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At the School Committee meeting on May 10, Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson gave the 
latest update on the plans for bringing all students back to school in-person, full time, in the fall. 
It was discussed extensively at the Committee’s workshop last week, but plans are evolving daily. 

Mr. Nelson said that classrooms are full now, even though over 700 students district-wide are 
still doing fully remote instruction. In September, if current social distancing requirements are 
still in place, the School Department will need to utilize additional classrooms to space students 
out sufficiently. This will require many more staff members to be hired, and that process is     
underway now. Mr. Nelson detailed the plans for each school, and the costs associated with each. 

At Margaret Chase Smith School, three new teachers and two ed techs are being hired; at Carl J. 
Lamb School, five teachers and four ed techs will be added. There will also be a district-wide  
social worker hired, and perhaps an additional counselor for the elementary grades. At Sanford 
Pride Elementary School, two new teachers, an ed tech and an IEP coordinator are planned. 

At Sanford Middle School, where space is an especially difficult issue, the Department has plans 
to hire 11 new teachers total for grades 5-8, plus two teachers and two ed techs for the Special 
Education department. Mr. Nelson said that administrators are trying to sort out how to house 
everyone in the SMS building, but if it is not possible, Willard School will likely be used. At last 
week’s workshop there was discussion of whether it would be better to move one entire grade 
there, rather than split a grade. Either 5th or 8th grade is most likely. A final decision on that will 
probably be announced at the next School Committee meeting on May 24. 

At Sanford High School/SRTC, a clinical supervisor for the CNA program, two English Language 
Arts teachers, and one teacher each in Art, Math, Science and Social Studies are needed. 

The total additional personnel costs will be more than $3.1 million, plus costs for the technology 
and supplies needed to equip the new teachers and classrooms. All of the cost will be covered by 
federal American Rescue Plan funds. 

Committee member Jonathan Mapes questioned if these positions were considered short term 
and temporary. Mr. Nelson said all teachers are hired on a probationary basis. He said the hope is 
that many of the new hires may become permanent through retirements and other attrition. 

Your Maine Source for Information 

 

Covid Update 
There were 32 new cases of 
Covid-19 in Sanford and 
Springvale in the seven-day 
period ending May 9. The  
cumulative total of cases of 
the virus in our community 
now stands at 1,684. In the 
same period, there were 319 
new cases of the virus in all of 
York County. For the second 
week in a row, there were no 
reported deaths associated 
with Covid-19 in York County. 

The Pfizer vaccine is now  
approved for everyone age 12 
and up. The Sanford School 
Department is working with 
MaineHealth to offer an op-
tional Pfizer Covid-19         
vaccination to Sanford        
students, 12 years of age or 
older. Vaccinations are            
available for both in-person 
and remote learners. The  
Sanford High School Clinic is 
being held Friday, May 14th. 
The Sanford Middle School 
Clinic will be held Monday, 
May 17th from 9:00 to 4:00. 

School Department Already Planning For Fall 

Continued on page 5 

Sign Up Now For The City-Wide Yard Sale 
Got a lot of stuff you need to get rid of? Local Realtor Melissa Simpson is organizing a city-wide 
yard sale for the weekend of June 5 & 6. She is putting together a map which will show the      
addresses of all those who wish to participate. If you’d like to be on the map, go to the Facebook 
event page at https://bit.ly/3bpzOdC and click on “Join Event.” She is asking for a $5 donation, 
with proceeds to be donated to 
local charities. The maps will be 
available after May 25. 

If you’re not on Facebook and 
would like to be on the map, 
Ms. Simpson will be at the     
gazebo  at Walgreen’s in 
Springvale on Tuesday, May 18 
from noon to 2:00 p.m., and 
again on the 25th from 3:00 to 
6:00 p.m. for sign ups. Let’s 
make this a great community 
event! 
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Community Calendar 

5/18 Site Plan Review Committee                
meeting, 9:00 am 

5/18 Supporting Grieving Children 
webinar, 3:30 pm 

5/17 City Council meeting, 6:00 pm 

5/18 Star Wars Trivia Night, 6:00 pm 

5/19 Trafton Center Walk at Number 
One Pond, 1:30 pm 

5/19 Planning Board meeting, 6:30 pm 

5/21 Maine Paranormal Monthly meet-
ing @ Gowen Park, 6:00 pm 

5/22 Master Gardener Volunteers of 
York County plant sale, Nasson campus 

5/24 Red Cross Blood Drive, North   
Parish Church, noon—6:00 pm 

5/24 School Committee, 6:00 pm 

5/26 SRTC Recognition Night 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 

The Sanford School Department is pulling out all the stops for a summer of learning 
and fun that will keep students connected, help them catch up from any pandemic 
learning loss, and prepare them to hit the ground running when school resumes full 
time in September. 

Curriculum Director Bethany Lambert outlined the plans for elementary, middle and 
high schoolers at the School Committee’s May 10 meeting. She said the plans include   
in-person as well as remote activities, and activities that require technology as well as 
ones that don’t. She will be sending an online brochure out to parents containing links 
to dozens of options and ideas. All activities will be free. 

Here are just a few of the things planned: 

 School librarians will have activities for all grades, with live read-alouds planned 
weekly at lunch pickup spots. 

 Extended School Year and Title 1 programming 

 Jumpstart for incoming Kindergarten students 

 STEM Camps for Grades 5-8 – learn to build your own website or computer game 

 Band Camp for SMS and SHS students in June 

 Theater Camp for SMS and SHS students in July 

 Course recovery classes for high schoolers 

 Creative art projects from Camp Susan Curtis 

 Math games and activities to do at home 

 Family Tech Time including virtual field trips 

The plans involve the larger community as well. The School Department is connecting 
with the Parks and Rec Department and YMCA to offer educational activities at the  
various summer camps. There are scholarships available for low-income families. The 
Goodall and Springvale Libraries both have summer reading programs planned for 
kids. The free breakfast and lunch provided daily by the School Department’s nutrition 
program will continue throughout the summer. 

If you’re a parent of a Sanford student, look for your online brochure in the next week 
or two, and get your family started on a great summer. 

A Summer of Learning and Fun 
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New Rail Trail Task Force        
To Be Appointed 

Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio will be appointing a new task 
force to come up with a solution concerning the Rail Trail, which 
is the only part of Sanford’s official trail system that is open to 
ATVs. This section has been the subject of a long-standing     
dispute between the Sanford ATV Club and the Trails               
Committee. 

The Trails Committee cited complaints from trail abutters           
regarding dust and noise, ATV users who don’t follow posted 
rules, and environmental degradation caused by the vehicles in 
its recent decision to recommend ATVs no longer be allowed on 
the Rail Trail. The City Council, however, has the final say. ATV 
Club members contend that they represent the majority of users 
on the trail, but are barred from voting on Trails Committee 
business, and say their attempts to help with maintenance            
issues have been rebuffed. 

The concept of a task force, or a separate Rail Trail Committee, 
had been proposed over a year ago, but was put on hold due to 
the pandemic and the departure of former Parks & Rec Director 
Alan Grady. 

The task force will be advisory in nature, with the specific       
mission to work on resolving conflicts of use and promote 
shared, safe, responsible usage of the Rail Trail. It will report 
directly to the City Council, and the Council will make any final 
decisions regarding the Trail, which may or may not include 
prohibiting motorized usage. 

The task force will consist of Parks Director Brian Desrochers, 
two Trails Committee members, two ATV Club members, two 
Snowmobile club members, two Cycle Sanford members, and 
two abutting property owners. Once the members are             
appointed, which is expected to happen at Tuesday’s City      
Council meeting, they will have 60 days to report back to the 
Council with any recommendations. 

 Meet the                                 

Southern Maine Garden Club 

by Charlene Humphrey 

The Southern Maine Garden Club has been in existence for 25 
years and includes members from Sanford and Springvale as 
well as Lebanon, Acton, Shapleigh and North Berwick.  The   
primary purpose of the club is educational, but it involves social 
and community service aspects as well. The club meets the third 
Thursday of each month from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. from March 
through December.  There is usually a guest speaker that       
provides interesting and informative information, a short         
business meeting and refreshments.  

The club has traditionally planted flowers in the islands in 
Springvale and at Washington St., at the Goodall Statue, Gateway 
Park, and Waban.  After the plantings, the city takes care of most 
of the maintenance. We also have a yearly plant sale, which this 
year will be Saturday, June 5 from 9:00 a.m. to noon on the lawn 
at Springvale Library.  

The Club is looking to increase its membership.  If you are  
someone who enjoys gardening, or who would like to learn 
about gardening, we would love to have you join our group.  
Having any knowledge about gardening is not a requirement. 
While purposeful, educational and fun, being a member of the 
club does not require an enormous time commitment.            
Upcoming meetings are Thursday, May 20 and June 17 with the 
place to be determined.  Our meetings are usually at the 
Springvale Library and we will hopefully be able to meet there 
again beginning in September.  If you are interested or would 
like more information please email Mary at 
travilr@metrocast.net.  We hope you will consider joining. 

Garden Club members planting flowers in the Washington St. island. 

 

Free Welding Course 
Sanford Community Adult Education has partnered with       
Sanford Regional Technical Center, York County Community 
College, and Maine Quality Centers to offer a certified welding 
program to qualified Maine state residents for free this summer.  
Limited space is available.  Applicants are evaluated through 
qualification criteria, application materials, interviews, and skill 
tests.  For more information, go to yccc.edu and look under the 
“Skills and Training” tab. 
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More from the School Committee’s May 10 Meeting 

Driver Ed: The Committee approved the Memorandum of Understanding with Flanagan’s Driving School for the new Driver Ed  
program at Sanford Community Adult Education. The program will begin June 1. 

SHS Architecture Wins Awards: Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson announced that the SHS/SRTC project architects have 
been recognized with two American Institute of Architects Design awards and are in contention for a possible third “People’s 
Choice” award. To vote, go to https://bit.ly/3tM1Feg. Lance Whitehead of Lavallee Brensinger was the lead architect on the project. 

SRTC Update: Kathy Sargent, Director of the Sanford Regional Technical School, presented an update. She noted that students were 
inducted into the National Technical Honor Society on May 6, and the ceremony was broadcast on WSSR-TV. She said that SRTC 
students medaled in the Skills USA competition and the First Robotics team also won accolades. These competitions are being held 
virtually this year, and she said the students have done an amazing job adjusting to that. Some students will be going on to the    
national contests, which will also be virtual. Third-party exams for CNA and welding programs are being held this month. She will 
be conducting tours for prospective SRTC students during the summer. 

Recognition Night for SRTC will be held at Alumni Stadium Wednesday, May 26, with the following night as the rain date. STEM and 
Arts & Communication pathways will be at 5:00 p.m., with Business & Marketing and Health & Human Services pathways at 7:00. 
This will enable each student to bring more guests. 

Ms. Sargent is looking for more applicants to teach the new plumbing program next year. A full class of students has already signed 
up for the morning program. In the afternoon, she hopes to bring in seniors from other programs who would like to add a year of 
plumbing. Having both sessions will enable her to hire a full-time teacher. “It’s a great opportunity to train the future plumbers of 
the world,” she said. 

New Furniture: The Committee awarded the bids for new furniture for Pride Elementary. The desks and chairs will be purchased 
from W. B. Mason. The desks are a unique triangular shape and the height is adjustable. For the birch cubbies and shelves, Business 
Manager Cheryl Fournier recommended the higher bid from Warren’s Office Supply. She explained that the cubbies (like lockers, 
but without doors) from Warren’s are individual ones, whereas the cubbies from W. B. Mason are stacked one on top of another, 
making social distancing impossible. Covid funds will cover the additional cost. Shelving to match the cubbies will also be ordered. 

Staff Changes: Mr. Nelson announced the resignations of several staff members, including Samantha Brink, career exploration  
manager at SHS/SRTC; Megan Brown, 4th grade teacher at MCS; Kayla Burke, band instructor at SMS; Mark Camire, math teacher at 
SHS; Susanne Dompkouski, library media specialist at Willard; Amos Dunlap, ELA teacher at SHS; Nathaniel Glaude, special           
education ed tech at Willard; Mary Labbe, food service at SMS; and Alaine Tomlinson, science teacher at SHS. 

Linea Randall has been appointed as special education ed tech at MCS. Tracie Hallissey was nominated to become the new principal 
at MCS, replacing the retiring Chuck Potter. 

Absentee ballots are now available for the June 8 School Budget 
Validation Referendum Election. In-person, safe and socially  
distanced absentee voting is happening Monday – Friday from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the 3rd floor Council Chambers. Anyone 
who needs to register to vote should submit an application no 
later than May 18. The ‘Closed Period,’ which is 20 days prior to 
any election, begins on Wednesday May 19. This means all     
registrations must be done in person in the Clerk’s Office. A   
photo ID and proof of residency will be required from all. For 
more information, see the public notice on page 7. 

Partners Bank has donated $5,000 to Three Rivers Land Trust’s 
fundraising effort to acquire land in Springvale for the proposed 

Sanford Community Forest. 3RLT has until the end of the year to 
raise the remaining $135,000 needed. 

Eastside Youth is raffling off four tickets to see the Red Sox play 
the Texas Rangers at Fenway Park August 22. Each chance is 
$10. The winner will be drawn at their Annual Bike Run on    
August 7. Call 233-8394, or email                                                  
eastsideyouthmaine@gmail.com to purchase raffle tickets. 

The house at 12 Proulx Ct. in Springvale is scheduled for      
demolition this week. This is the next step in a lengthy process 
undertaken by the Land Bank Authority, which will enable a new 
home to be built on the property. 

News Notes 
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In an effort to encourage adults who have put off getting vaccinated, the state of Maine is offering incentives on a first come, first 
served basis. The incentives include your choice of a free hunting or fishing license, day passes to Maine state parks, LL Bean gift 
cards and more. To qualify, have your first shot between May 11 and May 31. 

Still have questions about vaccination? Southern Maine Health Care (SMHC) will host a COVID-19 vaccine community forum on 
Wednesday, May 19 at 6pm via ZOOM. The forum will include a short presentation followed by questions and answers from Dr. 
Michael Albaum, Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Michael Schmitz, Emergency Physician, and Dr. Margy O’Hare, OB/GYN. This is a chance 
for the community to ask questions regarding the COVID-19 vaccine and receive answers in real-time from experts. Community 
members can submit questions ahead of time by emailing info@smhc.com. Use this ZOOM URL to join the forum on May 19: 
https://zoom.us/j/92498970327. 

The Sanford Vaccine Center has given over 30,000 shots. As of today, 45.59% of Maine’s total population is fully vaccinated.  

Sports Notes 

Sanford High School tennis player Olivia Guinard will be    
playing in the next round of the Maine Principals’ Association 
State Singles Tournament, to be held in Lewiston on May 21. 
Olivia is one of the top 18 players in southern Maine. 

The SHS Varsity Softball team is having a great season, with a 
6-1 record so far. JV Baseball is also off to a winning start, with 
a record of 5-1. 

Get your tickets now for the Sanford Mainers! The season 
kicks off at Goodall Park on June 4 at 6:30 p.m. against the   
Winnipesaukee Muskrats. Season tickets are just $70 for ages 
13-59, and $40 for kids 12 and under, seniors 60+ and those 
with a valid US Military ID. Family season tickets are $150 for 
two adults/two children, or three adults. Visit                           
sanfordmainers.com to purchase season tickets. Single-game 
tickets are $7 general admission, and $5 for seniors, kids and 
Military members. Credit cards are accepted at the gate for  
ticket purchases of $10 or more. 

The Mainers are also seeking prizes for the lucky ticket table at 
the Sanford Mainers games. Gift certificates or actual items are 
needed. Call/text Helen Hajny at 651-1806 if you are interested 
in donating. She can pick them up. 

Kiddie Kickers is a Sanford Rec program designed to introduce 
four- and five-year-olds to soccer the fun way! Coach will teach 
children the rules of the game, key words and the basics of the 
sport. They will participate in skill developing games through-
out the session. The season finishes with an end of the year 
medal. Parents are encouraged to be there the entire time and 
actively participate in the class with their child. Kiddie Kickers 
will be held at the Carl J. Lamb School field on Wednesdays, 
June 23 and 30, and July 7. Register at sanfordrec.com. 

Love local sports? The Sanford Springvale News could use your 
help reporting on local sporting events and activities! Email us 
at sanfordspringvalenews@outlook.com for more details. 

Recent Home Sales 
4/16, 142 Emery St., 10 room Duplex, each 2 bed/1 bath, well 
maintained, excellent rental history, $236,000 

4/19, 14 Fox Ridge Run, 7 room Colonial, 3 bed/3 bath, updated, 
2 car garage, 2nd floor laundry, 2.6 acres, $390,000 

4/20, 13 Redwood Ln., 5 room Ranch, 3 bed/2 bath, built 2016, 
open concept, 2 car garage, big fenced yard, $334,000 

4/22, 1132 Main St., 11 room Cape, 4 bed/2 bath, completely 
remodeled, open concept, 2 car garage, $330,000 

4/23, 4 Mousam Ct., 6 room New Englander, 3 bed/1 bath,     
updated kitchen, new furnace, built-ins, garden, $202,000 

4/23, 16 Bodwell St., 4 unit Multi-Family, 3-2 bed/1-1 bed, 3 car 
garage, fully occupied, $235,000 

4/23, 748 Country Club Rd., 6 room Cape, 4 bed/2 bath, newer 
roof, whole house generator, 1.24 acres, $275,000 

4/29, 47 Payne St., Springvale, 5 room Cape/Bungalow, 2 bed/2 
bath, well maintained, fireplace, hardwood floors, $229,000 

4/30, 809 Main St., New Englander, 3 bed/2 bath, updated, hard-
wood floors, new 2 car garage, $275,000 (photo below) 

Covid-19...continued from page 1 
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A team of volunteers from Kennebunk Savings, armed with 
rakes and shovels, did a great job of spring cleanup at Waban 
this week. 

Mark your calendars for St. Thomas School’s Spring Fever Fair 
on May 29. There will be raffles, a yard sale, food, crafts & more. 

Is your family or organization planning a trash cleanup event 
to help keep Sanford looking great? If you want to be able to 
take the trash and recyclables to the transfer station without 
paying a disposal fee, there is a form to fill out in advance. You 
can pick it up at the Department of Public Works office, 156 
School St., from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday; 
or call 324-9133. Trash must be picked up from within a public 
way, not on private property. Items will be accepted or rejected 
at discretion of transfer station staff. If you are picking up adja-
cent to the roadway, a traffic control permit is also required. 

The Sanford Peer Support Center at 19 Washington St. serves 
anyone in the community with a self-identified mental health 
and/or substance use challenge (a “Peer”) who is seeking recov-
ery and wellness, and is committed to fostering an environment 
that is welcoming, inclusive, and respectful. There is no required 
fee to take advantage of offered services. Individuals without a 
self-identified mental health and/or substance use challenge are 
not eligible to participate in the program. Each center includes a 
common area with tables and chairs to accommodate meals and 
socializing as well as areas for art, recovery groups, and well-
ness trainings. The Center is drug and alcohol free and smoking 
is not allowed inside. Call 490-5253 for more info. 

 

More News Notes Police Log Highlights 
On Friday, April 30, Sanford Police arrested a 41-year-old 
Springvale resident on a charge of domestic violence stalking, 
with a prior, after a 4:00 a.m. call to a Country Club Rd. #3 ad-
dress. Later that day, after a motor vehicle stop in the vicinity of 
Nason St. and Main St., a 34-year-old Sanford resident was sum-
monsed for operating while license suspended or revoked-OUI. 

Saturday, May 1, a report of vandalism on Country Club Rd. #3 
led to a 32-year-old Sanford resident being summonsed for 
criminal mischief. 

There were no arrests on Sunday, May 2. One summons was 
issued during a motor vehicle stop in the vicinity of Main St. and 
Gowen Park Dr. 

On Monday, May 3, a domestic disturbance call to Manor Circle 
resulted in a 33-year-old Sanford resident being summonsed for 
criminal mischief. The most unusual call of the week happened 
later that day, when Sanford Police responded to a report of a 
tobacco violation. Services were rendered. 

There were no arrests or summonses on Tuesday, May 4. On 
Wednesday, May 5, a 54-year-old Sanford resident was taken in 
custody on a warrant. Among the other calls that day was one 
for a stolen vehicle on Timber Ridge Ave. 

Thursday, May 6, a civil complaint at an Emery St. address led to 
a 55-year-old Alfred resident being summonsed for criminal 
trespass. Later that day, officers serving a warrant on Shaw’s 
Ridge Rd. arrested a 30-year-old resident of Somersworth, NH, 
on a charge of violating a protection from abuse order. 
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Public Notice 
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