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At the School Committee’s April 26 meeting, Sanford High School Principal Matt Petermann went 
over the plans for this year’s Senior Prom and Graduation. Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
things will be run a bit differently this year than in past years. 

Prom will be held Saturday, May 15, from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. on the SHS campus. Attendees will 
be announced as they walk down the red carpet for photo ops. There may be ice cream or other 
snacks provided outdoors. Inside, both gyms will be used to space out as much as possible. In one 
gym, attendees can line dance to the Macarena and the Electric Slide. The other gym will have a 
variety of socially-distanced games. 

Mr. Petermann said the focus was on providing a safe opportunity for kids to dress up and        
celebrate with their classmates. Administrators are considering doing a round of Covid testing 
before Prom to add an extra safety net. 

Monday, June 7, will be Awards Night, held in the Performing Arts Center. There is sufficient 
space for all seniors to attend safely. Instead of having the usual game night afterward, a          
comedian will perform. A meal will follow, and prizes will be given out at the end of the evening. 

The Senior Banquet will be held Tuesday, June 8. The entertainment will be provided by a          
hypnotist. The senior slide show will also be presented. 

Graduation is scheduled for Wednesday, June 9, at Alumni Stadium. June 10 is the rain date, but if 
both days are rainy, it may be pushed back further. Mr. Petermann told the Committee that     
having the ceremony outside provides the best opportunity for making it as close to a traditional 
experience as possible. Graduates will be six feet apart at all times, as they march into the        
stadium and when they are seated on the field. Staff will also be seated on the field, with parents 
and other family members in the stands. 

The graduation ceremony will be a ticketed event. The number of tickets each graduate is allotted 
is not yet set, as the Maine Department of Education may revise social distancing guidelines by 
then. 

Your Maine Source for Information 

 

Film Festival 

Goes Virtual 
The Sanford International 
Film Festival is back! This 
time, the films are free and 
virtual, with videos streaming 
on WSSR-TV’s YouTube and 
Facebook pages for a limited 
time. The Festival began 
Thursday, April 29, and con-
cludes on Saturday, May 1. 

Friday night's films begin at 
8:00. An all ages/13+ block 
includes the German film  
Patrick is Outside. In it, a 
young woman visits her in-
laws with her boyfriend, only 
to discover that there is a dark 
family secret . The adult block 
begins at 10:15 with the US 
film White Wolf Zombie Killer. 

SIFF’s Saturday all ages/13+ 
block starts at 7:00 p.m. In 
Darling Pet Monkey, based on 
a true story, two young  
brothers order a monkey from 
an ad in the back of a monster 
magazine. After the postal 
carrier delivers the box, 
things get weird. The Festival 
concludes with an adult block 
of films beginning at 9:00. In 

Prom & Graduation in the Age of Covid 

Walk-In Appointments / Covid Update 

The vaccination clinic located at the former Marshall’s store at 1364 Main Street in Sanford     
began offering walk-in vaccine appointments this week. Hours were scheduled on Thursday 
evening as well as Friday morning, and will continue Saturday, May 1 from 8am to 4:00pm. These 
appointments are available to Maine residents 18 and older to receive the first dose of the 
Moderna Vaccine. Additional times for walk-in vaccinations will be scheduled in the future. 

Prescheduled appointments are also available for these and other clinic times by visiting 
www.vaccine.mainehealth.org or calling 1-877-780-7545 to register.  

Covid vaccinations are also now available at Nasson Health Care, 15 Oak St. in Springvale. Call 
490-6900 to schedule your appointment. 

Maine no longer requires people to wear masks outdoors, but the state recommends wearing a 
mask if you are in a crowd of people. Face coverings are still mandatory indoors. 

Sanford had 21 new cases of Covid-19 in the seven-day period ending April 25, and Springvale 
had six. The cumulative total of cases in our community now stands at 1,607. Sanford/Springvale 
has been overtaken for the most cases per thousand residents in the state of Maine. That  dubious 
honor now belongs to Mechanic Falls. We are in second place, just ahead of South Paris. 

There have been 2,520 new cases of Covid in York County in the past week, and four deaths of 
people with the disease. One of the deaths was of a person in their 20s. Continued on page 4 
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Community Calendar 

5/1 Sanford Farmers’ Market Opening 
Day, Central Park, 920 Main St., 8 am to 
noon 

5/1 Sanford International Film Festival, 
7 pm, online 

5/2 Babe Ruth Tryouts, Goodall Park,    
2 – 5 pm 

5/3 Red Cross Blood Drive, Nasson 
Community Center, noon—5 pm 

5/4 Red Cross Blood Drive, Preble 
Lodge #143, 16 Elm St., noon—5 pm 

5/4 City Council meeting, 6 pm, online 

5/5 York County Job Fair, 9—11:30 am, 
online 

5/5 Planning Board, 6:30 pm, online 

5/6—5/8 The Show Must Go On, SHS 
Broadway Revue, SPAC, 7 pm 

5/7 York County Job Fair, 9—11:30 am, 
online 

5/9 Mother’s Day Breakfast, Sanford 
Elks Lodge, 8:30—noon 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 

SHS Schedule: Under public comments, Sanford High School sophomore John-Paul 
Alexandre spoke about scheduling at the school. He has been working with School 
Committee Student Representatives Isabella Farrington and Grace Davie on the issue. 
They gathered 250 signatures from students to support a possible return to a five-
block schedule, and have put together a survey to gather more feedback on the issue, 
but are still waiting for it to be approved. He advocated for the discussion to be started 
sooner rather than later. 

Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson replied he was concerned about the timing of 
the survey. He didn’t want students to get the impression that any changes would be 
made to scheduling in the next school year, because the Department has already     
committed to a new schedule with four regular blocks and a fifth “skinny block” twice a 
week. He said it would be hard to give feedback before that option has even been tried. 
“We want to make sure the feedback we get is helpful,” he said. 

Sanford Grad Wins Prestigious Scholarship: Mr. Nelson read an email he received 
from Sam Mercer, who graduated from SHS at age fifteen as Salutatorian of the Class of 
2019. He has recently been named a 2021 Goldwater Scholar, one of 410 in the United 
States and one of three from Maine. This scholarship is recognized as “the most       
prestigious undergraduate scholarship in the natural sciences, mathematics and      
engineering in America.” Mr. Mercer is pursuing a degree in Chemical Engineering at 
UNH. In his email, he thanked Mr. Nelson for the opportunities and support he received 
through the Sanford school system. 

Construction: Mr. Nelson gave an update on construction issues at the schools. The 
Department is moving forward with getting other contractors to finish up work that 
was never completed at SHS/SRTC. He also reported on a lawsuit by a subcontractor 
who believes they should be paid for extra work. That case will be going to arbitration. 
At Margaret Chase Smith School, the grass that was originally scheduled to be seeded 
this spring has been put off due to the drought and the need to use the outdoor space 
for social distancing. At Pride Elementary, work is continuing. The final paving of the 
parking areas is scheduled for mid-May. 

Performing Arts Center: Vice Chair Paula Cote reported on the latest news from the 
Sanford Performing Arts Center. The SHS Broadway revue, “The Show Must Go On,” 
will be happening May 6-8. Tickets are on sale now and can be purchased online at 
sanfordpac.org. The show will also be live streamed on WSSR-TV on May 8.  

News from Sanford Schools: Mr. Nelson presented the News from Sanford Schools. 
View his presentation at https://bit.ly/2S3Ikbp. 

In-Person Learning: An update on the return to more in-person learning was          
provided. Mr. Nelson said a challenge in going from two days a week to four has been 
stamina. He reminded the Committee of the Department’s goal to have all students 
back in school five days a week beginning in September. He is putting together an advi-
sory committee which will start meeting weekly. He will have more information for the 
Committee on those plans, as well as plans for summer school, at its workshop May 3. 

Immunization Law Takes Effect 9/1: Assistant Superintendent Steve Bussiere      
announced that the new immunization law, signed in 2019, will become effective     
September 1. This law eliminates philosophical and religious exemptions for school-
required immunizations. The only allowable exemptions will be for medical reasons, 
and for qualifying students with an IEP (Individualized Education Plan). He said the 
Maine Department of Education has clarified that students who are noncompliant with 
this law will not be allowed to do remote learning or participate in school activities. He 
said any questions could be directed to the nurses at each school. 

Driver Education: Nichole Ivey of Sanford Community Adult Education presented  
information about the new Driver Education program SCAE will be launching in      
partnership with Flanagan’s Driving School. She said after the program is launched on 
June 1, she will be looking at ways to grow it, perhaps with a commercial driver’s      
license class, or defensive driving classes for those with driving offenses. Committee 
members had suggestions for additional language to add to the Memorandum of      
Understanding (MOU) with Flanagan’s. It will be revised and brought back to the    
Committee for approval at the next meeting. 

School Committee 4/26 Meeting Highlights 
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New Projects Approved 

Sanford’s Planning Board and Site Plan Review Committee are 
keeping busy this spring approving many new projects. 

Airport Plaza Storage Expansion 

At its meeting on April 20, the Site Plan Review Committee      
approved plans for the expansion of the Airport Plaza storage 
facility located at 1725 Main St. The owner, Patco Construction, 
plans to build a new 4,600 sq. ft. storage building on the         
property. The gravel parking area which serves the Plaza will be 
paved and the property will be fenced. An adjacent commercial 
building, located at 84 Airport Rd., will be expanded and          
converted to storage units as well. 

The two properties surround the Tripp Cemetery. Code           
Enforcement Officer Jamie Cole reminded the applicant that the 
contractors need to give extra attention to this area, to avoid 
encroaching on the 25’ buffer around the cemetery. Planning 
Director Beth Della Valle strongly recommended the applicant 
make an effort to improve the cemetery in some way if possible. 

Middle School Bike Path 

The Site Plan Review Committee also approved construction of a 
10-foot wide bike path at Sanford Middle School, to address  
safety issues for kids who walk and bike to school from River St. 
The path was proposed by the Trails Committee. A new section 
of paving will begin the path from Spartan Drive, a crosswalk will 
be painted and new ADA warning pads will be installed. 40    
parking spaces on the east side of the school will be repurposed 
to become part of the new path. A lengthy section of new paved 
pathway will be added going around to the front of the building, 
and will connect with the crosswalk closest to the traffic circle. 

Lowd Environmental Reserve Trail 

There will be improvements made to the trail at the Lowd       
Environmental Reserve after the Planning Board gave the go-
ahead at its meeting on April 21. 

Kevin McKeon of Mousam Way Land Trust, which owns the    
reserve, explained that the improvements are needed to protect 
the water quality of a stream, and make access easier for the 
public. The Land Trust will add stone and gravel to the trail on 
both sides of the stream, and add two footbridges and a board-
walk. A parking area for up to 8 cars was previously approved. 

No motorized vehicles are allowed on the trail. A gate at the   
entrance will also be added. The reserve is located just south of 
Brookwood Ave. on Oak St. in Springvale. 

Public notice 

18 WINTER STREET 
NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING HEARING 

 
On May 18, 2021 at 6:00 PM in City Hall, 919 Main Street, the 
City of Sanford, Maine, City Council will hold a remote hearing 
to determine whether 18 Winter St, identified as Tax Map K28, 
Lot 67, and further described in a Deed recorded in the York 
County Registry of Deeds, Book 17371, Page 287 and Mortgages 
recorded at Book 14314, Page 300 and Book 14314, Page 326, is 
a dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17 
MRSA §§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy is 
appropriate.  
 
This hearing is an opportunity for the owner or parties in        
interest to present evidence as to why 18 Winter St is not a 
dangerous building or a nuisance and to oppose any corrective 
action ordered by the City Council.  Failure to attend may result 
in the waiver of certain rights with regard to this property. 

Public notice 

28 EMERY STREET 
NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING HEARING 

 
On May 18, 2021 at 6:00 PM in City Hall, 919 Main Street, the 
City of Sanford, Maine, City Council will hold a remote hearing 
to determine whether 28 Emery St, identified as Tax Map J31, 
Lot 3 and further described in a Deed recorded in the York 
County Registry of Deeds at Book 16947, Page 790 and       
Mortgage recorded at Book 17221, Page 963, is a dangerous 
building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17 MRSA §§ 2851-
2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy is appropriate.  
 
This hearing is an opportunity for the owner or parties in           
interest to present evidence as to why 28 Emery St is not a  
dangerous building or a nuisance and to oppose any corrective 
action ordered by the City Council.  Failure to attend may result 
in the waiver of certain rights with regard to this property. 

Public notice 

37 MONTREAL STREET 
NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING HEARING 

 
On May 18, 2021 at 6:00 PM in City Hall, 919 Main Street, the 
City of Sanford, Maine, City Council will hold a remote hearing 
to determine whether 37 Montreal St, identified as Tax Map 
H27, Lot 10 and further described in a Deed recorded in the 
York County Registry of Deeds at Book 17702, Page 50, is a  
dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17 
MRSA §§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy is 
appropriate.  
 
This hearing is an opportunity for the owner or parties in      
interest to present evidence as to why 37 Montreal St is not a 
dangerous building or a nuisance and to oppose any corrective 
action ordered by the City Council.  Failure to attend may result 
in the waiver of certain rights with regard to this property. 

 Sanford Farmers Market Opens May 1 

The following vendors will be there in Central Park:  

Vegetables and vegetable starts: Two Toad Farm, Rivard Farm, 
Bella's Greens, East Coast Aquaponics.  

Flowering plants: Chill Hill Farm and Forest, Blossom Hill Farm.  

Bakery: Two Wrongs Make a Right, EAT.  

Mushrooms: Fruit of the Forest.  

Herbs and salves: Big Tree Herb Farm.  

Beef and Pork: Sanborn Hope Farm 

The Farmers’ Market is open from 8:00 a.m. to noon. Cash, credit 
cards and EBT are accepted. 
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NHS Inductees 

Laila Adawadkar 

Camille Alipalo 

Andrew Auger 

Lindsay Brown 

Sophia Corliss 

Conner Curcio 

Grace Davie 

Isabella Farrington 

Mackayla Giles 

Elaina Hanselmann 

Ella Hoenig 

Amaya Ireland 

Charity Junkins 

William Kiley 

Dawson Knapp 

Emma LeConte 

Madison Littlefield 

Alison Machinski 

Olivia Martin 

Makayla O’Brien 

Yash Patel 

Lydia Pease 

Celia Perks 

Patrick Powell 

Daylin Soule 

Lucille Utgard 

Joshua Werner 

Taylor Whitten 

Aislynn Worden 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The Sanford City Council will hold a public      

hearing on May 4, 2021 pursuant to City Code 

Chapter 96, §4, on a proposed cable television   

franchise agreement between the City of Sanford 

and Comcast of Maine/New Hampshire, Inc. 

 

See www.sanfordmaine.org/notices to view the  

proposed agreement and to submit comments. 

 

The hearing will be held via remote video and     

teleconference pursuant to 1 MRSA §403-A.        

Instructions for joining the meeting will be posted 

April 30th on the City's website at 

www.sanfordmaine.org/meetings. 

 

The meeting will be broadcast on cable channel     

26 and archived at                                            

https://townhallstreams.com/towns/sanfordme. 

Ice Patrol, a full-length feature, a family struggling to keep their 
home take in a woman on the run who has recently come into a 
large sum of money under mysterious circumstances. 

Watch the Festival at youtube.com/c/WSSRTV. 

Film Festival...continued from page 1 

Congratulations to the Sanford High School/SRTC students who 
were inducted into the National Honor Society during a            
ceremony at the Sanford Performing Arts Center on April 28. A 
video of the entire ceremony can be viewed on WSSR-TVs 
YouTube channel at youtube.com/c/wssrtv. 

Summer Camp Registration Open 

Sanford Parks & Recreation will have a variety of summer camp 
options this year for kids age 3-13. 

Summer Wee Ones Morning Camp at Benton Park is for ages 3
-6 and will be split into two groups—one group to attend     
Monday and Wednesday and the other group Tuesday and 
Thursday. Both groups will have Friday field trips. Cost is just $5 
for the entire summer PLUS the cost of the Friday field trips ($5-
$10 per week). 

The Summer Playground Program is for kids age 6-13. This 
camp will be five days a week, outdoors at Springvale             
Playground, except Tuesdays which will be at the Springvale Rec 
Area. Campers can attend mornings ($90 for the entire summer) 
or afternoons($95 for the summer), or both.  Lunch will be    
provided by the Sanford School Nutrition Program for those 
who want it. 

Summer Day Camp is an indoor/outdoor camp that will use 
Sanford school facilities. Kids in grades K-3 will be at Carl J. 
Lamb School. Boys entering 4th grade through age 13 will be at 
the Sanford High School Gym. Girls entering 4th grade through 
age 13 will be at Veterans’ Memorial Gym. The cost is $450 for 
the entire summer, with a $25 discount if paid in full by June 18. 

All camps will start June 21 and run through August 6. There 
will be no camp on July 5. 

For more information on all the great activities planned, and 
links to register, go to sanfordrec.com. 

https://www.sanfordmaine.org/notices
https://www.sanfordmaine.org/meetings
https://townhallstreams.com/towns/sanfordme
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 Arrests & Summonses 
On Friday, April 16, Sanford Police officers responding to a    
larceny/forgery/fraud call summonsed a 19-year-old Sanford 
resident on charges of theft by unauthorized taking or transfer, 
and theft by receiving stolen property. The Department also 
responded to eight motor vehicle accidents that day. 

The Police Log for Saturday, April 17 was not available. 

On Sunday, a 34-year-old Sanford resident was summonsed for 
assault after a disturbance call on Main St. An 18-year-old       
resident of Rochester, NH, was summonsed that evening on four 
charges of unlawful possession of a scheduled drug, and      
speeding 30+ miles an hour over the limit near the Wells line. 

Two juveniles, aged 15 and 16, were summonsed for assault and 
criminal trespass on Monday, April 19. The call was to a Harding 
St. address. 

April 20, a disturbance call to Butler St. in Sanford resulted in a 
summons to a 42-year-old Sanford resident for operating     
without a license. 

Wednesday, April 21, Sanford officers serving a warrant on Main 
St., took a 31-year-old Sanford resident into custody. 

Thursday, April 22, a report of a past burglary led to a 44-year-
old Sanford resident being summonsed on charges of burglary, 
theft by unauthorized taking or transfer, and criminal mischief. 

In other Sanford Police news, Kyle C. Blay, age 31,  of West   
Newfield, Maine, was arrested Wednesday, April 28, on a charge 
of theft by unauthorized taking, a class C crime. After Sanford 
Detectives investigated information received from reports of  
catalytic convertor thefts within the City of Sanford, and          
corroborated those reports with information provided from 
Wells Police Dept., an arrest warrant was issued. Blay is         
currently being held at the York County Jail. Blay’s bail for the 
warrant is set at $10,000. Additional charges are expected. 

Real Estate Transactions 

3/31, 232 Mount Hope Rd., 6 room Colonial, 3 bed/1 bath, barn, 
28 acres, field & forest, fruit trees, $289,900 

3/31, 21 Bateman St., New construction: 6 room Ranch, 4 
bed/2.5 bath, finished walkout basement, $289,000 

4/2, 40 Spruce St., 7 room New Englander, 3 bed/2 bath, garage, 
hardwood floors, updated, $200,000 

4/6, 4 Tebbetts Ave., Duplex, each 1 bed w/separate laundry, 
sun porch, big grassy yard, $220,000 

4/7, 105 School St., 4 room Bungalow, 2 bed/1 bath, sunroom, 
many updates, move in ready, $152,000 

4/8, 14 Goodwin St., Springvale, Duplex, each 5 rooms/2 bed/1 
bath, 1 unit remodeled, garage, large yard, $216,000 

4/8, 92 River St., 7 room Foursquare, 3 bed/2 bath, deck w/
views of #1 Pond, many updates, $269,900 

4/8, 19 Goodwin St., Springvale, 3 Family w/1, 2 and 3 bed 
units, well maintained, updated heating system, excellent rental 
history, $250,000  

4/9, 5 Bowdoin St., 2 Family, 3 bed & 2 bed, 2 car garage, fenced 
yard, natural gas heat, updated, $270,000 

4/9, 45 Glen St., 7 room Gambrel, 3 bed/1 bath, garage, 
screened porch, dining room, $191,700 

4/12, 26 Malden Ave., 5 room Split Entry, 2 bed/1 bath, many 
possibilities for lower level, newer roof, $224,000 

4/13, 24 Sherburne St., 4 room New Englander, 1 bed/1 bath, 
front to back living room, some updates, $140,000 

4/14, Lot 5, Orioles Way, New 6 room Ranch, 3 bed/2 bath, 

open concept, vaulted ceiling, 2 car garage, $324,450 

4/16, Lot 10, Orioles Way, New 6 room Ranch, 3 bed/2.5 bath, 

open concept, .51 acre, 2 car garage, $333,525 
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The Goodall Library has announced next month’s free STEM kit 
- Make Your Own Catapult! Kits come with everything you need 
to build, plus a small, squishy animal to launch when it’s done.  
Recommended for ages 5-12. Kits will be available for pickup at 
the Library May 3-8 while supplies last. 

If you’re downtown and feeling like an ice cream cone, Sammy’s 
Scoops is now open for the season. Hours are Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday 1:00-8:00 p.m., and Monday-Thursday 2:00 to 8:00. 

On Thursday, April 22, to celebrate Earth Day, volunteers from 
the Sanford-Springvale Rotary Club, Great Bay Services, the  
Sanford Police and Fire Departments, Sanford Housing           
Authority and Southern Maine Health Care worked to clean up 
trash along Route 109 in South Sanford near Walmart and the 
Airport. Though it was a cold and windy morning, 17 volunteers 
picked up thirty bags of trash and other debris from the road-
side, making Sanford cleaner and safer for everyone to enjoy. 

Pleasant St. Free Baptist Church has moved its worship time 
on Sundays to 10:00 a.m. You can join them in person or watch 
the service streamed live on Facebook. 

Advance registration is no longer required to attend Mass at 
Holy Family Church. You will need to sign in and provide a 
telephone number when you arrive.  

The list of 10 Congressional earmarks requested by US Rep. 
Chellie Pingree includes $325,000 for the York County Shelter 
Programs to purchase and renovate a Sanford property to 
house a multifaceted resource center for homeless people and 

other vulnerable residents. Each member of the House of Repre-
sentatives was allowed to request ten projects to be considered 
for federal funding. Only a fraction of the requests will be grant-
ed. Unfortunately, the Carpentier Park upgrades we wrote about 
last week, which were being considered, didn't make the cut.  

Welcome to #vaccinationland! Dr. Nirav Shah stopped by the 
Sanford Vaccination Center on April 24. He is pictured below 
with some of the vaccinators – RNs from Southern Maine Health 
Care and York County paramedics – who were on duty that day.  

News Notes 
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Fire Department News 

The Sanford Fire Department took delivery of a new Pierce fire  
engine this week to replace Engine 3. See photo below. 

The Fire Station Feasibility Working Group, which is comprised 
of City Councilors, Fire Department personnel, the Code                 
Enforcement Officer and several community members, has            
released a survey to gather information and assess the level of 
community support for investing in new facilities for the           
Department. Answering this survey will help guide the              
Working Group and allow them to share information with you. 

At this time, the survey is only available online at: 

https://forms.gle/ubjpYjQZWr6fpGp69 
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