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At its February 16 meeting,   
the Sanford City Council     
unanimously approved two 
new contracts dealing with 
solid waste and recycling. 

The first was a five-year       
extension of the contract with 
Casella Resource Solutions to 
pick up and dispose of our 
trash, and haul our recyclables 
to EcoMaine. A two-year or 
three-year extension had also 
been considered by the Solid 
Waste Subcommittee, but it 
was determined that the five-
year extension was the best value. City Manager Steven Buck pointed out that we don’t have 
many other options, as Casella has bought up the competition and cornered the market. 

Mr. Buck explained that the city looked into an automated system for picking up recycling, in 
which all Sanford households would have special recycling containers, and a truck would pick up 
and empty them automatically. The problem with this system is that it does not allow for inspec-
tion of the recyclables to ensure that they are not contaminated with non-recyclable materials. 

In the past few years, contamination has become a major issue, resulting in China stopping      
importation of recyclables from America. This caused the markets for recyclables to plummet. 
EcoMaine now levies substantial financial penalties if recyclables are contaminated. Mr. Buck 
said that our agreement with Casella has their operators visually inspecting each container     
before they tip it into the truck. Because of this, Sanford has a very low contamination rate,   
keeping the cost down. 

The second contract was a five-year renewal of the city’s deal with EcoMaine, to dispose of our 
recyclables. This includes increasing the cost of a sleeve of the Pay-As-You-Throw trash bags by 
one dollar, to $14.50. The price increase would take effect July 1. 

Councilor Robert Stackpole, who chairs the Solid Waste Subcommittee, explained that the price 
increase was needed to minimize the effect on the property tax rate. He said that the PAYT bag 
system spreads the cost of dealing with the town’s solid waste more fairly among all Sanford  
citizens, not just property tax payers. 

The City Council will need to amend a separate ordinance to officially increase the bag price. 
Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio said that would be a good time to discuss the quality of the bags as 
well. 

Mr. Buck noted that the Covid-19 pandemic has actually boosted demand for recycled paper and 
cardboard. As online shopping has skyrocketed, the market for cardboard shipping cartons, 
which include recycled material, has increased. Maine companies that make the cardboard have 
benefited. 

By timing both contracts to expire in the same year, the city will then have the option to look 
elsewhere for hauling, disposal of trash and recycling. The City of Rochester, NH, was mentioned 
as a possibility. 
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Covid Update 
While new cases of Covid-19 
are declining in most Maine 
cities and towns, this week 
Sanford and Springvale saw 
an increase in new cases  
compared to last week. 45 
new cases of the virus were 
recorded in Sanford this 
week, and 12 in Springvale, 
for a total of 57 in our com-
munity. (Compare that to 
Portland, which had 60 new 
cases this week, but with 
more than three times our 
population.) 

There have been 1,244 total 
cases of Covid in Sanford/
Springvale since the pandemic 
began. Our community still 
leads the state of Maine in 
number of cases per 1,000 
residents, at 59 (averaged 
between the two zip codes). 

There have been 640 new 
cases of the virus in York 
County as a whole in the past 
two weeks 

In his report to the City   
Council this week, City      
Manager Steven Buck said 
there are still four outbreaks 
in Sanford: at the High School, 
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Community Calendar 

2/22 Red Cross Blood Drive @ North 
Parish Church, noon—6 pm 

2/22 School Committee Budget      
Workshop, 4 pm 

2/22 School Committee Meeting, 6 pm 

2/23 City Council Subcommittee     
Meetings 

2/23 SRTC Virtual Recruitment Open 
House, 6—7:30 pm 

2/24 Land Bank Authority, 8:45 am 

2/24 School Committee Budget           
Workshop, 4 pm 

2/25 Bath Iron Works Drive-Thru     
Hiring Event, York County Career     
Center, Springvale, 9 am—3 pm 

 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 More From the 2/16 City Council Meeting 
Councilor Robert Stackpole spoke about the Zoning Subcommittee’s discussion on   
possible zoning changes to allow for retail marijuana sales. He called it a good starting 
point, but added they are still in the very preliminary stages. The Zoning Subcommittee 
also discussed allowing restaurants to offer outdoor dining again once the weather 
warms, and whether to allow it on a temporary or permanent basis. 

In his report, City Manager Steven Buck presented some information from a joint study 
being conducted by the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and the town of Kittery. The infor-
mation is pertinent, as hundreds of workers commute daily from Sanford to the Ship-
yard. He said that regional transportation for workers there and at other major em-
ployers (such as Pratt & Whitney) is a big consideration. A Park and Ride for Sanford is 
planned, and may be located on city-owned property next to Cumberland Farms on 
Emerson St. A regional housing study to address workforce needs is also underway. 

Councilor Lucas Lanigan motioned to add an item to the meeting’s agenda, to request a 
review with opinion from the city’s attorney on Councilor Lanigan’s removal from his 
subcommittee assignments by Mayor Mastraccio at the February 2 meeting. Councilor 
Jonathan Martell seconded the motion, but it failed on a 5-2 vote. 

Under public participation, Jen Davie reported on the Sanford Backpack Program’s  
distribution of 100,000 pounds of food at Sanford High School the previous week, and 
thanked volunteers. Former Town Councilor Brad Littlefield spoke about the City  
Charter as a friend who is not being respected by the Mayor and City Council. “Please 
don’t cancel this friendship,” he said. 

The Council unanimously approved rezoning a parcel of land next to the former       
Bonanza restaurant, from Single Family Residential to Urban. The Bonanza property is 
being purchased by Quirk Automotive. Quirk will expand the building and move its VIP 
Auto Service Center there from the current location adjacent to Alumni Boulevard. 

The Council unanimously approved the purchase of a compact truck loader with trailer 
and attachments, for the Sanford-Seacoast Regional Airport to use in fulfilling its 
maintenance contract for the solar installation. 

Ashley M. Gerry was appointed to the Board of Appeals. 

The Council unanimously approved the purchase of a 2016 Kenworth T880 to replace a 
2001 Mack truck in the Public Works Department’s fleet. The Mack is starting to have 
escalating repair costs. The Kenworth will be used for transporting equipment. The 
purchase is part of the PWD’s Fleet Management program, and is funded from the   
Capital Improvements Plan. 

After a lengthy presentation by Mr. Buck, the Council unanimously approved             
forwarding the city budget to the Budget Committee as the next step in the budget   
process. [Look for an upcoming story on the proposed budget.] 

Mayor Mastraccio motioned to appoint Councilor Martell to fill Councilor Lanigan’s 
place on the Fire Station Feasibility Working Group, and Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy 
to fill his place on the Solid Waste Subcommittee, with Councilor Lanigan’s position on 
the Land Bank Authority remaining unfilled at this time. The discussion began in a civil 
fashion but became heated over the next 25 minutes, with raised voices and frequent 
interruptions. Ultimately, as the meeting was nearing the four-hour mark, the Council 
voted 5-2 to approve the replacements, with Councilors Lanigan and Martell voting in 
opposition. 
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Fishing Derby Winners 
There was a great turnout at Winterfest on Saturday, February 
13, for the Ice Fishing Derby on Number One Pond. 53 kids     
participated and many fish were caught. 

In the Large Mouth Bass category, Logan Cormack, age 14, won 
the blue ribbon with a 16 ¼ inch fish. Olivia Lovejoy, age 3, won 
second place with her 16 inch fish, and Hannah Morgan, age 13, 
took third prize for her 15 ½ inch catch. 

Nine year old Grace Grant (below, right) took home first prize in 
the Pickerel category, with a whopping 24 incher. Braden 
Sanborn caught the second and third place winners at 22 ¾   
inches and 21 1/8 inches respectively. 

In the Yellow Perch category, Ryan Lovejoy (below, left), age 9 
was the big winner with a 13 ¼ inch fish. 

 

Middle School, Newton Center and at Flemish Master Weavers. 
He talked about the new vaccine center at the Center For Shop-
ping in South Sanford. The opening date has been pushed back 
to February 25 or 26. Electricians and IT personnel have been 
working there this week getting the center ready. He said that 
MaineHealth staff will be doing the vaccinations, while other 
staff for the center may be provided by York County municipali-
ties. EMTs may be involved in vaccinating homebound people, 
but that has not been worked out yet. He also gave a very help-
ful explanation of how to find and track Covid information on 
the Maine CDC’s website. 

At the York County Commissioners’ meeting on Wednesday, 
York County Emergency Management Director Art Cleaves said 
the Sanford vaccine center will be open eight hours a day, six 
days a week initially, with plans to increase those hours as 
more vaccine becomes available. He said the Sanford Police 
Department will be providing security for the clinic. 

All registrations for appointments may be done through Maine-
Health’s existing vaccine registration system at (877) 780-
7545. It’s all done by phone, no computer is necessary. Even if 
you are under age 70, you can still call that number now to    
pre-register. MaineHealth has begun reaching out to people on 
a weekly basis to let them know they have a place in line. 
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Mousam Promenade Taking Shape 
The Mousam Promenade, a planned 10-foot wide multi-modal 
(pedestrian/bike) path around Number One Pond, took a step 
closer to fruition this week, when the City Council voted to     
accept a grant of $400,000 from the Safe Routes to School        
initiative. The funds are targeted toward the portion of the path 
along William Oscar Emery Drive and Riverside Avenue. 

Safe Routes to School is a federal program that works to make it 
safe, convenient, and fun for children to walk and bicycle to and 
from schools. The goal is to get more children walking and       
bicycling to school, improve kids’ safety, and increase health and 
physical activity. 

The plan for the Promenade includes replacing the roundabout 
at the bottom of Front St. with a T-intersection. This will make 
the road safer and more pedestrian-friendly, while also creating 
more green space. The Promenade will be created entirely in the 
existing right-of-way, with no property being taken. 

Public Works Director Matt Hill told the Council that the original 
idea for the Promenade came from Lee Burnett of the Trails 
Committee. It is planned to be constructed in 2023 with funding 
from the city’s Capital Improvement Plan and other sources. The 
Planning Board will have opportunities to weigh in on the        
project as the plans are developed. 

Two complete laps around the Promenade will equal 5K. It is 
anticipated that it will draw walkers, runners and bicyclists from 
the surrounding area to Sanford. The engineering consulting firm 
of Gorrill Palmer will do a parking study to identify where       
additional parking spaces could be created along the route. 

Westside Village Smoke Test 

The Sanford Sewerage District and Public Works Department 
will be conducting a smoke test of the sewer and water systems 
the week of February 22. Westside Village encompasses the  
following roadways:  Twombley Rd (Main St to Kimball St),    
Kimball St (Main St to Twombley Rd), Prescott St, & Shaw St.  

The smoke may enter your home or business if you have         
defective plumbing or a plumbing fixture has not been used in 
quite some time.  If your building has a sump pump that          
discharges to a sanitary line (which is not legal), it will likely 
allow the smoke to enter the basement area. 

If smoke does enter your place of occupancy, there is good     
reason to assume that dangerous and or obnoxious sewer gases 
may also be entering the building as well. 

If there is any individual in your home or business who has a 
special medical condition, such as respiratory problems, or is 
immobile: please notify the Sewer District at  324-5313 as soon 
as possible so they can make some pre-test accommodations.  


