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If a funding request by the 
City of Sanford is               
successful, there will be 
some great improvements 
coming to Carpentier Park. 

Lee Burnett, who works as 
a grant writer for the City, 
described the project at the 
City Council’s April 20 
meeting. He said the city 
was contacted by aides to 
Representative Chellie 
Pingree, who said that now 
that federal earmarks have 
been revived, there is an 
opportunity for funding of community projects. 

Former Parks & Recreation Director Alan Grady had already begun a process of planning for  
improvements at Carpentier Park before he resigned last year. The park is the only one on the 
east side, in the most densely populated area of Sanford. An advisory committee was put together 
and a landscape architect hired to draw up plans. 

The plans for the park’s redevelopment include a large splash pad to replace the defunct wading 
pool. A splash pad is an area fitted with a safe, non-slip surface and various nozzles and features 
that can shower, spray, rain, mist, and shoot streams of water to create an interactive and fun 
place to play and cool off. It is designed to be low maintenance and doesn’t require a life guard. 
The park will also have paving all around the building and a plaza in front. The adjacent gravel 
parking area will be paved as well, to provide better handicapped access. The High Street side 
will be fenced to give parents more peace of mind. New        
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Covid Update 
Sanford had 54 new cases of 
Covid-19, and Springvale had 
6, in the 7-day period ending 
April 18. This brings the    
cumulative total of cases in 
our community to 1,580. 

Sanford/Springvale still leads 
the state of Maine in the     
number of cases of the virus 
per thousand residents, with a 
combined total of 75.          
Mechanic Falls and South  
Paris, both in Oxford County, 
are tied for second place with 
72 cases per thousand         
residents each. 

The number of new cases  
continues to rise each week in 
York County as a whole as 
well. There were 1,017 new 
cases in York County in the 2-
week period ending April 18. 

City Manager Steven Buck told 
the City Council on Tuesday 
the decision to put a hold on 
the Johnson & Johnson       
vaccine resulted in cancella-
tion of vaccination clinics 
around York County. There 
will be an emergency meeting 
at the federal level on Friday 
to review that decision.  

Carpentier Park Revitalization Planned 

Officer Eric Small Commended 

Sanford’s Community Outreach Officer Eric Small received a letter of commendation this week 
for his work with Sanford residents experiencing homelessness and substance use disorder. 

Police Chief Tom Connolly read the letter at the April 20 City Council meeting. In it he praised 
Officer Small’s dedication, commitment and effort as the Community Outreach Officer for the 
Sanford Police Department. “Since the start of this assignment two years ago, you have strived to 
build a relationship with people who have been marginalized and ignored...You have tirelessly 
pursued avenues to improve individual lives by: visiting encampments of displaced people; 
providing immediate assistance and transportation to link people with resources; building     
partnerships and relationships between government and nongovernmental agencies, businesses 
and community organizations; and establishing an infrastructure of support. Your efforts in    
conjunction with the efforts of numerous other community leaders and citizens have resulted in 
providing the very basic of life’s necessities to people in need. You have conducted yourself in an 
exemplary manner and brought great credit upon yourself, the Sanford Police Department and 
the City of Sanford. Thank you for all that you do.” The Certificate of Excellence read “Your efforts 
exemplify the depth of your kindness and the scope of your humanity.” 

Officer Small thanked the Chief and Council for their support and 

Left: the overall plan for Carpentier Park. Right: a closer look at the play area. 

Continued on page 7 
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Community Calendar 

4/24 Drive-Thru Bean Supper,       
Crossroads Methodist Church, 5-6 pm 

4/26 Red Cross Blood Drive, North   
Parish Church, 893 Main St., noon — 6 
pm 

4/26 School Committee Meeting, 6 pm 

4/27 SAT Testing for SHS Juniors 

4/28 Land Bank Authority, 8:45 am 

4/28 Board of Appeals, 6 pm 

5/1 Sanford Farmers’ Market Opening 
Day, Central Park, 920 Main St., 8 am to 
noon 

5/2 Babe Ruth Tryouts, Goodall Park,    
2 – 5 pm 
 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 

The final 2021-2022 municipal budget is on hold for now, awaiting more information 
out of Augusta before the City Council will vote to approve or amend it. 

On April 8, City Manager Steven Buck presented the proposed municipal budget and 
his recommended amendments to the Budget Committee. The proposed budget       
includes $30,535,165 in municipal appropriations and $3,922,668 in capital reserve 
funding, offset by $15,118,696 in municipal revenue. The balance of $19,339,137 is to 
be raised by taxation. This bottom line represents an increase of $1,338,869 over the 
current year’s budget. 

Mr. Buck explained to the Committee that the items from the voter-approved 2019 
referendum – debt service on the road bond, street light LED conversion, and increases 
to the Parks/Recreation and road construction capital improvement programs – 
amount to $1,392,378. When those items are deducted, the amount of net taxation is 
actually a decrease of $53,509 from the current year’s budget. 

Mr. Buck then went over his recommended amendments to the appropriations side of 
the budget: 

 Adding 2 Firefighter/EMS positions, which the City Council agreed to several years 
ago but have been repeatedly put off 

 Adding 2 Dispatcher positions, which were requested to enable the Dispatch     
center to reduce overtime and retain employees 

 Reinstating the part-time Grant Writer position which had been cut from the  
budget in a previous draft 

 An additional $50,000 to cover increases in fuel costs since the first draft 

 Cutting the $13,500 the City pays to help fund the Chamber of Commerce, and  
adding $603 for a Chamber membership instead 

 Cutting $6,000 for the Literacy Volunteers, at their request 

 Cutting $100,000 from the Airport Capital Improvements Plan, as this money will 
be coming from federal funds instead 

 Sanford’s share of the York County tax bill is expected to decrease by $2,014 

These adjustments would add $339,467 to the budget. However, Mr. Buck expects that 
additional funds from increased municipal revenue sharing, federal reimbursement for 
the vaccine clinics, and the American Rescue Plan, will more than cover it. The State 
budget recently passed by the legislature and 

Final Municipal Budget on Hold 

Continued on page 6  
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News Notes 

The GoFundMe fundraiser to pay medical expenses for Ory, 
one of the Willard School’s service dogs, has been a great        
success, with over $26,000 raised to date. The goal was $20,000. 
Ory has hip dysplasia and torn ACLs in both knees. Her owner 
plans to donate leftover funds to Project Chance, where she got 
Ory. 

Get your tickets now for The Show Must Go On, a Broadway 
musical revue presented by the Sanford High School Theater 
Club, live and in person, at the Sanford Performing Arts Center 
May 6-8. Go to sanfordpac.org to purchase your tickets 

The Sanford Mainers’ schedule has been finalized, and Opening 
Day will be Friday, June 4 at home against the Winnipesaukee 
Muskrats. In 2021, the NECBL will play an exclusively divisional 
schedule, with the Mainers only facing their Northern Division 
rivals Keene, North Adams, North Shore, Upper Valley, Vermont 
and Winnipesaukee. All 2021 Sanford Mainers home games will 
be played at Goodall Park with games beginning at 6:30 p.m., 
except for 4:30 p.m. starts on Sunday. They are still in need of 
host families for the summer. For information regarding the 
schedule, tickets, the team, becoming a host family, and more, 
please visit sanfordmainers.com. 

Southern Maine Health Care has welcomed Rebecca Eisenberg, 
MD to MaineHealth’s Cancer Care office in Sanford. Dr. Eisenberg 
is board certified in hematology, medical oncology and internal 
medicine. She was fellow at Tufts-NEMC, Boston, and a resident 
at the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center, Denver, CO. 
Dr. Eisenberg completed at her medical degree at New York    
University School of Medicine, New York, NY. 

Public notice 

18 WINTER STREET 
NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING HEARING 

 
On May 18, 2021 at 6:00 PM in City Hall, 919 Main Street, the 
City of Sanford, Maine, City Council will hold a remote hearing 
to determine whether 18 Winter St, identified as Tax Map K28, 
Lot 67, and further described in a Deed recorded in the York 
County Registry of Deeds, Book 17371, Page 287 and Mortgages 
recorded at Book 14314, Page 300 and Book 14314, Page 326, is 
a dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17 
MRSA §§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy is 
appropriate.  
 
This hearing is an opportunity for the owner or parties in        
interest to present evidence as to why 18 Winter St is not a 
dangerous building or a nuisance and to oppose any corrective 
action ordered by the City Council.  Failure to attend may result 
in the waiver of certain rights with regard to this property. 

Public notice 

28 EMERY STREET 
NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING HEARING 

 
On May 18, 2021 at 6:00 PM in City Hall, 919 Main Street, the 
City of Sanford, Maine, City Council will hold a remote hearing 
to determine whether 28 Emery St, identified as Tax Map J31, 
Lot 3 and further described in a Deed recorded in the York 
County Registry of Deeds at Book 16947, Page 790 and       
Mortgage recorded at Book 17221, Page 963, is a dangerous 
building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17 MRSA §§ 2851-
2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy is appropriate.  
 
This hearing is an opportunity for the owner or parties in           
interest to present evidence as to why 28 Emery St is not a  
dangerous building or a nuisance and to oppose any corrective 
action ordered by the City Council.  Failure to attend may result 
in the waiver of certain rights with regard to this property. 

Public notice 

37 MONTREAL STREET 
NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING HEARING 

 
On May 18, 2021 at 6:00 PM in City Hall, 919 Main Street, the 
City of Sanford, Maine, City Council will hold a remote hearing 
to determine whether 37 Montreal St, identified as Tax Map 
H27, Lot 10 and further described in a Deed recorded in the 
York County Registry of Deeds at Book 17702, Page 50, is a  
dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17 
MRSA §§ 2851-2859, and to determine what, if any, remedy is 
appropriate.  
 
This hearing is an opportunity for the owner or parties in      
interest to present evidence as to why 37 Montreal St is not a 
dangerous building or a nuisance and to oppose any corrective 
action ordered by the City Council.  Failure to attend may result 
in the waiver of certain rights with regard to this property. 
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City Council 4/20 Meeting Highlights 
In his report, City Manager Steven Buck  announced the public 
hearing on the new Comcast cable TV franchise is scheduled for 
May 4. Contract negotiations have already begun, with the 
French channel being one major element under discussion. 

Lee Burnett, a board member of Three Rivers Land Trust (3RLT), 
and Cheri Brunault, the organization’s Executive Director, gave a 
presentation on the proposed Sanford Community Forest. The 
550-acre tract of land in Springvale has many possibilities for 
recreation, education and conservation. 3RLT is in the process of 
fundraising to purchase the property. They have already raised 
$635,000 of the $800,000 goal, and have until the end of the this 
year to raise the rest. Visit 3rlt.org to learn more. 

Jim Nimon, Director of the Sanford Regional Economic Growth 
Council, gave his quarterly report. He said Winn Company is   
continuing to do due diligence on the Stenton Trust Building. If 
everything goes as planned the deal should be complete by the 
end of the year.  

Three agenda items concerned the Sanford Seacoast Regional 
Airport: 

 A public hearing was held on a proposed credit                   
enhancement agreement between the City of Sanford and 
Sanford LFB, LLC., relating to the development of parcels of 
land at the Airport by Hangar W56. Airport Director Allison 
Navia provided details on the concept for development. Mr. 
Nimon said the agreement sets a strong foundation for    
future economic growth in this section of the Airport.    

Councilor Stackpole pointed out that the information had 
been presented and discussed by the Council in executive 
session. “I don’t want the public to think we are just           
accepting this without any consideration or debate.” The 
agreement was approved. 

 The Council voted to accept a bid from the Sargent Corp. for 
reconstruction of Taxiway C at the Airport. The vast         
majority of funding for the $1.6 million project will come 
from a combination of FAA and MDOT grants. Sanford’s 
share of the project is estimated to be $72,655, or 3.6%. 

 The Council voted to accept $23,000 in Coronavirus Relief 
Funds for the Airport, to be used for approved operating 
expenses and capital expenditures. 

The Council voted to approve the purchase of a Bobcat Skidsteer, 
with several useful attachments, to replace an older skidsteer in 
the Public Works Department’s fleet. PWD Director Matt Hill said 
the attachments, which include a post hole augur, log grapples 
and a stump grinder, give the Department more capability, at a 
fraction of the cost of a larger piece of machinery. The cost with 
trade-in is $48,281.74. The money will come from a capital     
reserve account which is funded by the sale of DPW equipment. 

The Council voted to clarify the sidewalk materials to be used on 
Kimball and Twombley Streets in the Westside Village             
Reconstruction Project happening this year. Concrete will be 
used from Main to Shaw Street, with asphalt to be used for the 
remainder of the length. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The Sanford City Council will hold a public      

hearing on May 4, 2021 pursuant to City Code 

Chapter 96, §4, on a proposed cable television   

franchise agreement between the City of Sanford 

and Comcast of Maine/New Hampshire, Inc. 

 

See www.sanfordmaine.org/notices to view the  

proposed agreement and to submit comments. 

 

The hearing will be held via remote video and     

teleconference pursuant to 1 MRSA §403-A.        

Instructions for joining the meeting will be posted 

April 30th on the City's website at 

www.sanfordmaine.org/meetings. 

 

The meeting will be broadcast on cable channel     

26 and archived at                                            

https://townhallstreams.com/towns/sanfordme. 

Continued on next page 

https://www.sanfordmaine.org/notices
https://www.sanfordmaine.org/meetings
https://townhallstreams.com/towns/sanfordme
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The Council voted to accept the low bid of $7,975 for demolition 
and removal of the two-family house at 12 Proulx Court in 
Springvale, which was declared a dangerous building in 2019. 
Guillemette Bros. will do the work. The disposal of the            
demolition material is a separate cost by weight. The project is 
funded through the Land Bank Revolving Fund. Once the lot is 
cleared, it will be sold and proceeds put back into the Fund. 

The Council approved the lease of a 2022 pumper for the Fire 
Department. The funds are in the current year’s Capital Improve-
ments Plan. The seven-year lease will be paid in advance, which 
gives a savings of over $22,758 off the total cost of $643,919. At 
the end of the lease the City can choose to purchase the pumper, 
or return it and lease a new one. Fire Chief Steve Benotti         
explained that the equipment generally starts to need expensive 
maintenance beginning in year eight, so leasing the trucks avoids 
these costs and keeps the fleet in better condition. 

The Council voted to approve awarding a contract to do mineral 
extraction (gravel pit) inspections. The inspections will be paid 
for by the operators of the pits. The contracting out of these   
inspections to a third party, to be done on an annual basis, is 
expected to catch problems related to over-excavation before 
they become serious. Inspections were previously done by City 
engineers as part of the five-year permit reapproval process for 
the pits. Dave Parent, Superintendent of the Sanford Water     
District, said the new process will make the City more business-
friendly. The Council amended the original motion to add that a 
task force will be appointed to work on amending the mineral 
extraction ordinance as a whole. 

Mayor Mastraccio read a joint statement of full and final resolu-
tion of the recent legal action taken by Councilor Lanigan against 
the City. Councilor Lanigan agreed to dismiss his lawsuit and he 
was reappointed to his Subcommittee assignments. The        
Council’s Code of Conduct and Rules and Order of Business will 

be reviewed for possible revision. The statement concluded, 
“The parties remain committed to working together in a produc-
tive manner, and putting the interests of their constituents first.” 

Toward the end of the four-hour meeting, Councilor Jonathan 
Martell asked for a future agenda item for the Council to consider 
placing time limits on presentations or discussions at Council 
meetings. 

Arrests & Summonses 
On Thursday, April 8, Sanford Police made three arrests. A 20-
year-old Main St. resident was taken into custody on a warrant 
after a violation of protective order call. A 49-year-old resident 
of Old Orchard Beach was also arrested on a warrant after a 
disturbance call to Weeman St. in Springvale. A motor vehicle 
stop in Springvale resulted in a 61-year old Witham St. resident 
being charged with operating after habitual offender revocation, 
violating condition of release, and failing to stop for an officer. 

Saturday, April 10, a 26-year-old resident of Center Ossipee, NH, 
was arrested on a warrant after a domestic disturbance call to 
Gerrish Dr.  The following day, a 31-year-old Bennett St.         
resident was summonsed for operating without a license after a 
motor vehicle accident on Beaver Hill Rd. in Springvale. 

Tuesday the 13th, a domestic disturbance resulted in the arrest 
of a 32-year-old Gerrish Dr. resident. Sanford Police also assist-
ed another agency to a Main St. address and an arrest was made.  

A disturbance call on Wednesday evening led to a 29-year-old 
Bodwell St. resident being summonsed for assault. Immediately 
after that call, an accident at the intersection of High and River 
Sts. resulted in a 63-year-old Shapleigh resident being arrested 
on charges of OUI and violating condition of release. 

Thursday, April 15, a report of a past assault led to the summons 
of a 30-year-old High St. resident. A motor vehicle complaint on 
Main St. in Springvale resulted in the arrest of a 31-year-old 
Acton resident for operating under the influence. 

City Council...continued from previous page 
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signed by the Governor includes municipal revenue sharing at 
3.75%. The legislature’s Taxation Committee, however, is      
recommending that it be increased to 5% in a supplemental  
budget, and the Revenue Forecasting  Committee has used this 
figure on their website. “It would be political suicide to do this 
unless they were confident of  passage,” he said. Sanford’s     
portion of that increase would be more than half a million     
dollars. He is also estimating over $600,000 in additional       
revenues will come to Sanford from the ARP. 

With this additional revenue, he also requested the Budget  
Committee not use $850,00 from the Undesignated Fund        
Balance that the proposed budget calls for. If his projections are 
accurate, this would cover all of the recommended adjustments, 
and reduce the budget by $350,248, putting the final net          
taxation figure at $988,621. 

The increase in property values this year complicates the      
budget discussion even further. The total increase in property 
values is estimated at $114 million at this time. While this     
lowers the mill rate significantly, it’s not good news for single 
family homeowners, whose properties have increased more in 
value in the past year than any other category. Under the       
proposed budget, a single-family home valued at $200,000 to 
$225,000, with a homestead exemption, would pay an             
additional $372.95 in taxes. However, if the revenue projections 
are accurate, the budget with all the amendments would mean a 
$216.46 increase instead. 

Mr. Buck added that the legislature is also considering funding 
the Homestead Exemption at 100%, instead of the current 70%, 

which would mean an additional $600,000 for Sanford, but he 
didn’t include that in his numbers as it is less certain of passage. 

Budget Committee members were not comfortable approving 
any of the proposed amendments with the revenue figures still 
uncertain. Most members were in support of adding the         
firefighter, dispatcher and grant writer positions back into the 
budget if the projections prove accurate. They voted              
unanimously (with one member absent) to send the basic    
budget forward to the City Council for approval, and let the 
Council make the amendments if the municipal revenue sharing 
is increased to the 5% level. 

The City Council heard Mr. Buck’s presentation at its April 20 
meeting. They discussed it briefly before tabling the budget. 
They will likely revisit it at their May 18 meeting. 

National Prescription Drug Take Back Day 
 

This Saturday, April 24, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., bring your 
unused prescription drugs to the Sanford Police Station or the 

York County Sheriff’s Department. 

Clean out your medicine cabinet and keep your family safe! 

Budget...continued from page 2 
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plantings will improve the shady area of the park. 

Mr. Burnett said the funding request also includes improvements 
for Benton and Holdsworth Parks. The city is requesting 
$645,000, and will be required to match it with $180,000, which 
was previously set aside in the 2021 Capital Improvements Plan. 

He stressed that it is a competitive process, and to that end, 
asked the Council to approve a second submission for funding, to 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, as a backup plan if the 
earmark is not approved. The LWCF requires an equal match of 
funds, so the project would include Carpentier Park only. It 
would also mean the improvements would likely be done over 
the course of a few years, rather than all at once. The Council 
voted unanimously to approve both submissions. 

confidence in him. “I would have had little chance for success if it 
wasn’t for a lot of people.” He singled out former Mayor Tom 
Cote and former Deputy Mayor Joe Hanslip, who he said were 
instrumental in establishing the Community Outreach position in 
2019. He also mentioned the dedicated crew of city employees, 
including Public Works Department and first responders, who 
have assisted him on numerous occasions. Diane Gerry and her 
staff at the Sanford Housing Authority, the York County Shelter 
Program and in particular the mobile food pantry run by YCSP 
volunteers every Tuesday and Thursday were also mentioned, as 
well as Ellen Fecteau at the North Parish Congregational Church. 
“Many other people make this happen. I think I should accept 
this on behalf of all the people that have been here for the city. I 
couldn’t be more proud of the City of Sanford, and there’s still a 
lot of work to do,” he said. 

Carpentier Park...continued from page 1 

Officer Small...continued from page 1 

Virtual Job Fairs to Begin April 28 
The Tenth Annual York County Job Fair will be run a little 
differently this year than it has been in the past. Due to the 
pandemic, the Job Fair will be held online via Zoom webinar 
and will actually be three separate events. The first Job Fair 
will be held Wednesday, April 28, from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. It 
will focus on the Hospitality sector, and will feature employ-
ers from the hotel, restaurant and recreation industries. 

During the webinar, each employer will have 8 minutes to 
highlight their company and their job opportunities.    
Presentations may include videos or PowerPoint slides. Job 
seekers can ask questions using the Zoom chat function. 

This is a great opportunity for those seeking employment to 
become part of the Maine tourist industry’s post-pandemic 
rebound. Employers are motivated and looking to get their 
teams in place before the season kicks off. Some positions 
may be seasonal and others may be year-round. 

Employers can register to be part of this event through April 
26. Go to sanfordchamber.org to register your company. 

Job seekers must also register in advance, through April 27. 
When registering, you can elect to have your contact info 
shared directly with employers. To find the sign up link, go 
to mainecareercenter.com and click on “Hiring Events.” 

The second and third Job Fairs are scheduled for May 5 and 
May 7, and will feature employers from all sectors. 

The Job Fairs are co-sponsored by the Sanford-Springvale 
Chamber of Commerce and the York County Career Center. 
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