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Sanford’s high school and    
elementary students were  
back in school four days this 
week as the School Department 
works toward increasing          
in-person learning as much as 
possible. “It kind of felt like the 
first day of school again,” said              
Superintendent of Schools  
Matt Nelson about seeing            
classrooms filled up on       
Monday. 

The pandemic reared its ugly 
head toward the end of the 
week, however, as positive 
Covid-19 cases at Ledgemere 
Transportation resulted in no buses being available for middle and high school students. School 
was open, but families had to provide their own transportation or have kids learn remotely at 
home. Some elementary school bus routes were also affected with a one-hour delay. 

The Middle School is also working gradually toward four-day in-person learning, which is 
planned to begin with some students on Monday, March 22. SMS staff members are making 
phone calls this week to notify parents, and additional chairs, tables and dividers have been     
ordered. Mr. Nelson told the School Committee that administrators are optimistic they will be 
able to allow all students who are currently attending in-person two days a week to increase to 
four, but may not be able to accommodate all students who are currently on full remote learning, 
due to space issues at the school. All state Covid guidelines, including 3 foot spacing between  
students in class, 6 foot spacing between teachers and students, and 6 foot spacing between kids 
while eating lunch, must still be maintained at all schools. 

The Distance Learning Academy being operated by the YMCA at Lafayette School is now only 
running on Wednesdays for elementary school students, but for now is continuing at five days a 
week for grades 5-8. It may stay on this schedule if all Middle School students can’t be               
accommodated. 

Mr. Nelson said that some funds from the American Rescue Plan, passed by Congress last week, 
will be dedicated to getting students back in school more, perhaps through acquiring additional 
space and staffing. 

Assistant Superintendent Steve Bussiere said that due to transporting additional students the 
additional days, Ledgemere is short of bus drivers and is really in need of anyone with a license 
in hand who can get on the road immediately. He asked that anyone interested reach out to them 
directly. 

Your Maine Source for Information 

 

Covid Update 
Cases of Covid-19 in our   
community zigged up again 
this week, after zagging  
downward the previous week. 
With data as of March 14,  
Sanford has now had a       
cumulative total of 1,079   
cases of the virus (up 25 from 
last week), and Springvale has 
had a total of 261 (up 6 from 
last week). The combined 
cumulative total of cases is 
now 1,340. 

There have been 476 new 
cases of the virus in York 
County in the two-week      
period ending March 17,  
compared to 447 new cases in 
the previous two-week      
period. Cases across the state 
and across the country are 
trending upward as well. 

As of March 17, 25.43% of 
Mainers have received the 
first dose of the vaccine, while 
15.12% are now fully          
vaccinated. In York County, 
those numbers are 23.61% 
and 12.62%, respectively. 

Sanford Students Back in School          

Four Days a Week 

Continued on page 4 
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Community Calendar 

3/20 Waban 50th Annual Telethon,     
online, 10 am 

3/22 Red Cross Blood Drive, North   
Parish Church, noon—6 pm 

3/23 Property Subcommittee, 8:30 am 

3/23 Public Safety Subcommittee, 11am 

3/23 Zoning Subcommittee, 1 pm 

3/24 Land Bank Authority, 8:45 am 

3/24 Fire Station Feasibility Working 
Group, 11 am 

3/25 Budget Committee, 6 pm 

3/26 Haddock Supper to Go, must be 
preordered, pick up at St. Ignatius Gym, 
5—6 pm 
 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 

Councilor Jonathan Martell led the Pledge of Allegiance and the moment of silence. 

A Commendation was awarded to Public Works Department employee Aaron Downs 
on behalf of the City, for his service to the country. In the letter of Commendation,   
Public Works Director Matt Hill wrote “After being called to mobilize by Maine Army 
National Guard, A. Downs responded and performed duties required to protect         
Democracy, following an insurrection, ensuring a peaceful transition of power in our 
nation’s capital.” A letter from Brigadier General Dean A. Preston called Sergeant 
Downs a vital member of the Guard, and thanked the Public Works Department: “We 
acknowledge that when a Soldier serves, so does their Family and their Employer…we 
would like to recognize you and your organization for your relentless support of your 
Soldier and the Maine Army National Guard.” Council members congratulated Sgt. 
Downs and thanked him for his service. 

In the Public Participation segment of the meeting, Colby Vezina asked how long the 
Council would be meeting on Zoom. Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio responded that she 
expects the Zoom format to continue for awhile until it’s safe for everyone to meet in 
public. 

Twenty-one separate public hearings were held on license renewals for marijuana 
grower/cultivators and manufacturers. In one hearing, Code Enforcement Officer Jamie 
Cole commented that, in recent months, he had twice caught Nicholas Wyman, who 
does business under the name GSG Consulting, processing marijuana in a location for 
which he does not have an occupancy permit. He later met with Mr. Wyman and his 
attorney, and the location has since been cleared. All processing is now being done in 
the location for which Mr. Wyman does possess a permit. Mr. Cole said he was not   
opposed to renewing the license, but just wanted to make the Council aware. The rest 
of the license renewal hearings were uneventful. The Council approved all license    
renewals. 

A public hearing on a proposed amendment to the Solid Waste Fees, which would raise 
the price of the Pay-As-You-Throw trash bags from $13.50 to $14.50 per sleeve, was 
also held. City Manager Steve Buck went over the history of the PAYT program and 
described how the rising cost of disposing of our recyclables has made the increase 
necessary. He said if a household uses one large bag per week, the overall increase 
would cost them an extra 20 cents per week. Councilor Luke Lanigan asked whether 
the bag price could remain the same and instead raise the increase through taxation. 
Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy pointed out that businesses and multi-family dwellings 
don’t get trash pickup, and through their property taxes are subsidizing the pickup 
service for single family homeowners. “We need to be very cautious about…asking 
them to further subsidize. The bags are the fairest way,” she said. 

A few residents added their thoughts. Colby Vezina suggested doing away with trash 
pickup altogether, and have everyone take their own trash to the transfer station in-
stead. Dianne Connolly said the quality of the bags has been an issue for seven years, 
and recommended finding a different manufacturer. She also asked why the bags are 
packaged in a non-recyclable wrapper. 

Mr. Buck also talked about the use tax that the city pays to the state for the PAYT bags, 
nearly $60,000 per year, which he called unjust. Councilor John Tuttle, who is one of 
Sanford’s State Representatives, is introducing a bill to change this. He said Maine is the 
only state in the country that has this specific tax. 

This was the first reading of the proposed amendment. A second reading will be held at 
the next City Council meeting on April 6. 

In his City Manager’s report, Mr. Buck went over the fact sheet for Maine’s part of the 
American Rescue Plan. The City of Sanford is expected to receive $2.12 million and the 
School District will receive approximately $8 million. 50% of the funds will be           
delivered within 60 days of the Plan’s enactment, and the remainder within a year.  
Under federal guidelines, the money can be used to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
and address its economic effects, including through aid to households, small businesses 
and nonprofits. Investments in water, sewer and broadband infrastructure are also 
allowed. The City is not allowed to use the funds to offset taxation. He said he “will find 
any and all avenues” to use the Rescue Plan funds for Sanford’s benefit. 

City Council 3/16 Meeting Summary 

Continued on page 5 
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School Notes 

Sanford High School is planning now for graduation               
ceremonies to be held in June at Alumni Stadium. As things stand 
now, the students will be on the field, physically distanced and 
separated from the audience which will be in the stands.             
Attendance will most likely be restricted, but by how much is 
uncertain at this time. 

Spring sports at SHS are expected to start on time, if the   
weather cooperates. Baseball and softball practices are       
scheduled to start the week of March 22. 

The faculty and staff of Sanford High School are having virtual 
Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences to discuss your child’s  
academic progress this spring. Conferences will be held on 
Wednesday, March 24, from 12:05pm until 1:05pm, and from 
3:30pm until 5:45pm via Zoom. Your student’s teacher will send 
out the Zoom meeting information once they confirm your     
appointment. The conference format is the traditional parent-
student-teacher conference. They are scheduled at fifteen-
minute intervals. If needed, additional time for conferences may 
be scheduled through the teacher at a later date. 

The students at Margaret Chase Smith School have been      
participating in Book Madness: A Tournament of Books. Various 
staff members have selected 16 texts to record and share with 
students throughout the month. Each morning a “Guest Reader” 
is revealed during their morning announcements. During snack 
time, students enjoy the recording and discuss their favorite 
parts with classmates. At the end of the week the students vote 
for their favorite two books as they narrow their choices down 
to the Elite 8 and Final 4. 

For the month of March, Carl J Lamb School is focusing on the 
Core Value of Courage. School Librarian Mrs. Milano is            
challenging students to recognize courageous people from clues 
on the bulletin board, and students are reading about these   
heroes in Pebble Go autobiographies. The Kindness club is    
writing thank you notes to courageous people, spreading      
kindness by writing to their retirement home penpals and      
continuing the compliments with “Lucky to Know You ”       
Shamrocks. 

Carl J. Lamb School PTA is having a fundraiser through Boon 
Supply, a company that sells eco-conscious products like         
reusable zip pouches, glass and bamboo storage containers,   
insulated lunch boxes and more. 40% of every purchase goes to 
the PTA and items are shipped directly to you. Use this link to 
shop: https://www.boonsupply.com/collections/613060-carl-j-
lamb-school-pta 

Mrs. Payeur and her first graders at Willard School experienced 

a Book Bistro last week; this lesson’s learning target focused on 
literacy skills. It was a fun way to celebrate the ending of the 
opinion writing unit and to get students excited to move into the 
non-fiction unit. Mrs. Payeur shared a variety of non-fiction 
books students typically do not see such as cookbooks and non-
fiction books that have illustrations instead of real photographs, 
to help students focus on content rather than on the stereotype 
that non-fiction books can only have real pictures. 

This month, the Landscape & Horticulture students at Sanford 
Regional Technical Center took an opportunity to stretch their 
legs and reconnect with their farming partners McDougal       
Orchards and Ferment Farm, which are both located in 
Springvale. March is the perfect moment to prune many trees, 
especially fruit trees. Agricultural pruning is a very important 
piece of their curriculum, so students benefited from the           
experience as well as the exercise. 

On Friday, March 12th, students in the Fire Science program 
participated in a training in automobile extrication using the 
“jaws of life.” Firefighters from Sanford and Acton volunteered to 
assist with this training, and Chandler’s Automotive and Towing 
made vehicles available for this event. 

The 6th – 8th Grade Gifted & Talented students at Sanford 
Middle School just finished up a project on “Silver Linings.”  It 
began as a lesson about English proverbs and other sayings, that 
led to “Every cloud has a silver lining.”  They brainstormed    
positive things that have happened in their lives and our com-
munity in the past year during Covid.  From there, the students 
came up with an art representation of the saying and their brain-
storm list. It was hung in the hallway near the library, to invite 
the school community to think about their own silver linings. 

The SMS PTA put on an incredible Winter Luau for all grades 
last Thursday and Friday. Comments from students were “This is 
the best day ever,” “Can we do this again?” and “WHOO HOO I 
love this school!” The PTA also sponsored a March Madness  
Raffle for staff each day, with cool prizes. 

The Sanford School Department is seeking substitute school 
nurses to be employed on an “as needed” basis for the 
2020/2021 school year. If you are an LPN or RN, visit this page 
for more information: https://www.schoolspring.com/job.cfm?
jid=3462964 

Jessica Rice, Principal of St. Thomas School, was Rick Stanley’s 
guest on Chamber Talk this week. Listen here: https://
www.sanfordmainechamber.org/chamber-talk/principle-jessica
-rice-from-st.-thomas-school-in-sanford 
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Sports & Recreation Notes 

Tennis in the Parks is the tennis program where kids play 
while they learn! Led by an approved USTA NetGeneration    
tennis coach, the program will focus on developing the skills to 
serve, rally and play – so it’s perfect for beginners. Once the 
skills are there, participants will play fun matches with other 
players in the program. This program uses modified tennis balls, 
age-appropriate rackets, court sizes, and the latest fun and    
engaging activities that help players successfully learn and play 
the game quicker! All players in their first session receive and 
keep a new age-appropriate racket, ball, and Net Generation tee 
shirt! The program runs from May 1 through June 12. For more 
information and to register, visit Sanford Rec’s website here: 
https://sanfordrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?
ProgramID=29848 

Sanford-Springvale Youth Athletics Association will be running a 
lacrosse program for boys and girls this spring. Right now their 
website is down but you can email ssyaakids1@yahoo.com for 
more information. 

Join Sanford Parks and Recreation on a trip to historic Fenway 
park to see the Red Sox!  Full refunds if games are cancelled due 
to Covid. Two games are planned for 2021 – you must register 
with a close friend or family member as you will be seated next 
to each other on the coach bus. Masks are required on the bus 
the entire time. Saturday June 12—Blue Jays and Saturday     
August 21—Rangers.  Cost for Transportation and Ticket is $85. 
More information and register here: https://sanfordrec.com/
info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=29808 

Mill Towne Tavern has replaced three of their pool tables with 
brand new ones, with plans to replace the rest this year. 

The Sanford Mainers were having difficulty with their website 
domain, but it’s back online now. They announced this week that 
players Brandon Backman, Trevor LaBonte, and Jake Noviello 
will be back with the team this season. 

The Mainers are looking for host families for the 2021 season! 
If you have a spare room, and would like more information,  
contact the Mainers at hostfamily@sanfordmainers.com. The 
Mainers are also actively working through health and safety 
guidelines to ensure a safe and healthy summer. 

The Sanford Alumni Association is looking for old game     
footage of the Sanford-Biddeford game from 1979. If you can 
help, contact them at info@sanfordalumniassociation.org. 

 

City Manager Steven Buck gave an update on the pandemic to 
the City Council on Tuesday. He has heard through York County 
Emergency Management that the state will start pushing more 
vaccine doses to York County, to enable us to catch up with the 
rest of the state. He also reported that St. Thomas School has 
been added to the list of outbreaks. The state will be issuing 
guidance on outdoor festivals and parades soon, which will help 
the city plan for Memorial Day and July 4th celebrations. 

Also at the City Council meeting, Councilor Bob Stackpole 
praised the smooth operation of the Sanford Vaccine Center. He 
said the entire process of getting his shot took less than half an 
hour. He encouraged everyone to get vaccinated: “Don’t hesitate, 
it’s fabulous, well-run, and a piece of cake.” 

Covid...continued from page 1 

Two Ways to Subscribe! 

Did you know there are two ways to subscribe to the Sanford 
Springvale News? 

You can subscribe by email, and get all the news delivered 
straight to your inbox twice a week, usually Friday and Sunday. 
Go to sanfordspringvalenews.com/subscribe/. 

You can also sign up to get a paper copy of the SSN delivered by 
US Mail to your home or office each week. $50 for 50 issues or 
$25 for 25 issues. (The paper is free, the charge is for the mailing 
service.) Send check or money order to Sanford Springvale 
News, PO Box 553, Springvale ME 04083.  
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 Arrests & Summonses 
On Friday, March 5, Sanford Police were called to High St. to 
assist another agency. A 32-year-old Sanford resident was    
arrested on a warrant. 

Saturday, March 6, after a call to Shaw St. for a domestic        
disturbance, officers arrested a 37-year-old Sanford resident on 
multiple charges, including domestic violence assault with a 
prior, violating condition of release, and unlawful possession of 
a scheduled drug, as well as an outstanding warrant. 

Responding to a disturbance call to Emery and Bowdoin Sts. on 
Sunday, March 7, Sanford Police took a 42-year-old Sanford  
resident into custody for violating condition of release. 

Tuesday, March 9 was a busy day for the Department. In the 
wee hours of the morning, a motor vehicle stop on Cottage St. 
resulted in a summons and citation to a 28-year-old Alfred   
resident for failure to register a vehicle more than 150 days. A 
27-year-old Sanford resident was arrested on a warrant at   
Pioneer Ave. & Weymouth St. Another outstanding warrant  
resulted in the arrest of a 54-year-old homeless individual on 
Main St. And a summons was issued to a 58-year-old Springvale 
resident for allowing a dog to be at large on Canterbury Ct. 

On Wednesday, March 10, officers arrested a 35-year-old      
resident of East Rochester, NH, on Bowdoin St. for unlawful  
possession of a scheduled drug and being a fugitive from justice. 

Thursday, March 11, a 20-year-old Parsonsfield resident was 
summonsed for operating without a license after an accident on 
Main St. 

The complete Police logs, with names and addresses of those   
arrested and summonsed, can be found in the Department’s      
section of the city website at sanfordmaine.org. 

The Council unanimously approved a Construction Management 
Contract for improvements to the Mid Town Mall parking lot. 
Community Development Director Ian Houseal described the 
improvements, which will include a pedestrian walkway from 
Main St. (next to Partners Bank) across the parking lot to the 
stairway that leads to the lower mall area. New lighting,     
benches, trees and other plantings are also in the plan. The    
project will be paid for by a Community Development Block 
Grant, with matching funds for other improvements being     
contributed by the mall owner. Partners Bank may also          
contribute funds to upgrade the walkway paving material. The 
work will be done this summer. 

The Council accepted Anita Harris’ resignation from the Airport 
Advisory Committee, and thanked her for her work. The vacancy 
will be posted to solicit applications. 

The Public Works Department’s requests for purchases of a  
regenerative air street sweeper with catch basin vacuum, and 10
-wheel truck with plow, wing and sander, were unanimously 
approved. 

The sales of two parcels of land at the airport, which are not 
needed for aviation purposes, were also approved. Sale of .82 
acres to Rubb, Inc. and 5.25 acres to Flemish Master Weavers 
will enable both of those businesses to expand. Funds from the 
sale will help offset the cost of maintenance equipment for the 
solar project. 

The Council unanimously approved revisions to the Land Bank 
Authority Commission’s establishing order. The revisions      
include adding ex officio members to provide input on the Land 
Bank Authority’s projects. Sanford Housing Authority Director 
Diane Gerry and Realtor John Caramihalis are serving in those 
positions. The LBA also gets input from Officer Eric Small who 
works with Sanford’s homeless population. Mr. Houseal told the 
Council that he is working with a group to authorize a state land 
bank, following the model that Sanford has very successfully put 
in place. 

City Council...continued from page 2 

Quick News Notes 
Gotta Be Frank Gourmet is growing! After this weekend, 
they’ll be shut down for two weeks while they transition to their 
big, new 8.5 x 14 foot trailer. 

Sanford-Springvale YMCA is offering a blended learning         
opportunity for First Aid/CPR/AED certification. This will     
involve an online instructional portion, plus the in-person class 
on March 27 to complete the written exams and demonstrate 
your practical skills. Email afair@sanfordymca.org for more 
information. 

Due to a Covid-19 exposure, the Springvale Library is closed 
for all services from March 13 to March 24. Curbside will not be 
available. Check their website for updates and information: 
springvalelibrary.org. 

Homestead Exemption 

Do you qualify for a Homestead Exemption? If you are a          
permanent resident of Maine and have owned a home in Maine 
for the past twelve months, you do! The homestead exemption 
provides a reduction of up to $25,000 in the value of your home 
for property tax purposes. Once you receive a homestead tax 
exemption, it will roll over automatically every year – there’s no 
need to file a new application unless you move to a new          
residence. The deadline to apply is April 1. Pick up your          
application at City Hall or download it at https://bit.ly/3bZ6jA8. 
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 Real Estate Transactions 

2/26, 83 Airport Rd., Land, 106 acres, Airport Development Zone, 
many commercial/industrial uses, $375,000 

2/26, 22 Kimball St., Two family, each 2 bedrooms, well maintained, 
wood floors, 3 season porch, backyard, $229,000 (pictured below) 

3/1, 22 Fox Ridge Run, 6 room Colonial, 3 bed/1.5 bath, 2 car gar-
age, built 2007, 1.4 acres, $340,000 

3/3, 12 Grove Ave., Two family, each 2 bedrooms, updated systems, 
3 season porches, wood floors, French doors, $227,000 

3/3, 23 State St., 8 room New Englander, 3 bed/1 bath, many up-
dates, large lot w/off street parking, $205,000 

3/4, 1 Ellsworth St., Springvale, 7 room Cape, 4 bed, 1.5 bath, updat-
ed kitchen, new appliances, $225,900 

3/5, 22 Emery St., Duplex, each 3 bedrooms, separate heating sys-
tems & driveways, 3 season porches, $208,000 

3/5, 114 Tall Pines Dr., 7 room Cape, 3 bed/1 bath, frontage on Es-
tes Lake, 2 car garage, fireplace, fenced yard, $439,000 

3/6, 311 Main St., Springvale, 7 room New Englander, 4 bed/1 bath, 
laundry room, lots of storage, deck, fenced yard, $215,000 

More School Notes 
Construction at Pride Elementary is still behind schedule, but 
the contractor has been asked for a plan to catch up. The front of 
the building is planned to have blue panels around the front  
entrances and above the gymnasium. Superintendent of Schools 
Matt Nelson is checking into why they aren’t red, Sanford’s     
traditional color.  

Sanford Performing Arts Center has two dance recitals    
scheduled for spring, and the High School will do a Broadway 
revue entitled “The Show Must Go On” in May. The students will 
be rehearsing in four cohorts in order to be as safe as possible. 
SPAC is working on plans for the next season, beginning in     
November. With the current Covid guidelines, they will be able 
to fill the theater to 30% of capacity. 

A survey to gather students’ opinions on the SHS schedule 
should be going out within the next week or two. School        
Committee Student Rep Bella Farrington said the goal is to get 
insight on how students have (or haven’t) been set up for       
success with their schedule, and find out what problems are  
impacting them so they might be addressed. 

Just a reminder to all Sanford Spartans seniors, applications for 
the David M. Ahern Memorial Scholarship are due in two 
months! If you are a two-sport athlete OR a member of any arts 
programming, you are eligible to apply! Learn more at             
http://ow.ly/bbA950DXDFI 

Kudos to SMS Band instructors Dee Ames and Kayla Burke who 
are able to host full band.  They explored creative options so the 
students can safely play their instruments and put together 
some beautiful music – even by going outside. 


