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Roger McGrath was hopeful. The 82-year-
old Hiram resident saw an article in his 
local weekly paper about money that had 
been found. The article asked whoever 
might have lost the money to call the York 
County Sheriff’s office in Alfred. 

Mr. McGrath had been collecting bottles 
and cans by the roadside all last year, in 
hopes of surprising his wife with a new 
refrigerator to replace their aging one. He 
had saved about $500, but had somehow 
lost the money in December. Although he 
had retraced his steps and checked with 
local businesses, he had no luck in finding 
it. 

He drove to the Sheriff’s office and spoke 
with Sergeant Matt Nadeau. Mr. McGrath 
said he did not have the heart to tell his 
wife he had lost the money, and had his 
fingers crossed that the recovered cash 
was his fridge fund.   

Your Maine Source for Information 

 

Covid Update 
New cases of Covid-19 in our 
community rose significantly 
this week, with 38 new cases 
in Sanford and 15 in 
Springvale, for a total of 53. 
This is an increase of more 
than 70% over last week’s 
total of 31 new cases. The 
combined cumulative total of 
cases in our community now 
stands at 1,393. 

Not only do we still have the 
highest Covid-positive rate in 
the state of Maine, at 66.1 per 
1,000 residents, we have    
increased our lead over   
Westbrook, which has the 
second highest rate at 59 per 
thousand. 

There have been 509 new 
cases of the virus in York 
County in the past two weeks. 
This data is as of March 21. 

As of March 23, Maine is tied 
for 5th place in the US for the 
percentage of residents who 
are now fully vaccinated, at 

Sanford Dispatchers & Sheriff’s Dept. 

Staffers Team Up to Help Out 

Continued on page 5 

Continued on page 7 

Parade? No. Fireworks? Yes! 
The City Council’s Municipal Operations and Property Subcommittee this week began the job of 
planning for Sanford’s summer holiday celebrations, when they spoke with Recreation              
Coordinator Lori Hegarty and Parks Supervisor Brian Desrochers. 

Effective May 24, state guidelines will allow for outdoor events to be held at 100% capacity, as 
long as social distancing measures are followed. They debated whether crowds could be           
adequately spaced at various events. It was decided that traditional Memorial Day and Fourth of 
July parades would not work this year, not because of the route itself, but because the crowding 
together at the beginning and end could be problematic. 

It was decided instead to promote public attendance at the Memorial activities which will take 
place at the cemeteries and public spaces in town. Typically, Memorial Day includes ceremonies 
at Central Park, St. Ignatius Cemetery, Oakdale Cemetery, Soldiers and Sailors Park, the Gazebo 
in Springvale (near Walgreens), Riverside Cemetery, and Notre Dame Cemetery, concluding with 
a water ceremony at #1 Pond.  A wreath is placed at each location, a prayer is said and taps is 
played. Members of the Veteran’s Memorial Committee will proceed to each location. The public 
will be encouraged to wave as they pass by, or to be present at one of the ceremonies. Look for 
more information on the route and schedule as the date gets closer. 

With regard to Fourth of July activities, the Subcommittee members agreed with Parks & Rec 
staff that fireworks will be back on this year, and the water ski show will be held as well.       
However, there will be no band and no vendors at #1 Pond, to discourage large numbers of    
people from gathering. Continued on page 7 
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Community Calendar 

4/1 Red Cross Blood Drive, noon—5pm, 
Preble Lodge #143, 16 Elm St. 

4/4 Easter Sunday 

4/4 Springvale Library Online Auction 
begins 

4/5 Red Cross Blood Drive, 1—6 pm, 
Nasson Community Center 

4/5 School Committee, 6 pm 

4/6 Site Plan Review Committee, 9 am 

4/6 City Council, 6 pm 

4/7 Planning Board, 6:30 pm 

4/8 Budget Committee, 6 pm 

4/11 Sanford Community Forest Walk 
 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 

Children ages 12 and under are eligible to register 
now for a Virtual Egg Hunt hosted by Sanford 
Parks and Rec. The Egg Hunt is free, but you must 
register on the Parks and Rec website, and      
complete the game before midnight on Sunday, 
April 4. To play, register on the Sanford Parks & 
Rec website at https://sanfordrec.com/info/
activities/program_details.aspx?
ProgramID=29897. Then visit the following     
Sanford merchants in order to get the number 
from their egg. Eggs have been posted in easily 
visible windows at these merchants: 

 Aroma Joe’s (all AJ’s locations have the same 
egg – you only need to visit ONE of their 3 
locations in Sanford) 

 Bowl-A-Rama  

 Smitty’s Game Lab and Cinema 

 Mountain View Mini Golf and Adventure Park 

 Dairy Queen 

 McDonalds 

 Shain’s of Maine 

 Pine Hollow Golf (Across the street from Shain’s of ME – egg is on the garage)  

 Frannies Donut Shop 

 City of Sanford Town Hall – Recreation Office Window – by the blue picnic table 
 
Once you have all of the numbers from the eggs – a total of 10, you can do the “word 
scramble”.  

 The word scramble is 2 words. 

 the first word is 4 letters: ___  5  5  ___ 

 the second word is 6 letters:  ___ ___ ___  9  ___  7 !    

 The only hint is that the #5 is the letter E.   

Once you think you have figured out the word scramble, you can submit your entry by 
calling Sanford Parks and Recreation at 324-9130.  You can also email your submission 
to recreation@sanfordmaine.org – just be sure you are registered first, and remember 
to leave your name with your word scramble guess.   

Prizes have been donated by a variety of Sanford businesses. All registered participants 
who have submitted a word scramble guess by midnight on Easter will have their name 
put in a hat for a drawing of the prizes.  

Some of the great prizes donated are: gift certificates to Frannie’s Mini Donuts, Shain’s 
of Maine, McDonald’s, and Mountain View Mini Golf & Adventure Park; a Bowl-A-Rama 
family bowling outing; Dairy Queen 4 pack cup cakes; Pine Hollow family golf outing; 
Smittys Cinema family movie outing; Aroma Joes Drink Cards; 2 Sanford Parks and Rec 
Back Packs filled with Goodies; and a mystery prize from Warren’s Office Supply. 

Good Luck and Happy Easter! 

Virtual Easter Egg Hunt 

Two Ways to Subscribe! 

Did you know there are two ways to subscribe to the Sanford Springvale News? 

You can subscribe by email, and get all the news delivered straight to your inbox 
twice a week, usually Friday and Sunday. Go to sanfordspringvalenews.com/
subscribe/. 

You can also sign up to get a paper copy of the SSN delivered by US Mail to your home 
or office each week. $50 for 50 issues or $25 for 25 issues. (The paper is free, the 
charge is for the mailing service.) Send check or money order to Sanford Springvale 
News, PO Box 553, Springvale ME 04083.  We also accept payment by Paypal, to    
sanfordspringvalenews@outlook.com. 
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Lanigan Sues Mayor, City Over Removal from Subcommittees 

City Councilor Lucas Lanigan has filed suit in York County      
Superior Court, naming Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio, the     
Sanford City Council and the City of Sanford as defendants. 

The suit stems from Councilor Lanigan’s removal from his   
Council Subcommittee assignments by Mayor Mastraccio last 
month, following a controversial post on his personal Facebook 
page. In the post, which has since been deleted, he wrote 
“Communities have local budget control over schools. No kids in 
school! No school budget! #defundteachersunion.” At the        
February 2 City Council meeting, Mayor Mastraccio stripped him 
of his assignments to the Solid Waste Committee, the Fire      
Station Feasibility Group and the Land Bank Authority           
Commission, after reading letters of complaint from Councilor 
Ayn Hanselmann and several members of the public. The Mayor 
said she would revisit the decision in three months. 

You can watch the complete meeting video at                       
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vRgrxTDolHQ. 

In the complaint filed with the court, Councilor Lanigan writes 
that his Facebook post referred to events in Chicago, and had 
nothing to do with Sanford. He quotes from the City Council’s 
Code of Conduct and Rules and Order of Business (ROB) to     
support his assertion that he has the right to post his personal 
views on Facebook without disclaimer, and asserts that Mayor 
Mastraccio violated sections of those documents, as well as the 
City Charter, by her actions. 

Among his specific allegations are the following: 

 That appointments to committees may only be made after 
full discussion by the City Council, and that Mayor       
Mastraccio acted unilaterally, without consulting other 
Councilors. 

 That he was denied the right to add an item to the agenda 
for the February 16 Council meeting, in violation of the City 
Charter. 

 That the ROB provides for a penalty for breaking the rules, 
which is “admonishment or censure” but not removal from 
any assignments. 

While City officials and staff will not comment on pending          
litigation, Mayor Mastraccio has stated publicly her position that 
the Subcommittees are not separate committees, but an arm of 
the City Council itself, and so not subject to the Charter            
requirements. 

Councilor Lanigan is not seeking monetary damages. His Motion 
for Preliminary Injunction requests an order from the court   
staying the Mayor’s actions of February 2, and enjoining the 
Council’s action of February 16, appointing replacements to the 
Subcommittees. He also requests a public retraction from Mayor 
Mastraccio. 

At this time, the court is awaiting briefings from the parties   
involved. 

At its March 25 meeting, members of Sanford’s Budget           
Committee gave their stamp of approval to the School              
Department budget for 2021-2022. The budget will now go to 
the City Council before voters get the final say on June 8. 

Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson was able to trim the   
Department’s original budget significantly from his original 
presentation, by using some money from the carryover, reducing 
expenses and utilizing some of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) 
Act funds. The final figure increases the Department’s bottom 
line by just 1.7% over the previous budget. 

Sanford Schools are expected to receive $8 million from the ARP, 
but the  money must be used in specific ways related to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The lion’s share will go toward increasing 
staffing and space so that all students will be able to be back in 
school five days a week in September, when physical distancing 

will likely still be required. Mr. Nelson said space at Willard 
School, which will be available once Pride Elementary is finished, 
may be put to use for that purpose. 

$1.5 million of the ARP funds will be used for a summer school 
program to address the learning loss resulting from missed 
school time due to the pandemic. 

Committee members felt it was necessary to wait until it is 
known what Sanford’s portion of  state revenue sharing will be 
before voting on the municipal budget. The legislature is taking 
up the state budget this week. The final municipal budget is   
approved by the City Council, not the voters, so the timeline is a 
little more flexible.  

The Budget Committee meeting originally scheduled for April 1 
has been rescheduled to April 8, by which time it is hoped the 
state revenue sharing figures will be finalized. 

Budget Committee Approves School Budget 

Action on City Budget Delayed Pending More Information 
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Real Estate Transactions 

3/5, 85 Pleasant St., Springvale, (pictured below) 8 room New Englander, 3 bed/2 bath, updated kitchen, Mousam River frontage 
with dock, huge 2 car garage/workshop, .96 acres, $335,800 

3/8, 15 Shawmut Ave., 6 room Colonial, 3 bed/1 bath, fireplace, French doors, walk out basement, deck, $215,000 

3/9, 23 Glen St., 6 room Raised Ranch, 4 bed/1.5 baths, 2 car garage, walk out basement, many updates, $265,000 

3/10, 144 Stanley Rd., Springvale, 2 acre rural lot, existing structure needs extensive renovations or tear down and rebuild, $40,000 

3/10, Trafton St., Building lot, .14 acres, rolling/sloping, has water and sewer, walk to park & playground, $23,000 

3/10, 64 Westview Dr., To be built, 7 room Colonial, 3 bed/3 bath, open concept, 2 car garage, view of Curtis Lake, $339,900 

3/10, 14 Nason St., 7 room Colonial, 4 bed/2 bath, garage, needs updating, close to everything, $160,000 

3/11, 68 Jagger Mill Rd., 5 room Gambrel, 2 bed/2 bath, 3 season porch, garage, 1.52 acres, $190,000 

3/11, 21 Beulah St., 6 room New Englander, 2 bed/1 bath, garage, mudroom, knotty pine paneling, $174,900 

 

YCCAC Vehicles for Sale 
York County Community Action is selling two vehicles from its 

fleet: a 2005 13-passenger Ford Van, and a 2012 Dodge Mini-

Van, which holds 5 passengers plus 2 wheelchair positions. 

Both vehicles are located at 6 Spruce Street in Sanford.  All     

vehicles are to be sold as is, where is, with no warranties, by 

sealed bid.  Bids must be marked as “Sealed Bid” on the front of 

the envelope and sent to: YCCAC, P.O. Box 72, Sanford, ME 

04073, Attn. Dot Morin.  All Bids must be received by noon on 

April 3, 2021.  YCCAC reserves the right to refuse any and all 

bids.  Final sales are contingent on approval by Maine DOT.  

Please contact Dot Morin at 207-459-2939 to view the vehicles. 

85 Pleasant St. has a 34' x 52' garage/workshop with 16-foot ceilings 

and a lift. A bonus room above could be converted to additional living 

space or an accessory apartment. There is a separate antique barn on 

the property that can be used for storage. 
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Waban’s 50th annual telethon took place on Saturday, March 20. 
A total of $98,169 was raised to support their valuable work. 
Missed it? It’s not too late to help out and get yourself some 
great swag in the process! Gift baskets, gift cards and               
merchandise are still for sale on Waban’s website, with some 
great items for the whole family. 

The gift baskets, which would be perfect for Easter giving,            
include: coffee-themed baskets from Aroma Joe’s and Carpe  
Diem; a variety of kids activity baskets with toys, candy and 
more; pamper yourself baskets with spa products and personal 
care items; a Loyal Companion gift basket with everything your 
pooch desires; and many more. 

Winners of the telethon raffle items were: 

 Apple iPad — Lisa Previte 

 New kayak from L.L. Bean — Eric Hussey 

 $250 Visa gift card — Christine Norton 

 Old Town Canoe, sponsored by Catholic Financial Life — 

Brittany Weldon 

 New recliner from Landry’s Furniture Barn — Christie 

Rowden 

 Playstation 5 package — Doug Donahue 

Waban’s 50th Annual          

Telethon A Success 

News Notes 
Curtis Lake Church is adding a third service for Easter. With 
the increased capacity guidelines, no reservation is required to 
attend. Services will be held at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.        
Services will still be streamed live as well. 

Goodall Library has increased their hours. They are now open 
from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and 
10:00 to 4:00 on Friday and Saturday. Occupancy/time limits 
are still in place. 

Carte Blanche Boutique will have a grand opening celebration 
on Thursday, April 1 from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at their new 
location, 1364 Main St. (the Center For Shopping in South      
Sanford). They will have specials throughout the store, raffles 
and gifts. Come check it out! 

Sanford Maine Stage is looking for new members. They are 
doing all rehearsals and shows via Zoom at this time. They will 
be starting rehearsals soon for a new production scheduled for 
May. If you are interested in/like reading poetry, consider    
joining us. For more information, contact them at                                  
marya.troopstair@gmail.com. 

The Springvale Public Library will be holding an online       
auction April 4-18 that features wonderful items including: a 
Memorial Day weekend at a Wells Beach cottage, a tandem   
skydiving experience, golf outings, CSA shares, catered meals, 
teeth whitening, car detailing, quilts, restaurant gift certificates,     
lobsters, specialty platters, and antiques, including the library’s 
oak card catalog.  Go to the Springvale Public Library website 
and click the link to view the auction items and details. You can 
also see the items in person at the library. Bidding begins on 
April 4. This is a great opportunity to have some fun bidding on 
items, get some good deals, and support the Library at the same 
time. 

17%. Another 12.9% have received the first of two doses of the 
vaccine. 

City Manager Steven Buck told the City Council’s Public Safety 
Subcommittee on Tuesday that York County Emergency        
Management expects a big ramp-up in the amount of vaccine 
coming to York County over the next few weeks. Sanford Fire 
Chief Steve Benotti said he has five people assigned to the      
vaccine clinic at the former Marshall’s store six days a week. On 
Tuesdays, when the clinic is closed, Sanford paramedics will be 
working with the Incident Management Team to set up clinics in 
smaller locations around York County using the Johnson &   
Johnson vaccine. 

Covid...continued from page 1 
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Ms. Hegarty also briefed the Subcommittee on the Eastern     
Regional Water Ski Tournament which couldn’t be held last 
year. She hopes that by the scheduled date of July 25, pandemic 
restrictions will be relaxed enough to allow it to happen. If so, 
five or six teams will compete at the event. 

At its next meeting on Tuesday, April 6, the City Council is     
expected to officially approve opening up parks and fields for 
family events and outside groups, under Covid guidelines. Mr. 
Desrochers said the phones have been ringing off the hook with 
people wanting to make reservations. 

Sanford Regional Communications Center dispatcher Cindy   
Bailey reviewed all relevant calls for service and noted the   
money mentioned in the article was (probably) significantly 
larger than five hundred dollars, and so not his. Mr. McGrath had 
tears in his eyes as he received the news. 

Within minutes, staff members at both offices sprang into action. 
Ms. Bailey began a collection among the SRCC dispatchers, while 
Julie Edmonson and Mindy Badger pulled the Civil Process     
Division together for a collection at the Sheriff’s Department. 
Dispatcher Joleen Maynard connected with the Sanford Lowe’s 
store, and a conversation began about how to help the McGraths. 
Call’s Shop N Save in Cornish heard of Mr. McGrath’s situation, 
and quickly pledged money to help.  

On March 18, thanks in large part to these caring staffers at the 
Sanford dispatch center and York County Sheriff’s office, Lowe’s 
delivered the McGraths a brand-new refrigerator. 

Fireworks...continued from page 1 

Refrigerator...continued from page 1 
Arrests & Summonses 

Friday, March 12, Sanford Police responding to a domestic    
disturbance at 7:00 a.m. on Ledgewood Ave. arrested a 36-year-
old North Berwick resident for domestic violence aggravated 
assault and violating condition of release. 

The following day, our officers had five domestic disturbance 
calls, one of which, to a Main St. address, resulted in the arrest 
of a 36-year-old Lebanon resident on charges of domestic     
violence assault, criminal mischief and assault. Among the other 
calls that day, they also issued warnings on 22 motor vehicle 
stops. 

Sunday, March 14, a motor vehicle stop on Main St. resulted in a 
summons being issued to a 22-year-old Springvale resident for 
operating with a suspended license and registration. 

On Monday morning, another motor vehicle stop, this time on 
Gavel Rd., led to the arrest of a 55-year old Sanford resident for 
violating condition of release, and violating protection from 
abuse order. Later that day, Sanford Police arrested a 30-year-
old Acton resident while serving a warrant on Main St. 

A 21-year-old North Berwick resident was arrested Tuesday, 
March 16, on an outstanding warrant, after officers and Sanford 
firefighters responded to a complaint on Amherst St. 

Arrests and summonses account for just a small fraction of calls the 
Department responded to on these dates. The complete Police 
logs, with names and addresses of those arrested and summonsed, 
can be found in the Department’s section of the city website at 
sanfordmaine.org. 
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