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On March 3, the Planning Board 
approved a new solar power 
facility on three parcels of land 
at 229 New Dam Road. One 
parcel is the former CGA site, 
which was taken by the City of 
Sanford in 2010 for back taxes. 
The other two parcels are 
owned by the Maine Turnpike 
Authority. 

The CGA property is what’s 
known as a brownfields site – a 
former industrial property that 
was contaminated and then 
abandoned – and is in the    
process of being cleaned up 
with federal grant money. The Maine Department of Environmental Protection removed over 
3,000 tons of circuit board waste from the site in 2018, and the building has been demolished, 
but significant debris, trash and contamination remain. 

Construction on the solar project is expected to begin in October, after cleanup is completed, and 
be finished in May 2022. 

The company building the solar facility is CGA Solar LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Walden 
Renewables Development LLC. The Project will deliver approximately 5.0 megawatts of clean, 
low impact renewable energy to the local power grid through the existing Central Maine Power 
owned electrical infrastructure on New Dam Road. 

The Project is expected to occupy a total of 45.2 acres, including solar arrays, maintenance access 
roads, inverter pads, and incidental equipment associated with the electrical interconnection. 39 
acres of trees will be cleared, and replaced with meadow grasses. There will be fencing around 
the arrays and other equipment, which small mammals and birds will be able to pass through. 

One of the Turnpike properties includes an existing snowmobile trail. CGA Solar is working with 
the snowmobile club to reroute the trail around the solar panels. 

The Project will provide local     
benefits, through an increased tax 
base, lease payments to the City of 
Sanford and the Maine Turnpike 
Authority, and the creation of job 
opportunities. 

You can see a larger plan on our 
website at                                          
sanfordspringvalenews.com. 

In other business, the Planning 
Board approved a new private way 
off Route 4, just south of the        
intersection with High St., to be 
named Poliquin Way. 

Your Maine Source for Information 

 

Covid Update 
There were 15 new cases of 
Covid-19 in Sanford this week, 
and three new cases in 
Springvale, for a total of 18. 
This is a drop from the 28 
new cases recorded last week. 
Cumulatively, there have now 
been 1,054 cases of the virus 
in Sanford and 255 in 
Springvale, a total of 1,309 for 
both zip codes. There have 
been 446 new cases in York 
County in the past two weeks. 
This data is as of March 7. 

As of March 11, 22.49% of 
Maine’s population has      
received the first of two doses 
of the vaccine, while 13.27% 
are fully vaccinated. York 
County is still behind the state 
average, but the new Sanford 
vaccine center is helping us 
catch up. 

In his report to the City    
Council’s Public Safety       
Subcommittee this week, City 
Manager Steven Buck          
reported the latest updates 
regarding Covid-19, including 

Planning Board Approves Solar Facility 

at Former CGA Site 

Continued on page 4 
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Community Calendar 

3/13 Girls Varsity Volleyball, live on 
WSSR-TV, 11 a.m 

3/13 Mountain Bike Ride at Sanford 
Community Forest, noon, registration 
required 

3/13 Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner to 
go, 4:30-6 pm, First Baptist Church, 
must be preordered 

3/13 Nasson Youth Theater Spring 
Show, 7 pm, online 

3/14 Sanford Community Forest Walk, 
1 pm, registration required 

3/14 Sanford Maine Stage St. Patrick’s 
Day Show, online, 7 pm 

3/15 School Committee, 6:00 pm 

3/15 Irish Legends of the Wee Folk, 
Goodall Library (online), 6:30 pm 

3/16 City Council, 6 pm 

3/17 Sanford Maine Stage St. Patrick’s 
Day Show, online, 7 pm 

3/17 Planning Board, 6:30 pm 

3/18 Budget Committee, 6 pm 

3/20 Waban 50th Annual Telethon,     
online, 10 am 

3/22 Red Cross Blood Drive, North   
Parish Church, noon—6 pm 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 

Four City Council Subcommittees met on Tuesday, March 9. This is a brief summary of 
some of the items discussed at each. 

Public Safety 

Deputy Police Chief Craig Andersen reported on some of the Police Department’s     
recent activities, which include: 

 Over a pound of cocaine seized in conjunction with a drug investigation. DPC    
Andersen said the Department’s partnership with the Maine Drug Enforcement 
Agency is paying dividends. 

 Also with the DEA, an interstate drugs-for-guns operation was cracked, in which 
stolen and otherwise illegally obtained guns were being taken to Massachusetts 
and New York and traded for narcotics, which were brought back to Sanford to be 
sold. 

 A suspect wanted by the US Marshals on federal charges was arrested by Sanford 
officers while investigating a shoplifting call at two retailers in the City. 

 Officers and detectives are currently investigating the suspected overdose death of 
a person found in the woods between the DPW and Emery St. 

 Officers and detectives investigating the theft of over $100,000 from a local        
retailer 

 Work has progressed on an online crime reporting system, which will make it   
easier for residents to report crimes and for the Department to access the reports 

DPC Andersen also discussed catalytic converter thefts, which have become a problem 
across the country due to the high value of rare earth elements which are used in their 
manufacture. He said these cases are difficult to prosecute because the devices cannot 
be tracked to a specific vehicle. 

Police Chief Connolly talked about the implicit bias training that is mandatory for all 
Sanford police officers. He said he actively looks for new training opportunities to   
improve the Department. 

At its next meeting on March 23, the Subcommittee will discuss how to have Memorial 
Day and Fourth of July celebrations safely. 

Municipal Operations and Property 

The Subcommittee heard from Airport Manager Allison Navia about two parcels of City 
owned land at the Airport that are not needed for aviation purposes. She is proposing 
to sell .82 acres to Rubb, Inc. and 5.25 acres to Flemish Master Weavers, which would 
enable both of those businesses to expand. Funds from the sale will help offset the cost 
of maintenance equipment for the solar project. After the sale, the parcels would       
become taxable property for the City. The City will retain a right-of-way across one of 
the properties from Gatehouse Road to the shooting range. 

Public Works Director Matt Hill presented a request to accept bids for a new 10-wheel 
truck with plow and sander. The truck needs to be ordered soon for it to be received in 
time for next winter. Funds will come from next year’s Capital Improvement Plan. 

Both of these items will be forwarded to the full City Council for discussion and        
approval at the March 16 meeting. 

Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio spoke about a complaint she received from a disabled 
person who couldn’t access the handicapped parking spaces at the Sanford Post Office 
due to ice and snow on the sidewalk. The person complained to the Post Office, and 
was told it was the City’s responsibility. Mr. Hill clarified that Mousam Street sidewalks 
are not maintained by the City. Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy said the Post Office used 
to take good care of their sidewalks, but that function was probably cut from their 
budget. Community Development Director Ian Houseal pointed out that many other 
Maine municipalities have ordinances requiring property owners to clear the           
sidewalks in front of their homes and businesses. City Manager Steven Buck said it is a 
safety issue, as people will walk in the street if the sidewalks are not clear. All were in 
agreement to begin work on an ordinance, beginning with the commercial district. 

Subcommittee Reports 

Continued on page 5 
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School Notes 

Clubs and activities have started up again at Sanford High 
School! Art Club, Winter Indoor Percussion, Environmental 
Club, and Jazz Band are just a few of the activities students can 
join. Winter Guard incorporates dancing with spinning flags 
and wooden rifles. Ocean Bowl is a competition among New 
England schools to see who knows the most about oceans. 
There’s a club or activity for everyone. 

Carl J. Lamb School is having a Box Top Competition. Which-
ever class has the most box tops wins a celebration party! You 
don’t need to actually clip the box tops anymore – just scan 
your receipt with the box tops app on your phone within 14 
days, and credit to your child’s class. If you can’t scan, just write 
your child’s teacher’s name on your receipts and send them to 
school with your child for credit. 

SHS yearbooks are now on sale through April 1 for $65. Order 
yours at https://yearbookforever.com/. 

Sanford’s School Nutrition Program is now serving after 
school meals at Sanford High School/SRTC. Meals are available 
at no cost to students attending SHS/SRTC afterschool          
activities Monday through Thursday. The food is fresh,          
delicious and nutritious for a great late day power snack. Meals 
are served in the hallway outside of the cafeteria from 2:15-
2:45. You may pick up your meal at this time even if your      
activity begins later in the afternoon/evening. The meal may be 
taken to your activity. For more information, contact Holly 
Hartley at hhartley@sanford.org. 

Open Enrollment at St. Thomas School for the 2021-2022 
school year begins March 12. Call 324-5832 for more             
information. 

37% of Maine’s food insecure population do NOT qualify for 
public assistance. The Sanford Backpack Program is not 
based on income and there is nothing to sign up for. If you have 
a Sanford student and would like to receive a weekly food bag 
please reach out to your school staff – nurse, councilor, teacher 
or administration; or you can email the program directly to 
sign up. The food your student will bring home will be an      
assortment of the following possible items: whole grain pasta, 
pasta sauce, canned chicken or tuna, cereal, oatmeal or other 
breakfast items, canned fruits and veggies, rice, peanut butter, 
and other items as they are available. Email 
lori@strongersanford.org to enroll or for more info. 

Purchase a footlong sub at the South Sanford Subway on 
March 26, and 10% of the proceeds will be donated to St. 
Thomas School. 

    Continued on page 6 

Waban Telethon to Receive $5,000          
Sponsorship from Partners Bank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming off a year of challenging times, Waban will still push 
forward with its annual telethon, going virtual once again for the 
cause. Partners Bank has stepped up to the plate with a donation 
of $5,000 to Waban in support of this year’s telethon.  

Since 1966, Waban has been providing programming and      
services to help those with autism, intellectual, developmental 
and other disabilities live the most fulfilling lives possible. 

This year, Waban will be holding its 50th Annual Telethon to 
help raise funds for the organization. Funds raised through the 
Telethon are crucial to the Fraser Ford Child Development    
Center and the success of children with autism and other        
intellectual disabilities in our community. Proceeds help support 
developmental therapy, specialized equipment, therapeutic   
recreation, and other educational services. 

“Waban has been an integral part of this community for          
decades,” Partners Bank President and CEO Blaine Boudreau 
(pictured above) said. “Every person deserves to have a chance 
for a fulfilling life and Waban and its staff have been a wonderful 
asset to those who need their services the most.” 

The Telethon will take place virtually on March 20 between 10 
a.m. and 4 p.m. and can be viewed online at waban.org or 
through Waban’s Facebook page at facebook.com/
wabanprojects; on Atlantic Broadband’s public access channels 
in the Sanford market; and can also be heard live locally on AM 
1220 and 104.3 FM The Legends radio station. 

Donations can made by calling in a contribution or pledge, 
online at www.waban.org/telethon or new this year by texting 
“WABAN50” to 44-321. 
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Elks Win State Ritual Championship 
Congratulations to the Sanford Elks Lodge #1470 on winning 
the 2021 Ritual championship for the state of Maine. Team 
members were judged on how well they memorized and        
delivered their lines, and how well they performed the Elks   
initiation ritual, which is used when new members join the    
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

Team members from left to right are Christine Cote, Marise   
Anagnost, Sheri Frechette, Sheila Pillsbury, Dawna Legere,    
Brigitte Morrison, Robert Shaw and Bruce Brunelle. Not         
pictured but very important are this year’s ritual coaches, Frank 
Ricker and Andrew Bolz. 

The competition was held right here in Sanford on February 28. 
The team is slated to next compete at the National Elks           
Convention in Tampa, FL this summer. 

The Race is On! 

Help Sanford High School’s Project Graduation 2021 raise funds 
for this year’s senior class activities by supporting their fun 
community Duck Drop. Purchase one Duck for $5, or five for 
$20, and then watch live on Facebook on April 10 at 1:00 p.m. 
as the ducks are dumped into the Mousam River for a race to 
the finish! The first duck to cross the finish line will win its 
owner $200 cash. Second place wins $100 and third place wins 
$50. 

You can purchase your duck in person at Frannie’s Mini Donuts 
on March 13 from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m., or at Jim’s Alignment on 
March 20 from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. You can also purchase 
them online by sending your Venmo payment to @SHSpg.     
Indicate “Duck Drop” in the comment box. 

Project Grad thanks the Masons at Preble Lodge #143 for their 
partnership with this event. 

the Moving Maine Forward plan. He criticized the state’s         
handling of teacher vaccinations, which has created a lot of    
confusion. He said Atlantic Federal Credit Union has been added 
to the list of Sanford outbreak sites. 

There was also discussion at the Subcommittee meeting of the 
continued violations of the mask ordinance and Governor’s     
executive orders by the Calvary Baptist Church and Sanford 
Christian Academy. Code Enforcement Officer Jamie Cole          
reported there was a funeral and buffet reception at the church 
this past weekend with more than 200 people in attendance, 
with no regard for masks, social distancing or other safety 
measures. Police Chief Thomas Connolly said the state attorney 
general’s office does not want to go after churches for non-
compliance. 

Covid...continued from page 1 

Two Ways to Subscribe! 

Did you know there are two ways to subscribe to the Sanford 
Springvale News? 

You can subscribe by email, and get all the news delivered 
straight to your inbox twice a week, usually Friday and Sunday. 
Go to sanfordspringvalenews.com/subscribe/. 

You can also sign up to get a paper copy of the SSN delivered by 
US Mail to your home or office each week. $50 for 50 issues or 
$25 for 25 issues. (The paper is free, the charge is for the mailing 
service.) Send check or money order to Sanford Springvale News, 
PO Box 553, Springvale ME 04083.  
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 Police Log Digest 
2/26, 1:31a, Perkins Ct., Vandalism, Arrested 39-year-old 
Springvale resident: Violating condition of release, criminal  
mischief 

2/26, 2:06p, Patriots Ln., M/V accident – w/ 3 SFD units, Report 
taken 

2/26, 6:37p, Main St., Shoplifting, Arrested 27-year-old Sanford 
resident: Theft by unauthorized taking or transfer, violating 
condition of release 

2/26, 8:04p, Mill St., Springvale, Disturbance, Arrested 26-year-
old Springvale resident: Obstructing report of a crime 

2/27, 12:05p, Mayflower Dr., Stolen vehicle, Report taken 

2/27, 2:19p, Main St., M/V accident, Summonsed 17-year-old 
juvenile: Attaching false plates 

2/27, 7:03p, Hanson Ridge Rd. & Daniel Ln., Springvale, M/V 
accident, Report taken 

2/27, 7:31p, Shaw’s Ridge Rd., Springvale, M/V accident,       
Services rendered 

2/27, 9:03p, Lebanon St., M/V accident, Report taken 

2/27, 9:21p, Lebanon St., M/V accident – w/ EMS, Svcs rendered 

2/28, 6:39p, Church St., Larceny/Forgery/Fraud, Report taken 

3/1, 1:42p, Main St., Springvale, Domestic disturbance, Services 
rendered 

3/1, 2:15p, Harry Howes Rd., Harassment, Services rendered 

3/1, 9:47p, Main St., Serve warrant, Arrest(s) made, no details 

3/2, 10:06a, Main St., M/V accident, Arrest(s) made, no details 

3/2, 2:13p, Glenwood St., Assist other agency – police,            
Paperwork served 

3/2, 7:40p, Main St., Violation of protective order, Summonsed 
19-year-old Kennebunkport resident: Viol. of protective order 

3/2, 10:06p, Main St., Juvenile runaway, Report taken 

3/3, 5:45p, Laurel St., Civil complaint, Services rendered 

3/3, 7:37p, Palace Dr., Emotionally disturbed person, Rpt taken 

3/4, 3:21p, Jackson St., Terrorizing/Threatening, Svcs rendered 

3/4, 9:25p, Ashmont St., 911 Hangup – w/SFD, EMS,            
Transported to hospital 

Please note: This represents just a small fraction of the calls      
Sanford PD responded to on these days. The complete logs, with 
names and addresses of those arrested and summonsed, can be 
found in the Department’s section of the city website at              
sanfordmaine.org. 

Zoning 

There was lengthy discussion about how to move forward with 
possible retail marijuana sales. There are only eight properties 
in Sanford where marijuana cultivation and processing are     
allowed, encompassing about 30 individual businesses. Three of 
those properties are not zoned for any kind of retail operation. 
The Subcommittee will focus on developing a proposed          
ordinance to allow retail marijuana sales in the other five, but all 
members were in agreement to strictly limit the number of retail 
licenses that will be available. The discussion will continue at the 
next meeting on March 23. 

The Subcommittee finalized plans for a joint meeting with the 
Planning Board on March 23 as well. 

Solid Waste 

The Subcommittee went over the proposed changes to the     
ordinance that covers fees for the Pay-As-You-Throw trash bags 
and other solid waste fees. The proposed changes increase the 
price of PAYT bags from $13.50 per sleeve to $14.50 per sleeve. 
There was discussion about public misconception that the PAYT 
bags generate revenue for the city, when in fact they only       
partially offset the cost of disposing of our trash and recycling. If 
the PAYT bag program was eliminated, funds the City now     
receives from the sale of the bags – more than a million dollars – 
would have to be raised through property taxes instead. The 
PAYT program also reduces illegal dumping and encourages 
recycling, saving the taxpayers money. 

Another proposed change to the ordinance is defining “inert 
reusable debris” as asphalt, concrete (without reinforcement or 
asbestos) and brick. The Public Works Department recommends 
removing the maximum allowed amount, as these materials can 
be reused in road construction projects. 

Subcommittees...continued from page 2 

Quick News Notes 

Kevin McKeon of Mousam Way Land Trust was Rick Stanley’s 
guest on this week’s episode of Chamber Talk. Listen to it at 
sanfordmainechamber.org/chamber-talk. 

The first coat of poly is done on the new floor at the Nasson 
Gym. 

Mark your calendars for the Springvale Library’s first annual 
online auction on April 4. Tons of great items will be offered! 

Tuesday’s fire on Spruce St. reportedly started with a pellet 
stove. The property owner has a security system which sends 
alerts to his phone, so he was able to report the fire before any              
significant damage was done.  
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Sanford Middle School closed out spirit week with Crazy Hat 
Day. Principal Pamela Lydon and 6th grader Isaac Pearson  
crossed over to the Dark Side with Star Wars headgear. 

Real Estate Transactions 

2/24, 10 Kirk St., Springvale, 14 room New Englander, 4 bed/2 
bath, 2 car garage, hardwood floors, $263,000 

2/25, 76 Jagger Mill Rd., Duplex ranch, built 2016, each 2 bed/2 
bath w/ 2 car garage, $425,000 

2/25, 121 Philbrick Rd., Land, subdividable, 14.6 acres, 1000 ft. 
road frontage, $90,000 

2/26, 30 Grammar St., Duplex, each 2 bed/1.5 bath, 2 car garage, 
new roof, decks, $265,000 

2/26, 14 Essex St., 6 room Colonial, 3 bed/1 bath, 2 car garage, 
deck, hardwood floors, $227,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 Grammar St. is a duplex on a corner lot, with 7 rooms in each, and a        
good sized back yard. 

School Notes….continued from page 3 


