, 7 pm, 
Nasson Little Theatre 

3/21 School Committee, 6 pm 

3/22 Bingo, 6 pm, Sanford Elks 

3/23 Organic Gardening with 
Vincent Cirasole, 5:30 pm, 
Springvale Library 

3/24 York County Community 
Needs Drive to support asylum 
seekers, 2-5 pm, 15 Daigle Ln. 

3/24 Budget Committee, 6 pm 

3/24 Informational Night on 
Internet Safety, 6 pm, SPAC 

3/25 Lenten Haddock Dinner, 5
-7 pm, St. Ignatius Gym 

3/25 SMS Sanford’s Got Talent 
Show 5-7:30 pm 

3/25-3/26 Two Acts of Spring 
by Nasson Youth Theater, 7 pm, 
Nasson Little Theatre 

3/26 Bean Supper, 5-6:30 pm, 
Crossroads United Methodist 
Church 

3/27 MBDC Winter Guard and 
Percussion Finals, SHS 

3/28 Red Cross Blood Drive, 
noon-5 pm, North Parish Church 

Visit our website for more details 
Sanfordspringvalenews.com 

Familiar Faces Running for New Districts in 
2022 Primaries 

March 15 was the deadline for candidates 
to file papers to appear on the June 14 
Democratic and Republic primary ballots, 
and the local candidates are all familiar 
names who have been involved in the         
community in various ways. 

In State Senate District 33, former Sanford 
School Committee member Kendra         
Williams will be on the ballot for the        
Democrats, while Matthew Harrington, 
who currently serves as State                       
Representative for District 19, will run 
unopposed on the Republican side. 

Among Sanford and Springvale’s three State Representative seats, there is only one primary challenge. 
Jack McAdam, who currently serves on the Planning Board, will face off against longtime resident Patty 
Kidder in the District 141 Democratic primary. In the November general election, the winner will face 
former City Councilor Lucas Lanigan, who is running unopposed on the Republican ticket. District 141 
includes most of Springvale and part of Sanford, as well as the towns of Shapleigh and Newfield. 

In the District 142 primary, Pamela Buck, who ran for State Rep. in 2018 and 2020, is the sole                
Republican on the ballot, while former City Councilor Joe Hanslip is running unopposed on the         
Democratic side. District 142 represents much of the east side and part of Springvale, and includes 
most of District 18, which was represented in the current Legislature by the late John Tuttle. 

For District 143, which includes south Sanford and part of the downtown area, the candidates are       
Sanford native Matthew Toth on the Republican ballot, and Budget Committee Chair Wesley Davie on 
the Democratic ticket. 

Riverstone Brewing Co. -  Sanford’s First 

Microbrewery 
Sanford is on the move these days – with the 
biggest airport solar project in the state, the 
newest performing arts center, and our great 
new high school and technical center. And 
now you can add to that list Maine’s newest 
microbrewery – Riverstone Brewing                
Company, which is also Sanford’s first. 

Riverstone is owned and operated by Michael 
Gill, a Dixfield native who has lived in the area 
for many years while working as a designer 
for Rubb Building Systems. He is currently 
producing lager and ale full time from his gar-
age while he looks for a commercial location. 

Michael told us he began brewing as a hobby in 1994, but got really serious about the craft around 
2008 when he first tasted New England IPA (India Pale Ale). This style of beer is very different from 
other brews, with a less bitter, more fruity flavor, and is more reliant on the chemistry of both the  
water and the hops than traditional beers, making it an interesting challenge for the brewer. 

Michael got his occupancy permit from the City last summer, which was the first step in the licensing 
process. A few months ago he received his final license from the 

Continued on page 6 

Continued on page 8 

Kendra Williams and Matt Harrington 

We couldn’t fit it all in! 
Visit our website for more local 
news, and subscribe by email 

so you never miss a story! 
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The Sanford City Council met March 15, 2022 via Zoom. All members 
were present.  

City Manager’s Report 

Communications Survey: City Manager Steve Buck reported that 
the City’s Communications survey for residents was launched March 
10, and received 214 responses as of Monday morning. The survey 
is online, and is also available in paper form in many locations 
around town, including at both libraries, City Hall and the Trafton 
Center. Sanford Housing Authority is doing a mailer for its residents 
and will discuss it at a community meeting as well. Communications 
Coordinator Jordan Wilson has reached out to other organizations 
including the American Legion, Chamber of Commerce and Rotary 
Club. 

Hiring News: Mr. Buck welcomed the following new City of Sanford 
employees: 

• Cynthia Utgard, who has returned full time as a certified       
dispatcher 

• Gary Souliere, part time custodian 

• Jodie Kimball Anderson, executive assistant to the Fire          
Department 

• Nikolas Boulaw, mechanic II 

• Avery Mee, dispatcher 

He noted there are several more people in the hiring process, and 
several positions are still open, including police officer and dispatch-
er, equipment operator, mechanic, seasonal laborer, snow plow  
operator, seasonal park laborer, lifeguard and camp counselor. 

Cycle Sanford: Kristen Cyr, one of the founders of Cycle Sanford, 
gave a presentation on the group’s past accomplishments as well as 
upcoming initiatives. Their three priorities for this year are: 

1. A pump track, which is a series of rolling hills and berms that  
cyclists use to gather momentum so that the course can be ridden 
without much pedaling. Pump tracks across the US have become 
destinations for travelers who are into cycling. Ms. Cyr said the 
group is putting together a proposal with all options, including  
funding mechanisms, which they will present to the Property           
Subcommittee soon. 

2. The Nasson Bicycle Center, run by Peter Chase, teaches kids how 
to build, maintain and 
enjoy their bikes. Ms. Cyr 
said there are opportuni-
ties to expand on his 
work and get more         
community support. 

3. Bike Fest 2022, which 
was first held in 2019, 
cancelled due to the   
pandemic in 2020 and 
cancelled due to weather 
in 2021. 

Lee Burnett talked about 
some of the activities 
that will be happening 
that day. The event will 
be held June 4 from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
with a rain date of June 5. 
William Oscar Emery Dr., 
Riverside Ave. and        
Pioneer Ave. will be 
closed to motor vehicles 
during the event. The 

festivities will include a BMX “jam” at the YMCA, a kid’s obstacle 
course, bike rodeo, a talk on cycling safety, music, food vendors, and 
a visit from Bruce the Moose. Zip Zamarchi, an antique bicycle         
enthusiast from Eliot, will bring a trailer full of the least dangerous 
bikes from his collection for people to try out. Mr. Burnett called 
Bike Fest a great way to experience Sanford in a new way.  

Public Hearings 

Cannabis licenses: There were 24 public hearings for renewals of 
marijuana grower/cultivator licenses, and two public hearings for 
new licenses. Code Enforcement Officer Jamie Cole said all the           
operations had been inspected and met the licensing criteria. No 
members of the public spoke in favor or against the licenses. They 
were all approved by the Council under the Consent Agenda. 

Community Enterprise Grant: A public hearing was held to receive 
comments and questions on a proposed application to the Maine 
CDBG Program for a Community Enterprise Grant to improve           
façades on eligible downtown buildings. Lee Burnett, the city’s grant 
writer, said the grant is meant to address blight conditions in             
downtown areas. The grant will provide up to $25,000 to property 
owners for improvements such as windows and siding. He said 
three downtown property owners have already expressed interest 
and are willing to contribute the necessary matching funds. 

Old Business 

Lagooning Moratorium: The second reading of a proposed            
extension on the moratorium on lagooning and creation of ponds 
below the seasonal high water table in mineral extraction                 
operations was held. David Parent, Superintendent of the Sanford 
Water District and a member of the Mineral Extraction Task Force, 
gave an explanation of how digging into the water table can damage 
aquifers, and showed a map of the sand and gravel aquifers in           
Sanford and their relation to public water supplies and wellhead 
protection zones. The Council unanimously approved extending the 
moratorium for 180 days to give the Task Force time to finish        
working on the mineral extraction ordinance. 

Charter Review Committee: Mr. Buck explained that the Sanford 
City Charter requires a Committee be appointed to review the         
Charter and make recommendations for amendments every ten 
years, and this is the tenth year. The Council approved the following 
appointments to the Committee: 

• Lance Hoenig – Chair 

• Maura Herlihy – Vice Chair 

• Bob Stackpole – City Council Representative 

• David Parent 

• Joan Hamlin-Chapin 

• Jack McAdam 

• Paul Demers 

• Kimberly LaChance 

• Steve Buck, City Manager – Advisory 

Meetings will be public and work must be completed by the end of 
June. A public hearing will be held over the summer so the Council 
can take action in time to get the Charter revision on the ballot in 
November. 

Benton Playground: Parks and Rec Director Brady Lloyd gave a 
little background on the proposal. The old tennis courts on the          
Kimball St. side were removed last year to make way for a            
playground for young children. The project was put out to bid, and 
bids were received from three vendors. He recommended the          
contract be awarded to O’Brien & Sons, whose $81,050 bid was the 
highest, but also had the best design with the most equipment. Their 
design was also the only one with a reflection swing, which the        
Recreation  Advisory Board 

Sanford Springvale 
News 

Print Edition — Published weekly 
 

PO Box 553, Springvale ME 04083 
https://sanfordspringvalenews.com/ 

 

Zendelle Bouchard 
Editor & Publisher 

(207) 206-9112 
sanfordspringvalenews@outlook.com 

 

Dave Rude, Associate Editor 
dave.rude@hotmail.com 

 

Liz Kilkenny 
Advertising & Marketing 

(207) 205-9152 
sanfordspringvalenews_ads @outlook.com 

 
Volume 3, Issue 10, © March 18, 2022 

City Council Meeting Notes 

Continued on page 7 



Sanford Springvale News 3 3/18/2022 

 

Two of the City Council’s subcommittees met March 8 for work ses-
sions. The following items were among those discussed. 

Municipal Operations and Property 

Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio and Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy 
were joined by City Councilor Bob Stackpole, substituting for Becky 
Brink. 

Transportation: Tom Reinauer, Transportation Director for York 
County Community Action, gave a presentation on YCCAC’s current 
transportation offerings and plans for future expansion of services. 
Two types of service are currently available: 

• Scheduled rides, including the WAVE bus, which transports 
people primarily to work, but also to medical and shopping 
appointments within Sanford and between our community and 
Wells and Biddeford seven days a week. People who need this 
service must schedule it in advance. 

• Fixed Route service, which includes the Sanford Transit bus 
that runs from Springvale to South Sanford Monday to Friday, 
the Orange Line bus to Wells and the Southern Maine Connector 
to Saco. 

Mr. Reinauer said YCCAC’s plans include expanding the Southern 
Maine Connector with an additional vehicle, installing a bus shelter 
on School St. by the Sanford Housing Authority office, as well as a 
bus shelter at the new Park and Ride which will be constructed off 
Emerson St. 

He has been working with the Public Works Department on signs 
which will be installed this spring at transit stops around the City, to 
make it clear where people should stand to wait for the bus. 

He is also looking into offering a new microtransit service, which 
would augment the van pools that bring workers from Sanford to 
the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. The microtransit service would 
allow flexibility for people who have to leave work unexpectedly, if 
for example there was a family emergency or a child got sick. 

Mr. Reinauer said that YCCAC transportation has been free during 
the pandemic and will continue to be free at least until June 1 and 
possibly for the summer. He is working on revamping the fare     
system to make it simpler before reintroducing fares. 

ATV Club Request: Public Works Director Matt Hill presented a 
request from the Sanford ATV Club to allow ATVs to use a portion of 
the roadway along High St. to get from one trail to another. There 
was formerly a trail connection, but the landowner will no longer 
allow access. In the state of Maine, ATVs are allowed to travel up to 
1500 feet on public roads when necessary, but the Club was           
requesting the City allow ATVs to travel on High St. for more than 
double that distance. Mr. Hill said he was inclined to deny the           
request, but brought it forward to the Subcommittee for their input. 

Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy agreed with Mr. Hill, and said she does 
not consider the road to be safe in general as it has blind spots, 

curves and no shoulder. Mayor Mastraccio also voiced her                    
disapproval of the proposal, adding “ATVs don’t belong on roads 
where people are driving 50 mph.” 

A representative of the ATV Club respectfully disagreed, and said 
ATVs could easily keep up with the flow of traffic just as a                  
motorcycle does, and might even cause cars to slow down to the 35 
mph speed limit. 

Kevin McKeon of Mousam Way Land Trust, which owns property 
along this stretch of High St., said his organization opposes the plan, 
not only for the physical damage to the environment that ATVs 
cause, but also for the noise that adversely affects wildlife. 

Ms. Herlihy expressed concern that City Council approval would 
open the City to liability in the case of an accident. As there was no 
consensus among the Subcommittee members to approve the             
proposal, it will not go forward to the City Council. 

City Hall Auditorium: City Manager Steve Buck said he had a               
request from the newly formed Sanford Arts Alliance to use the old 
auditorium at City Hall for events. He said the problem with granting 
the request is that the auditorium does not have restrooms nearby, 
and the building code would require the entire building to remain 
open after hours for access to restrooms on other floors, which             
raises security concerns. 

Councilor Stackpole said he has felt for years that it is a shame the 
unique and historic auditorium can’t be utilized. Deputy Mayor 
Herlihy agreed that it would be a great space to renovate and make 
available to the community. Mayor Mastraccio asked about the cost 
of a renovation to bring it up to code. Facilities Director Alex             
Hammerle said there is no plumbing at all on that side of the             
building and there was no simple route to connect it to the existing 
plumbing. He said it would require the installation of a new sewer 
line out to Roberts St., which would be “pretty expensive.” 

Mr. Buck said there might be some federal funding or other grants 
available for those renovations. Subcommittee members were all 
agreed to allow the Arts Alliance to use the space in the meantime 
for a small event, if there are sufficient 

March Subcommittee Notes 

Continued on page 8 
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Sanford Seacoast Regional Airport, and the Pilot’s Cove Cafe  restau-
rant located there, have both made great strides in the last few 
years, but even more growth and expansion is being planned. 

At the March 8, 2022 meeting of the City Council’s Municipal                 
Operations and Property Subcommittee, Airport Manager Allison 
Navia gave some background on a proposal to expand concerts at 
Pilot’s Cove Cafe . She said in 2019 the restaurant began featuring 
local musicians, and expanded music offerings after constructing the 
Runaway pavilion last year. The new plan would include construc-
tion of a separate stage and crowd control fencing. 

Dan Bowden, owner of Pilot’s Cove, said he has been working with a 
promoter to bring in nationally touring bands that would feature 
local performers as openers. The two acts that have been booked so 
far are Jimmy Kenny and the Pirate Beach Band on June 11,                  
described as a Jimmy Buffet / Kenny Chesney tribute; and Collie 
Buddz, a Bahamian reggae artist on June 16. If the plan is approved, 
he will schedule an additional three shows this summer. The                     
concerts will be ticketed through Eventbrite. 

Ms. Navia and Mr. Bowden were hoping to get a blanket approval so 
they wouldn’t have to apply to the City Council prior to each event, 
but Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio and Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy 
both said they would prefer to see what happened at the first show 
or two before approving anything further. 

There was discussion about possible noise complaints. Code                
Enforcement Officer Jamie Cole said there were some complaints 
from nearby residents last summer during Runaway concerts. Mr. 
Bowden said last summer the music was being broadcast toward 
Route 109, while this new stage would be facing the Airport instead. 
Concerts are planned to run from 8:00 to 11:00 p.m. City ordinances 
restrict noise after 10:00 p.m. 

Subcommittee members also had concerns about safety and parking. 
Ms. Navia said she and Mr. Bowden will meet with representatives 
from Police, Fire and Codes Departments to flesh out a more com-
prehensive plan before bringing it forward to the full City Council. 

Ms. Navia also reviewed for the Subcommittee a federal funding 
opportunity which, if awarded, could pay for the expansion of the 
Airport with construction of a new terminal building and de-icing 
area. She said the grants are competitive, but feels Sanford has a 
good shot because the goals of the funding program dovetail nicely 
with the Airport’s business plan for the next several years. 

She described the three-phase plan for the expansion as follows: 

Phase 1 would be acquisition of the property, a 6-acre parcel directly 
across Main St. from the Walmart/Lowe’s driveway. This would 
provide a new main entrance to the Airport at an already signalized 
intersection. The land abuts a piece of Airport property that is            
earmarked for development. 

Phase 2 would include permitting and design for the new terminal 
building and other improvements. Ms. Navia said the current                
terminal, built in the 1960s, has no dedicated public space, and is 
only open when the restaurant and office are open. The new              
building would have 24/7 access for pilots. 

Phase 3 would be construction. In addition to the access road and 
terminal, this would include a landside parking lot with electric    
vehicle charging stations. It would also have an airside apron with 
aircraft de-icing capabilities, which would enable the Airport to  
better compete with Portland and increase jet traffic year-round. 

Ms. Navia has been working to attract a fixed-based operator who 
would construct a large hangar on that part of the Airport to shelter 
jets during weather events, like the damaging hailstorm a few years 
ago. Having de-icing capability would be a huge boost to that effort. 

The deadline for the preliminary application is March 28. If that is 
approved, there is a lengthier process for the full funding. If award-
ed, the grant would pay for 90% of the cost of the project, with the 
remaining 10% split by the State and the City. There is no obligation 
to proceed with the project if the funding is not received. 

At its March 15 meeting, the Council unanimously supported             
submitting the application. “I’m keeping my fingers crossed,” said 
Mayor Mastraccio, “this could take our Airport to another level.” 

Big Plans at the Airport: Summer Concerts & Possible Expansion 

News Notes 
Sanford High School’s Nate Smith has been named the                         
Southwestern Maine Activities Association’s 2021-2022 Wrestling 
Coach of the Year. Read all about his success at spartan-times.com. 
The SMAA is composed of seventeen high schools located in               
Cumberland and York Counties. He is pictured above holding the 
Dual State Championship trophy with fellow coaches Brent Coleman 
(left) and Paul Rivard (right). Source: Grace Fleming 

Sanford Parks & Rec is taking registrations now for April Vacation 
Week Camp at Memorial Gym. The cost is $100 for the five-day 
camp and includes a field trip. Register at sanfordrec.com. 

Huge congratulations to St. Thomas 
School sixth grader DJ Guillemette, 
whose Elks’ “Drug Awareness” essay 
captured the state competition! DJ will 
accept his award at the Elks’ State         
Convention on Saturday, April 30th, in 
Auburn. 

Trafton Travelers have some great trips 
lined up this year. On June 23 they will 
take a day trip to the Coastal Maine     
Botanical Gardens and Boothbay Harbor. 
The cost is $80 per person. Want a long-
er getaway? How about Montreal and Quebec City from August 22-
26? The trip is $635 per person/double occupancy which includes 
four nights lodging, eight meals, guided tours and a St. Lawrence 
River cruise. For more info and to reserve your spot, call 457-0080. 

The City of Sanford would like your input! The Community              
Communications Survey is online now 
– please take a minute to share your 
opinion on how you would like the City 
to communicate important information, 
and what types of information you would 
like to receive. Use the QR code at right to 
take the survey online. Paper copies are 
also available at the City Clerk’s Office, 
the Code Enforcement Office, Goodall 
Library and Springvale Library. 
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by Goodall Library Staff 

Latest News 

Pawsitive Connections: Recently, the library hosted a family event 
where children could paint dog and cat ornaments – one to keep and 
one to donate to “decorate” a local animal shelter. We printed out 
pictures of dogs and cats that are up for adoption at the Animal  
Welfare Society in Kennebunk and at Safe Haven Humane Society in 
Wells. We were blown away by how many kids just wanted to paint 
ornaments for the animals, rather than themselves – and who made 
sure they looked just like those animals to help promote their           
adoption! Our Youth Services Librarian Miss Nicole dropped off the 
ornament donations, along with some food and toy donations, to 
these shelters and the response was so exceptionally positive it 
warmed all of our hearts. We even were able to start some               
conversations about potential future programs these organizations 
may be able to help us out with at the library later this year, so keep 
an eye out for those! Thank you to all who participated. If you are 
thinking about adding another furry friend to your family, we          
encourage you to check out some of our library books on caring for 
particular pets, and then to reach out to these incredible                       
organizations to learn more about what they do and what animals 
they have available. 

Minerva Success: Since our official switch to the online Minerva 
library catalog in December, Goodall Library’s circulation has seen a 
huge increase. We are connected to over 70 other libraries across 
the state of Maine, and we encourage patrons to continue to take 
advantage of the plethora of new book, DVD, and audiobook titles 
we now have easy access to. Visit searchminerva.maine.edu to 
browse all the amazing materials that are available, and of course be 
sure to give us a call or drop by if you need help placing holds. 

Policy Update: In accordance with CDC guidelines, face masks are 
now optional inside Goodall Library. Specific programs, particularly 
from outside groups, may still require them. 

Upcoming Programs / Events 

Story Time has officially returned in-person at Goodall Library. Join 
us on Thursdays in the Community Room – Baby/Toddler Rhyme 
Time is at 10:30am and Pre-K Story Time is at 11:00am. 

Lego Club continues for ages 5-12 on Wednesdays from 2:30pm – 
4:30pm. Drop in to build Lego creations with peers to put on display 
in the Children’s Room.  

Movie at the Library: “The Princess Bride” – Saturday March 26th 
at 1:00pm to celebrate the 35th anniversary of this classic film. All 
ages welcome. Popcorn and candy provided; please bring your own 
(covered) drinks. 

New Books 

Adult Fiction: The Horsewoman by James Patterson & Mike Lupica: 
This page-turning new novel follows Maggie and Becky, mother and 
daughter champion riders who vowed never to go up against each 
other. That is, until the tense moments and surprises leading up to 
the Paris Olympics make that vow impossible to keep. 

Adult Nonfiction: Chasing History: A Kid in the Newsroom by Carl 
Bernstein: A New York Times bestseller, this exceptional memoir 
focuses on the early days of Carl Bernstein, the Pulitzer Prize-
winning author of All the President’s Men and a notable                        
investigative journalist. Bernstein recalls the beginnings of his          
journalism career, spanning from the Kennedy era and the civil 
rights movement to a collection of grisly crimes.  

Young Adult: The Chariot at Dusk by Swati Teerdhala: This gripping 
final installment in the “Tiger at Midnight” trilogy provides the         
perfect mixture of fantasy, action, and emotional upheaval as Esha  
fights to save her kingdom and track down her former flame Kunal 

to punish him for his betrayal. Attacks at every turn lead every          
character to change course and attempt to track down magical     
artifacts that could decide the fate of the land, once and for all.  

Young Children: Donut Worry by Christianne Jones: This charming 
picture book chronicles the woes of Donut, who is feeling anxious 
about returning to school. She is tired of her friends and family say-
ing “Don’t worry!” because it is unhelpful. But then she meets a new 
friend who just might have the tools she needs to manage her anxie-
ty and have a great time at school again. Recommended for ages 4-8. 

Older Children: Only If You Dare: 13 Stories of Darkness and Doom 
by Josh Allen: Fans of “Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark” and “Short & 
Shivery” will gravitate to this new collection of spooky, creepy, and 
downright haunting stories. Recommended for ages 9-12. 

Goodall Library Corner 
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Council Holds Public Hearing on Retail Marijuana Sales 

A public hearing on proposed amendments to four chapters of the 
zoning ordinance, which would allow retail sales of adult-use            
cannabis (marijuana) in Sanford, was held at the City Council          
meeting March 15, 2022. 

Several of the proposed changes had not previously been discussed 
at a public meeting, including the fee schedule. If the changes are 
approved, the fee for a retail marijuana sales license would be set at 
$22,500 per application, and would be non-refundable even if a   
license is not granted. 

Social Equity Concerns 

The first member of the public who spoke was Katharine Thomas, 
who did not identify her place of residence despite being requested 
to by Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio. [At a previous public meeting, 
Ms. Thomas said she was in Canada.] She objected to the license fee 
for hemp growers, proposed at $1,500 plus $50 per acre, which she 
said is high compared to other states. She said she was opposed to 
the renewal of the cannabis grower/cultivator licenses (public hear-
ings on those were held earlier in the meeting) as the City has no 
social equity component in its licensing. She asked that the proposed 
amendments be further amended to include a social equity                
component and that the City consider doing a disparity study in      
relation to cannabis, and hold a workshop for the City Council on the 
issues surrounding it.  

Jermaine (no last name given), a Main St. resident, also spoke in  
favor of social equity and said he would like to be considered for a 
permit. 

According to the National Association of Cannabis Businesses, the 
goal of social equity laws is to ensure that minorities                            
disproportionately harmed by marijuana prohibition and                    
discriminatory law enforcement are included in the new legal           
marijuana industry. Despite Ms. Thomas’ assertion, the proposed 

changes do include one aspect that could be considered a social  
equity provision: existing language that disqualifies someone from 
holding a license if they have been convicted of a Class A, B, or C 
crime or employ someone who has, is proposed to be replaced by 
language that disqualifies someone from holding a license if they 
have been convicted of a crime involving dishonesty, deception,  
misappropriation or fraud. 

In Maine, drug trafficking is a Class B crime. National studies have 
shown that Black Americans are more likely to be arrested and      
convicted of drug crimes than White Americans. By including this 
language, the proposed changes allow those convicted of past drug 
crimes into the licensing process – not just for marijuana sales, but 
all types of commercial licenses – which could lead to greater             
minority participation in Sanford’s business community. 

While the Council didn’t respond to public comments during the 
hearing, later in the meeting Councilor Ayn Hanselmann said it is her 
understanding that social equity laws are meant for communities 
that have had a disproportionate number of residents who were 
harmed by the war on drugs, “and maybe that’s the missing piece in 
Sanford.” Mayor Mastraccio said that Maine state law does not              
address social equity in the marijuana industry at all, and the main 
issue before the Council is whether to allow retail sales. 

Other Public Comments 

Dianne Connolly began by saying her comments were her views as a 
resident and not as a member of the Planning Board. She requested 
that adult-use marijuana retailers not be allowed in the downtown 
area and licenses be limited to two or three for the City. 

Lindsay Holden of Landrace Cannabis, LLC, asked a few specific 
questions about the application process, which were answered by 
Planning Director Beth Della Valle. 

Councilor Comments 

In the New Business portion of the meeting, City Council members 
discussed the concept of allowing retail marijuana sales. Deputy 
Mayor Maura Herlihy expressed concern that, while the proposed 
changes allow a maximum of five retail shops, a successful legal   
challenge to the ordinance could result in the town being flooded 
with them, as some other communities have been. City Manager 
Steve Buck responded that the City has put a great deal of time 
working on the issue and it has been studied by multiple law firms. 
He pointed to the City’s very successful marijuana grower/cultivator 
industry as a testament to the thoroughness of the City’s years-long 
process to develop the licensing procedures. He said he has very 
little fear of any prevailing lawsuit challenging the retail provisions. 

Councilor Becky Brink, who is the newest member of the Council so 
was not involved in most of the discussions on the issue over the 
past year, said she is concerned that if everyone with a marijuana 
grower/cultivator license was        
approved for retail, it would have a 

state to start manufacturing, and Riverstone brews hit the market 
last month. Because the permit from the City doesn’t allow for          
public access, Michael is focusing on wholesale distribution at this 
time. Our local bars and restaurants are quickly discovering             
Riverstone products – you can find them at Pilot’s Cove Cafe ,           
Smitty’s and the Springvale Publick House. 

Meanwhile, he is scouting locations for his own brew pub. He’s 
looking for a space big enough to house Riverstone’s three-barrel 
brew system, with a taproom for indoor seating, and space for       
outdoor seating as well. 

He also plans to continue expanding his wholesale distribution to 
local restaurants, and eventually sell his beer in cans as well. Why 
cans and not bottles, we asked? Michael explained that the industry 
is moving away from bottling and toward canning as it is lighter on 
the environment with regard to delivery and recycling. 

Riverstone Brewing...continued from page 1 

Continued on page 7 
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wanted, and the only one with monkey bars. A reflection 
swing is one in which a parent and child can swing          
together facing each other. The City already has three 
playgrounds installed by O’Brien & Sons and they have 
proven to be good quality. There will be fencing around 
the playground, which the Property Subcommittee        
recommended to keep the toddlers from running off. 
The ground surface will be safety fiber wood chips, 
which is what the elementary schools also use. The  
proposal was approved. The funds will come from the 
existing Capital Improvements Plan. 

Rules of Procedure: The Council discussed the meeting policy laid 
out in its Rules of Procedure, relative to Covid-19 transmission            
levels. After some discussion, the Council decided to plan to resume 
meeting in person at its April 18 meeting, but will continue to have 
Subcommittees meet by Zoom for the time being. 

Police Cruiser Design: Deputy Police Chief Eric Small presented a 
proposal for a change to the design of Sanford’s police cruisers,            
going back to the future with a style similar to what the Department 
had before it switched to the current black-and-white design in 
2010. The new (old) design will be a solid black vehicle with the 
Police Department patch on the door, and the car number on the 
side behind the passenger door. The present style is created by 
wrapping the doors in white vinyl, which chips and peels and fades, 
and DC Small said officers requested the change to something that 
would hold up better. It would also have the benefit of saving              
taxpayers money, as the wraps are considerably more expensive 
than a solid color scheme. There was some concern that the cars will 
be less visible, but he said the light bar across the top will still make 
them easy to spot. The new style will be phased in over time. The 
Council approved the change unanimously. 

Future Agenda Items: Counselor Jonathan Martell asked for a           
discussion about filling the open Council seat. Mayor Mastraccio said 
it will be on the agenda in April. 

negative effect on the community. Ms. Herlihy clarified that, under 
the proposal, a maximum of five stores would be licensed.                 
Councilor Brink said she is also concerned about legal challenges 
regarding social equity. 

Councilor Jonathan Martell asked if anyone from the City had been 
in contact with the town of Lebanon regarding issues with retail 
marijuana, as they have several shops there. Ms. Della Valle said 
she has contacted them only regarding their fee structure, but 
could reach out to discuss their experience with permitting as well. 

Mayor Mastraccio said she is “pretty sure” she will vote against 
allowing retail marijuana sales when the second reading is held. 
She had anticipated that the state would provide an incentive in the 
form of local sales tax or excise tax, but that has not happened. 

City Council...continued from page 2 

Marijuana...continued from page 6 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING HEARINGS  

 

12 FIELDSTONE LANE, SANFORD, LORI A COTE, MICHAEL R COTE, US DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE. NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING 
HEARING on April 5, 2022 beginning at 6:00 p.m. by remote methods, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 403-B(2)(D) and Section 6 of the 
City Council Rules of Procedure.  Video and teleconference remote login information to attend the hearing will be published and 
available on the City website at www.sanfordmaine.org/meetings on and not necessarily before Saturday April 1, 2022. This    
hearing is to determine whether 12 Fieldstone Lane, identified as Tax Map R11B, Lot 89, and further described in a Deed recorded 
in the York County Registry of Deeds at Book 6298, Page 120 and Book 6981, Page 241 and Mortgage recorded at Book 6298, Page 
122 is a dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17 M.R.S.A. §§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy 
is appropriate. This hearing is an opportunity for the owner or parties in interest to present evidence as to why the property is not 
a dangerous building or a nuisance and to oppose any corrective action ordered by the City Council.  Failure to attend may result in 
the waiver of certain rights with regard to this property. You can discuss this notice and attendance in the hearing by remote 
methods with Ian Houseal, Director of Community Development for the City of Sanford prior to the hearing at (207) 608-4101  
between the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM Monday through Friday. 

 

26 ROBERTS STREET, SANFORD, JUDY A ROY, WILMINGTON TRUST. NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING HEARING on April 5, 2022 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. by remote methods, pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 403-B(2)(D) and Section 6 of the City Council Rules of              
Procedure.  Video and teleconference remote login information to attend the hearing will be published and available on the City 
website at www.sanfordmaine.org/meetings on and not necessarily before Saturday April 1, 2022. This hearing is to determine 
whether 26 Roberts Street, identified as Tax Map K30, Lot 12, and further described in a deed recorded in the York County Registry 
of Deeds at Book 12123, Page 245 and Mortgage recorded at Book 16542, Page 399 is a dangerous building or a nuisance within 
the meaning of 17 M.R.S.A. §§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy is appropriate. This hearing is an opportunity for 
the owner or parties in interest to present evidence as to why the property is not a dangerous building or a nuisance and to            
oppose any corrective action ordered by the City Council.  Failure to attend may result in the waiver of certain rights with regard to 
this property. You can discuss this notice and attendance in the hearing by remote methods with Ian Houseal, Director of                
Community Development for the City of Sanford prior to the hearing at (207) 608-4101 between the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 
PM Monday through Friday. 

If these State Rep. district numbers don’t 
sound familiar to you, it’s because the 
districts for the entire state have been 
redrawn and renumbered. This process, 
known as apportionment, occurs every 
ten years following the federal census, 
and ensures that each State                     
Representative and State Senator              
represents an equal number of                     
constituents. We will have more info 
about this in an upcoming feature so you 
will know which candidates will be on 
your ballot before you vote in June. 
There will be more information about 
the candidates as well. 

Maine has a third political party, the 
Green Independent Party, but no GIP 
candidates have filed for a primary in 
our area. The Green Independents 
should not be confused with unenrolled 
voters (those who don’t affiliate with any 
party), who are often referred to as           
independent. 

The Democratic and Republican primary 
winners will face off in November and 
may be joined by non-party/unenrolled 
candidates, who have until until June 1 to 
complete the filing process with the 
state, and by write-in candidates, who 
have until September 9 to file an official 
declaration of write-in candidacy. 

Primary Candidates...continued from page 1 

volunteers to direct attendees to the restrooms. 

Public Safety 

Councilors Ayn Hanselmann and Jonathan Martell were joined by Mayor Mastraccio, substi-
tuting for Councilor Brink. Most of the meeting was devoted to Police Department updates. 

Parking Enforcement: The Subcommittee heard from Chief Craig Andersen, Deputy Chief 
Eric Small and Executive Assistant Sherry Boucher about ongoing issues with people who 
don’t pay their parking tickets. 

Ms. Boucher went over the numbers and said more than a third of parking tickets go unpaid. 
People who have unpaid parking tickets get monthly notifications, she said, but most go            
unanswered. Under the City Code, there are no ramifications for unpaid tickets. 

DC Small said the officers who write the most tickets are on the overnight shift, and they are 
finding a number of different violations, including parking the wrong way, too close to the 
corner or in front of a fire hydrant. He said that officers are seeing the same people parked 
illegally night after night: “At some point you stop putting tickets on there…we need a               
mechanism by which we can take action.” 

Discussion followed on whether putting a “boot” on a car, which prevents it from being           
driven, would be a better method than towing it. While towing creates additional expense for 
the violator, booting creates additional work for officers. Chief Andersen said there was also a 
concern that the boots might damage a vehicle, creating a liability for the City. 

Mayor Mastraccio said she leaned toward towing as the solution, but thought that either way, 
the issue should be addressed without delay. “The law ceases to mean anything when you 
don’t follow through,” she said. City Manager Buck agreed that a law unenforced is useless. 
The Police Department will come up with a proposed ordinance and bring it to the City            
Council at a future meeting. 

Panhandling: Detective Colleen Adams said she received an email about a person approach-
ing people in the CVS parking lot asking for money and making them uncomfortable. She said 
the person has been offered services many times, including shelter, recovery and mental 
health, and was currently at York County Jail on an unrelated issue. She was trying to get      
access to see him in the Jail to see if he is ready to accept help. 

Subcommittees..continued from page 3 


