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Three More Homes Declared Dangerous Buildings 

Community Calendar 
10/24 Sanford Community 
Forest Walk, 1:30 pm 

10/25 Red Cross Blood Drive, 
noon-5 pm, North Parish 
Church, 893 Main St. 

10/28 Mysteries by Maine 
Authors book discussion, 6 
pm, Springvale Library 

10/29 Trick or Treat, 2-4 pm, 
Goodall Library 

10/30 Harvest Party, 1-4 pm, 
Mercy Chapel, 1861 Main St. 

10/30 Marching Band Finals, 
5 pm, Alumni Stadium 

10/30 Trunk or Treat, 5-7:30 
pm, Curtis Lake Church 

10/31 Flight or Fright!, 2-4 
pm, Sanford Seacoast Regional 
Airport 

10/31 Poets Corner—Works 
of Edgar Allan Poe, 7 pm, 
Zoom 

Visit our website for details 

Sanfordspringvalenews.com 

At its meeting on October 19, 
the City Council voted to find 
three houses in the community 
to be dangerous buildings. 
Under state law, to adjudge a 
building as a nuisance or as 
dangerous, the Council must 
find that the building is     
structurally unsafe, unstable or 
unsanitary; constitutes a fire 
hazard; is unsuitable or       
improper for the use or        
occupancy to which it is put; 
constitutes a hazard to health 
or safety because of inade-
quate maintenance,              
dilapidation, obsolescence or 
abandonment; or is otherwise dangerous to life or property.   

A separate hearing was held for each property. Community Development Director Ian Houseal            
presented the evidence, including multiple photos of the interior and exterior of each building. 

The purpose of a hearing is not for the City to seize the property or demolish it, but to induce the   
owner or parties in interest (mortgagees) to address the conditions that make it dangerous. In each 
case, multiple notices of violation have been sent by the City and been ignored. The owners or parties 
in interest for each property were notified of the hearing, but none appeared. 

1 John St. in Springvale is a single-family Foursquare built in 1927. The current  owner, Judith Burnett 
of Sanford, purchased the property in 2006 for $180,500. A mortgagee, Ocwen Loan Servicing, initiat-
ed foreclosure proceedings in 2018 but has not completed the process. Mr. Houseal said he hoped the 
hearing would assist in the completion of the foreclosure. The owner and mortgagee have failed to 
maintain a vacant building license as required by the City. Code Enforcement has received complaints 
from neighbors.  

The evidence presented included: no water service to the building since July 2018; doors and windows 
are boarded and broken; no furniture or personal property, indicating abandonment; the property is 
deteriorating and dilapidated including its porches and exterior stairs, with plants growing up the side 
of the building and through window openings; electricity is still on, constituting a fire hazard. 

38 Jackson St. (pictured above) has been owned by Daniel MacGregor of Shapleigh since 1984. The 
three-family Victorian was built in 1900. Of the three homes, this one is in the worst condition,        
depreciated at 50% by the City assessor. There is no mortgage on the property. There is a current  
vacant building license on the property, but the owner is not 

Continued on page 8 
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The Sanford City Council met Tuesday, October 19, 2021 via Zoom. 
Councilors Ayn Hanselmann, Luke Lanigan and John Tuttle were all 
absent with notice. 

Eagle Scout: Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio congratulated Sanford’s 
newest Eagle Scout, Will Kiley. He will be celebrated this Friday at an 
Eagle Scout court of honor. He is the first Eagle Scout from Troop 
327 in almost ten years. “This achievement is a recognition of his 
hard work and dedication. Will, you have made your parents and 
your community very proud, and the City Council and I wish you the 
best in all your future endeavors,” she said. Will’s Eagle Scout project 
was an informational installation on the Rail Trail near Deering 
Pond regarding the sunken railroad car. 

Hiring Update: City Manager Steve Buck reported that all eight new 
Fire Department employees started this past Monday. They will 
work from 7:30 to 4:40 daily during their two weeks’ orientation 
before receiving their shift assignments. This is the largest single 
hiring in the Department’s history. Two of the new hires came      
directly from Sanford Regional Technical Center’s firefighting pro-
gram. The City’s new Communications Coordinator has been hired 
and will start the first week of November. Seven of Sanford’s police 
officers took the written test for the vacancy at the Sergeant’s posi-
tion, which was created when Chad Allen was promoted to Lieuten-
ant, and all passed. Oral interviews will select the candidate who will 
succeed him, and, for the next 18 months, the others will stay on the 
list for possible promotions. He is interviewing candidates for Parks 
and Recreation Director this week, and hopes to have someone in 
the position by the end of November. Hiring also continues in the 
Public Works Department for CDL drivers, mechanics and laborers. 

Covid Update: He went over the latest Covid-19 statistics from the 
York County Emergency Management meeting. The state is focusing 
on vaccinating students and is preparing for the rollout of the           
vaccine to children ages 5-11. There are currently 171 Covid           
outbreaks in Maine, up from 158 last week. There are 28 outbreaks 
in York County, of which 24 are schools and 4 are health care              
facilities. The PCR positivity rate is up as well. However, it is drop-
ping in surrounding states so he is hopeful the trend will turn in that 
direction here soon. A representative from Senator Susan Collins’ 
office said at the York County meeting that the OSHA rule requiring 
employers of 100 or more people to require vaccinations or weekly 
testing has been written and is pending implementation. This will 
impact both the City of Sanford and the Sanford School District. 

Vaccine Mandate: Mr. Buck said two Sanford firefighter/EMTs have 
been taken out of service for non-compliance with the state law re-
quiring health care providers to be vaccinated. They are currently 
using vacation time until November 12, when there is expected to be 

final rulemaking which incorporates mandatory vaccination into the 
licensing requirements for EMTs. If they are still not in compliance 
with the law, they will be separated. On a positive note, the state has 
removed dispatchers from the definition of health care providers, so 
they will not need to comply with the vaccine mandate. 

Holly Daze: The Council approved the road closures for the Holly 
Daze event on Friday, December 3. Main St. from Lenox St. to St. 
Ignatius St. will be closed from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. that evening for the 
parade. It will conclude with the lighting of the Christmas tree in 
Central Park by Santa. Stay tuned for more details on this event. 

Extra Mile Day: The Council voted to declare November 1 to be 
Extra Mile Day. The proclamation read by Mayor Mastraccio           
concludes: “We urge each individual in the community to take time 
on this day to not only ‘go the extra mile’ in his or her own life, but to 
also acknowledge all those who are inspirational in their efforts and 
commitment to make their organizations, families, community, 
country or world a better place.” 

Snow Plowing: The Council voted to contract with Landry Land-
scaping of Sanford for on-call snow plowing services this winter, and 
with JMS Construction Services of Sanford for on-call plowing of two 
routes in Springvale. Mr. Buck explained that these contracts were 
necessary as the Public Works Department is currently shorthanded. 
Funds to pay for the contracted services, if they are needed, will 
come from the labor portion of the budget. He noted that JMS is  
already contracted to do hydrant clearance for the City. 

Councilor Comments: Mayor Mastraccio reminded people that 
Election Day is coming up in two weeks. She encouraged everyone to 
get out and vote, or get an absentee ballot. In-person voting at City 
Hall is available Monday through Friday. 

Future Agenda Items: Mayor Mastraccio asked if the Council could 
take a look at rules or licensing for dumpsters in the City, which she 
is concerned are attracting rats. Another issue she wanted to review 
is animals in the urban compact area of the City. She said a resident 
of State St. has a pig in the front yard. Deputy Mayor Herlihy said she 
would like to know where the City stands if the “right to food”          
constitutional amendment on the ballot (question 3) passes. 
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Jim Nimon, Director of the Sanford Regional Economic Growth 
Council, presented his quarterly report to the City Council on          
Tuesday, October 19. 

Reorganization: Mr. Nimon updated the Council on the Growth 
Council’s reorganization and expansion to 11 board members. Nine 
have been appointed, with representatives of small business           
employers and large business employers still to be appointed. He 
will release information on all the board members as soon as those 
appointments are made. 

Stenton Mill: The Winn Company, a Massachusetts-based               
developer, has signed a purchase and sale agreement with the          
Sanford Sewer District, which is the owner of record for the             
property. Winn had hoped to get financing for the project lined up 
this summer, but the lengthy preapplication process with Maine 
Housing has stretched the timeline for financing into next year. The 
company is expected to extend its option on the property, secure 
the financing in 2022, and begin construction in the spring of 2023, 
with a 14-month construction period. Winn has completed many 
similar projects, but this will be its first in the state of Maine. 

Small Business Growth Kit: The Growth Council has signed a  
contract with Strategic Networks Group to gather data on thirty 
companies that are nearest to SanfordNet Fiber, the City’s high-
speed fiber optic communications network. SNG will provide the 
companies with individualized assessments of how they can better 
utilize the internet to grow their businesses. 

Lenox School property: The owner of the site in Springvale where 
buildings once housed dormitories for Nasson College had applied 
for the zoning on the property to be changed from Single Family 
Residential to Urban, which would allow the buildings to be            
converted to apartments. However, an interested housing            
developer has signed a purchase and sale agreement on the              
property, but is amenable to doing a contract zone with the City 
rather than a zoning change. A contract zone would mean only 
specified uses would be allowed on the property, rather than all of 
the large-scale commercial uses that are allowed in the Urban zone. 

Guide to doing business: Mary Hastings, the Growth Council’s 
Small Business Advocate, has been working on a guide to doing 
business in Sanford, which is almost complete. Initial feedback 
from developers has been very positive. 

Friends of Downtown: Ms. Hastings has been working closely 
with the Friends of Downtown group, which has gotten off to a 
great start. 40 businesses and organizations have signed up to    
participate in the group’s Scarecrows with Selfies contest, far        
exceeding expectations for the first year of the event. The group 
has additional activities in the planning stages. 

Growth Council Update  

 

 

 

Dorothy (Fortier) Gallant 

Childersburg AL. - Dorothy (Fortier) Gallant, age 86, 
died on Wednesday, October 13, 2021 at Coosa    
Valley Healthcare Center.  

Mrs. Gallant was born in Sanford, Maine on July 29, 
1935 daughter of George and Beatrice (Becotte) 
Fortier.  She was a resident of Maine until 1992. 

She graduated from St. Ignatius High School, Class of 
1953.  She was a communicant of St. Jude Catholic 
Church in Sylacauga. 

She was employed for many years in various offices 
in the town of Sanford, retiring in 1992 from the 
Treasurer's Office when she and her husband moved 
to Port Charlotte, FL.  She was predeceased by her 
husband, Charles E. Gallant Jr. in October of 1999.  
She moved to Alabama in 2005 to be near her  
daughter and granddaughter and had been planning 
to move home to Maine earlier this year until her 
illness put that on hold. 

Surviving are her daughter, Cindy A. Dinsmore of          
Sylacauga; her granddaughter Samantha N. Trivett 
(Mark) of Ft. Worth, TX.; great grandchildren,           
Izabella, Charles, Willow and Malaki Trivett;             
grandson, Daniel K. Dinsmore Jr. (Paula); great-
grandchildren, Katelyn, Kyle, Karter,  Kolton and      
Kannon Dinsmore. 

Memorial service will be held at a later date in               
November. Internment will take place at a later date 
in St. Ignatius Cemetery, Sanford, Maine. 

No flowers please.  Donations can be made in her 
name to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, 501 
St. Jude's Place, Memphis, TN 38105-1942. 

Memorial messages may be sent to the family at 
www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/
sylacauga-al/radney-smith-funeral-home/8516. 

Radney-Smith Funeral Home in Sylacauga, AL               
handled the arrangements. 

Easy Storage of Acton, Maine Auction 

1694 Route 109, Acton, Maine  

There will be a public auction October 29, 2021 at 
9:00am of units with miscellaneous household items 
stored by: Seth Fuller, Andrew Gerrish, Robin Kelly all 

of Springvale. This auction will be for delinquent 
rental fees. Please call Mary Yeaton at 207-636-1522 

for more information.  

There’s more news than we can fit! Subscribe to our 

email newsletter and never miss a story!                  

Visit sanfordspringvalenews.com/subscribe/ 
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The Sanford School Committee met Monday, October 18, 2021. All 
members were present.  

At the start of the meeting, Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson 
spoke about longtime physical education teacher Rich Wilkins, who 
passed away on October 8 after a brief (non-Covid) illness . Mr.          
Wilkins dedicated much of his life to students and student/athletes, 
and had a huge impact on all those he came in contact with. Mr.    
Nelson said it was a very big loss for the School Department, and 
asked for a moment of silence in Mr. Wilkins’ memory. 

Senior Class Trip: Kelly Foley, a teacher at SHS, introduced a      
proposal to offer an annual senior class trip, beginning with the 
Class of 2023. The trip would take place during February vacation, 
when most sports and other activities are not happening, to allow as 
many students as possible to participate. The trips would be run by 
Education First, a Boston-based company that is a leader in the           
educational travel industry with over 50 years of experience. For the 
2023 trip, an 8-day excursion to Europe is planned. Ms. Foley did not 
want to make public specific details as to the destination or cost 
until the official announcement is made to the students, but              
Committee members were given additional information. The trip 
price would cover all expenses except lunches and spending money. 
A payment plan will be available, and students are expected to do a 
lot of fundraising to help offset the cost of some activities. Teachers 
will act as chaperones on the trip, at a ratio of 1:6. Education First 
offers insurance if the tour date needs to change or the pandemic 
worsens. She hopes to have 24 students participate in the 2023 trip. 
The Committee voted unanimously to support the proposal. 

Safe Return to Schools Plan: Mr. Nelson reported that school           
superintendents had a meeting with Dr. Nirav Shah, Director of the 

Maine CDC. Dr. Shah told the group that frequent testing is safe, and 
he strongly recommends pooled testing even for students and staff 
who have been vaccinated. Dr. Shah also said that an outbreak at a 
school does not imply anything negative about the school, it just 
signals that an investigation is being done to prevent a few cases 
from turning into many. He said once vaccines are approved for kids 
age 5-11, school systems across the state will be the focal point for 
the rollout, and that clinics are being planned for early November. 

Mr. Nelson stressed that although the standard operating                 
procedures regarding Covid exposure in school can lead to                
confusion and inconsistencies, it is important to remember that    
students who are fully vaccinated do not have to quarantine if they 
are exposed to a positive case. He said the abrupt closure of Sanford 
High School last week was prompted by 31 cases being diagnosed in 
a two-week period. Of the 31, only 7 were fully vaccinated. He said 
we will only get to the point where schools don’t have to go remote 
or kids won’t have to quarantine through vaccinations and pooled 
testing, and that Sanford schools have a long way to go on both 
fronts. He reported that the staff vaccination rate is now just over 
80%, up from 75% in September. 

Social-Emotional Learning: Mr. Nelson said that SEL is an                
important part of the school curriculum right now due to what           
students have experienced during the pandemic. He described the 
programs for different grade levels and talked about the social 
workers who have been added to the staff. They are planning small 
groups for students to discuss things like anxiety, social skills, anger 
management and depression. An additional teacher has been hired 
to teach SEL skills to Kindergarten and first grade students. At the 
next School Committee meeting, 

School Committee Meeting Notes 

Continued on page 8 
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At the School Committee meeting on October 18, Assistant                
Superintendent of Schools Steve Bussiere presented an update on 
the ESOL program, which was formerly known as the English            
Language Learners (ELL) program. Under civil rights laws, schools 
are mandated to identify students with limited English proficiency 
skills and provide the services they need to get a good education. 

Students are identified by means of the Maine Department of               
Education’s Language Use Survey, which is given to every student in 
Pre-K through grade 12 enrolling in a school district for the first 
time. The Survey asks what language(s) the child first spoke or         
understood, what language(s) the child most easily speaks or              
understands, and what language(s) people use with the child on a 
daily basis. If any of the questions are answered with a language 
other than English, the student will be screened to determine if they 
qualify for ESOL services. 

In Sanford, 40 students are currently receiving direct ESOL services, 
and another four are on monitor status. Four students who are new 
to the U.S. are currently in the screening process. The native             
languages of students in the program this year are Spanish, Khmer, 
Arabic, Patois, Vietnamese, Thai, Creole, Portuguese and Cantonese. 
The number of students in the program has increased since October 
2020, when there were only 25 students receiving services. 

ESOL students have a Personalized Learning Plan (PLP) that               
identifies the goals they are working toward and the amount of            
service they will receive. Students in the program receive at least 
one or two periods of ESOL per day, based on their level of                   
proficiency. Services must be provided by a certified ESOL-endorsed 
teacher. Parents/guardians may decline the services. 

Every year, students in the program are assessed on their listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills. Once they achieve a certain 

level of proficiency, they no longer receive services, but are put on 
monitor status for two years. 

Mr. Bussiere told the Committee that Sanford is seeing a wider            
variety of languages spoken by students than ever before.                   
Fortunately, technology has made providing services to these             
students much easier than in the days when face-to-face translators 
were the only means of communicating. Now with a service called 
LanguageLine, they are able to quickly connect with translators 
online. Documents can be more easily translated as well. Google 
Translate is another tool they use. 

While having students spread across the district can make providing 
services a challenge, he said the ESOL program’s two full-time       
teachers, Theresa Webber and Neisha McGuckin, have done a great 
job. In addition to teaching, they arrange everything from                    
transportation to interpreters for the parents, and make sure the 
students have the resources they need to succeed. “They are critical 
to helping these families feel welcome in our school system,” he said. 
He added that in future, the School Department would be looking to 
add teachers who are certified for regular instruction as well as 
ESOL, to add flexibility to the program. 

English Speakers of Other Languages Program Update 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 
If you would like to help York County Shelter Programs’ Food         
Pantry fill its annual Thanksgiving food boxes, stop by at their          
Annual Harvest Thanksgiving Benefit and Food Drive, Sunday,      
November 7, in the parking lot of the Sanford Elks Lodge, 13 Elm St. 

 They will be there from 10 AM to 2 PM. If you donate at least one 
nonperishable food item, you’ll be entered in drawings held 
throughout the day. There are door prizes too! 
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Sanford High School: Some important events are coming up at SHS! The Maine Band   
Directors’ Association Marching Band Finals will take place in Alumni Stadium Saturday, 
October 30; the Fall Sports Awards Presentation is scheduled for Wednesday, November 3 
in the Sanford Performing Arts Center; and the Theater Club will present the romantic 
comedy “Almost Maine” at the SPAC on Saturday, November 6. 

Sanford Middle School: The BE THE CHANGE awards were given out recently (see photo 
at right). Staff recognize and nominate a student when they notice that student go above 
and beyond by affecting change through positive behaviors of any kind. 

Carl J. Lamb School: On their way to recess, CJL’s resilient kindergarteners have been 
singing a song that reminds them of our safe line up procedures.  The song is led by our 
NEW Student Support Room Ed Tech, Ms. B., and is just one small example of the daily 
positive impact she’s having on our school’s climate.   

Ms. B. is creating sensory pathways in each of our pods for motor breaks and is working 
with third graders who choose to volunteer their recess time for CJL’s Drama Club. We’re 
looking forward to these students putting on a play for us later this year!  

Margaret Chase Smith School: Our MCS Student Clubs are up and running this week  
during our staff PLC time.  Second grade students are exploring, designing and building in 
our brand new Makerspace area with Mrs. Allaire (see photo at left).  She is gladly           

accepting donations of various materials if you 
would like to help build our new work space. 

Each day the students and staff have the oppor-
tunity to present the morning announcements 
via Zoom on our Promethean Boards throughout 
the building.  This morning presentation allows students to hear important events, review im-
portant expectations, hear the lunch options, share daily SEL quotes and add funny jokes.  This 
month the 4th grade students in Mrs. Carter’s class are leading the way as our student reps.  

Sanford Pride Elementary School: The playgrounds at Sanford Pride Elementary are complete 
and the students are really enjoying the new set up.  Classrooms are discussing the new                 
equipment during the daily morning meetings and students are working together to create            
standard operating procedures so that everyone can continue to enjoy and remain safe on the 
new equipment.  

Sanford Community Adult Education: SCAE will be participating in Selfies with Sanford               
Scarecrows! Stop by between October 25 and November 5 to see their scarecrow and take a selfie, 
and don’t forget to upload and tag your photo for your chance to win cool prizes! 

Good News from Sanford Schools 
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Don’t Miss These Upcoming Events 
All the entries in the Halloween Art Contest are now on display at 
City Hall. The winning entries will be selected by members of the 
Rotary Club. Winners will be announced Thursday, October 28. 

We don’t have details yet, but the maps for both the Halloween 
Yard Decorating Contest and the Selfies with Sanford           
Scarecrows Contest should be available soon. The great prizes for 
the best Selfies will also be announced shortly. Check our website 
for all the latest: www.sanfordspringvalenews.com. 

Kids can Trick or Treat at the Goodall Library on Friday, October 
29 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Wear a costume, get candy, and paint a      
Halloween ornament! 

There’s still time to sign up for the YMCA’s Spooky Sprint 5K      
Family Fun Run/Walk, scheduled for Saturday, October 30. Call  
324-4942, stop by the Y or register online at sanfordymca.org. 

If you prefer an alternative to Halloween celebrations, Mercy       
Chapel is hosting a Harvest Party on Saturday, October 30 from 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at 1861 Main St. There will be games, activities, 
prizes, fellowship and fun. 

On Saturday, October 30, Sanford High School will host the Maine 
Band Directors Association (MBDA) State Marching Band        
Finals at Alumni Stadium starting at 5:00 p.m. There will be ten 
bands in attendance from across Maine and New Hampshire.          
Sanford takes the field at 5:30pm. Admission is $10 for adults and 
$8 for students or senior citizens. There is a $30 max for families of 
4. Sanford’s show is entitled “Still We Rise” and features works 
from Hamilton, Andra Day, and Stevie Wonder. Our marching band 
will be led by drum major Mason Nguyen. 

CARE AND PROTECTION, TERMINATION OF PARENTAL 
RIGHTS,  

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION, DOCKET NUMBER 20CP0259NE,  

Trial Court of Massachusetts 

Juvenile Court Department 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Bristol County Juvenile Court, 75 No. Sixth Street, New Bedford, MA 
02740  

TO: Any Unknown, Unnamed Father: A petition has been presented 
to this court by DCF (New Bedford), seeking, as to the following child, 
Joshua Pimental, Jr. that said child be found in need of care and           
protection and committed to the Department of Children and Families. 
The court may dispense the rights of the person(s) named herein to 
receive notice of or to consent to any legal proceeding affecting the 
adoption, custody, or guardianship or any other disposition of the child 
named herein, if it finds that the child is in need of care and protection 
and that the best interests of the child would be served by said                 
disposition.  

You are hereby ORDERED to appear in this court, at the court address 
set forth above, on the following date and time: 12/02/2021 at 09:00 
AM Pre Trial Conference (CR/CV) 

You may bring an attorney with you. If you have a right to an attorney 
and if the court determines that you are indigent, the court will appoint 
an attorney to represent you. If you fail to appear, the court may           
proceed on that date and any date thereafter with a trial on the merits of 
the petition and an adjudication of this matter.  

For further information call the Office of the Clerk-Magistrate at          

508-999-9700.  

WITNESS: John S. Spinale, FIRST JUSTICE, Roger J. Oliveira, Clerk 

Magistrate, DATE ISSUED: 10/05/2021 

Legal Notice 

News Notes 
The YMCA’s Fall Program Guide is out now. The second fall        
session runs from November 1 to December 18. View it at            
sanfordymca.org or stop by the Y to pick up a copy. 

Sanford Community Adult Education is looking for exciting new 
enrichment offerings from our community. Do you have a talent or 
skill and would like to share it with others and make a little extra 
spending money? Can you teach something along the lines of           
exercise, art, self-help, or organization?  Do you have an exciting 
new idea for something you could teach? Call Jayne or Lisa at (207) 
490-5145 or email jperkins@sanford.org or 
lblanchette@sanford.org. They are looking for classes to offer         
during the winter term (mid-Jan/Feb/early Mar), and the deadline 
to submit a course proposal is November 1. 

Please be aware that there is an ongoing telephone scam being 
perpetrated by someone claiming to be from the York County           
Sheriff’s office. If you get a call that you have missed a grand jury 
appointment and now need to pay a fine or fee, DO NOT pay this 
person. Call the real Sheriff’s office at (207) 324-1113 if you are 
concerned and want verification. 

In recognition of over 40 years of service to St. Thomas School in 
Sanford, school administrators and parents are assembling an            
album of reflections for Donna Jacques, who served as a longtime 
principal and teacher at the school. Parents, students, former            
students, and residents are encouraged to reflect on the difference 
Mrs. Jacques made in your life or that of your children’s and submit 
them via email to gcauger@me.com or handwritten to Clair Auger, 7 
Avon Street, Sanford, ME 04073. Please send your reflection by the 
end of October and please spread the word on this special effort. 
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fulfilling the obligations of the license by maintaining the property. 
Code Enforcement Officer Aaron Lederer said he spoke to Mr.      
MacGregor in June, when he indicated he was hoping to sell the 
property, but he has not returned calls since then. Mr. Houseal said 
they were really trying to work with the owner to get the issues 
resolved, but there has been no progress made on the maintenance, 
and at this point, the home may not be salvageable.  

The evidence included: a newspaper in the mailbox of Unit C is        
dated May 10, 2018, indicating no habitable occupancy for at least 
that period of time; doors and windows are open and broken, and 
elements pass freely through the building; many cracks and breaks 
in the walls, with vines growing inside the building; Junk and tires in 
the yard; the property is deteriorating and dilapidated including 
collapsing porches and exterior stairs, making it unsafe; electricity is 
still on, constituting a fire hazard. 

21 Butler St. in Springvale (behind Partners Bank) is owned by 
Karen Adams, who bought it in 2005 for $150,000. Her address on 
the tax card is the property address, but the home is vacant and Mr. 
Houseal said the City has been unable to locate her. It is a single-
family New Englander built in 1907.  The mortgagee, USDA Rural 
Development, has taken some steps to foreclose but did not com-
plete the process. The property has never had a vacant building li-
cense as required by City code. There is a sewer lien on the property.  

Evidence presented included: no water service to the building since 
August 2020; doors and windows are open, broken, boarded, and 
damaged, inviting to trespassers and vandals; no furniture or             
personal property, indicating abandonment; the property is                   
deteriorating and dilapidated including its exterior stairs, and        
soffits, with plants growing up the side of the building; electricity is 
still on, constituting a fire hazard. 

A member of the public on Zoom requested to speak, but as it was a 

legal hearing, and not a public hearing, Mr. Houseal asked them to 
call his office or the Code Enforcement office instead if they had any 
information to share. 

Following the hearings, the City Council voted to order corrective 
action on all three of the properties. The orders require the              
buildings to be secured within 24 hours; that all rubbish and debris 
be removed within 30 days; and that the owner or party in interest 
submit a rehab plan approved by the City Manager within 30 days of 
receiving the order. The rehab plan must address all deficiencies 
and bring the building up to code within a timely manner. 

At its next meeting, the Council will vote to confirm the findings and 
orders, effectively giving the property owners an additional three 
weeks to address the issues. If no progress is made, the City can take 
steps to abate the nuisance. 

he will talk more about the new “support and transition rooms” at 
each school that give stressed-out kids a chance to calm down and 
reset if needed. 

Beth Letourneau, Director of School Counseling, gave more details 
on what her department is doing to help kids at this difficult time. 
She said about 75% of students have some kind of support plan 
now, although many are not formal intervention plans, but may 
involve checking in with a teacher, school nurse or counselor when 
needed. She said counselors are not able to check in with kids who 
have to quarantine because, due to HIPPA privacy laws, they don’t 
have access to that information, but they can do so if parents            
voluntarily provide it. 

Ms. Sevigny asked if Zoom groups could be set up for kids who are 
at home, so they don’t feel so isolated. Mr. Nelson said although they 
do have to protect students’ privacy, he will check into what can be 
done to reach out more to students in that situation.  

Dangerous buildings...continued from page 1 
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