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The high-volume vaccine clinic at the former 
Marshall’s store officially opened Tuesday 
morning after weeks of anticipation. The   
opening ceremony was hosted by York County 
Manager Greg Zinser. He thanked Sanford 
Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio, City Manager 
Steven Buck, members of the City Council and 
State Rep. John Tuttle for their support. 

Mayor Mastraccio thanked Dr. Nirav Shah,   
Director of Maine CDC. “This center, with its 
central York County location…will give us the 
capacity we need to combat this virus,” she 
said. She drew chuckles from the crowd when 
she added, “Today, I can honestly say, for the 
first time in a long time, that I don’t miss      
Marshall’s.” 

In his remarks, Dr. Shah said that the only way 
to get the pandemic under control this year is 
with high-volume sites like this one. He said a 
number of factors went into the choice of the 
Marshall’s site, including the centralized       
location and the abundance of parking, but 
quipped that “the men’s fashions, and             
incredible savings everywhere you look,” were 
also factors. 

On a more serious note, he said the                 
collaboration of the City, County, Emergency 
Management Agency and health care providers 
was instrumental in getting the clinic up and 
running. He singled out York  County Emergen-
cy Management Director Art Cleaves for his 
contribution. “We wouldn’t be here without 
you,” he said. The first responder community 
was the backbone of the site, he added. 

Dr. Shah called the opening of the Sanford clinic 
“an important point in our vaccination         
journey.” He thanked Mary and Chuck, two 

members of the public who had agreed to be 
vaccinated publicly for the event, and told them 
that after they are fully vaccinated, they can see 
their friends and hug their grandchildren again. 
“I’m so excited for you,” he said, “Let this be the 
first of many happy days to come.” 

The clinic is designed with a one-way traffic 
flow. As you enter for your appointment, you 
are greeted at the pre-screening table, where 
you are given hand sanitizer and a clean mask, 
and asked a series of questions about possible 
symptoms and exposure. From there, you pick 
up your paperwork and move to one of the  
registration stations along the right side wall. 
After registering, you are escorted to the back 
of the clinic, where vaccinations are given    
behind a privacy partition. After being           
vaccinated, you go to one of the checkout     
stations along the left side wall. The last stop is 
the observation area, where you sit for 15 
minutes while someone observes you for any 
possible reaction to the vaccine. To minimize 
contact with others, you exit the clinic through 
a separate door from those who are entering. 

The clinic will be open six days a week (closed 
Tuesdays), for at least six months, from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with plans to expand the 
hours as more vaccine becomes available. It 
will be staffed by personnel from Southern 
Maine Health Care (part of MaineHealth), and 
York County emergency management agencies 
and municipalities.  Dr. Michael Schmitz of 
SMHC is the Director of the clinic. The Vaccine 
Clinic at Goodall has transitioned its operations 
and staff to this new location. 

In his report to the City Council on Tuesday, 
City Manager Steven Buck said the clinic will 
begin vaccinating 240 to 360 people per day, 
increasing those numbers each week until 
reaching 960 people per day in April. He said 
the clinic will require 54 staff members per day 
to operate. This will include Sanford EMTs, who 
will work with other personnel on a rotating 
schedule. 

The vaccine is available by appointment only. 
Call MaineHealth at 877-780-7545 to register, if 
you are age 60 or over. Younger people can   
pre-register at the same number. 

Your Maine Source for Information 

 

Covid Update 
City Manager Steven Buck 
reported to the City Council 
on Tuesday that Hannaford’s 
has joined the list of retail 
pharmacies offering the Covid
-19 vaccine. They will be   
administering the new      
Johnson &  Johnson vaccine, 
which requires only one dose 
to be effective. He called the 
arrival of the J&J vaccine “a              
significant game-changer.” 

On Wednesday, Governor 
Mills announced the state of 
Maine will follow President 
Biden’s directive to prioritize 
vaccination of teachers, other 
school staff and child care 
workers. Retail pharmacies at 
Hannaford, Walgreens and 
Walmart are being directed by 
the federal government to 
focus on vaccinating these 
frontline workers, but any 
appointments already sched-
uled for people over the age of 
60 will be honored. All       
vaccines are given by appoint-
ment only. The state has a 
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Community Calendar 

3/5 Haddock Supper to Go, must be  
preordered, pick up at St. Ignatius Gym, 
5—6 pm 

3/6 Nasson Youth Theatre Spring Show 

3/9 City Council Subcommittee Mtgs. 

3/10 Land Bank Authority, 8:45 am 

3/10 Fire Station Feasibility Working       
Group, 11 am 

3/11 Airport Advisory Committee,       
11 am 

3/11 Budget Committee, 6 pm 

3/12 Red Cross Blood Drive @ Preble 
Lodge, noon—5 pm 

3/13 Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner to 
go, 4:30-6 pm, First Baptist Church 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 

Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy led the pledge of allegiance, and dedicated the moment of 
silence to Deputy Fire Chief Steve Cutter, who passed away last March, and to everyone 
working on the front lines of the pandemic. 

Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio reported on the opening of the new vaccine center. She 
asked council members to use their personal phone numbers on their Facebook pages, 
rather than the city’s phone number. She said she is taking down her own Facebook 
page, and prefers to be contacted by phone or email. 

Councilor John Tuttle, who is also one of Sanford’s Representatives to the State           
Legislature, gave an update on his work in Augusta. 

City Manager Steven Buck updated the Council on the negotiations with Comcast      
regarding a second cable franchise in Sanford. He said the city will move on this quickly 
to be able to provide Sanford residents with more choice and competitive pricing in 
cable and internet service.  

Diane Gerry, director of Sanford Housing Authority, and Officer Eric Small gave a 
presentation on the Envision Center they plan to open at Sunset Tower. The Envision 
Center will bring services provided by several agencies together in one place, with the 
goal of reducing and preventing homelessness. Ms. Gerry expects a quick turnaround 
on her application to HUD, as there is no funding required. The space at Sunset Tower 
is available, and staffing will be provided by the participating agencies, which include 
York County Community Action, York County Shelter Programs, Caring Unlimited, and 
others. There are 99 Envision Centers across the country, but this will be the first one 
in Maine. The Council voted unanimously to send a letter of support. 

Officer Small gave a shout out to members of the community who have assisted his 
work with Sanford’s homeless population by donating gift cards and other items. 

Under public participation, Dianne Connolly asked if the city could look into providing 
a warming center for residents who lose power during cold weather. 

A public hearing on Gaia Farms application for a medical marijuana grower/cultivator 
license renewal was held with no input either pro or con. The Council unanimously 
approved the renewal. 

Ian Houseal, Sanford’s Director of Community Development, requested approval of the 
use of $26,000 from a TIF fund to match a $99,000 grant he plans to apply for. The 
money would create a revolving loan fund for downtown businesses to use for façade 
improvements, working capital or other gap financing. Councilor Robert Stackpole 
pointed out that the requested funds will not come out of the budget or impact the  
taxpayers in any way. The Council approved the request unanimously. 

The Council voted to send a letter of support for the Maine Sports Resort project. Ms. 
Herlihy told the other council members that the project was making great progress 
toward attracting financing before the pandemic began, but then had to be put on hold. 
Plans are now being scaled back, and will include many of the outdoor recreation ele-
ments, but not the convention center and hotel, at least for now. Mayor Mastraccio said 
the project represented a real opportunity for Sanford as there is increased interest in 
outdoor recreation activities. Councilor Jonathan Martell expressed concern that the 
project could be a drain on city resources. Mr. Buck replied that financial impacts have 
been studied extensively, and the project should be a net importer of wealth into the 
community. He added that it will bring “good, clean family entertainment” to Sanford.  

Under Councilor Comments, Councilor Robert Stackpole said he wanted to make      
residents aware that if you have had other vaccines, such as the flu or shingles shot, 
you must wait 14 days before you can get the Covid-19 vaccine. 

Counselor Lucas Lanigan questioned whether the Council should consider meeting in 
person again. Mayor Mastraccio said she doesn’t see that happening in the near future, 
adding that she finds it hard to hear the School Committee members at their in-person 
meetings because of the masks. 

Under Future Agenda Items, Mr. Lanigan said he has been getting calls about the Police 
Department visits to local businesses to check on compliance with the mask ordinance, 
and suggested that be revisited. 

City Council 3/2 Meeting Summary 
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Former Jr. High Now Sanford Pride Elementary School 
At their March 1 meeting, members of the Sanford School      
Committee voted unanimously to rechristen the former Junior 
High School on Main St. with the name Sanford Pride Elementary 
School. 

Committee Chair Don Jamison commended the Naming           
Committee on their work surveying the community and pulling 
together the various suggested names. The Naming Committee 
included School Committee members Amy Sevigny and Paula 
Cote, City Councilors Ayn Hanselmann and Robert Stackpole, 
former School Committee member Kendra Williams, and Sanford 
High School history teacher Paul Auger. 

Ms. Hanselmann shared how her personal perspective on the 
name shifted during the process. Although she said there were 
several amazing people to potentially name the school after, she 
came to understand that choosing a particular person would 
only engage or excite the portion of the community who           
remembered that person. She said choosing the name of a place 
or thing would give the entire community a permanent             
connection to the school. 

Mr. Jamison agreed with Ms. Hanselmann’s comments, and         
suggested rooms and other spaces in the new school be            
dedicated to deserving individuals. 

Bob Maurais, whose sister Margaret’s name was one of the ones 
under consideration, thanked the Committee and Superinten-
dent of Schools Matt Nelson for undertaking what he called the 
uplifting and transparent process of selecting the name. 

School Committee member John Roux advocated strongly for 
having Sanford be part of the name, saying that it was important 
to retain the community’s identity. Committee member Jonathan 
Mapes agreed. He said his father’s name being brought forward 
put him in an awkward spot, but that he concurred with Mr. 
Jamison that naming spaces within the school was a more          
appropriate way to honor individuals. 

Mr. Mapes pointed out that the new school would end up with a 
nickname (for example, Carl J. Lamb School is usually referred to 
as CJL) and that should be taken into consideration. 

Mr. Jamison said we already have Sanford High School and     
Sanford Middle School, but the new school couldn’t be called 
Sanford Elementary School because there are other elementary 
schools in the city. 

Ms. Cote said that, like Ms. Hanselmann, her thinking on the 
name had evolved, and she supported the suggestion of Spartan 
Pride or Pride Elementary. Ms. Sevigny said the process has 
changed her mind about naming the school after a person as 
well. She agreed Sanford Pride or Spartan Pride were the best 

choices, and the nickname could just be Pride. 

After some discussion about whether the School Committee 
should just choose the name, or send it back to the Naming   
Committee, Mr. Mapes motioned to name the school Sanford 
Pride Elementary. Mr. Roux seconded the motion. The vote was 
unanimous. 

Superintendent Nelson said it was an appropriate name, as all 
the people whose names were nominated had one thing in com-
mon, which was tremendous pride for the city of Sanford. 

webpage with contact info for all the appointment sites at              
https://www.maine.gov/covid19/vaccines/vaccination-sites. 

Maine is also adopting the new Federal policy’s definition of 
school staff and licensed child care workers. It includes workers 
at pre-primary, primary, and secondary schools, Head Start and 
Early Head Start programs, including teachers, staff, and bus 
drivers and those who work as or for licensed child care            
providers, including center-based and family care providers. 
Vaccine sites will ask Maine residents for proof of eligibility. For 
these workers, proof of employment can include an employee ID 
card, a paystub, or a letter from the employer. 

There were 26 new cases of Covid-19 in Sanford this week, and 
two new cases in Springvale, for a total of 28. This is an increase 
from the 19 new cases recorded last week. Cumulatively, there 
have now been 1,039 cases of the virus in Sanford and 252 in 
Springvale, a total of 1,291 for both zip codes. There have been 
453 new cases in York County in the past two weeks. This data 
is as of February 28. 

As of March 3, 18.2% of Maine’s population has received the 
first of two doses of the vaccine, while 9.74% are fully             
vaccinated. York County is lagging behind the state average, but 
the new Sanford vaccine center is expected to help us catch up. 

Covid...continued from page 1 

Quick News Notes 

Sanford’s snowmobile trails have been closed due to lack of 
snow. 

Sanford-Springvale YMCA is offering free 2 week passes for all 
healthcare workers any time during the month of March and 
April. 

York County Community Action is looking for Volunteer     
Drivers to help transport community members to COVID-19 
Vaccinations Sites.  Mileage reimbursement is available to offset 
any costs to the Volunteer. Contact Deb Paradis at 459-2931. 
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Teacher of the Year Nominations: 

Sanford teachers who were nominated for York County Teacher 
of the Year are Lauren Swift, Amy Turgeon and Adam Soule from 
Sanford High School; Luba Greene and Samantha Hilt-Coleman 
from Sanford Middle School; Deb Smith and Holly Gillis from Carl 
J. Lamb; Christen Suratt and Laurie Flannery from Willard; and 
Heather Morrison and Trish Hussey from Margaret Chase Smith. 
The York County winner will go on to the state competition. 

In-Person Learning Update 

Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson gave the School          
Committee a lengthy update on the progress toward bringing 
students back to in-person learning four days a week. MCS and 
Willard Schools have sufficient space to allow all students who 
are currently attending two days a week to increase to four days, 
but some grade levels do not have room to bring back those who 
are currently doing full remote or homeschooling. Space is   
tighter at CJL, particularly in K, 3rd and 4th grades. SMS also  
faces challenges accommodating all the current in-person       
students who want to do four days. Mr. Nelson said that, while 
the new Middle School itself is significantly larger than the old Jr. 
High, the individual classrooms are smaller, making it difficult to 
meet the guidelines for physical distancing. At SHS, they are 
looking into establishing overflow rooms for students to allow all 
students to be together in the building, but with some following 
along with their class virtually. 

He said transportation and meals are two other areas that will 
require a lot of planning and juggling to make them work. 

The Committee members were all strongly in favor of starting 
the transition to four in-person days as soon as possible, even if 
it is just with one grade at one school at a time. Several            
suggestions were offered and discussed. Mr. Nelson invited the 
Committee members to come and tour the buildings while school 
is in session, to get a better idea of the spacing issues. The tour 
was scheduled for Thursday, March 4. 

School Budget 

Mr. Nelson gave a recap of the final budget being presented to 
the Budget Committee, which is the result of many hours of    
review by the School Committee at workshops. Initially the 
budget was expected to increase by 14.4%. The planned          
expansion of the Pre-K program was then eliminated, saving 
over $900,000. Health insurance costs went down, a few          
positions were changed, a vehicle lease eliminated and other 
miscellaneous adjustments made to bring the total down further. 
Tuition revenue from Acton will increase along with some     
funding for Adult Education. The final budget is $56,615,424, a 

3.2% increase over the previous year. Most of this is the bond 
payment, which includes a principal payment for the first time. 

The School Department Budget can be viewed online at http://
sanfordme.apptegy.us/o/sanford-school-department/
browse/195383. The Budget Committee will review it at their 
meeting on March 11. 

Firefighters Support SRTC with Donation 

The School Committee has approved an agreement between the 
Sanford Schools Legacy Foundation and the Sanford Call         
Firefighters for naming rights to the SRTC’s Firefighting program 
and classrooms. In exchange for a $25,000 donation, the          
firefighting classrooms and labs will be named for the Sanford 
Springvale Call Firefighters. For three additional $1,000          
donations, classrooms will be named for Reverend Nelson Elliott, 
Richard Levesque, and Assistant Chief Keith Goodrich. They will 
also fund a commercial flag pole and granite plaque outside the 
apparatus bay to be dedicated to all members, past and present, 
of the Sanford Springvale Call Firefighters and Ladies Auxiliary. 
These funds will be used at the instructor’s discretion for items 
that are not already covered by the school budget or by other 
donations. The firefighters are continuing to raise funds to name 
the apparatus bay for Assistant Chief Steve Cutter, who passed 
away last year after a long illness. 

Promotion 

Jason Dudley, formerly head custodian at the Willard School, has 
been promoted to Assistant Facilities Director of the Sanford 
School District. 

 

More School Committee Meeting Highlights 
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 Police Log Digest 
2/19, 5:02p, Wm. Oscar Emery Dr. & Lincoln St., M/V accident – 
property damage, Report taken 

2/19, 5:58p, Roy Dr. & Kennebunk Rd., M/V accident – property 
damage, Report taken 

2/19, 10:17p, Witham St., Abuse/Neglect, Report taken 

2/20, 9:08p, River St., M/V stop, Summonsed 33 year old South 
Berwick resident: Failure to register vehicle more than 150 
days 

2/20, 9:23p, Main & Bridge Sts., Springvale, M/V stop,           
Summonsed 26 year old Sanford resident: Failure to register 
vehicle more than 150 days 

2/21, 10:52a, Goodwin St., Domestic disturbance, Investigated 

2/21, 11:29a, Hammond St., Domestic disturbance, Investigated 

2/21, 11:42p, Grammar Ave., Juvenile runaway, Report taken 

2/22, 8:44a, Main St., Sex offender register/verify, Report taken 

2/22, 2:46p, Mount Hope & Bauneg Beg Rds., M/V stop, Sum-
monsed 34 year old Sanford resident: Oper. after suspension 

2/22, 5:14p, Vermette Ln., Springvale, Animal complaint,       
Services rendered 

2/23, 8:14a, Payne St., Springvale, Drug incidents, Report taken 

2/23, 9:51a, Pine St., Springvale, Larceny/Forgery/Fraud,      
Services rendered 

2/23, 1:40p, Oak St. & Hanson Ridge Rd., Springvale, M/V        
accident – w/ EMS, multiple SFD units, Report taken 

2/24, 10:50a, Main St., Shoplifting, Arrested 39 year old          
Westbrook resident: Theft by unauthorized taking or transfer 
(2), Warrant 

2/24, 7:06p, Washington St., Disturbance, Summonsed 42 year 
old Sanford resident: Assault, Violating condition of release 

2/24, 11:50p, St. Louis St., Domestic disturbance, Arrested 35 
year old Sanford resident: Domestic violence assault, Theft by 
unauthorized taking or transfer 

2/25, 12:35p, Bougie Ln. & High St., Vandalism, Report taken 

2/25, 5:51p, River St., Serve summons, Summons issued 

2/25, 9:08p, Main St., Springvale, Burglar alarm, Investigated 

Please note: This represents just a small fraction of the calls      
Sanford PD responded to on these days. The complete logs, with 
names and addresses of those arrested and summonsed, can be 
found in the Department’s section of the city website at              
sanfordmaine.org. 

York County Senior College Spring Semester 

York County Senior College is inviting women & men age 50+ to 
join them for the start of their spring semester on March 29. 
Classes range from 3-8 weeks, and are $25.00 each with a      
current $25.00 registration fee. 

Here are a few of the Zoom classes being offered: 

THE REST OF THE STORY- is a continuation of Fred Boyle’s “The 
Way We Were,” and covers American History from the 1930’s 
through the Obama Presidency. 

REMEMBERING THE 50’S with Lorraine Dutile-Masure is one 
part history, one part personal recollections, one part music of 
the decade. 

TWO SIDES TO EVERY STORY- Mike Berkowitz will help us see 
both sides of the issues that trouble our society. The LEFT      
argues one way, the RIGHT another. Can we better understand 
the other perspective?  

BRING A BOOK TO ZOOM- Arlene Jackson continues with her 
very popular book group with participants discussing the books 
from cover to cover. 

INTRODUCTION TO MEDITATION- Jeff Goldsmith has been  
meditating 51 years as a Zen Buddhist & will provide his        
experience in your process. 

WRITING FROM MEMORY- John Forssen will guide participants 
to draw short stories from their memories. They don’t need to 
be autobiographical, yet should draw heavily from our             
experiences and our subsequent emotional responses.  

MASTERPIECES OF AMERICAN ART HISTORY- Robert Dunn will 
explore the salient history of American Art from its beginnings 
in the colonial era up until World War I, including painters such 
as Copley, Cassatt, Homer and others.  

In-person classes: 

BASIC DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY- Millet Day will take you OUT-
SIDE to help you learn basic camera settings including ISO, shut-
ter speed, aperture and white balance. You’ll go to Laudholm, 
Rachel Carson and other locations, including local beaches. 

PLEIN AIR PAINTING- Pat Wood will take you OUTSIDE to bring 
an awareness of outside colors, atmosphere and composition by 
sketching with watercolor or acrylic paint. 

Registration will be processed on line via Course Storm, using a 
credit or debit card. The full course listing and descriptions, and  
registration info are on the Senior College website at              
yorkcountyseniorcollege.org. Call 207-282-4030 with any    
questions. 
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Support a Great Cause—and Win! 

Waban is gearing up for their 50th annual telethon on March 20. 
This year raffle tickets will be sold online only. They have some 
great items you can win, including a new Apple iPad, a kayak 
from LL Bean, a new recliner from Landry’s Furniture Barn, and 
much more. They also have great gift baskets you can purchase. 
Visit waban.org/annual-telethon/ to learn more. 

The Springvale Library is having an online auction fundraiser 
to kick off Library Week, which is the first week in April. They 
have received some awesome donations so far, including a 
weekend getaway at Wells Beach, $400 teeth whitening at Great 
East Dental, golfing for 4 with a cart at Sanford Country Club, a 
gourmet meal delivered to the winner’s home, a car detailing 
package from Marc Motors, a handcrafted pair of BERNIE       
mittens – plus gift cards, themed baskets and more. Additional 
donations would be very welcome to help make this a great 
event for the Library. 

For the month of March, anyone who donates $5 to Strategies 
for a Stronger Sanford will have 1 chance ($10/2 chances, etc.) 
to win a private event for up to 5 people at Frannie’s Mini       
Donuts, where you can decorate a couple hundred mini donuts 
with fun flavors and decorations to enjoy yourself or give as 
gifts. Winner will be notified April 1 by email. When you support 
Strategies you are supporting all of their programs; Stuff the Bus, 
Right Brain Club, Sanford Police Cadets, The Back Pack Program, 
and East Side Youth Initiatives. Visit https://visufund.com/sfss-
earn-a-chance-for-this-months-gift-certificate to donate. 

Real Estate Transactions 

2/12, 12 Haig St., 5 room Ranch, 3 bed/1 bath, open concept, 
built 2004, $215,000 

2/16, 62 School St., 8 room Shingle Style Victorian, 4 bed/2 
bath, pocket doors, stained glass, $200,000 (pictured below) 

2/16, 774 Main St., 2 Duplexes, 3 bed & 1 bed units, vinyl siding, 
off street parking, $292,000 

2/17, 17 Harding St., 5 room Ranch, 3 bed/1 bath, slab, .58 
acres, fenced yard, $175,000 

2/18, 11 Vaness St., Two family, 3 bed/1 bath, hardwood floor, 
fenced yard, $230,000 

2/18, 11 Six-G Rd., Building lot, 1.68 acres, Urban zone, level and 
open, $60,000 

2/19, 10 Harrison St., Springvale, 4 room Bungalow, 2 bed/1 
bath, 3 season porch, fenced yard, $167,000 


