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Although there will be no 4th of 
July parade this year due to 
Covid, plans are in place for   
Independence Day festivities at 
Number One Pond on Saturday, 
July 3. The Maine Attraction   
Water Ski Team will put on a 
show at 6:00 p.m., and there will 
be an hour-long fireworks        
display beginning at dusk. There 
will be no vendors this year, so 
feel free to bring your own picnic 
supper from home, or patronize 
one of our downtown restau-
rants between the two events. 

Handicapped parking will be at 
the Armory from 5:00 to 10:00 
p.m. There will be Port-a-lets in the parking area at the intersection of Front St. and William Oscar 
Emery Dr. across from the pond, as well as at the Armory, and at Lincoln St. 

To create a safe environment for everyone, water-filled barricades will be set up to close off Gowen 
Park Dr. and William Oscar Emery Dr. beginning at 4:00 p.m. Residents of the area will be able to get 
through. 

The Sanford Police Department would like to remind everyone that no dogs (except service animals) 
are allowed in the spectator area. Also, no alcoholic beverages, no illegal drugs or substances, no         
personal fireworks or snap caps, no lasers, no hazardous materials and no sports equipment such as 
balls, bats, sticks, discs or beanbags are allowed in the spectator area. Riding bicycles, skates,         
skateboards, hover boards and scooters is also prohibited. 

At 10:00 a.m. on Sunday the 4th, a group of local residents is planning to gather at the High School, 
drive honking and waving down to the Springvale BMV, then turn around and drive back. They          
emphasize that this is not a parade, simply a group of citizens taking a drive through town together. If 
you would like to join them, they ask that you obey all traffic laws including red lights, and they           
request no politicians or political signs, just the red, white and blue! 

Also on Sunday, The Runaway at Pilots Cove Cafe (at the Sanford Airport) is throwing a 4th of July 
Fireworks Extravaganza which owner Dan Bowden says will be unlike anything southern Maine has 
ever seen before. The VIP tables are sold out, but general admission under the pavilion is available at 
$10 per person, first come, first served. There will be a cocktail bar and beer garden from 7:00 to 
10:00 p.m. The fireworks start at dusk, and DJ Keith James will be spinning your favorite hits from 
9:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

Your Maine Source for Information 

Independence Day Festivities Planned 

Community Calendar 

6/29 Concert in the Park with 
North River Band, 6:30 pm, 
Gateway Park, free 

7/1 Hazen Carpenter Trail  
Dedication, 7:30 am 

7/1 The Spoon Man, 11 am 

7/1 Sanford Backpack         
Program Food Distribution, 
3:30-5:30 pm 

7/1 Water Ski Show, 6 pm 

7/3 Water Ski Show at 6 pm,            
Fireworks at dusk, #1 Pond 

7/6 Military Appreciation 
Night at the Mainers game 

7/7 Planning Board, 6:30 pm 

7/8 Sanford Backpack         
Program Food Distribution, 
3:30-5:30 pm 

Visit our website for more details 
sanfordspringvalenews.com 
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On Tuesday, June 23, the Sanford City Council met via Zoom and 
approved a $34.6 million budget after three and a half hours of   
debate on several amendments. The budget covers municipal           
operations only. The school budget was approved by voter            
referendum earlier this month. 

The Budget Committee worked on the budget through the winter 
and early spring, and in April forwarded it to the Council for         
approval. At that time, revenue figures from the state were                  
uncertain, so they left several items unresolved for the Council to 
decide once those numbers were known. The Council reviewed the 
budget at its April 20 meeting, but tabled it until the Legislature 
could finish its work. 

Tuesday night’s meeting began with a review of the budget as for-
warded by the Budget Committee by City Manager Steven Buck, be-
fore the Council debated and voted on each proposed amendment. 

Councilor John Tuttle motioned to add $160,227 to the budget to 
fund two Firefighter/EMS positions for nine months, with hiring 
delayed until the fall. The motion failed on a 2-5 vote, with no             
discussion. Councilor Luke Lanigan was the only other yes vote. Fire 
Chief Steve Benotti was recognized and said he had his hand raised 
to speak before the vote was taken, but Mayor Anne-Marie              
Mastraccio didn’t see it. He angrily called the vote “a slap in the face” 
and said the Council is not in tune to what makes the different         
departments in the City actually run. Councilor Lanigan pointed out 
that the Council accepted a contract three years ago to increase the 
number of firefighters when the number of fire stations was reduced 
from three to two, but that has not been done. 

The next item concerned funding two additional Dispatcher         
positions for the Sanford Regional Communications Center. Deputy 
Mayor Maura Herlihy motioned to not include this item in the    
budget. Mr. Buck said having these additional positions would help 
SRCC to retain staff by decreasing the shifts from 12 to 8 hours, but 
that hiring the additional people is likely not achievable at this time. 
The vote was unanimous, meaning the positions will not be added. 

Councilor Tuttle motioned to include $17,112 in the budget to fund 
the part-time grant writer position for another year. Lee Burnett, 

who currently holds the position, gave a compelling presentation to 
the Budget Committee this past spring detailing the money that his 
work brings into the community from the many grants the city is 
awarded. Mr. Buck called it “a good value” and Councilor Bob             
Stackpole agreed. The vote was 6-1 in favor, with Mayor Mastraccio 
the lone vote in opposition. 

The Council voted unanimously to increase the Utilities line item by 
$50,000 to cover increases in gas and oil prices. 

There was lengthy discussion on the $13,500 budget for the City’s 
support of the Chamber of Commerce. Councilor Tuttle motioned to 
include the full amount in the budget. Councilor Ayn Hanselmann 
spoke at length of her disappointment with the Chamber’s work. “In 
the last year, when we needed our Chamber the very most, we have 
seen very little effort to invigorate local shopping,” she said, adding 
that in the nine months of the current fiscal year, the organization 
has spent only $1,000 on marketing. She continued, “the Chamber 
Board are great people…this feels terrible…but this decision can’t be 
based on these factors.” 

Councilor Lanigan argued that it was unfair to strip away funding 
from an organization of local business owners, and asked the Council 
to consider at least partial funding for one more year. Mayor 
Mastraccio responded that a condition of the reduced rent the 
Chamber pays on their office in the City’s building was that they 
would provide significant partnership on economic development, 
but that hasn’t happened in her opinion. 

The motion for the $13,500 failed on a 2-5 vote with Councilors  
Tuttle and Lanigan voting in favor. Councilor Lanigan then motioned 
to give the Chamber $3,500 to continue its program of offering free 
one-year memberships to new businesses. That measure passed on a 
vote of 4-3, with Councilors Stackpole and Herlihy providing the 
additional votes. In a separate item, the Council unanimously voted 
to purchase a Chamber membership for the City at a cost of $603. 

The Council unanimously voted to spend $27,900 for half of the 
matching funds for a COPS (Community Oriented Policing Services) 
grant, with the other half to come from the Police Department’s  
existing budget. The COPS grant, 

City Council Approves Budget: No New Firefighters or Dispatchers 

Continued on next page 
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which is funded by the U.S. Department of Justice, will fund the                 
Department’s Community Resource Officer and a second officer to 
work on issues of homelessness and substance abuse. 

On a 6-1 vote, the Council voted to reinstate the position of Parks 
and Recreation Director, on a delayed hire. The nine months of           
salary and benefits total $82,447. Mr. Buck noted that Parks and Rec 
has been operating with a separate Parks Director and Recreation 
Director, but those individuals do not want the additional duties. 
Councilor Jonathan Martell was the only vote in opposition. 

A motion to approve $8,950 to cover the underestimate on the west 
side snow plowing bid failed on a vote of 1-6. Mr. Buck said he was 
comfortable with the PWD’s ability to absorb the amount in its  
regular budget. 

The Council voted to approve $72,655 in matching funds for           
reconstruction of Taxiway C at the Sanford Seacoast Regional        
Airport. This represents less than 3% of the cost of the $2.3 million 
project, which is being funded by the federal government. 

The Council also voted unanimously on a new proposed                
amendment to add $7,000 to the Planning Department budget to 
contract out work on the City’s update to the Comprehensive Plan. 
The work is behind schedule due to the Planning Department being 
shorthanded for several months, and the abundance of site plan 
applications they have had to review. 

After all the amendments had been voted on, Councilor Stackpole 
motioned to reconsider the two firefighter positions. All except 
Councilor Martell were willing to reconsider, and discussion on the 
issue continued. Mr. Buck said there are currently four firefighters 
out with injuries, which is not unusual, putting a further burden on 
the reduced number of staff. “The city made a determination years 
ago we need 13 per shift, and we are now staffed at 11,” he said. 

Councilor Lanigan encouraged people to get a scanner to get a   
better idea of how busy the Fire Department is on a daily basis. He 
motioned to fund the two positions for six months instead of nine. 
Counselor Hanselmann argued for pushing the new positions out to 
a future budget. Councilor Stackpole countered that this is the time 
to do it. “If not now, when?” he asked. The amendment for six 
months’ funding failed. 

Debate continued on funding the two firefighter positions for the 
full nine months. Mayor Mastraccio said she expects the 4.5%           
revenue sharing to bring in more than estimated in the budget. (The 
budgeted amount is based on the amount of revenue the state          
expects to bring in, but if the state receives more than that, cities 
and towns across the state will also receive more.) She urged         
Councilors to wait until later in the summer to revisit the issue. 
Changes can still be made to the municipal budget any time up until 
the third week of July, when the assessment is finalized and the mill 
rate is set. After that, the Council may still accept additional           
revenues and expend those funds, without affecting the tax rate. 
The measure failed on a 3-4 vote, with Councilors Tuttle, Lanigan 
and Stackpole in favor. Councilor Martell indicated he might also 

  

City Council...continued from previous page Publication Schedule 

Please note there will be no issue of the 

Sanford Springvale News published on 

Friday, July 2, as we take a little break. 

We will be back on Friday, July 9. 

 

change his vote to a yes if more revenue is received. 

More About the Municipal Budget 

The bulk of the city’s $34.6 million appropriations budget is made 
up of fixed costs, including contracted salaries and benefits, and 
contracted services. It includes the following: 

 $27.4 million budgeted for municipal services, including        
salaries and benefits for city employees including police, fire 
and public works staff; maintaining city-owned buildings, 
parks and other facilities. This represents an increase of 4.34% 
over last year 

 $1.8 million in debt service on bond issues for roads and other 
large projects. This is an increase of 51.84% over last year, 
which was expected due to the 2019 referendum on roadway 
project bonds. 

 County tax of $797,512 

 $561,975 for the city’s libraries, primarily personnel costs 

 $80,840 for outside agencies the City lends support to 

 $3.99 million in capital reserve for large projects including 
road construction, large equipment and vehicle purchases 

The Maine Legislature recently increased municipal revenue           
sharing to 4.5%, which adds $629,931 to the revenue side of the 
budget compared with last year. Total revenues in the 2021-2022 
budget are $14,667,671, an increase of 10.07% compared with last 
year. $850,00 of the unexpected fund balance is planned to be            
utilized as well. The City will also get an increase of $840,582 from 
the state for school EPS (Essential Programs and Services), but the 
School Department has said they don’t need this extra money, so it 
can be used to reduce taxation. 

Including the school budget, the total amount to be raised from 
taxation is $34,073,436, an increase of just 1.66% from last year’s 
budget. However, the high increase in home values means that   
taxes will likely increase considerably more than that. The exact 
amount will not be known until the assessor’s work is completed in 
July, and the final numbers on the Homestead and other tax            
exemptions are in. At this time the mill rate is estimated to be set at 
$18.30, a significant decrease from last year’s rate of $20.16. But at 
the same time, Sanford/Springvale’s total property valuation will 
also increase by an estimated 12%, according to Mr. Buck. 
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Real Estate Transactions 
6/1, 20 Lebanon St., 14 room Colonial, 6 bed/3.5 bath, period         
details, new furnace & windows, 2 car garage, $405,000 

6/1, 0 Stackpole Ct., .33 acre building lot, quiet street, city water and 
sewer, $27,000 

6/1, 4 Pepinburke Ln., Springvale, 5 room Colonial, 2 bed/1 bath, 
big kitchen, 4-season porch, garage, needs some work, $128,850 

6/1, 37 Prescott St., Two Family, 2 & 3 bed units, 3-season porches, 
2 car garage, $261,000 

6/4, 12 Prescott St., 6 room New Englander, 3 bed/1 bath, well 
maintained, updated kitchen & bath, shed, $241,000 

6/4, 6 Nottingham Dr., 7 room Gambrel, 3 bed/2.5 bath, extensive 
renovations, 2 car garage w/bonus room, $384,900 

6/4, 24 Breton Ave., 6 room Cape, 4 bed/1 bath, fireplace, walkout 
basement, fenced yard near trails, $291,000 

6/7, 42 Redwood Ln., 4 room Ranch, 2 bed/1 bath, built 2018, 2 car 
garage, daylight basement, 2.89 acres, $320,000 

6/8, 61 Riverside Ave., Two family, 2 and 3 bed units, well             
maintained, newer windows, roof & heating system, $250,000 

6/8, 12 Sherburne St., 6 room New Englander, 3 bed/2 bath,        
renovated in 2010, corner lot, wraparound porch, $220,000 

6/9, 92 Plaza Dr., 8 room Split Entry, 4 bed/2 bath, 2 car garage w/
storage, family room, pool, needs TLC, $260,000 

6/9, 576 Hanson Ridge Rd., Springvale, 6 room Contemporary, 3 
bed/2 bath, open concept, wraparound deck, 2 car garage, 3.63 
acres, $400,000 

6/9, Lot #2 Kruz Ln., 3.3 acre building lot, zoned Rural Residential, 
well & septic needed, mobile homes OK, $30,000 

6/10, 282 River St., Springvale, 17,000+ sq. ft. Commercial building, 
2.29 acres, office and warehouse w/loading docks, $455,000 

6/10, 28 Sugar Hill Rd., 8 room Colonial, 5 bed/2 bath, hardwood 
floors, near Margaret Chase Smith School, $300,000 

6/11, 14 Vermette Ln., Springvale, 8 room Cape, 4 bed/1.5 bath, 
many updates, new heating system, deck, 1 acre, $331,000 

Are Fireworks Legal in Sanford? 
During this time of year, the Sanford Police Department receives 
countless complaints about fireworks. Please remember that          
fireworks are not allowed to be set off in Sanford/Springvale,           
except with a permit under the supervision of municipal officers. 
You risk hefty fines as well as setting fire to your neighborhood, 
house, and property. You also risk causing psychological harm to 
combat veterans and other individuals with post-traumatic stress 
disorder. The noise of fireworks is stressful for many pets as well. 

The City has an ordinance that is more restrictive than the state law. 
The Sanford/Springvale fireworks ordinance reads: 

No person shall discharge any fireworks within the corporate              
boundaries of the Town of Sanford. Nothing in this section shall be so 
construed as to prohibit a public display of fireworks under                    
supervision of the municipal officers of the Town. 

The ordinance also clarifies: 

The term “fireworks” does not include toy pistols, toy canes, toy guns 
or other devices in which paper caps or plastic caps containing 
25/100 grains or less of explosive compound are used if they are       
constructed so that the hand cannot come in contact with the cap 
when in place for the explosion, toy pistol paper caps or plastic caps 
that contain less than 20/100 grains of explosive mixture, sparklers 
that do not contain magnesium chlorates or perchlorates or signal, 
antique or replica cannons if no projectile is fired. 

The term “corporate boundaries” means anywhere within the City 
of Sanford and Village of Springvale. The fines for a violation of this 
ordinance are as follows: first violation: $500, second violation: 
$750, third violation: $1,000. 

To report someone setting off fireworks, call 911. Be aware that 
officers cannot charge someone with a violation unless they witness 
it. 

Sports Notes 
What did the Sanford Mainers do when their game was postponed Tuesday night due to rain? They went bowling at Bowl-a-Rama! 
Several of the players had never heard of candlepin bowling before, but they all had a great time. The game will be made up July 13 
in a doubleheader at Goodall Park. 

The Gotta Be Frank food truck will be at the Mainers’ game on Friday, July 2, which has a special start time of 4:00. Military              
Appreciation Night is Tuesday, July 6 and it’s Nasson Health Care night at the game on Friday, July 9. 

Sanford Recreation’s SNAG program (Starting New At Golf) for 6 to 8 year olds has a summer session starting next week. They have 
the equipment and no experience is needed. Visit sanfordrec.com for more information and to register. 

The summer session of Tennis in the Parks will be starting up Thursday, July 8. Led by an approved USTA NetGeneration tennis 
coach, the program will focus on developing the skills to serve, rally and play – so it’s perfect for beginners. Once the skills are there, 
participants will play fun matches with other players in the program. This program uses modified tennis balls, age-appropriate 
rackets, court sizes, and the latest fun and engaging activities that help players successfully learn and play the game quicker. All 
players in their first session receive and keep a new age-appropriate racket, ball, and Net Generation tee shirt. Open to kids in 
grades 1-8. Visit sanfordrec.com for more information and to register. 

Sanford High School varsity lacrosse coach Nate Mclellen is running FREE coed skills and drills clinics on Wednesday evenings. The 
clinics are held at Alumni Stadium at SHS. 8th grade and under is from 5-6:30pm, and grades 9-12 is 6:30-8pm. The remaining dates 
are June 30, July 7 and July 21. 

The Sanford-Springvale Chamber of Commerce 20th Annual Golf Tournament is scheduled for Friday, August 13 at Sanford  
Country Club. Call Rick at 324-4280 for more information. Individuals and teams of four can sign up. 

Sanford Christian Academy is hosting its first fundraising golf tournament at Sanford Country Club on August 19. Sponsor a hole or 
sign up to play. Visit sanfordchristianacademy.org/scagolftournament/ for more info. 

A lot of eyes in Sanford will be glued to the Olympic track and field events in Tokyo this summer, as Sanford native Rachel            
Schneider will compete in the 5,000 meter race. The Olympics will take place from July 23 to August 8. 

Look for our new Classified section 

in the next issue of the Sanford Springvale News 
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On Thursday July 1 at 7:30 a.m., the Hazen Carpenter Trail, which 
circles Deering Pond, will be dedicated. It is a joint project of the 
Sanford-Springvale Rotary Club and the Mousam Way Land Trust. 
Meet at the Rail trail entrance on Hanson’s Ridge Road. There will be 
a few remarks to honor Mr. Carpenter, and then those who are    
interested can walk the trail, which takes about 45 minutes. 

On June 16, Sanford Trails Committee members got together on the 
Rail Trail with members of the Sanford Maine ATV Club, along with 
Monica McKenna and her horse Ember, to create some educational 
‘Do’ and ‘Don’t’ videos related to multi-use interactions on the 
trail. Some of the videos they shot are horse/bike, bike/ATV,            
pedestrian/horse, in different scenarios. Matthew Leggett is working 
on cleaning the videos up and adding commentary, so they can be 
made available to all. 

From Kevin McKeon: It’s rewarding to notice the many folks who’ve 
been active in flagging turtle nesting sites along the Rail Trail. I 
thank ALL who’ve taken the time to do this. I wrote to the lead        
amphibian biologist at Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife regarding the best way to flag these sites. Here is his            
suggestion: “Ideally, you can use 3 or 4 stakes to form a triangle or 
square around the nest. The diameter of your cordoned off area can 
be just a couple feet or slightly larger if you aren’t exactly sure 
where the nest is. High-visibility flagging can be tied to the top of 
each stake or strung between them and it would be great too for 
there to be some kind of little sign indicating it is a turtle nest.” 

Three Rivers Land Trust has now raised over 90% of the funds 
needed to purchase the land to create the Sanford Community     
Forest. 3RLT recently received a total of $32,500 in grants from the 
Davis Conservation Foundation and the John Sage Foundation.         
Public fundraising has also raised over $15,000 this year from local 
residents and businesses. However, due to the large scope of the 
acquisition, which will provide permanent recreation, water quality, 
and climate benefits to the Sanford region, they still need to raise 
about $76,500 more by this December. The public is invited for a 
trail walk, refreshments, and a brief presentation about the Sanford 
Community Forest project, at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, July 11. The 
event will start from the Community Garden on Blanchard Rd., part 

of the McKeon Environmental Reserve owned by Mousam Way Land 
Trust. For more information about the project or the event, visit 
www.3rlt.org, or contact Executive Director Cheri Brunault at 207-
358-9695 or cheri@3rlt.org. RSVPs are recommended. 

Mark your calendars for the Springvale Farm Walk, coming up on 
July 25. This year, a new element has been added: Paint the Working 
Landscape: a Plein Air Event & Fundraiser for Sanford Community 
Forest. Local artists are invited to paint at participating farms in 
Springvale from July 10-24. On July 25, which is Farm Walk day, 
there will be silent auction of the artworks at McDougal Orchards, 
with proceeds split between the artist and 3RLT. More information 
and registration links are available at 3rlt.org. We will have more 
info on the Farm Walk and Open Farm Day as the date gets closer. 

Genest crane operator and Trails Committee members keep keen eyes 
on the new timber frames being installed at various trailheads along 
Sanford’s Trail System. More informational displays will be installed to 
these structures at a later date.  

Goodall Library is now fine-free forever! For the past year of the 
pandemic, the Library suspended late fees. To thank patrons and 
best serve the community, they will never charge a late fee again. 

Goodall Library is also mask-free now too, although masks are still 
encouraged inside for unvaccinated individuals. At Springvale     
Library, masks are still required at this time for the unvaccinated 
and children ages 2-12. 

Jim Cruise, The Spoon Man, will be coming to Goodall Library 
(virtually) as part of their Tails & Tales Summer Reading Program. 
He’ll perform his musical comedy show and interactive spoon           
workshop on Zoom, July 1 from 11:00 a.m. to noon. Check out his 
website at getspooned.com for more info. 

Goodall Library has hundreds of new books for all ages ready to 
become your new favorites. Here is what the staff recommends this 
week: 

The Mist by Ragnar Jonasson: 1987. An isolated farm house in the 
east of Iceland. The snow storm should have shut everybody out. But 
it didn’t. The couple should never have let him in. But they did. An 
unexpected guest, a liar, a killer. Not all will survive the night. And 
Detective Hulda will be haunted forever. This is the final nail-biting 
installment of the critically acclaimed Hidden Iceland series; the 

library owns the whole series so you can read them all. 

How We Live Now: Scenes from the Pandemic by Bill Hayes: This 
new nonfiction book contains photos and snippets of stories               
captured during the covid-19 pandemic. It shows the transition to 
the “new normal” in real time in New York. It is a poignant and         
profound tribute in stories and images, and is described as “an ode 
to our shared humanity.” 

These Violent Delights by Chloe Gong: Anyone who is a fan of the 
works of Shakespeare or the HBO show Westworld likely can tell a 
lot about this new young adult novel from its title, as the complete 
reference is “These violent delights have violent ends.” Violence is 
definitely a huge part of this tale, set in 1926 Shanghai amid a feud 
between two rival gangs. When a new, monstrous threat affects both 
gangs, members of both must set aside their grudges and work to-
gether to save their city from ruin.  

Bunheads by Misty Copeland: This latest picture book from Misty 
Copeland has been a huge hit in the children’s section. It has          
stunning illustrations and a lot of heart. The story is based on the 
author’s actual childhood discovering ballet for the first time and 
working through her nerves to perform on stage. It is recommended 
for children ages 4 – 9.  

Library Corner 

Outdoors & Along the Trails 
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School Committee 6/21 Meeting Highlights 

The Sanford School Committee met Monday, June 21 at the High 
School, with staff members joining the meeting remotely. Vice Chair 
Paula Cote chaired the meeting in the absence of Don Jamison. 

Juliana Levesque was thanked for her service as a Student Repre-
sentative to the Committee. She will be attending USM in the fall. 

Mr. Nelson gave the construction update. There are only some minor 
issues left to finish at Margaret Chase Smith School, including paving 
the fire loop. Retiring Principal Chuck Potter participated in a final                  
walk-through of the building. At Pride Elementary, the electrical 
inspector wants the power line into the building raised, which is 
holding up the occupancy permit. Mr. Nelson will follow up with the 
Code Enforcement Office to see if the issue can be resolved in a    
timely manner. The current construction schedule has all work   
being completed by the second week of July. 

Curriculum Director Beth Lambert updated the Committee on new 
programs and changes. Third graders will have an introduction to 
cursive writing this year through Handwriting Without Tears. Some 
grade 4 teachers will also pilot the program. Reveal is a new math 
curriculum for grades 6-12 that will be introduced this year. 6-12 
science teachers will continue to use the Gizmo online lab platform 
which has been working well. For special education, the Department 
has purchased two new reading programs, System 44 and Read 180, 
and teachers will have training this summer. 

In his Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Nelson went over the latest 
Covid guidelines and recommendations from the state regarding 
schools. The Governor has announced that all schools are expected 
to be full-time, in-person in the fall. Social distancing will be relaxed 
and face coverings will no longer be required as of July 1 when the 
state of emergency expires. All the current guidelines will become 
recommendations at that time. It is recommended that unvaccinated 
people continue to wear face coverings indoors. Schools and child 
care facilities may adopt their own requirements, as businesses are 
allowed to do. He said the plan as of now is not to require masks, but 
that may change if the pandemic worsens again. 

Mr. Nelson said a positive case of Covid-19 will still require quaran-
tining. The planned pool testing is on hold for now, but the Depart-
ment may pivot to that if needed. Dividers will remain in place in the 
schools, and reduced class sizes are still being planned, but all the 
Middle School students will be able to remain in one building. The 
Department is not planning to use Willard or Lafayette Schools next 
year, but will hold onto both buildings in case things change. 

On the hiring front, Mr. Nelson reported that there are six new hires 
at SHS, 13 at SMS, four at each elementary school and 13 district-
wide positions. 37 of the new hires are being paid with Covid funds. 
There are still 17 yet to hire, including an assistant principal at the 
high school and a plumbing instructor for Sanford Regional         
Technical Center. He said he has been very impressed with the            
quality of candidates the Department has had to choose from. 

Mr. Nelson reported that summer programming kicked off last week 
with Band Camp for grades 5-12, as well as an introductory program 
for middle schoolers and sending schools at SRTC, and credit           
recovery programs at SHS. The latter two will continue this week. 
The following week, the Jump Start program for incoming Kinder-
garteners, Title 1 programming, summer camp instruction and the 
lunch time read-alouds will begin. The second session at SHS will 
begin July 12, and there will be STEM camps and theater camp later 
this summer. He encouraged parents to go to the website at          
sanford.org to see the schedule of all the summer programming. 

The Committee voted to finalize the naming of the SRTC fire            
apparatus bay in memory of Stephen J. Cutter, a former Assistant 
Fire Chief who passed away last year. The Sanford Legacy             
Foundation approved the naming for a donation of $25,447, with the 
money to be used for the benefit of students and faculty of the Fire 
Science program. Committee member Jonathan Mapes voted against 
the measure, on the principle that he is opposed to lifetime naming 
rights in general. 

The fire apparatus bay was previously named for Pratt and Whitney 
in exchange for donations from them. They have agreed to transfer 
their plaque to the Engineering and Robotics room. 

The Committee unanimously approved awarding the photography 
contracts for 2021-2024 to Don Twombley Photography (sports) 
and Studio By The Pond (staff and faculty). Business Manager Cheryl 
Fournier said these two local companies had the lowest bids, but are 
also the current photographers who have provided excellent            
customer service in the past. 

The Committee voted unanimously to move leftover money from the 
current year’s budget into three reserve funds that were created in 
2017 to set aside money for future unanticipated expenses. Once 
money is in a reserve fund, it may only be expended by a vote of the 
Committee following a public hearing. $81,429 will be transferred to 
the Fuel Cost Stabilization Fund, $88,696 into the Capital Reserve 
Fund, and $187,864 into the Health Insurance Reserve Fund.           
Additionally, $21,372 will be refunded to district employees who 
paid into the health insurance system. Mr. Nelson explained that the 
health insurance costs were lower than expected last  year because 
fewer people were going to the doctor. Mr. Mapes said he anticipates 
the fuel fund to be used up quickly with the rise in prices. 

The Committee discussed the potential makeup of the SHS                 
Scheduling Subcommittee. There was consensus that Mr. Jamison 
and Ms. Cote would represent the School Committee, with Ms. 
Sevigny as an alternate; Mr. Nelson, Mr. Bussiere and Ms. Lambert 
from the School Department; the SHS principal and SRTC director; 
Beth Letourneau from the counseling office; some teacher represen-
tation; parents and students to represent different types of learners. 
Mr. Mapes felt this is too large a group and said they would need a 
strong facilitator to keep a group that size focused on the task. Ms. 
Cote said they would break down into smaller groups to work. 
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News Notes 

Sanford firefighters past and present (pictured above) gathered to 
celebrate the life of George Driscoll, retired Chief of the Sanford 
Fire Department, following his funeral on June 19. He became a                
firefighter in 1961, Chief in 1970, and retired from the Department 
in 1982. He was also a devoted member of St. George’s Episcopal 
Church. He passed away on June 12 at the age of 92. 

July 6 will be Military Appreciation Night at the Sanford Mainers 
game, with free admission for all veterans and service personnel. 
Gates open at 5:30 p.m. There will be a special presentation at 6:00, 
with Jim Bachelder introducing veterans of World War II, the          
Korean War, Vietnam War, War on Terror and Cold War. The game 
will start at 6:30. 

Each year, gas and electric company Unitil recognizes five high 
school seniors pursuing degrees in STEM (science, technology,          
engineering, or math) from Unitil service territories in NH, ME and 
MA by awarding them with $5,000 toward their first year of          
undergraduate study. This year, Dawson Knapp, a 2021 graduate 
of Sanford High School, was one of the five winners. He plans to 
study mechanical engineering at the University of Maine. 

Head Start and Early Head Start classrooms are gearing up for the 
21/22 school year at York County Community Action. They are  
accepting pre-signup applications around the clock via their website 
at yccac.org. YCCAC’s classrooms provide safe learning                    
environments for children six weeks to five years old. Contact       
Melissa Coreau at 459-2965 or Stephanie Lefebvre at 459-2980 
with any questions. 

Caring Unlimited has received a grant of $3,998 from the Maine 
Community Foundation to update and expand its mobile advocacy, 
increasing the availability and accessibility of critical domestic   
violence support services. The grant awarded from the Maine        
Community Foundation will enable CU advocates to provide safe,  
confidential services beyond the physical walls of CU’s domestic 
violence resource center, and in the places where survivors need to 
be present, like court, hospitals, or police station; and the places 
where they can most safely access help, especially in rural areas.  

Join the Power of Produce Club and your kids can get fresh fruits 
and veggies all summer long! The PoP Club is a free farmers’ market 
incentive program for children entering grades K-8. Each week, stop 
by the info both at Sanford Farmers’ Market for your children to 
receive a $2 voucher each to spend on fresh fruits and vegetables at 
the market. The Sanford Farmer’s Market is held each Saturday 
from 8:00 a.m. to noon at Central Park, corner of Main and        
Washington Sts. Questions? Email Megan at mletendre@une.edu. 
The PoP club is a federally-funded program of Maine SNAP-Ed. 

Grab and Go Summer Meals are available for all Sanford kids and 
teens 18 and under again this summer! There are no eligibility       
requirements and registration is not required. For more                     
information, contact the School Nutrition Program at 608-8762. 
Summer meals are available for pick up at Carpentier Park and SHS 
Door #3 from 11:30 a.m. to noon, Monday - Friday through 8/13. 

Fire Department Log 
For the week ending June 12 

Sanford Fire Department’s Engine 4 responded to a fire on         
Sherburne St. June 6. The cause was homemade candles left burning 
unattended, which smoked and set off an alarm. Firefighters had to 
force entry into the apartment to extinguish the blaze and prevent a 
larger incident. Fortunately, no one was injured or displaced. 

A mulch fire on Main St. on June 7 was extinguished with a water 
extinguisher. On June 9, a heavy equipment fire on New Dam Rd. 
was already out when firefighters arrived. 

A carbon monoxide incident this week was the result of a furnace 
malfunction.  Thanks to a quick notification of the problem and 
quick response, there were no injuries.  The Department responded 
with all units as if it were a fire because of the visible smoke, but 
quickly backed down the response to match the situation.  The       
elevated carbon monoxide in the home was cleared out with fans. 

 In other calls this week, an outdoor fire was reported, but it was 
found to be legal and permitted. 

The Department responded to one motor vehicle accident with  
injuries, and one without injuries, and assisted the Police              
Department on another call. There were 60 other calls for            
Emergency Medical Services during the week, and one to assist an 
invalid. SFD also provided public service at a vaccine clinic. 

Four fire alarm activations, two smoke detector activations, and one 
sprinkler activation were all unintentional. There were also a car-
bon monoxide detector activation due to a malfunction. 

There were two calls dispatched and cancelled en route, and two 
where no incident was found upon arrival. 
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On Friday, June 4, there were two civil summonses issued for motor 
vehicle stops on Main St. in Springvale. Paperwork was also served 
to a River St. address on a harassment charge. 

Saturday, June 5, there were no arrests or summonses, but Sanford 
Police were kept busy with reports of larceny/forgery/fraud at four 
different locations, two reports of terrorizing/threatening, and many 
other calls. 

On the evening of Sunday, June 6, a motor vehicle stop on Breton 
Ave. resulted in a civil summons issued. Later that night, a motor 
vehicle stop at Main St. and Tebbetts Ave. resulted in the arrest of a 
44-year-old Sanford resident on charges of violating conditions of 
release, operating after habitual offender revocation, and possession 
of a revoked, mutilated, or fictitious license or ID card. Sanford EMS 
also responded to that call. 

Monday, June 7, a summons was issued following a motor vehicle 
stop at Main and Witham Sts. in Springvale. That afternoon,                  
responding to a domestic disturbance on Rushton St., Sanford         
officers arrested a 31-year-old Sanford resident on charges of             
domestic violence assault, assault, and violating conditions of              
release. A summons was issued to a 47-year-old Shapleigh resident 
for operating under the influence. An outstanding warrant led to the 
arrest of a 46-year-old Sanford resident on Main St. 

Officers, responding to a disturbance on Main St. on Tuesday, June 8, 
summonsed a 54-year-old Sanford resident for criminal trespass. A 
41-year-old Waterboro resident was arrested on a warrant at School 
and Emery Sts. A 56-year-old Lebanon resident was summonsed for 
criminal trespass following a shoplifting call on Main St. That day, 
motor vehicle stops at High and Rushton Sts., and at School St. and 
Grove Ave., also resulted in summonses being issued. Summonses 

were also served at locations on Main St. and Brunelle Ave. 

On Thursday, June 9, a larceny/forgery/fraud call to High St. led to a 
39-year-old Lebanon resident being summonsed for aggravated 
forgery. A 41-year-old Springvale resident was arrested on a          
warrant following a domestic disturbance on Barbara St. in 
Springvale. Another domestic disturbance on Hammond St. led to 
the arrest of a 29-year-old suspect for domestic violence assault 
with priors, as well as criminal threatening with a dangerous           
weapon. 

On Thursday, June 10, following a motor vehicle stop at School and 
Jackson Sts., a 47-year-old South Berwick resident was summonsed 
for a suspended registration. Two other summonses were issued 
that day for motor vehicle stops on Main St. and Hutchinson St. 

Friday, June 11, was a very busy day for the Sanford Police               
Department. A motor vehicle accident on Kimball St. resulted in a 
summons to a 29-year-old Sanford resident on a charge of leaving 
the scene of an accident. In a stolen vehicle case on Riverside Ave., a 
26-year-old Sanford resident was summonsed for theft by                 
unauthorized taking or transfer, violating conditions of release, and 
theft by unauthorized use of property. A shoplifting call that               
afternoon on Main St. led to a 43-year-old city resident being              
summonsed for theft by unauthorized taking or transfer, and            
violating conditions of release. That evening, a disturbance on           
Winter St. resulted in a 15-year-old juvenile being summonsed for 
reckless conduct. 

On Saturday, June 12, there were no arrests or summonses, but it 
was another busy day for Sanford officers as they dealt with               
disturbances on School St., Amelia St., Wings Way and Rankin St., 
plus three motor vehicle accidents and other calls. 

Arrests & Summonses: June 4-12 


