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At the Design Review Committee  
meeting on April 14, three existing 
downtown restaurants, and one new 
one, presented plans for changes to  
the exterior of their properties. 

Welcome Home Diner 

Downtown Sanford will have a new 
restaurant soon, when Welcome 
Home Diner opens in the former Jer-
ry’s Diner building, most recently 
home to the One Love Jamaican res-
taurant. The green and yellow exteri-
or color scheme will be repainted 
garnet, to blend with the brick front, with blue trim. The lattice fence will be replaced with a tall-
er, solid fence, to better shield outdoor customers from traffic fumes and noise. The fence at the 
left side of the building will be replaced. Owner Michael Grener plans to start by offering break-
fast and lunch, with a dinner menu to be added at a later date. 

Third Alarm Diner 

Third Alarm Diner will have their outdoor seating area again this year, and it will be even nicer 
than it was last summer. Owner Wendy Fawcett will add more planters with a rope fence to 
screen the area. The jersey barriers and lattice will be painted to coordinate with the building’s 
colors. She said she has received many questions from customers anxious for the outdoor seating 
area to open. Ms. Fawcett’s husband Shane is in the process of purchasing the brick building next 
door, so look for some improvements there in the future. 

McDonald’s 

The most ambitious project outlined 
was McDonald’s plan to reconstruct 
their drive-through as a double lane. 
The ordering stations will be moved 
around to the east side of the building, 
which will enable traffic to stack up 
between the ordering stations and the 
pay and pickup windows, rather than 
lining up by the front door and out to 
the street. See the plan at right. About 
ten parking spaces will be eliminated, 
and a crosswalk will be added to make 
the parking lot safer for walk-in      cus-
tomers. The work will be scheduled 
once all permits are in place, and will 
take several weeks to complete. 

Dairy Queen 

Dairy Queen is adding a large walk-in 
freezer behind the building. It will be a free-standing unit, and there will be about a seven-foot 
gap between the freezer and the building. A piece of fencing will shield the gap and create a con-
tinuous line with the building. Owner Jim Doiron plans to cover the three visible sides of the 
freezer with a vinyl wrap featuring nostalgic Dairy Queen images. 

Your Maine Source for Information 

 

Covid Update 
There were 45 new cases of 
Covid-19 in Sanford this week, 
and 5 in Springvale, a total of 
50. This is 11 more than last 
week. The cumulative total of 
cases in Sanford/Springvale, 
as of April 11, is now 1,520.  

There were 884 new cases of 
Covid-19 in York County as a 
whole in the past two weeks, 
compared to 589 cases in the 
previous two week period. 

31.1% of Mainers are now 
fully vaccinated against the 
virus, and 40.22% have re-
ceived the first of two doses. 

Maine vaccine clinics paused 
distribution of the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine this week, 
after the US CDC began             
investigating an extremely 
rare blood clotting issue 
among women aged 18-48. 

The Portland Press Herald 
reported this week that you 
are twice as likely to be hit by 
lightning as to get a blood clot 
from the J&J vaccine. 

Changes Coming to Downtown Restaurants 
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Community Calendar 

4/17 Rolling Thunder Drive-Thru     
Buffet @ VFW, 4:30-6 pm 

4/18 Springvale Library Auction    
Fundraiser Ends 

4/19 Patriot’s Day—City Hall and     
Libraries closed. Trash pickup as usual. 

4/19 School Vacation week begins 

4/20 Transfer station closed 

4/20 Site Plan Review Committee, 9 am 

4/20 City Council Meeting, 6 pm 

4/21 Planning Board Meeting, 6:30 pm 

4/24 Drive-Thru Bean Supper,       
Crossroads Methodist Church, 5-6 pm 

4/26 School Committee Meeting, 6 pm 
 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 

The Sanford City Council’s Subcommittees met on April 13. The following is a brief 
summary of items discussed at each meeting. 

Municipal Operations & Property 

Matt Hill, Director of Public Works, and Mindee Goodrum of the York County Soil and 
Water Conservation District, brought forward a solution to reduce erosion into Bauneg 
Beg Lake. On the City’s right-of-way off Shady Lane, sediment is washing into the lake, 
affecting the water quality. They plan to remove the stone steps that are there now, and 
replace them with a set of infiltration steps, constructed of wooden boards and filled 
with crushed stone. The infiltration steps will filter out sediment before it reaches the 
water’s edge. The steps will also provide safer access to the lake, as they will be longer 
and with a more gradual decline than the stone set. The work will be paid for by a grant 
from the Maine Department of Environmental Protection and with a contribution from 
an abutting landowner. 

The Subcommittee also discussed the Jellison Bridge which spans the Mousam River on   
S-Curve Road in Springvale. Mr. Hill said Highway Foreman Aaron Downs was           
concerned about the condition of the bridge after another railing came down this 
spring. After inspecting it, they shut it down for safety reasons. The portion of S-Curve 
Road that is south of the bridge has no residences, so Mr. Hill recommended removing 
the bridge and creating a pocket fishing park there. The land between S-Curve Road 
and Route 109 appears to be owned by the City. Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio and 
Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy agreed it was a good idea. Mr. Downs said that there is 
grant money available for restoring waterways to their natural state, which the City 
could apply for to cover the cost of removal. Mayor Mastraccio suggested reducing the 
angle on the northern end of the road to make it easier for residents to turn onto and 
off of Route 109. 

The Subcommittee heard input from both sides in the ongoing dispute between the 
Trails Committee and the ATV Club. See separate story, page 4. 

Solid Waste 

The Subcommittee heard a presentation on a curbside composting pilot program from 
Ashleigh Miller, a graduate student studying urban ecology, and representatives from 
the Portland-based company Garbage to Garden. With a $5 monthly subscription,    
Sanford and Springvale residents would receive a 5-gallon composting bucket and a 
clean liner to fill with food scraps. GtG would pick up the full liner once a week and 
replace it with a clean one. They partner with farms who do the actual composting. 
There would also be a location where residents could drop off food scraps for free if 
they don’t want the curbside service. The $5 subscription depends on the city receiving 
a Waste Diversion Grant from the Maine Department of Environmental Protection to 
cover part of the cost; GtG’s usual subscription price is $15 per month. The project 
would save participants money, because fewer PAYT bags would need to be purchased, 
and also save the City money on tipping fees, since a sizable percentage of the weight in 
our municipal solid waste is from food scraps. The Subcommittee will wait to hear back 
on the grant before bringing the project to the City Council for approval. 

Public Safety 

The process for interviewing and selecting Sanford’s next Police Chief was discussed. 
Current Chief Tom Connolly will retire as of July 23. The City has received 14 resume s 
from around the country. A committee, which will include community members as well 
as City Councilors and a representative from the School Department, will be appointed 
to assist in the selection process. Fire Chief Steve Benotti and a few area Police Chiefs 
will be invited to give their input on the qualifications for the position. City Manager 
Steven Buck and the City’s Human Resources Director Stacy Howes will narrow the 
field of 14 applicants down to the top five for the initial round of interviews. The top 
two will be interviewed a second time as the committee seeks to select the candidate 
with the best personality and fit for Sanford. Mr. Buck will appoint the new Chief, sub-
ject to City Council confirmation. 

The Subcommittee also heard a presentation from Deputy Police Chiefs Craig Andersen 
and Tim Strout on the Power DMS system. 

Subcommittee Meeting Reports 

Continued on page 3  
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News from Sanford Schools 

Prom is back on this year! It will be held at Sanford High School 
on May 15 from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. 

Sanford Middle School students Natalie Cain & Shakira Linteau 
have started a program in which each SMS student will have an 
opportunity to plant a flower seed which will germinate and 
grow in the school’s new greenhouse. To celebrate Mental 
Health Awareness, each class will be able to plant their flowers 
in various designated areas around the school next month. 
Growing flowers from seeds represents getting help and brings 
attention to mental health to help crush the stigma surrounding 
it. The flowers represent strength, diversity, and resiliency. 

Congratulations to Connor Rice and Natalie Payeur, St. Thomas 
School students and first place winners in the Elks Lodge Essay 
Competition for the state of Maine! In May, both will attend an 
awards banquet in Waterville to receive their plaques. 

Ory, one of the service dogs at Willard School that is involved in 
the Read Dogs program we wrote about last week, needs        

surgery to correct hip dysplaysia as well as torn ACLs in both 
knees. Jess Jones, an Ed Tech at the school has started a Go-
FundMe account to raise money for the surgery. All the details 
are here: https://www.gofundme.com/f/service-dog-surgery-
help-ory. 

Bath Iron Works presented their career opportunities, virtually, 
to many Sanford Regional Technical Center students in the 
STEM pathway on Wednesday, March 17. The presentation also 
incorporated a presentation from Southern Maine Community 
College about their three week paid training programs in    
Welding or Manufacturing, which offer a guaranteed BIW job 
interview upon completion.  

Fourth grade students at Margaret Chase Smith School          
recently had the opportunity to zoom with an engineer from 
Pratt and Whitney. The engineer had the students participate in 
an experiment with magnets to learn about the power of       
magnetism and how it can be used to create electricity. 

Community Cleanup 
The Sanford Police Dept. and Officer Eric Small would like to 
thank members of the Sanford Housing Authority, York County 
Shelter Programs, Great Bay Services, Sanford Kiwanis, Rotary, 
Elks Clubs, YMCA, Sanford Public Works, Genest Concrete, City 
Councilor Ayn Hanselmann, residents of Bougie Lane, and two 
students from the Sanford High School for participating in this 
week’s community clean-up of Bougie Lane, Emery Street, High 
Street, and Heritage Crossing.  

The twenty five volunteers picked up over one ton of trash in 
two hours.  This was a true community effort to help make    
Sanford cleaner and safer for all its citizens to enjoy. 

They are recommending the city purchase this software system 
to digitize and organize departmental documents including  
policies, accreditation, training, and complaints. Mr. Buck said 
the City gets frequent requests for information under the     
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), and the amount of time 
needed to retrieve all of the paper documents is “enormous.” 
Deputy Chief Strout said this system would increase             
transparency and ease of access for the public, as well as saving 
the City money in time spent. Subcommittee members were 
unanimous in their support of the proposal, and it will be               
forwarded to the City Council for approval. 

Zoning 

A recommendation by the Planning Department to award a  
contract for Mineral Extraction Inspections Services was          
reviewed. Inspection of gravel pits in Sanford has been a  com-
plex, and at times contentious issue. Inspections are  currently 
done by the City every five years, when the pit operator            
reapplies for a license. Outsourcing inspections to an independ-
ent third party would put the job in the hands of mining experts, 
rather than City staff who may not have as much experience in 
the field. Having them done annually would reduce noncompli-
ance by catching small problems before they become larger 
ones. Subcommittee members were in agreement to move the 
recommendation forward to the City Council for approval, with 
the caveat that a deadline of March 31, 2022 should be set for 
revising the ordinance governing gravel pit operations. 

Subcommittees...continued from page 2 
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Police Log Highlights 
On Friday, April 2, Sanford Police had to break out the handcuffs 
early. The first arrest, at 12:46 a.m., was of a 52-year-old Elm St. 
resident on an assault charge. Half an hour later, a domestic  
disturbance call resulted in the arrest of a 19-year-old Lebanon 
St. resident on a charge of domestic violence assault. A call for 
an assault in progress led to a 23-year-old Boyd St. resident  
being taken into custody for domestic violence assault, and an 
outstanding warrant. That evening, a disturbance call on Charles 
St. resulted in a 37-year-old Emery St. resident being              
summonsed for criminal mischief. 

Saturday, April 3, a report of terrorizing/threatening resulted in 
the arrest of a 57-year-old Main St. resident on a charge of     
violating condition of release. 

A burglary in progress call to Lawrence St., Springvale, on      
Sunday resulted in a summons issued, but no details were given. 

No arrests were made on Monday, April 5, but another assault in 
progress call, six separate animal complaints, several                
disturbances and other calls kept the Department busy. 

On Tuesday, Sanford officers handled reports of stolen vehicles 
on High St. and Hanson Ridge Rd., as well as three motor vehicle 
accidents on Main St., among other calls. 

There were two more accidents on Main St. Wednesday, one of 
which required assistance from Sanford Fire and EMS. Among 
other calls were two for terrorizing/threatening. 

This digest includes just a few of the calls Sanford Police        
responded to on these dates. See the Police Department’s      
section of the city’s website for the complete logs. 

 

ATVs on the Rail Trail Debated 
Members of the City Council’s Municipal Operations and         
Property Subcommittee waded into the longstanding conflict 
between the Trails Committee and the Sanford ATV Club at their 
April 13 meeting, when they heard arguments from both sides 
about use of the Rail Trail. 

Unlike other Sanford trails, the Rail Trail is designated as multi-
use, which allows for walkers, horseback riders, motorized and 
non-motorized vehicles. Hazen Carpenter, Chairman of the 
Trails Committee, and Nick Taylor, President of the ATV Club, 
submitted written statements and were allowed time to speak. 

Mr. Carpenter reported that the Trails Committee recently voted 
8-3 to exclude ATVs from the Rail Trail because of noise and 
dust complaints, degradation of the trail and negative             
environmental impacts. He said that ATV riders discourage 
walkers and others from using the trail. 

Mr. Taylor countered that the ATV Club is not allowed             
representation on the Committee, despite its members being the 
majority of users on the Rail Trail. He said the Club has offered 
to do maintenance work to offset the damage to the trail, but the 
offer has been rejected. 

Dave Parent, another member of the Trails Committee, pointed 
out that both sides have merit: “It is time for the City Council to 
take this and develop a vision for that trail, and how it’s going to 
be used in the future. As you’ve heard today, people aren’t going 
to get along without that happening.” 

City Manager Steven Buck responded that the City Council 
shouldn’t be the decision maker. “The most engaged group of 
users are here today,” he said. “It’s up to them to find the           
solution and pitch the Council.” 

Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio disagreed. “We’ve reached the 
conclusion that there is no solution suitable for both, but we 
have to have that conversation and continue working on it.” She 
asked Mr. Carpenter to show Mr. Taylor a section of alternative 
trail he mentioned that the ATV Club might use instead. 

Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy said ATV users going off trail was 
causing the most environmental damage, and asked Mr. Taylor 
if his club members could work on that issue in particular. 

Bean Suppers to Resume 

Monthly bean suppers at the Crossroads Methodist Church will 
return, beginning April 24. In recent years, the menu has       
included two kinds of beans, American chop suey, ham, hot 
dogs, cole slaw, rolls, brown bread and dessert. 
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Real Estate Transactions 
2/19, 6 Stilson St., 4 room Ranch, 2 bed/1 bath, deck, needs   
updating, short sale, $154,900 

3/29, 19 North Ave., 6 room New Englander, 3 bed/1.5 bath, 
garage, fenced yard, first floor laundry, $207,000 

3/30, 37 Oak St., Springvale, 15 room Colonial & carriage house, 
5 bed/3 bath, 2 kitchens, period woodwork, corner lot,           
sunroom, some work needed,  $165,000 (photo below) 

3/31, 26 Helen’s Way, 6 room Ranch, 2 bed/1.5 bath, garage, 
nice subdivision, well maintained, heat pump, $257,000 

3/31, 22 Mill St., Springvale, 5 room Ranch, 3 bed/2 bath, new 
construction, open concept, light and bright, $265,000 

4/2, 23 Trafton St., 10 room Duplex, each 3 bed/1 bath, porches, 
plenty of parking, well maintained, $260,000 

4/2, 5 William St., 8 room New Englander, 4 bed/2 bath, garage, 
fenced yard, 3 season porch, many updates, $234,000 

4/2, 3 Glen St., 5 room Expanded Cape, 2 bed/1.5 bath, new   
construction, granite counters, corner lot, $242,000 

Volk Packaging Expanding         

to Sanford 

Derek Volk, Owner and CEO of Volk Packaging Corporation of 
Biddeford, has announced his company’s plans to establish a 
new division – Volk Pack – and set up shop later this spring at 
One Eagle Drive in Sanford. 

“We are really pleased with the facility location and the           
extensive preparatory work completed on the building by        
developer 43 North. We are hoping to provide some Sanford 
area folks with good stable work,” said Mr. Volk. “The support 
we received from Peter DelGreco at Maine & Company and Jim 
Nimon at the Sanford Regional Economic Growth Council 
(SREGC) was appreciated and helped make our decision easier.” 

Volk Pack handles fulfillment, repackaging and prepackaging 
assembly for medical supplies and other products. The company 
anticipates this division to employ about 20 people on site in 
Sanford immediately, and could hire as many as 20 additional 
workers in the next year. Interested applicants can apply 
through the company website at www.volkboxes.com. 

Much of the One Eagle Drive space will be used as a warehouse 
for Volk Packaging, but there is also potential to use some of the 
new building for manufacturing overflow, as the company will 
lease about 90% of the existing square footage. 

Volk Packaging, a third-generation family business founded in 
1967, was recently awarded Large Business of the Year for 2020 
by the Biddeford-Saco Chamber of Commerce. The Portland 
Press Herald wrote that Volk was recognized “for their                 
consistent investment in their employee’s health and safety, and 
their passionate ongoing support for our nation’s military, high-
lighted by their Heroes Wall installation adjacent to their facility. 
They continuously invest in their people and the community as a 
core component of their company culture.” 



6 

A new initiative by Mousam Way Land Trust is taking a          
proactive stance in response to environmental changes. As  
global warming accelerates and transforms our world, the 
forest’s ability to help offset increased carbon dioxide levels in 
the atmosphere is impacted. Native evergreens and deciduous 
hardwoods that are adapted to cooler temperatures will begin 
to disappear, changing the nature of the forest and its             
surroundings. 

Bud Johnston, President of the Mousam Way Land Trust,       
announced the project to plant warm-adapted, southern species 
on MWLT’s reserves in anticipation of this radical change. “In 
time these southern replacements will become part of the forest 
and restore some balance,” he said. “The public is invited to help 
us go one step further by planting some of these trees in their 
yards, from which they eventually will spread to wooded areas.” 

If you become a member of the Mousam Way Land Trust, or 
make a donation by April 28, you will receive a collection of five 
different tree seedlings to plant. Alternatively, you may choose 
to have the land trust plant them in strategic areas. The selected 
trees, Redcedar, Tulip tree, Bitternut Hickory, Hackberry and 
Bald Cypress, are attractive shade trees and also provide food 
for wildlife. They all do well in ordinary garden soil in sunny 
areas. Bald Cypress also will grow in wet soil. 

To get involved, visit mousamwaylandtrust.org and click on 
‘Become a member’ and fill out the form. You will be informed 
via email when the seedlings are available. Planting instructions 
will accompany the seedlings. 

Land Trust Planting the Future News Notes 
Since reopening a few months ago, Books ReVisited in Sanford 
has been really busy. So much so, that they would welcome any 
book donations! They also accept cds, dvds and puzzles. If you 
can donate books, please call Books Revisited at 490-1320. The 
store is located at 882 Main Street, and is open Tuesday,          
Thursday and Saturday from 10 to 4. They quarantine donations 
for 5 days, in adherence with CDC guidelines. Gardening books 
are half price for the month of April, and hardcover and trade 
paperback mysteries are 3 for $1. All proceeds from the store, 
which is volunteer-run, go to York County Shelter Programs. 

The Sanford Water District flushes its water mains twice a 
year to clear any build up of iron. The flushing is carried out be-
tween the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m., so as to minimize 
any inconvenience that may be caused by the off-color water. 
The Spring flushing program began this week. Check their    
website at sanfordwater.org/flushing for the full schedule.  

Springvale Library is hosting “A Bad Vintage Virtual Murder 
Mystery” on Thursday, April 22 at 6:00 p.m. Here’s the story: 
The Grand Cru estate, situated on the fertile slopes of the Loire 
Valley in France, is a small family-run vineyard with                 
considerable rustic charm and appeal. The owners of the estate, 
Max and Demi Liter, regularly host wine tasting evenings which 
allow their guests to sample the latest bottlings and place orders 
ahead of the big conglomerates. Unfortunately for the guests this 
evening, the vintage had more “body” than they were expecting. 
Up to 20 players have until April 19 to sign up. Character     
packets will be emailed on April 20. Email Lesley at                      
LUnger@springvalelibrary.org to sign up. 


