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Kids, check out Sanford Parks and Recreation's Parks 
Passport Program!  Youth have a chance to win gift     
certificates by participating in this event.  Get a copy of 
the “Parks  Passport” and, beginning on May 28, visit the 
designated locations at Marcel’s Park, Gowen Park, 
Springvale Rec, Number One Pond, Goodall Park and the 
Mousam Way South Trail.  

At each park you will find stickers that need to be       
attached to your passport.  Once you have visited all      
locations and have a sticker from each, submit your   
entry to Sanford Parks and Recreation by June 28. Get 
your Passport on the website at sanfordrec.com, or pick 
one up at the Rec office along with a new Sanford Trails 
map.  

Your Maine Source for Information 

 Sanford Rec Parks Passport: 

Your Passport to Fun! 

SRTC Robotics Team Takes 5th Place in International Competition 
by Kathy Sargent 

Congratulations to Sanford Regional Technical Center’s Team 3451 (a/k/a our Engineering Applications with Robotics classes) for 
their 5th place finish in the Infinite Recharge at Home Competition sponsored by FIRST Robotics.  In the words of Brent Sirois, SRTC 
Engineering Applications with Robotics Instructor, “The First Robotics game of ‘Infinite Recharge at Home’ was a great success that 
gave us a feeling of normalcy in a year that has been anything but.  We had the option of using last year’s robot, but soon                
determined that we could achieve much more by building a new robot specific to the updated challenge.  We completed four of the 
five challenges (needing only 3) and competed against teams from all over the world.”  

This team has adjusted to the many changes necessary to conduct a safe and competitive season during COVID-19 and came 
through it all with a strong finish and gracious professionalism.  Excellent work! Students from both sessions are pictured below; 
members of the class include: Trevor Bickford, Jacob Cao, Scott Bowden, Aiden Crawford, Jordan Breault, Ryan Demers, Braden  
Butler, Stephen Hanselmann, Jacob Dube, Preston Lam, Robbie Long, Kaylee Mayotte, Ben Mandani, Jeremiah VanTassell, James 
Morton, Ian Welch and Bradley Roy. 
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Community Calendar 

5/22 Master Gardener Volunteers of 
York County plant sale, Nasson campus 

5/22 SHS Winter Guard and Percussion 
Show, 1 pm, SHS Competition Gym & 
WSSR-TV 

5/22 Sanfordstock Music Festival, 4 pm 

5/23 Sanford Maine Stage Poet’s       
Corner,  4 pm on Zoom 

5/24 Red Cross Blood Drive, North   
Parish Church, noon—6:00 pm 

5/24 School Committee, 6:00 pm 

5/25 Subcommittee Meetings on Zoom 

5/26 SRTC Recognition Night 

5/27 Foraging for Wild Mushrooms, 2 
pm on Zoom 

5/29 Spring Fever Fair @ St. Thomas 
School, 9 am—3 pm 

5/31 Memorial Day 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 

In her report, Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio said the proposed revisions to the      
Council’s Rules and Order of Business, which had been debated at the previous      
meeting, did not pass the legal review, so the document is not ready for approval. It will 
be taken up again at a future meeting. 

Councilor Stackpole gave an update on last week’s Zoning and Solid Waste Subcommit-
tee meetings. At Zoning, the major focus was on the retail adult use marijuana            
ordinance. The Subcommittee has determined that they need to devote more time to 
the subject so, going forward, will devote at least the first half of each meeting to it. 

Under Solid Waste, they talked about the problem of litter in Sanford. It was noted that 
a major contributor to the problem is recyclables that get blown around on windy days. 
“There will be some days when recyclables probably should not be put out,” Councilor       
Stackpole said. He asked residents to consider holding on to recyclables until the      
following week, if the weather is particularly windy. 

Councilor Ayn Hanselmann spoke to the Subcommittee about other suggestions for 
keeping litter under control, including semi-annual community cleanup days, and 
“adopt an area” concepts. She is putting together a package of marketing ideas for the 
Subcommittee members to consider at their next meeting. 

In his report, City Manager Steven Buck  reported that the Westside Village reconstruc-
tion, which will include Kimball and Prescott Streets and parts of Shaw Street and 
Twombley Road, is out to bid, but the bids are all higher than the estimates. He is    
looking at options including breaking the project down into smaller segments, and 
shifting resources from other projects, to get it done during this construction season. 

Mr. Buck went over how the City Budget could be impacted if the legislature approves 
an increase in revenue sharing from the current 3.75% to 4.5% or 5%. He is looking 
closely at the Mills administrations plans for spending federal stimulus funds. “I want 
to go through and make sure we are not spending any of our money when we could tap 
into state money,” he said. 

He also reported that the speed enforcement action being undertaken by the city’s  
Public Works and Police Departments may be eligible for 80% funding to pay for the 
overtime hours it will involve. The Police Department is also applying for a distracted 
driving enforcement grant. The city will know by June 1 if the funds will be awarded. 

Under public participation, Kristin Collins, an attorney for the firm of Preti Flaherty in 
Augusta, spoke to the Council. She is serving as an unofficial spokesperson for eight 
businesses who have experienced problems trying to get applications through the 
planning process in Sanford. She said it is taking applicants up to two years and,      
compared to other communities, costing up to 20 times more to get projects approved 
here. She called the attitude in the Planning Department “more obstructionist than 
helpful,” and said staff has refused to accept information provided by experts, and also 
appears to deliberately attempt to drum up opposition to an application. She asked the 
Council to take it up at a future meeting, to figure out how to make real improvements. 

Springvale resident Dianne Connolly asked if there was an investigation into Saturday 
night’s brush fire, and if the landowners around the area would be notified of any     
results from such an investigation. 

The Council approved a renewal of a medical marijuana grower/cultivator license for C 
& M Farms, 27 Hancock Lane. A new medical marijuana property license was granted 
to Akers Real Estate Management, which will lease space to other companies at 12 
Smada Drive. 

A public hearing was held on the School Department’s 2021-2022 budget, which will go 
to voters on Tuesday, June 8. Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson gave a brief over-
view of how the proposed budget evolved during the several month long budget       
process. The bottom line is a net taxation increase of 1.7%; however, Mr. Nelson said 
the $840,000 the Department expects to get from the state if revenue sharing is              
increased will be put toward tax relief, not added to the budget. “We have a budget 
here that meets our needs,” he said. 

Mr. Nelson also spoke about his concerns for the 2022-2023 budget. The combination 

City Council 5/18 Meeting Summary 

Continued on page 6 
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Police Log Highlights 

On Friday, May 7, Sanford officers responding to a report of  
terrorizing/threatening on High St. arrested a 31-year-old 
Windham resident on a warrant, as well as charges of criminal 
threatening. He was also summonsed for operating after         
habitual offender revocation with a prior. 

Saturday, May 8, a report of vandalism on Main St. resulted in a 
summons to a 43-year-old Sanford resident for criminal          
mischief and violating condition of release. That night, a 44-year
-old resident of Cattaraugus, NY, was summonsed for operating 
a motor vehicle without a license on Main St. There were two 
other motor vehicle stops that also resulted in summonses that 
day, another on Main St. and one at the intersection of Davis 
Ave. and Gowen St. No further details were given. 

There were no arrests or summonses on Sunday, May 9. Among 
other calls that day, Sanford Police responded along with fire 
and EMS to two motor vehicle accidents, one on Hanson Ridge 
Rd. and the other on Sherburne St. 

In the early hours of Monday, May 10, a motor vehicle complaint 
on June St. led to the arrest of a 45-year-old Springvale resident 
for operating under the influence (no test) with a prior. 

There were no arrests or summonses on Tuesday the 11th. 
Among the calls that day were a drug incident on St. Ignatius St. 
and a report of vandalism on Lebanon St. 

On Wednesday May 12, a report of shoplifting on Main St. led to 
a 19-year-old Sanford resident being summonsed for theft by 
unauthorized taking or transfer, sale and use of drug                
paraphernalia, and unlawful possession of a scheduled drug. 
The log also mentions an arrest made while a summons was 
being served on Boyd St., but no details were given. 

Thursday, May 13, another shoplifting call on Main St. resulted 
in a juvenile age 15 being summonsed for theft by unauthorized 
taking or transfer. A motor vehicle stop on High St. led to a 33-
year-old Sanford resident being summonsed for operating after 
habitual offender revocation with a prior. A 30-year-old North 
Waterboro resident was summonsed for operating with a sus-
pended registration after another motor vehicle stop, this one at 
Old Mill and Twombley Rds. A 33-year-old Sanford resident was 
summonsed for having a suspended registration after a stop at 
Twombley and Sugar Hill Rds. The log mentions three other 
summonses being issued during motor vehicle stops that day, on 
Twombley, Alfred Rd. and Grammar St., no further details given. 

This digest includes just a few of the calls Sanford Police re-
sponded to on these dates. The complete police logs, with names 
and addresses of those arrested and summonsed, can be viewed 
and downloaded on the city’s website at sanfordmaine.com. 

 Help Clean Up Goodall Brook 

The Steering Committee overseeing the restoration of Goodall 
Brook is seeking community volunteers to help with a general 
clean-up on Wednesday, May 26. The clean-up is being           
organized by Steering Committee members led by Sanford High 
School science teachers Beth Marass and Lindsay Strout, retired 
city engineer Mike Casserly, and York County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Project Manager Mindee Goodrum.     
Members of the SHS environmental club and a number of           
retired community members are also planning to attend. 

Trash bags, rakes, and shovels will be provided by the Sanford 
DPW and Parks & Rec Department. Work gloves will be             
provided by SHS, and refreshments and snacks will be provided 
by one of the landowners along the worksite area. Waterproof 
boots are recommended for those participating. The event will 
occur from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Volunteers are asked to meet 
at the first worksite in Soldiers & Sailors Park before moving on 
to the second site off Seneca Ave. Volunteers will also be helping 
the City to meet its match portion of the grant by crediting the 
time spent at $24.21/hour for each volunteer. 

If you’d like to help out, contact Mindee Goodrum at 207-432-
3516 or mgoodrum@yorkswcd.org to let her know you’ll be 
there. 

Following the clean-up, environmental contractors will mobilize 
at the two sites later this summer to install log constriction 
structures in the stream channel, which was previously           
artificially channelized, leading to slow and stagnant flows and 
low dissolved oxygen levels.  
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Three Sanford Properties Declared Dangerous 

At the City Council meeting on May 18, public hearings were held 
to determine if three properties in Sanford meet the                   
requirements for the city to declare them dangerous buildings. 

The first property discussed was 18 Winter St., a duplex which 
has been vacant for many years (pictured below left). It has been 
owned by Bradley Estabrook of Laconia, NH, since 2004. The 
property has been in foreclosure for over three years. Ian 
Houseal, Director of Community Development, showed photos of 
the exterior of the property with details of the condition. He said 
there have been problems with squatters in the building over the 
years, and police have been called to the building often on          
reports of trespassing and suspicious activity. The water has 
been off in the building since 2017. 

Although the vacant building license is current on the property, 
Mr. Houseal explained that doesn’t absolve an owner from         
responsibility to maintain the property. He said the city was 
forced to secure the property with bars and padlocks because 
the owners and mortgage companies did not take that                 
responsibility. He said the building meets the requirements to be 
declared dangerous because the decks and approaches are not 
structurally sound; the property is unsanitary with people      
having lived there from time to time with no water; and because 
its long-term status as vacant makes it unsafe. Councilor Ayn 
Hanselmann said she owns the property next door and that there 
have been significant pest and rat issues. 

The owner and mortgage holders were notified of the hearing 
but did not attend or respond with any comments. 

Councilor Bob Stackpole said this hearing was the first step to 
hold the owner’s feet to the fire to begin to clean up the property. 
He said he hoped the building could be rehabbed and become an 
asset to the community once again. 

The second property on the agenda was a single family home at 
28 Emery St. Mr. Houseal said the owner, Steven McIntosh, could 
not be located. The property was foreclosed on and assigned to 
Sun West Mortgage in 2019. He said all the windows in the house 
were broken and the doors were unsecured until the city             
installed locks. He said there was a massive pile of household 
waste weighing 9.88 tons in the back yard of the home, which the 
city had hauled away. Someone appeared to have been living in a 
shed on the property where there was illegally installed             
electrical wiring. The water was turned off last November and 
the electricity was disconnected in April of this year. Like the 
previous property, this one has been the subject of many police 
calls in the past year. 

Carrie Folsom, an attorney for Sun West, said that because the 
mortgage on the property is a VA loan, it was subject to            
provisions of the CARES Act, which meant the bank could not 
complete the foreclosure. However, working with the                  
homeowner, who she said is living with family in Massachusetts, 
they were able to reach an agreement two weeks ago. The bank 
is now actively working on the case and has a plan to begin        
remediating the property immediately so it can be sold. 

Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio said by declaring the building 
dangerous, it would ensure the bank will follow through. Mr. 
Houseal added that he will be keeping an eye on it, so the city can 
recoup the costs of the trash removal and securing the property. 

The third hearing was for a four-family home at 37 Montreal St., 
pictured below right. The property is owned by Heather and 
Mitchell Piper of Kennebunk, with no mortgage. The electricity is 
still on. The water has been off since March. 

Code Enforcement Officer Jeannie Wood said she was initially 
called to the property in 2020 by a tenant who complained of 
bedbugs, but when she saw the unsanitary condition of the unit, 
she condemned it and the tenant was forced to vacate. Photos 
were shown of the interior of the apartment. Two of the other 
units were vacant at the time, and the fourth tenant later moved 
out. Ms. Wood said she later found a squatter living in one of the 
apartments and told them to leave. Several notices of violation 
have been issued to the owners over the past two years, but no 
action has been taken. She said the building is considered          
abandoned. 

Mr. Houseal said there are sewer liens and property tax liens on 
the property, and it has no current vacant building license. 

During the hearing, Ms. Wood received an email from the      
property owner, which she read into the record. The email stated 
that the owner has a plan to get the building cleaned out this 
week, and treated for pest control next week. After that,            
electrical and plumbing work will be done and smoke detectors 
installed to bring the building up to code. 

Councilor Stackpole said the vote to declare the building danger-
ous would put pressure on the owners to get the work done. 

The Council voted unanimously to declare all three properties 
dangerous buildings. The nuisances were ordered to be abated, 
and corrective actions taken. The owner or party in interest of 
each property must file a rehab plan with the city within 30 days, 
and bring the properties into compliance with all state and local 
codes. If those things are not done, the city will take further           
action through the Land Bank Authority. 
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Real Estate Transactions 

4/30, 12 Main St., Springvale, 1,032 sq ft Commercial building 
on .34 acre lot, high traffic count, sold as is, $50,100 

4/30, 5 Freemont St., Duplex, each 2 bed/1 bath, separate base-
ments and utilities, storage building, yard, $275,000 

4/30, 39 Sherburne St., 3 Family, each 6 rooms/2 bed/1 bath, 
separate utilities, well maintained, recent updates, $295,000 

4/30, 3 Gulliver Dr., 8 room Colonial, 3 bed/2.5 bath, 2 car gar-
age, fireplace, in ground pool, finished basement, $417,000 

5/3, 316 Main St., Springvale, 5 room New Englander, 2 bed/1 
bath, heated porch, walkout basement, near park & trails, 
$150,000 

5/4, 3 Grove St., Springvale, Two family, 2 bed & 3 bed units, 
excellent condition, new paint & flooring, off street parking, 
$270,000 (pictured below) 

5/4, 859 Main St., Commercial property, currently a hair salon, 
many possible uses in Urban Business zone, $180,000 

5/4, 122 Country Club Rd. #3, 7 room Cape, 3 bed/1.5 bath, 
oversized 2 car garage, fireplace, wood stove, 3 acres, $267,500 

5/7, 398 Sam Allen Rd., 10 room Colonial, 5 bed/3.5 bath, in-
law apt, deck w/hot tub, 2 car & 1 car garages, 2.48 acres, 
$634,500 

5/7, 35 Brunelle Ave., 5 room Ranch, 3 bed/1 bath, newer roof 
and windows, half acre, fire pit, chicken coop, $238,000 

5/7, 224 Grammar Rd., 5 room Ranch, 2 bed/2 bath, open con-
cept, walkout basement 2 car garage, 2 acres, $325,000 

News Notes 
Opening weekend on Sanford’s ATV trails turned out to be an 
eventful one, and not in a good way. A trail rider allegedly 
drinking and lighting fireworks on the trail off Pleasant St. in 
Springvale caused a brush fire, which is reportedly under       
investigation by the Fire Marshal as well as the Police Dept. and 
the Warden Service. According to a post on the ATV Club’s    
Facebook page, landowners in that area are considering closing 
trails because of the fire. Another landowner on High St. has 
since closed access across his property due to irresponsible and 
destructive behavior by riders. The Sanford ATV Club asks that 
everyone respect this landowner’s wishes, and if you know of 
another property owner on High St. who might be willing to 
provide access to the trail, please let Club officers know. 

Got a creative kid? Sanford Rec’s fabulous Art Camp is de-
signed for grades 1-7.  They will enjoy high quality (and very 
fun) art including some new techniques.  This program is       
offered for the curious mind. The camp will be instructed by 
Deb Farnham who is also the St. Thomas Art Teacher. Art Camp 
will be held on four Monday afternoons from July 12 through 
August 2 at Carl J. Lamb School. Register at sanfordrec.com. 
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of decreased student enrollment, a change in student/teacher 
ratio, and the increase in valuation could potentially result in a 
loss of $1.3 million in state subsidy unless things change. 

The Council unanimously approved the cable TV franchise 
agreement with Comcast. Springvale resident Lee Burnett spoke 
about the franchise fee revenue that will come to the city under 
the agreement. He said it should be put directly toward            
increasing staffing and programming at WSSR-TV in order to 
make it a true public access channel. He explained that it could 
be used not only for entertainment, but to advance the City 
Council’s priorities and magnify its initiatives. “It would add a 
lot to the life of the community,” he said. Comcast plans to offer 
internet and phone service as well as cable TV. 

The Council approved the appointment of David Caswell to the 
Airport Advisory Committee. Mr. Caswell is a licensed             
commercial pilot as well as a glider pilot. He is a retired federal 
OSHA safety and health manager, and a retired officer in the NH 
Air National Guard. 

Appointment of the Rail Trail Task Force was on the agenda. 
However, Mayor Mastraccio said she is still waiting to hear back 
from some people, and once that happens all the names will be 
released. Dave Parent will chair the Task Force. 

The Mineral Extraction Task Force was also scheduled to be 
appointed, however, that too is awaiting final confirmation from 
members. 

Dangerous building hearings were held for three Sanford prop-
erties. See page 4 for details. 

City Council...continued from page 2 More News Notes 

Struggling to afford your internet service? The Emergency 
Broadband Benefit is an FCC program to help families and 
households during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Emergency 
Broadband Benefit will provide a discount of up to $50 per 
month towards broadband service for eligible households and 
up to $75 per month for households on qualifying Tribal lands. 
Eligible households can also receive a one-time discount of up 
to $100 to purchase a laptop, desktop computer, or tablet from 
participating providers if they contribute more than $10 and 
less than $50 toward the purchase price. Visit York County 
Community Action for more information. 

York County Shelter Programs is asking if anyone has outdoor 
items they could donate to YCSP’s Family Shelter in Sanford. 
They would love to have a picnic table, and their swing set is in 
need of replacement. If you have a slide, a badminton set,    
baseball gloves, or anything that the children and parents in 
residence could use in the shelter’s backyard, please contact 
Family Housing Coordinator Kelly DeMattia at kellyd@ycspi.org 
or (207) 636-5527. 

Want to keep your kids busy this summer, but can’t afford to 
send them to camp? Sanford Parks & Recreation and the YMCA 
both have scholarships available for low income families. For 
more info, call the Sanford Rec at 324-9130 or email                
recreation@sanfordmaine.org; or call the Y at 324 4942. 

Another Chance Animal Rescue has a number of cats available 
for adoption now. There is a waiting list for kittens. Call 490-
2855 or email mycatrescue@icloud.com. 


