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Holly Daze Weekend to Kick Off Christmas Season 
Sanford will officially kick off the  
Christmas season on Friday, December 
3 with the return of two great        
downtown events. 

The Holly Daze Parade will head down 
Main St. at 5:30 p.m., beginning from 
the area of York St. and ending at the 
Midtown Mall. Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
bring up the rear of the parade and will 
stop at Central Park afterward to light 
the tree.  

Beginning at 4:00 p.m., the Friends of 
Downtown will have tables set up with 
My Christmas Wish for Sanford                
cardstock ornaments for attendees. 
Write on the ornaments what you 
would like to see in our community, or 
what you love about our community. 
The ornaments will be hung on the tree during the event, and collected afterward to aid in planning for 
Sanford’s future. 

Frannie’s Mini Donuts will have a giant inflatable snow globe set up in Central Park that you can get 
inside to take a festive photo. There will be plenty of lighting for your holiday snaps. Their shop, just 
across the street, will stay open late with coffee, cider and donuts for sale. 

The Sanford Alumni Association’s 3rd Annual Spree of Trees will take over the former Bergeron’s 
Shoes store at 911 Main St. for the weekend. (Please note this is a change from the location originally 
announced.) Enjoy free hot coffee, hot chocolate and cookies while you stroll through an indoor forest 
of decorated Christmas trees, sponsored by local businesses, organizations and individuals. The Spree 
of Trees will be open Friday, December 3 from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m., Saturday, December 4 from 10:00 to 
5:00, and Sunday, December 5 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Some of the participating sponsors include 
Third Alarm Diner, Garnsey Bros., Sanford Games & Collectables, Warren’s Office Supply, the 
Springvale Public Library, Harry’s and many more.  

The trees are not just eye candy – you can win a tree and all the gifts on/under it as well! Raffle tickets 
will be sold in sheets of 25 for $5 per sheet. Online raffle tickets will be available beginning Monday, 
November 22 at sanfordalumniassociation.org/. Online tickets will be $10 for a sheet of 25. 

All winners will be drawn and may pick up their tree and prizes on Sunday, December 5 from 3:00 to 
6:00 p.m. They will call to inform you and you must answer; they will not leave a message. If they can’t 
reach you, they will begin to call a runner-up at 7:00 p.m. Final Pick up is December 6, from 3:00 to 
7:00 p.m.; no exceptions can be made as they need to remove all trees in a timely manner. 

Community Calendar 
11/20 Christmas Fair, 9-1 First 
Baptist Church of Springvale 

11/20 Corner Cupboard, 10-
noon, U-U Church 

11/20 Lions Club Food Drive 
for Sanford Food Pantry, 10-3, 
Shaw’s Supermarket 

11/20 Child Safety Seat Event, 
10:30-1:30, YMCA 

11/20 Tapestry: The Carole 
King Songbook, 7 pm, SPAC 

11/21 Thanksgiving Bake Sale, 
noon-2, New Beginnings Church 

11/22 Red Cross Blood Drive, 
11:30-5, North Parish Church 

11/23 Bingo, 6 pm, Sanford Elks 
Lodge 

11/23 City Council, 6 pm 

11/25 Free Community 
Thanksgiving Meal, 1-4, VFW 

Continued on page 8 

Please Note: 

The Sanford Springvale News 
Will Be taking Thanksgiving 
Week Off. Our Next Issue 

Will be December 3. 
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Police Chief Craig Andersen, Deputy Chief Eric Small and Detective 
Colleen Adams joined the City Council’s Public Safety Subcommittee 
meeting on Tuesday, November 16, for an update on the Sanford 
Police Department’s recent activities. 

New Officers: Police Chief Andersen introduced two new Officers 
who have joined the Department. Both have several years of             
experience. Officer Jeremy Riddle came to us from Rochester, while 
Officer Samuel Bennett was previously employed in Saco. Both are 
Sanford residents. These are not new positions, but existing            
vacancies that have now been filled. 

Promotions: Officers Thomas Sayre and Eddie Murphy have been 
promoted to Sergeant. Sgt. Sayre has been with the department for 
16 years and Sgt. Murphy for 11 years. 

Citizen Advisory Group: Chief Andersen gave an update on the 
work of the Police Department’s Citizen Advisory Group. It currently 
comprises about 23 individuals, but new members are still welcome. 
The group started out with a lengthy list of topics to address, and 
has narrowed that down to four priorities. Their number one              
priority is homelessness/substance use disorder, followed by          
community outreach, Police Department funding and neighborhood 
watches. Two neighborhood watches have been organized, one on 
High St. and one on Charles St. Chief Andersen emphasized that the 
watch groups will operate as extra sets of eyes for the Department, 
to report suspicious activity, and will not engage directly with         
anyone suspected of criminal acts. 

Mental Health Unit: DC Small said the York County substance abuse 
clinician who had been working with SPD has left her position, but 
the search is on for a replacement. The Department received a 
$20,000 grant a few weeks ago and additional significant funding 
may still be awarded. Efforts to get a full-time clinician through 
Maine Behavioral Health were not successful, so the Department is 
putting together a proposal to hire one directly. City Manager Steve 
Buck said mental health services are qualified expenditures under 
the American Rescue Plan Act, which could cover the first three 
years of the cost. This would allow the Department time to gauge the 
effectiveness of the clinician before the City begins paying for the 
position. 

The Mental Health Unit currently consists of Det. Adams and          
Jonathan Phillips, the intern who will work with her two days a 

week until May. Together they responded to 71 calls in the past 
month involving homelessness, substance use disorder and mental 
health. Some of their activities included: 

• Securing authorization letters from owners of the Midtown Mall 
properties to allow them to cite loiterers and others engaged in 
criminal activity for trespassing. 

• Working with a health care provider, formulated a plan with a 
client in crisis, and utilized the new protective custody law to 
connect the person with resources and treatment 

• Getting six homeless individuals into shelter or housing and 
three others to medical treatment. 

• Charging a couple of individuals who were camping in the 
woods and making a big mess, with littering over 15 lbs. The 
penalty for that charge includes community service. One person 
will be charged with criminal mischief as well. The areas have 
been cleaned up. 

Elder Services: Officer Chris Brown, in partnership with Sanford 
Housing Authority, has been meeting with elderly SHA tenants to 
provide information on phone scams and fraud protection. He will 
be going to Mayflower Assisted Living and the Trafton Center next. 

Sanford Springvale 
News 

Print Edition — Published weekly 
 

PO Box 553, Springvale ME 04083 

https://sanfordspringvalenews.com/ 
 

Zendelle Bouchard 

Editor & Publisher 
(207) 206-9112 

sanfordspringvalenews@outlook.com 
 

Dave Rude, Associate Editor 
dave.rude@hotmail.com 

 

Liz Kilkenny, Advertising & Marketing 
(207) 205-9152 

sanfordspringvalenews_ads @outlook.com 
 

Volume 2, Issue 44, © November 19, 2021 

Police Department Activities 

 

L to R: Officers Sam Bennett and Jeremy Riddle 
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Midtown Mall: Free Parking Isn’t Free 
On Tuesday, November 16, the City Council’s Economic Develop-
ment Subcommittee discussed at length several options for raising 
additional revenue for the City to pay for ongoing maintenance and 
capital improvements in the downtown area, and specifically the 
Midtown Mall. The City owns the parking lot there and is responsi-
ble for all costs associated with it, including plowing, striping, pav-
ing, shoveling the stairs, mulching, etc. The parking lot is currently 
undergoing improvements including new lighting and a pedestrian 
walkway, but Community Development Director Ian Houseal said 
there are drainage issues and it needs full repaving. All agreed that 
providing the businesses at the Midtown Mall with free parking at 
the taxpayers’ expense is not a sustainable option for the long term. 

The following proposals were discussed: 

• A Special Assessment District, which would in essence be an 
additional property tax on downtown properties. Deputy 
Mayor Maura Herlihy, who owns property downtown, said she 
didn’t mind paying for Main St. maintenance, but bristled at the 
idea of paying additional taxes to maintain a parking lot that 
only benefits certain businesses. Councilor Hanselmann said it 
could deter businesses from locating in downtown Sanford, 
and property owners from investing here. Mayor Anne-Marie 
Mastraccio noted that this solution was proposed several years 
ago but abandoned. 

• Parking meters: Mayor Mastraccio suggested each business 
have a couple of 15-minute spots by their front door, with the 
rest of the lot being metered. This is another suggestion that 
was previously proposed but not acted upon. City Manager 
Steve Buck said the previous metering proposal showed that it 
would pay for the cost of enforcement and bring in revenue 
that could be used for maintenance and upgrades. High-tech 
options are available including license plate scanning. 

• Leasing spaces: Most of the spaces in the lot are used by      
employees of the surrounding businesses, including Partners 
Bank. Businesses could purchase all-day passes so their        
employees wouldn’t have to put money in a meter. 

All Subcommittee members were in favor of some combination of 
meters and leasing. No one was in favor of the Special Assessment 
District. They agreed that it was important to get input from the 
business owners whose employees and customers use the parking 
lot before making any final decisions. They were also all in agree-
ment that the issue should not be put off any longer. “It’s time,” said 
Mayor Mastraccio, “we have to solve this problem.” 

On Sunday,  

The St. Thomas School community worked together to donate 
Thanksgiving goods for the St. Therese Food Closet. Because of their 
generosity, forty local families will have a joy-filled holiday. 
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School Nurses Recognition: Superintendent of Schools Matt        
Nelson said Maine’s School Nurses were recognized with                   
distinguished service awards for their work during the pandemic at 
the Maine School Management Association’s fall conference.              
Assistant Superintendent Steve Bussiere detailed a day in the life of 
a School Nurse in Sanford. He praised their dedication and willing-
ness to take on all the extra duties during this time, including          
running vaccine clinics and handling pooled testing, and the long 
hours they have worked to handle contact tracing for each positive 
Covid case. He said it is not uncommon for each of them to work 20 
or more extra hours in a week. Certificates were presented to Mary 
Boone of Margaret Chase Smith School, Deborah Toothaker of          
Sanford Pride Elementary School, Amy Humphrey of Carl J. Lamb 
School, Katelyn Gray of Sanford Middle School, and Lynne Signore of 
SHS/SRTC, as well as Melissa Phillips who works district-wide. 

Upward Bound: Beth Letourneau, Director of Counseling and           
Alyssa West, Director of Upward Bound at the University of South-
ern Maine, gave a presentation on the program, which helps high 
school students whose parents did not graduate from college to be 
the first generation in their family to do so. The USM program serves 
39 students and at least 2/3 of those spots are always filled by           
Sanford students. The students must meet certain eligibility require-
ments including income limits and academic ability. They are          
provided with a number of services through the program including 
career exploration, cultural enrichment, individual support, eligibil-
ity for waivers and scholarships, and college life skills such as how 
to get along with a roommate and how to register for classes. San-
ford students are doing well in the program and reaching or exceed-
ing goals for college enrollment and completion. Mia Noon, a SHS 
senior enrolled in the program, spoke about her positive experienc-

es with it, and said the college tours were especially helpful. 

Safe Return to Schools: Mr. Nelson gave an update on Covid               
statistics across the state, in our community and in our schools. That 
day there were 13 cases of Covid in the Sanford school system,          
including 6 at SMS, 4 from SRTC sending schools, and one each at 
CJL, MCS and SPE. The vaccination rate for eligible students is still 
lingering at 50-54%, but the vaccination rate for staff members has 
increased to 84.94% for the district overall. SRTC and SHS have the 
highest staff vaccination rates at 97% and 93% respectively, while 
SMS has the lowest at 77%. 

Mr. Nelson reported that vaccination clinics for students age 5-11 
began that day, with about 100 fifth and sixth graders at SMS            
receiving their first dose, with Carl J. Lamb students scheduled for 
the following day. November 22 will be SPE and MCS will get their 
first shots on the 23rd. The second doses will be administered three 
weeks later. He noted that many families may be utilizing their own 
pediatricians rather than getting their vaccinations through the 
school. 

Athletics Update: Athletics Director Gordie Salls joined the meeting 
for a brief wrap-up of the fall sports season and preview of the         
winter season. 250 students at SHS and 110 at SMS participated in 
fall sports. The season was disjointed due to the pandemic, with 
every team affected by Covid quarantining. He gave kudos to all the 
kids and coaches for working through it all, and thanked his staff for 
their hard work, the school nurses for their assistance and the             
facilities crew for keeping Alumni Stadium looking ship shape. 

Winter tryouts will be starting November 22. Signups are still ongo-
ing so Mr. Salls had no numbers to report yet. He said managing 
Covid will continue to be the biggest challenge. “If we can’t get a 
higher vaccination rate, it will 

LEGAL NOTICE 

STATE OF MAINE, COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND 

PROBATE COURT 

Case Name: Estate of Michele Whitcomb 

Petition for Appointment of Guardianship  

Docket #: 2021-1195 

This  notice is directed towards  

Joseph Whitcomb, location unknown. 

This cause came to be heard on a Motion of the Petitioner whose 

name and address is: Janet. C Kerrigan, 1229 Middlebury Drive, 

Westfield, IN 46074, for Service by Publication on Joseph Whitcomb.  

This Motion has  been submitted for the following reasons: Joseph 

Whitcomb’s whereabouts are unknown. 

Petitioner believes that Joseph Whitcomb is most likely located at the 

following address: Sanford Maine. 

It is hereby ORDERED that Joseph Whitcomb appear and defend the 

cause and serve a response to the Petition upon Petitioner, on or          

before December 29, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.  Joseph Whitcomb is           

notified that if he/she shall fail to do so, the Petitioner for                       

Appointment of Guardian will proceed without objection. His/her  

response should also be filed with the Cumberland County Court    

Probate Court, 142 Federal Street, Suite 125, Portland, ME 04101. 

November 15 School Committee Meeting Notes 

Continued on page 8 
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By School Department staff 

Sanford Middle School 

Sanford Middle School’s annual pie fundraiser was a HUGE success this year. 
Students sold 1232 pies – the most ever in the State of Maine! Top sellers in 
each grade were given their choice of a $25 gift card and the opportunity to 
“pie” a staff member. Runners-up each got a $10 gift card. Staff members and 
Student Leadership members assisted in distributing over 1200 pies in 2 hours! 

Sanford Pride Elementary School 

The first Assistant Principal for the Day at SPE was Darius B.  While AP for the 
Day, Darius had an opportunity to greet students off of the bus, inspect the 
bathrooms and cafeteria, visit classrooms, make an announcement, use the 
walkie-talkie and hand out High-Fives to deserving students.  Darius’ favorite 
part of the day was the classroom observations because he got to check on the 
classrooms, and students and make sure everyone was learning. He had a very 
busy morning and even commented “Wow – being an AP is exhausting!”  

Carl J. Lamb School 

At CJL we have an attitude of gratitude! Our Student Engagement Team has 
created this wonderful example of how we show our core values as a whole 
school. Grace’s feathers are filled with messages of appreciation and      
gratitude. It’s so nice to see everyone coming together, working toward a 
common goal: gratitude! Grace the Grateful Turkey is growing every day at 
CJL. Here are some of the things students are thankful for: my friends, my 
Mom and Dad, my house and my school, my teacher, my family and my 
pets, carving pumpkins and pumpkin pie, lunch. 

Margaret Chase Smith School 

For the month of November, our students have been working on 
“gratitude.” We have gratitude trees in each hallway of our school and   
students have brought home leaves for students and families to fill out in 
regards to what they are thankful for. Our trees are quickly becoming 
vibrantly filled with leaves. 

Second graders have put a great deal of effort into their narrative 
writing pieces. They have spent time celebrating their writing pieces 
by reading their narratives to their classmates and recognizing spe-
cific components of each writing piece. They have done a great job! 

Good News from Sanford Schools 
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All City offices and both Libraries will be closed Thursday and         
Friday, November 25 and 26 for Thanksgiving. The Transfer Station 
will be closed on Thursday but open on Friday. Thursday’s trash and 
recycling will be picked up on Friday, and Friday’s trash and               
recycling on Saturday. 

Sanford High School Distaff Yearbooks are now available online at 
the Digital Maine Repository. Thanks to the staff of the Springvale 
Public Library who uploaded them, they have an almost-complete 
collection dating back to 1918! Find yours at bit.ly/3DwMOdD. 

Are you a YMCA member who enjoys coloring? Then enter their 
coloring competition! The winning artwork will be featured on the 
Y’s annual holiday card, and the winner will receive a one-month 
family membership. To enter, pick up a copy of the card at the          
Welcome Center, and return it to the Y no later than 11/26. 

The Sanford Fire Department will hold their 14th Annual Food 
Drive Friday and Saturday, December 3 and 4 from 11:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. at Hannaford, Shaw’s Supermarket and Walmart. The           
groceries and money collected will benefit the Sanford Food Pantry. 
This drive is especially important to provide fresh, in-date food for 
the Sanford residents who use the Food Pantry. The monetary              
donations will enable the Pantry to purchase more expensive items 
like canned meats that are not usually donated, and enable them to 
buy in bulk as well. 

Covid-19 vaccine booster shots are now available! Anyone at least 
18 years old is eligible to get a booster shot six months after their 
initial doses of Pfizer or Moderna vaccines. If you received the J&J 

vaccine, you are eligible for a booster if you received your initial shot 
two months ago. Boosters are available at the Vaccination Center in 
South Sanford on a walk-in basis on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur-
days, and at Nasson Healthcare and other locations by appointment. 

The fundraiser to equip the Bike Room at Sanford Middle School is 
at the halfway point, can you help them cross the finish line? SMS 
has a Bike Club with a group of enthusiastic members riding the fleet 
that Nasson Bikes has furnished for them. The goal of $1,250 will 
purchase tools, equipment and supplies for the Bike Room, including 
bike stands and benches, a crank arm puller, a cone wrench set, a 
vernier caliper, a vise, and more. If the campaign is successful, the 
Outride Fund (@OutrideBike), a 501c3 non-profit that works to 
make cycling more accessible for youth across the United States, will 
match your donations. Please contribute so Sanford kids can learn 
mechanical skills, riding skills and life skills. You can donate online 
at https://www.classy.org/fundraiser/3148316 or send a check to 
Outride, 15130 Concord Circle, Morgan Hill, CA 95037. Please put 
Nasson Bikes/Middle School Bike Room on the check memo line. 

Sign up now for Spartan Youth Wrestling’s Dodgeball Tournament 
Fundraiser which will be held Saturday, December 11. Pre-
registration is $60 per coed team of six players. You can also register 
the day of the Tournament for $75. There are two divisions, age 12 
and under, and 13+. All players under 18 must have parent or    
guardian sign a waiver. Masks will be required. The winning 12 and 
under team will get a $150 Smitty’s gift card, and the 13+ team will 
win a $300 Smitty’s gift card. The Tournament will be held at the 
Nasson Community Center Gym. 

News Notes 

 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

The Sanford Planning Board will hold a public hearings & receive        

written & oral comments at its December 1, 2021 meeting starting at 

6:30 pm on Andrew P. Powell’s application for a Major Site Plan to 

add a 25,906 square foot addition to the existing Casco Bay Molding’s     

facility, along with associated parking and a new entrance off the 

Walmart right-of-way, on its property located at 32 Smada Drive (Tax 

Map R19, Lot 207). 

The hearing may be held in person in Council Chambers at City Hall, 

919 Main Street, starting at 6:30 pm, or via remote video and         

teleconference pursuant to 1 MRSA §403-B(2)(D) and Section 6 of the 

City Council Rules of Procedure to conduct meetings in indoor public 

space. Meeting information, including how to connect via Zoom, is 

provided at www.sanfordmaine.org/planning. Questions should be 

directed to the Planning Office at 324-9150 or                                          

bdellavalle@sanfordmaine.org. 

http://www.sanfordmaine.org/planning
mailto:bdellavalle@sanfordmaine.org
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The City Council’s Municipal Operations and Property Subcommittee 
met Tuesday, November 16, 2021. This is a brief summary of what 
was discussed. 

City Manager Steve Buck introduced the City’s new Communications 
Coordinator, Jordan Wilson. 

Airport: Allison Navia, Manager of the Sanford Seacoast Regional 
Airport, gave a brief overview of each of the three agenda items  
relating to the Presidential Lane infrastructure improvements. A 
$250,000 loan, which was approved as part of the current budget, 
will pay the contractor for work that is underway right now. That 
section of the Airport is being developed rapidly, with new hangars 
and hangar improvements. The funds will come back to the City 
through land leases and other revenue, so there will be no impact to 
net taxation. 

The other two agenda items are credit enhancement agreements 
with two of the Airport’s tenants, Label Tech and Sumner Properties. 
They will pay a fee to hook into the Airport’s utilities, and will be 
reimbursed through tax credits over time. Ms. Navia said this       
process provides an incentive for development that benefits the City, 
as the new companies bring added business and revenue to the  
Airport. The three Airport agenda items will be on the City Council’s 
agenda next week for a vote. 

Sidewalk snow clearing: The Subcommittee discussed issues with 
downtown sidewalk snow clearing that in recent years have led to a 
number of complaints from residents. Some business owners take 
pride in keeping the area in front of their businesses clear, while 
others do not, and the only attention those areas get is from the City. 

There was discussion about whether it would make sense to pass an 
ordinance requiring downtown property owners to keep their          

sidewalks clear. Councilor Jonathan Martell said he was totally 
against any sort of mandate. He noted that in the past few years the 
Public Works Department has had mechanical issues with their  
equipment, and he would like to see how things go this winter now 
that they have a functional fleet in place. 

Mr. Buck said where to put the snow is also a problem. The City has 
only one snow dump, at the YMCA, and the Department of              
Environmental Protection has not permitted another one in town. 
Another problem is the shortage of contractors and seasonal        
workers to do the job.  

Dumpsters: There was lengthy discussion on the proliferation of 
dumpsters on residential properties in Sanford, which is resulting in 
complaints by neighbors of odor and rats. Mayor Anne-Marie 
Mastraccio said people believe they can save money over buying the 
orange trash bags, by having the dumpsters emptied every two 
weeks or only once a month. 

Code Enforcement Officer Jamie Cole said his department gets very 
few complaints in the winter, but many in the summer. It is not legal 
to place dumpsters in the front yard or within the setbacks, and they 
must be screened, but he only has the staff to inspect them when 
there is a complaint. While there are licensing requirements for 
trash haulers, there is no ordinance regarding how often the           
dumpsters have to be emptied. 

Mr. Buck recommended a push to educate homeowners on the rules 
for dumpsters, with an expectation of compliance by summer 2022, 
then begin more aggressive enforcement of the location                   
requirements as well as the odor issues. Mayor Mastraccio agreed 
that not enforcing the existing ordinances is encouraging people to 
have dumpsters where they are not practicable. 

Public Notice 

Sanford Planning Board Public Meeting 

December 1, 2021, starting at 6:30 PM 

Former CGA Site 

Map R16, Lot 41A 

The City will summarize completed work and provide an 
overview of available alternatives to the original cleanup 
plan, future redevelopment, and rehabilitation plans for the 
former CGA site at 229 New Dam Road. The City will lease 
the property for creation of a ground-mounted solar facility. 
The City was awarded a US EPA Brownfields Multipurpose 
Grant and a Maine DEP/Department of Economic and    
Community Development Revolving Loan and Subgrant to 
remediate environmental hazards at the CGA site.  

The hearing may be held in person in Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 919 Main Street, starting at 6:30 pm, or via remote 
video and teleconference pursuant to 1 MRSA §403-B(2)(D) 
and Section 6 of the City Council Rules of Procedure to     
conduct meetings in indoor public space. Meeting               
information, including how to connect via Zoom, is provided 
at www.sanfordmaine.org/planning. Questions should be 
directed to the Planning Office at 324-9150 or                          
bdellavalle@sanfordmaine.org. 

Subcommittee Report 

http://www.sanfordmaine.org/planning
mailto:bdellavalle@sanfordmaine.org
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11/25 Thanksgiving Dinner, 5 pm, 
New Beginnings Christian Church 

11/27 Dueling Pianos, 7 pm, Sanford 
Elks Lodge 

11/27 Crown Jewels Drag Night,  8 
pm, Nasson Theatre 

11/30 Red Cross Blood Drive, noon-
4:30, Preble Lodge #143 

11/30 Bingo, 6 pm, Sanford Elks Lodge 

12/3 Sanford Fire Dept. Food Drive, 
11-6, Walmart, Hannaford & Shaw’s 

12/3 Spree of Trees, 4-8, 911 Main St. 

12/3 Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 
for Ray of Light, 5-7, New Beginnings 
Christian Church 

12/3 Holly Daze Parade, 5:30 pm, 
Main St. 

12/4 Kandy Kane Fair, 8-1, Pleasant 
St. FBC 

12/4 SFD Food Drive, 10-6 @           
Hannaford, 11-6 @ Shaw’s & Walmart 

12/4 Spree of Trees, 10-5, 911 Main 

12/4 Holiday Pops, 7 pm, SPAC 

12/4 Scrooge with a Twist,  7 pm, 
Nasson Little Theatre 

12/5 Spree of Trees, 9-12, 911 Main 

12/5 Scrooge with a Twist, 2:30 pm,             
Nasson Little Theatre 

affect the teams,” he said. A statewide shortage 
of wrestling officials is another concern. He has received the following preliminary recommen-
dations from the state regarding winter sports: 

• All athletes will be masked during practices and competition, except swimmers when they 
are in the water. 

• Vaccination and pooled testing are strongly recommended. 

• Schools will not be penalized if they choose not to play other schools who do not have a 
mask mandate. 

• Athletes and spectators must abide by the guidelines of the home team or outside venue 
with regard to masking and distancing. Some, including the University of Southern Maine, 
have more stringent guidelines than Sanford does. 

Mr. Nelson stressed that athletes can avoid quarantining when they are close contacts of a posi-
tive Covid case, if they have no symptoms and are vaccinated or participating in pooled testing. 

Transportation: Mr. Bussiere reported on the ongoing staffing challenges at Ledgemere. If all 
buses were on the road, they would be short five drivers and two monitors. Currently they are 
down two large bus routes and two small bus routes. Ledgemere’s manager and assistant        
manager are driving buses every day. They have hired some new drivers, but have lost others to 
better opportunities. Parents are being encouraged to transport students to school as much as 
possible. Some routes have been combined. Unfortunately, some routes are having to be closed 
down unexpectedly when drivers are out sick or have to quarantine. They continue to juggle the 
routes around to try and limit the impact on families as much as possible.  

Homeless students: Mr. Bussiere gave an update on homelessness among Sanford’s student 
population. Students are identified as homeless if they lack a fixed and adequate nighttime          
residence. Under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, they have a right to remain in 
the school they are currently enrolled in. This means that they have to be transported to that 
district, if for example they are staying in a shelter in Sanford but going to school in Wells or 
Biddeford. He said this unfunded mandate is a big expense for the district. Fortunately, this 
summer they were able to get some funding through the American Rescue Plan, which can be 
used for transportation, as well as clothing, school supplies and mental health supports for 
homeless students. The grants will also pay for staff training, to be able to identify the warning 
signals of homelessness. Last year Sanford had 31 homeless students, this year the number is 
up to 37 as of that day. 

School Committee...continued from page 4 
Community Calendar...cont’d from page 1 


