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The five members of the Sanford School Committee have directed Superintendent of Schools Matt 
Nelson to figure out how to have students in schools more days per week. Except when a school 
or class goes to full remote learning because of an outbreak, most Sanford students are taught on 
a hybrid model, with two days a week of in-school instruction, and three days of remote learning 
at home. 

At their February 8 meeting, School Committee members heard comments from some frustrated 
parents. Evan Levesque said the data shows that it is safe for kids to be in school four days a 
week. He pointed out that parents who don’t want their kids in school have a choice, but parents 
who want them in school have no choice. 

Danielle, the parent of two Carl J. Lamb School students, said her first grader, who is going to 
school four days a week under a Title 1 program, has made amazing progress, while her second 
grader, on the hybrid model, is losing focus. 

Not all parents who commented were in favor of more in-person learning. Committee Chair Don 
Jamison quoted an email from one who said she was more concerned about stopping the spread 
of Covid. 

Superintendent Nelson went over some data showing how many days per week local schools are 
doing in-person education. 

 Kennebunk, Buxton and Sanford have all or most students learning in person two days a 
week. 

 Old Orchard Beach has all students attending school in person four days a week. 

 Wells/Ogunquit and Waterboro have all students attending in person five days a week. 

 Other districts, including Biddeford, Kittery and the Berwicks, have younger students in 
school four or five days a week, with older students attending in person two days a week. 

Committee member Amy Sevigny pointed out that Waterboro has had fewer Covid cases than 
Sanford, despite having a full in-person schedule. She said kids getting together on remote days 
could be contributing to community spread of the virus, and that school might in fact be a safer 
place for them. “We definitely need to start transitioning” back to in-person education, she added. 

School Committee member Paula Cote spoke about her own        
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Covid Update 
New cases of Covid-19       
continue to decline in Sanford 
and Springvale. The latest 
weekly update, with data as of 
February 7, shows 43 new 
cases of the virus in Sanford 
and 8 in Springvale, for a total 
of 51 new cases in our       
community. This is down from 
the previous week’s total of 
59 new cases. The cumulative 
total now stands at 952 in 
Sanford and 235 in 
Springvale,  a total of 1,187. 

There were 829 new cases in 
York County as a whole, for 
the two-week period ending 
February 7. This is less than 
half of the new cases recorded 
in the previous two-week  
period, when the post-holiday 
surge was at its peak. 

Sanford still has the highest 
number of total cases per 
1,000 residents of any zip 
code in Maine, at 58. The 
Springvale zip code is number 
five in the state, with 50 cases 
per 1,000 residents. 

Walmart is now making     
appointments for Covid     
vaccinations on the compa-
ny’s website, Walmart.com. 

School Committee Wants Kids Back in School 

Continued on page 4 
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Community Calendar 

2/13 & 2/14 Winterfest at Gowen Park 
& Number One Pond 

2/13 Red Cross Blood Drive @ Preble 
Lodge #143, 10 am—3 pm 

2/14 Sanford Community Forest Walk 

2/16 Site Plan Review Committee, 9 am 

2/16 City Council Meeting, 6 pm 

2/17 Planning Board Meeting, 6:30 pm 

2/22 Red Cross Blood Drive @ North 
Parish Church, noon—6 pm 

2/22 School Committee Meeting, 6 pm 

2/23 SRTC Virtual Recruitment Open 
House, 6—7:30 pm 

2/25 Bath Iron Works Drive-Thru     
Hiring Event, York County Career     
Center, Springvale, 9 am—3 pm 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 Lanigan to Fight Removal 
City Councilor Lucas Lanigan told the York County Coast Star this week that he plans to 
challenge his removal by Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio from the Council’s advisory 
subcommittees on the grounds that it violates Sanford’s City Charter. 

At the City Council’s meeting on February 2, Councilor Lanigan was removed from his 
positions on the Solid Waste Subcommittee, the Fire Station Feasibility Committee and 
the Land Bank Authority, after complaints from residents about a post on his personal 
Facebook page. The post read “Communities have local budget control over schools. No 
kids in school! No school budget! #defundteachersunion.” The post was later deleted. 

Mr. Lanigan told the Coast Star that his Facebook post was not in reference to Sanford, 
but was in response to a story in national news media about the Chicago school system. 
He called the Mayor’s action to remove him from his subcommittee assignments “one 
of the most divisive actions ever taken by an elected official without due process.” 

Sanford’s Charter does not specifically name the Council’s advisory subcommittees, but 
it does grant the Council as a whole the right to “appoint members of all other City 
boards, commissions, and committees created by the Council or established by the 
Charter.” (Section 205.1) 

The Council’s Rules and Order of Business, however, grant that right to the Mayor: “City 
Council Representation on any additional committees and/or boards shall be            
designated by the Mayor after full discussion by the City Council.” (Section 41) 

The latest version of the Rules and Order of Business was adopted by the Council on 
January 19 by a unanimous vote. The amended rules include the following: “When and 
if an individual elected official makes any comment on any City-owned social media 
site (or on his/her personal social media), the elected official should make it clear that 
the comment is made in his or her personal capacity and not on behalf of the City or 
City Council. If there is any ambiguity, the elected official should refrain from such  
comments until he/she has sought guidance from the Mayor or the Council as a whole.” 
No objection to this amendment was raised by any Councilor. 

However, Section 30 reads: “When any member shall be guilty of a breach of any of 
these Rules, said member may, on motion, be admonished or censured or may be      
required to make satisfaction therefore by taking such action or refraining from such 
conduct as may be stated in the motion, and shall not be allowed to vote or speak      
except by way of apology or excuse, until such satisfaction has been made.” There is no 
mention of other possible disciplinary action. 

Councilor Lanigan’s removal from the subcommittees, and Mayor Mastraccio’s           
reappointments, will be on the agenda for the Council’s meeting on February 16. 

  

Subscription Service 
In response to requests, we are now offering a subscription service for the print     
edition of the Sanford Springvale News. For $50/50 issues, or $25/25 issues, we will 
mail a copy to your home or office each week. Purchasing a subscription for your   
older friends and family members is a great way to show them you care! 

Send a check or money order to Sanford Springvale News, PO Box 553, Springvale ME 
04083.  We also accept Paypal to sanfordspringvalenews@outlook.com. 



3 

Sports Notes 

Basketball takes no vacation! On Wednesday, February 17, the 
Boys First Team will play Biddeford at 10:00 a.m., Boys JV will 
play Noble at 11:30 and Boys Varsity will play Noble at 1:00 p.m. 
These are all home games which will be streamed on WSSR-TV’s 
YouTube channel. The Girls Varsity team will travel to Noble for 
a game at 11:30 a.m., and Girls JV will play at Biddeford at 4:30. 

Sanford Soccer needs your help! After having to make the hard 
decision to cancel last year’s season due to the pandemic, they 
are in high hopes of being able to have a Spring and Fall season 
in 2021. They need board members, coaches, and other volun-
teers to make it happen. The soccer facilities here are some of 
the best in the state, and they host the largest travel team tour-
nament in Maine. Sanford Soccer offers programs for kids ages 4 
to 13. With your help, this 30+ year old organization will        
continue to do so for many more years. Email Michael Hludik at                              
Mychael93@gmail.com to find out more. 

Governor Janet Mills has signed an Executive Order to create a 
“Free Fishing License Week” from Saturday, February 13 – 
Sunday February 21. In order to participate in “Free Fishing   
License Week”, people need to register online at                    
mefishwildlife.com/icefishing. Any person who registers may 
fish for free without a license on Maine’s lakes and ponds from 
February 13-February 21, 2021, except those who have had 
their license suspended or revoked. All other rules and            
regulations, including bag and possession limits, apply. 

The logo from the gym floor at the Nasson Community Center 
has been cut out and saved. It will be hung on the wall when the 
remodeling is finished. 

 

Explore the 

Sanford Community Forest 

Three Rivers Land Trust is hosting walks of the proposed     
Sanford Community Forest, with the first one scheduled for 
Sunday, February 14 (weather permitting). The other dates are 
March 14 and April 11. 

The trail is a little less than two miles and is expected to take no 
more than 2 hours to complete. For the February walk, snow-
shoes are recommended, but participants can also try using 
cross country skis or snow boots if desired. 

The walks are being led by Three Rivers’ Executive Director, 
Cheri Brunault, and Development Director Ruth Gutman. The 
walks will begin at the Oak St. parking area, and head toward 
one of the scenic wetland overlook points. There will be brief 
stops to discuss aspects of the overall project, such as the      
history of the property, the reasons for pursuing community-
driven conservation of this forest, the vision for the land’s     
future, and the status of the fundraising efforts. They also want 
feedback from participants — what makes a property like this 
appealing to them, and what features of the future Community 
Forest are they most interested in seeing realized? 

To participate in any of the walks, please register on the web-
site at https://www.3rlt.org/walk-with-us/ or contact Cheri 
(cheri@3rlt.org, 207.358.9695) or Ruth (ruth@3rlt.org, 
207.370.4191). If they need to cancel the walk, they will inform 
those who have signed up. 

The Sanford Community Forest is a 550-acre parcel of  undevel-
oped land in Springvale, bordering the town of  Lebanon. Three 
Rivers is raising funds to purchase the property to protect its 
ecological health, while keeping it available for public            
recreation and traditional uses. The property is part of the    
former LaValley Lumber forests, and extends from Oak Street 
(Route 11A) to the Rail Trail in one direction, and from Harry 
Howes Road to the border with Lebanon in the other direction. 
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children’s experiences with attending school on a mostly remote 
basis. She said although they were keeping their grades up,   
emotionally they were struggling, with isolation and depression 
becoming issues. “The sooner we try to open up the schools, the 
better,” she said. “even if we have to do it in stages, starting with 
the elementary, then moving on to the middle and high schools.” 
She also pointed out the stress on families who need to have  
parents working full time to make ends meet. 

Superintendent Nelson said while he supports the goal of        
returning to in-person learning, there are a few challenges. One 
is the Governor’s Executive Order limiting gatherings to 50    
people, which would affect the cafeteria. Another is a chronic 
staffing shortage. Teachers have to quarantine when they have 
been exposed to a positive case of the virus, but the school     
department has difficulty finding enough substitutes to cover for 
them. A shortage of food service workers is also a problem. 

Committee member John Roux said he didn’t believe there was a 
perfect solution, but that Mr. Levesque’s statement about the 
lack of choice for parents was “an eye-opening moment for me…
we need to start to move forward.” 

Committee member Jonathan Mapes agreed. “I think you’re  
hearing loud and clear that the schools need to reopen,         
somehow, someway.” He added that for some kids, school is a 
safe haven from a stressful or abusive home environment. 

Mr. Jamison also referred to the social and emotional impact on 
kids, and the lack of choice for parents. “That’s where we need to 
start…figuring out if we can get classes opened up for the parents 
who want them back four or five days a week.” 

Committee members agreed that, even if Sanford schools go back 
to full in-person learning, a remote option should still be offered 
for those parents who want it. 

A short survey will be sent to parents to determine their interest 
in more in-person education, so that the school department can 
begin to plan for the transition. 

School Committee….continued from page 1 

Business Notes 

The Sanford/Springvale Chamber Ambassador Committee 
helped cut the ribbon at Sanford Sound‘s new showroom and 
fabrication store now located at the roundabout on the corner of 
Main Street and Rt. 4 in Sanford Maine. The new state of the art 
8,000 square foot facility boasts an interactive showroom with 
audio for any power sports vehicles, side by sides, jet skis,     
motorcycles, boats, golf carts and more. They also specialize in 
LED lighting, remote vehicle starters, and tracking devices. 

Sanford Insurance Agency has closed their Main St. office, but 
will continue offering all of their services through their virtual 
agency at sanfordins.com. You can also contact Dan and Sarah by 
email at sfisher@sanfordins.com or by phone at 490-5330. 

Southern Maine Health Care’s Walk-In Center in Sanford is once 
again caring for non-respiratory patients – for all your strains, 
sprains, injuries and more. Non-respiratory care is by               
appointment only. Extensive precautions and processes are in 
place to ensure the safety of patients, escorts and staff. Call 490-
7900 to make an appointment. 


