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The Sanford School Department is looking into bringing kids back to school four days per week, 
but the biggest barrier to this happening is staffing, in particular the need for substitute teachers 
who can step in when a teacher is out, or has to quarantine after Covid exposure. 

Despite what you may think, it’s not necessary to have a college degree to be a substitute teacher. 
A high school diploma or GED, and a love of kids are the primary requirements. A Maine criminal 
history records check (CHRC) is required of each applicant, who must be a US citizen, or have US 
residency or a work visa. The Department pays $120 per day for retired teachers, or subs with a 
four-year degree or teaching certificate. Subs without a degree or certificate earn $100 per day. 

It’s a great job for anyone who wants to keep busy and make a difference while the kids are in 
school. It can also be a springboard to a new career in education. 

Substitute ed techs are also needed. An ed tech works in the classroom with a teacher, providing 
support. The greatest need for ed techs is in special education classes. 

But it takes more than just educators to keep the schools open. The Department also needs     
substitute food service workers, custodians and administrative assistants to keep things running. 
These positions are paid on an hourly basis, and hours vary. 

For more information about all the deparment’s job openings, visit https://www.sanford.org/
page/employment-opportunities. 

Think you might be interested in substitute teaching, but don’t feel quite ready to jump into a 
classroom? Sanford Community Adult Education has a course for you! A two-night class, “Become 
a Substitute Teacher,” with Sandra Thompson, will give you the foundational skills to be a        
successful classroom sub. Discover the basic responsibilities of a sub, such as the process, duties, 
school and classroom orientation, interpreting/implementing plans, health & safety information, 
professionalism, and legal & ethical considerations. Explore how to work in the educational   
community, including behavioral and classroom management tips, age-appropriate learning 
strategies and more. The next session is scheduled for Monday, March 15, and Friday, March 19, 
at the Anderson Learning Center in Springvale. For more information and to register, visit:         
https://sanford.coursestorm.com/course/become-a-substitute-teacher. 
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Covid Update 
Sanford and Springvale saw a 
significant drop in new Covid-
19 cases this week, with 16 in 
Sanford and 3 in Springvale, 
for a total of 19 cases in our 
community. Last week there 
were 57 new cases. Our      
cumulative total of Covid   
cases is 1,263 since the      
pandemic began almost a year 
ago (1,013 in Sanford and 250 
in Springvale). 

Sanford/Springvale still leads 
the state of Maine in total  
cases per 1,000 residents, 
with 59.9. Westbrook is in 
second place with 55 cases 
per thousand. 

There have been 823 new 
cases of the virus in all of York 
County in the past two weeks. 

The anxiously awaited new 
vaccine center at the former 
Marshall’s store in South   
Sanford will have a soft   
opening on Monday,            
vaccinating just a few people, 
with the official opening on 
Tuesday, March 2. Appoint-
ments will be made through 
MaineHealth’s system, which 
can be accessed by calling 
(877) 780-7545. 

Sanford residents have other 
options for getting the Covid 
vaccine, too. Walgreen’s is 
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Community Calendar 

3/1 Red Cross Blood Drive @ Nasson 
Community Center, noon—5 pm 

3/1 School Committee, 6 pm 

3/2 Site Plan Review Committee, 9 am 

3/2 City Council, 6 pm 

3/3 Planning Board, 6:30 pm 

3/5 Deadline for SRTC Applications for 
2021-2022 School Year 

3/5 Haddock Supper to Go, must be  
preordered, pick up at St. Ignatius Gym, 
5—6 pm 

3/9 City Council Subcommittee Mtgs. 

3/10 Land Bank Authority 

3/11 Airport Advisory Committee,       
11 am 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 School Committee 2/22 Meeting Summary 

School Committee Member Jonathan Mapes apologized for comments he made at the 
February 8 meeting with regard to getting kids back in school more days per week. “My 
comment was unacceptable, for that I offer a genuine apology,” he said. Chair Don 
Jamison added, “Everybody in this room holds the entire staff in the highest esteem. 
Maybe we haven’t told them that enough.” 

Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson gave an update on construction projects at the 
various schools. He said the dust collection system in the welding shop at SRTC is     
finally working at an acceptable level. When the old carpeting on the library floor at the 
Converted Elementary School was removed, it was discovered that the floor is painted 
underneath. The paint will need to be removed in order for the new carpeting to      
adhere properly. Committee Member Amy Sevigny asked if that extra expense is really 
necessary. Mr. Nelson replied that the contractor won’t warrantee their work unless it 
is done. 

Mr. Nelson detailed an issue with Warren Mechanical, one of the subcontractors    
working on the High School, for work they did which they believed exceeded their   
obligation, but which the contractor thought was included in the contractual scope of 
work. Mediation was unsuccessful, and there is now a lawsuit pending. Mr. Nelson said 
the School Department will file to stay the case and move to arbitration. 

In his update on Sanford Community Adult Education, Mr. Mapes said they are working 
on adding a Driver Ed program, and are looking for an instructor. 

In his Covid update, Mr. Nelson said that the boys basketball teams are in quarantine, 
after a player on a team they played the previous week had been diagnosed with the 
virus. Several games have had to be cancelled as a result. 

He spoke next about the survey that was sent out to parents about having students 
back in school four days a week. He provided some preliminary numbers, but said the 
survey deadline was that night, so he expected the numbers to increase. They are   
looking at classroom spaces to figure out how all students can be accommodated under 
the distancing guidelines. More desks and personal protective equipment have been      
ordered. His main concern with bringing students back more days per week is having 
sufficient staff (see page 1 story). 

Ms. Sevigny gave an update on work of the School Naming Committee. She said the 
Committee received 454 responses to their recent survey, with 256 favoring naming 
the school for a person, and 198 for a locale or thing. The top five vote getters for a  
person’s name were Margaret Maurais, Sharon Remick, Allen Mapes, Brian Flanagan, 
and Joyce & George Willard. The Committee members appreciated the biographical 
information on each person supplied by Paul Auger. Among the votes for a locale or 
thing’s name, there were several variations proposed on Spartan Elementary, Sanford 
Elementary and Mousam Valley Elementary. Central Elementary and Main Street     
Elementary were also among the suggestions. The School Committee will make the 
final decision on the new name at its March 1 meeting. 

The Committee extended the Covid-related sick leave benefits, sick leave bank and 
compensation for additional Covid-related duties for another month. These will be 
monthly agenda items through the end of the pandemic. 
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Four City Council Subcommittees met on Tuesday, February 23. 
This is a brief summary of some of the items discussed at each. 

Municipal Operations and Property 

Public Works Director Matt Hill gave an update on the depart-
ment’s Fleet Management and Vehicle Replacement Programs. 
He said that the department has been hampered in sidewalk 
snow removal this winter because of mechanical issues with 
equipment. The MV sidewalk tractor, a 2020 model, is out of  
service more than in service, and he is considering pursuing a 
claim under Maine’s lemon law. Two other sidewalk vehicles are 
2005 models. He would like to use 2022 funds to purchase three 
new vehicles that are all the same make and model, with inter-
changeable parts and attachments, to alleviate the snow removal 
problems. He said the department is prioritizing snow removal 
and sidewalks for the next two years. City Counselor Jonathan 
Martell said he has been hearing complaints from residents 
about the sidewalks, and encouraged the lemon law claim. 

Mr. Hill also discussed the purchase of a new vacuum street 
sweeper, which has been planned for some time. It could not be 
purchased until now because Sanford’s streets were not in good 
enough condition – the sweeper tore the pavement up. Now that 
many of the city’s streets are in better condition, the time is right. 
The Department of Environmental Protection is paying most of 
the cost. The sweeper will remove phosphorous, a byproduct of 
vehicle exhaust that adheres to the roadway and gets flushed 
into waterways by storm runoff, polluting lakes and streams and 
killing fish. 

Dot Morin of York County Community Action Corporation told 
the Subcommittee that YCCAC has received grant money for 
three bus shelters to be placed in Sanford. One will be at the 
transit stop at Nasson Health Care. YCCAC is proposing a        
partnership with the city, under which the city would install and 
maintain the shelters and be able to place the other two where 
they would be best used. City Manager Steven Buck will work 
with Ms. Morin to come up with potential locations and report 
back to the Subcommittee. 

Public Safety 

Officer Eric Small of the Sanford Police Department gave an    
update on his outreach with the city’s homeless population. He 
said he is proactively contacting those people who routinely live 
outdoors in the summer, and encouraging them to make other 
arrangements, in an attempt to prevent that from happening this 
year. He also talked about his work with John Cross, the           
substance use disorder counselor for York County, whose       
position is funded through Maine’s OPTIONS program (Overdose 
Prevention Through Intensive Outreach, Naloxone and Safety). 
Officer Small told the Subcommittee that Sanford’s homeless 
issues are directly related to substance use and mental illness. 

Diane Gerry of Sanford Housing Authority had to leave the    
meeting early, but she left word that SHA will be having a vaccine 
clinic for residents of Sunset Towers, Village View and the       
Maples, who are age 70+, this week. Northern Lights, who does 
the flu clinics for SHA, will be providing the shots. 

Zoning 

There was a lengthy discussion about a solar power facility    
proposed to be built on land owned by Townhouse Properties, 
which has frontage on Hanson Ridge Road and Angola Street. The 
land is currently zoned Residential Development, but according 

Subcommittee Reports 

Continued on next page 
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to Planning Director Beth DellaValle, there are serious              
environmental constraints which would make any residential 
development extremely challenging. Possible solutions were 
discussed. While the Planning Board has considered this  proper-
ty in the past and chose not to make any zoning adjustments, it 
was noted that two of the members who were in opposition are 
no longer on the board. There was consensus among the         
Subcommittee members to send it back to the Planning Board  
for another try. Councilor Maura Herlihy, whose family owns 
Townhouse Properties, was not present for the discussion. 

Solid Waste 

Most of the meeting was devoted to discussion of the quality of 
the Pay As You Throw (PAYT) trash bags. Courtney Forrester 
from WasteZero, the company that produces the bags, was on 
hand to answer questions. She explained that the bags are made 
of recycled plastics in Hemingway, South Carolina. They are 
shipped to a warehouse in Agawam, Massachusetts, from which 
they are distributed to stores in New England. 

Ms. Forrester told the Subcommittee a Covid outbreak at the 
Agawam warehouse last year caused the bags to be unavailable 
for a short period of time. WasteZero began offering bags by  
mail directly to consumers at that point, but did not publicize  
the fact since they are not really set up for retail sales and      
shipping. This service is still available to those who are        
housebound. Information on how to order can be obtained    
from Sanford’s Department of Public Works. 

Counselor John Tuttle said he often hears complaints from       
residents about the poor quality of the bags. “They have to      

address these issues if they want to retain our business,” he said. 
DPW Director Matt Hill said anyone with defective bags can 
bring them to the DPW’s office for a replacement. 

Counselor Maura Herlihy said many of the problems are with the 
drawstrings. Ms. Forrester said the drawstrings are not meant to 
be handles, and can’t necessarily hold the weight of a full bag. 

A full presentation on the PAYT bags is scheduled for the March 
16 City Council meeting. 

Subcommittees….continued from page 3 

joining Walmart this week as another place to get the shot. Walk-
ins are not accepted; you must have an appointment. To schedule 
an appointment at Walgreen’s in Springvale, call 1-800-
Walgreens or visit walgreens.com/schedulevaccine. To schedule 
an appointment at the Walmart in South Sanford, visit 
walmart.com/covidvaccine. 

You must be age 70 or over to get an appointment at any location, 
but the next phase, for people age 65-69, is expected to begin very 
soon, possibly the first week of March. 

The Department of Health and Human Services announced on 
Thursday that next week’s vaccine allocation for the state of 
Maine will be the largest to date. 

As of February 25, more than 16% of all Maine residents have 
received the first dose of the Covid vaccine, while 8.2%  have   
received both doses. 

Covid….continued from page 1 


