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While most of the recent media focus has been 
on the high volume “mega center” Covid       
vaccination clinics being set up around the 
state, here in Sanford, Southern Maine Health 
Care has been quietly going about the business 
of getting York County residents vaccinated. 

At the Sanford Medical Center (formerly 
Goodall Hospital), six vaccine clinics have been 
held so far, vaccinating approximately 1,440 
people in Phases 1A (health care workers and 
first responders) and 1B (people age 70 and 
over) to date. Vaccinations are given by ap-
pointment only, scheduled through the Maine-
Health call center. Appointments are scheduled 
about a week in advance, to ensure availability 
of both vaccine and staff. 

SMHC Communications Director Allison Kenty 
said there have been a few no-shows, but they 
have been able to backfill those slots so neither 
vaccine nor staff time is wasted. 

Thirteen staff members are needed to run the 
clinic, including a manager. There is also always 
a physician assigned to take calls or answer 
questions that arise. “It has been a privilege for 
myself and our Chief Medical Officer, Michael 
Albaum, MD, to help plan and play a part in this 
vaccination effort. Each person who receives a 
vaccine is leaving our clinics feeling more reas-
sured, visibly relieved, and very appreciative. 
Each vaccinated person also represents an ad-
vancement against the fight against Covid-19, 
toward a healthier community,” said Susan 
Keiler, Southern Maine Health Care’s COVID 
Vaccine Administrative Lead. 

On Wednesday, the new high volume Scar-
borough Downs clinic began vaccinating pa-
tients. Earlier this week, Dr. Nirav Shah of 
Maine CDC confirmed publicly that a high vol-
ume site is being planned for Sanford as well. 
Seacoast Online is reporting that York County 
Commissioners will vote on Friday, February 5 
to authorize a lease for the former Marshall's 
store at the Center For Shopping in South San-
ford, for the clinic. 

Sanford City Manager Steven Buck told the City 
Council this week that the high volume center is 
being set up by York County Unified Command, 
which is comprised of the Incident Manage-

ment Team (made up of York County Emergen-
cy Management Agency and Sanford police and 
fire personnel), SMHC/MaineHealth, and York 
Hospital coordinating with Maine CDC. York 
County EMA Director Art Cleaves said this week 
that the new Sanford center will be staffed by 
employees from both SMHC/MaineHealth and 
York Hospital. The goal is to have it open by 
February 15. 

A note to our readers age 70 and over: If you 
have registered with MaineHealth and have not 
yet received a call back, please know that they 
are only making appointments a week in      
advance, once they know how much vaccine 
they will receive. They do not want to schedule 
appointments and then have to cancel them. 
Even if you have not received a call back, you 
still have a place in line, and when your turn 
comes they will call you. If you are age 70 or 
over and have not registered, please call (877) 
780-7545 to do so. If you are under age 70 you 
may call the same number to pre-register and 
save your place in line. You do not need to be a 
patient of MaineHealth to register with them. 

York Hospital is also scheduling vaccinations at 
yorkhospital.com/vaccines/ or by calling (207) 
752-8685, but they do not register patients in 
advance, only when they have the vaccine in 
hand. The state is working on setting up a 
statewide online vaccine registration portal, 
but it will likely be weeks before that is ready. 

Your Maine Source for Information 

SMHC Forging Ahead with Vaccinations 

Covid Update 

While the virus is still spread-
ing here in Sanford and 
Springvale, the good news is 
that the rate of spread has 
slowed significantly from the 
post-holiday peak. 

This week's Covid numbers: 
We have 45 new cases in San-
ford and 14 in Springvale, for 
a total of 59 new cases of 
Covid-19 in our community. 
New cases are down again for 
the third straight week. 

Cumulative totals are: San-
ford, 909; Springvale, 227; 
Total, 1,136. 

There were 1,099 new cases 
in York County for the two-
week period ending January 
31. This is a big drop from the 
previous two-week period, 
which saw 1,788 cases. 

Dr. Andy Powell of SMHC gets his Covid vaccination. 

Visit our website at            

sanfordspringvalenews.com 

for more content, including 

the Police Log Digest and  

Real Estate Transactions.  

Subscribe to the email edition 

and never miss a story! 
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Community Calendar 

2/6 Amazing Grace: The American   
Spiritual, free live stream on WSSR-TV, 
7 pm 

2/8 Blood Drive @ Nasson Community 
Center, 11 am—4 pm 

2/8 School Committee, 6 pm 

2/9 Property Subcommittee, 8:30 am 

2/9 Public Safety Subcommittee, 11 am 

2/9 Zoning Subcommittee, 1 pm 

2/9 Solid Waste Subcommittee, 3 pm 

2/10 Land Bank Authority, 8:45 am 

2/10 Design Review Committee, 6 pm 

2/11 Final Public Hearing on Westside 
Village reconstruction project, 6 pm 

2/13-2/14 Winterfest @ #1 Pond & 
Gowen Park 

2/15-2/19 Winter Vacation Camp 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 Lanigan Removed from Subcommittees 
At the City Council’s meeting on February 2, Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio stripped 
Councilor Lucas Lanigan of his subcommittee assignments after receiving a number of 
letters and emails complaining about a post he made on his personal Facebook page. 

In the post, which has since been deleted, he wrote “Communities have local budget  
control over schools. No kids in school! No school budget! #defundteachersunion.” 

Ms. Mastraccio read some of the letters and emails and said they would all be included 
in the minutes of the meeting. One from Councilor Ayn Hanselmann expressed her belief 
that the post violated the Council’s Code of Conduct and Rules and Order of Business. 

The Council’s recently amended Rules and Order of Business, which were adopted by a 
unanimous vote at the January 19 Council meeting, state: “Individual elected officials 
should understand that even when they are engaging in off-duty conduct, including use 
of social media sites, their actions, words and behavior may reflect upon themselves and 
the City Council. When and if an individual elected official makes any comment on any 
City-owned social media site (or on his/her personal social media), the elected official 
should make it clear that the comment is made in his or her personal capacity and not 
on behalf of the City or City Council. If there is any ambiguity, the elected official should 
refrain from such comments until he/she has sought guidance from the Mayor or the 
Council as a whole.” 

Councilor Hanselmann’s letter went on to say, “Councilor Lanigan is well known in his 
role as a Council member and in our community. This post does not specifically indicate 
that it was his personal opinion and not that of the Council as a whole. This is a serious 
concern to me personally, that this post could be construed to be at all reflective of the 
Council as a whole.” 

Another letter, from Beth Letourneau, Director of Counseling at Sanford High School, 
read, “I was disappointed to see how a representative of the people of Sanford/
Springvale could post something that, as an educator, felt like an attack. I am aware that 
Councilor Lanigan has behaved in a similar fashion several other times on social media 
and apologized publicly. I am concerned that this is no longer an isolated incident, but 
rather a pattern of behavior.” 

After reading several letters, Mayor Mastraccio said “There must be consequences to 
ignoring requests to abide by our duly agreed upon code of conduct and rules of         
procedure. Therefore, effective immediately, Councilor Lanigan is removed from all  
subcommittee work. I will be appointing new Councilors in his place on the Solid Waste 
Committee, the Fire Station Feasibility Group and the Land Bank Authority Commission. 
Any necessary Council action in this regard will be scheduled at the next regular      
meeting of the Council, but I will be making those reappointments tomorrow. I will   
revisit this decision in three months. It pains me to take this action, but I feel I have no 
other recourse. Words matter.” 

In the Comments segment at the end of the meeting, Councilor Jonathan Martel said 
“The First Amendment is important. Many topics are controversial, we must remember 
that everyone is entitled to their opinion…(Councilor Lanigan) was intending to express 
his personal opinion and frustration with the lack of in-person classes this year.” 

Councilors Robert Stackpole and Maura Herlihy expressed agreement with the Mayor’s 
action. 

Councilor Lanigan did not respond to a request for comment. 
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  Major Road Projects Planned  
At the February 2 City Council meeting, Sanford Public Works 
Director Matt Hill gave a presentation on upcoming Maine      
Department of Transportation plans for our community,         
including several major construction projects, totaling many 
miles of roadway, planned for this year. 

Four of our major arterials will have resurfacing work in 2021: 

 Route 202 from the urban compact line east of Sanford  
Medical Center to the Alfred town line 

 Route 109 from just beyond the roundabout in South       
Sanford, to the Wells line 

 The other end of Route 202, from the Lebanon line to the 
urban compact line (about where the Great Works River 
crosses) 

 Route 4 from the roundabout to the North Berwick line 

Mount Hope Rd. will also undergo full reconstruction this year. 

Smaller MDOT projects for 2021 include the replacement of a 
large culvert on Lebanon Road, which has been a chronic   
maintenance issue, and resurfacing Goodwin’s Bridge Road. 

The Westside Village project, which will reconstruct Shaw 
Street, Prescott Street, and portions of Kimball Street and 
Twombley Road, is planned for this summer. This is a city of 
Sanford Capital Improvement Plan project, not a Maine DOT  
project. The final public hearing on the project will be held 
(virtually) on Thursday,   February 11. Links to more                
information about the projects are on the city’s website at    
sanfordmaine.org.  

 

 

 

 

Winterfest! February 13-19 
Sanford Parks and Recreation have a full week of activities 
planned (snow and ice permitting!) to celebrate winter and keep 
the kids busy. 

On Saturday, February 13, there will be a free ice fishing derby 
for kids 15 and younger, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at #1 Pond. 
Over $300 in prizes will be given away. Register from 7:30 to 
9:00. Equipment and bait will be available. 3 trap limit. Parents, 
please support your kids. Free hot chocolate, coffee and donut 
holes. 

Subzero will create an ice sculpture at the pond from 10:30 to 
11:30. There will be a display of the Jr. Duck Stamp Art Contest 
entries as well. 

Feeling energetic? You can ice skate on the pond, too! Or sled, 
board and ski at Gowen Park all day. There will be a BBQ at the 
ice fishing set up area from 11:00 to 11:30. Sliders and skaters 
welcome. Sledding and skating at the park and pond continues 
on Sunday, February 14. 

Rather be indoors? Rock-n-Glo Bowl will be happening at Bowl-a
-Rama from noon to 2:00 p.m., reservations required. $12      
includes shoe rental, slice of pizza and soda. Offered all week, 
except Sunday. Shain’s of Maine is offering a cone or cookie 
sandwich for $1, just mention “Jeff’s Recreation Special.” 

There’s also a Snow Sculpture Contest! Build it in your yard and 
enter to win gift cards. Call the Rec office at 324-9130 to enter. 
Sculptures must be completed by Tuesday, 2/16. Teams can be 
big or small, and adults are welcome to participate. 

Monday, February 15 through Friday, February 19, there’s a 
week long vacation camp for kids in grades K-6 at Memorial 
Gym. A fun and safe action-packed week is planned, which in-
cludes arts and crafts, snow sculptures, dodge ball, gym activi-
ties, bouncing, wheels and just plan fun. Hours are 7:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. The cost is $75 for the week which includes a bowling 
field trip. More info and register online at sanfordrec.com. 
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News Notes 

Last week, the City Council’s Zoning Subcommittee spent quite a 
bit of time discussing how to proceed with the issue of retail  
recreational marijuana sales in Sanford. It is currently not an 
allowed use in any zone. City Councilor Robert Stackpole said 
there is a slight possibility the state may allow some kind of local 
taxation, which would benefit the city, but he pointed out that 
adult use marijuana sales already benefit the city by means of 
the state taxes which come back to us as municipal revenue  
sharing. He added they will be seeking input on the issue and it 
will be a lengthy process before any ordinance changes are 
made. The discussion began because one of Sanford’s many  
commercial cannabis growers inquired informally about         
expanding into a retail operation. 

The School Naming Committee met last week, and produced an 
online survey that has already gone out to the public. The survey 
is available at Sanford.org as well as on the Welcome to Sanford 
Facebook page. The input that is gathered will be forwarded to 
the School Committee, which will make the ultimate decision on 
the new name for the former Jr. High. 

Sanford Police Officer Eric Small, who works with Sanford’s 
homeless population, was profiled in the January issue of Maine 
Town and City magazine. 

The Fire Station Feasibility Committee toured the city’s three 
fire stations last week, and was scheduled to meet again this 
week. John Caramihalis has joined the committee.  

City Manager Steven Buck presented a letter to the City Council 
from Comcast, which wants to enter into negotiations with the 

city of Sanford regarding a franchise for a “brand new, state of 
the art cable system.” Although we have a current franchise 
agreement with Atlantic Broadband, it is not an exclusive deal, so 
we can have more than one. Through negotiations, the city can 
get a share of the cable TV revenue, and may be able to get      
additional funding to put toward WSSR-TV to produce municipal 
and educational programming. Mr. Buck called Comcast’s        
interest “an extremely favorable development.” The City Council   
created a Cable Franchise Negotiation Committee, with Mr. Buck, 
Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson, Community Develop-
ment Director Ian Houseal, Mayor Mastracchio, Deputy Mayor 
Maura Herlihy and Councilor Ayn Hanselmann as members. 

The City Council approved the purchase of a new 12-passenger 
Nissan van for the Parks and Recreation Department. The van 
will replace one that is almost 20 years old, and used year-round 
for activities. The new van is lower to the ground, making it easi-
er for seniors and small children to access it. The lower ground 
clearance will also make it more difficult for thieves to steal the 
catalytic converter, which has happened twice with the old van. 

In other van news, York County Community Action is selling 
its 13-passenger 2007 Ford Econoline Van. The vehicle is located 
at 6 Spruce Street in Sanford. Please call Dot Morin at 459-2939 
if you would like to view it. This vehicle is to be sold as is, where 
is, with no warranties, by sealed bid. Bids must be marked with 
“Sealed Bid” on the front of the envelope and sent to: YCCAC, 
Attn: Dot Morin, P.O. Box 72, Sanford, ME 04073. Bids must be 
received by noon on Friday, February 19, 2021. YCCAC Reserves 
the right to refuse any and all bids. Final sale is contingent upon 
approval by Maine DOT.  

The Sanford Farmers’ Market is now accepting applications for 
the 2021 season. Visit sanfordfarmersmarket.org for more info. 


