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Latest Numbers 

Maine CDC is reporting a cumulative total of 172 cases of Covid-19 in Sanford and 50 in 
Springvale as of November 8, for a total of 222 cases in our community since the pandemic 
began. This is an increase of 5 cases since last week’s update. As of November 11, there are 
304 active cases of Covid-19 in York County. While the number of cases is increasing here, 
the statistics show it is not increasing as fast as in many other parts of the state. 

Margaret Chase Smith School 

There have been no more positive cases identified in connection with Margaret Chase Smith 
School, since the one positive case was announced last week. 

Rapid Antigen Testing Coming to Sanford 

Free Rapid Antigen Testing for Covid-19 will be available at Walgreens throughout the state 
later this month, including the Sanford store. It will be a drive through, self-administered 
test, and results will be available within an hour. Rapid Antigen Tests can identify people 
who are at the peak of infection, when virus levels in the body are highest. Because they can 
spot those who are at greatest risk of spreading Covid-19, they are helpful in keeping the 
pandemic contained. 

Testing for Asymptomatic Patients Moving to Waterboro 

Southern Maine Health Care (SMHC) is transitioning COVID-19 testing for patients without 
symptoms from the Saco and Sanford Walk-In Centers to 10 Goodall Drive in East Water-
boro, allowing SMHC Walk-In Centers in Saco and Sanford to focus on urgent & respiratory 
care. 

The Waterboro site will only be offering testing to patients without symptoms who: 

 Need a test prior to an operation 

 Have been exposed to a case of Covid-19 but have no symptoms 

 Have returned to Maine from a high-risk location and need Covid-19 testing to shorten 
time in quarantine 

 Need testing to participate in school or work activities  

Testing will be available by appointment only by calling 490-7505. 

Patients with symptoms of Covid-19, or any respiratory symptoms, can visit the Sanford 
Walk-In Center for an assessment, treatment, and testing if deemed necessary. To learn 
more, visit www.smhc.org/testing. 

Testing for patients who have symptoms, or have been exposed to Covid-19, is also available 
at Nasson Health Care in Springvale. Call 490-6900 to make an appointment. 

Grant Money Extended 

The deadline for the city to expend the Keep Maine Healthy grant money has been extended 
to December 11. The grant money pays for the Health Educators who follow up on com-
plaints of violations of the mask ordinance, among other things. 

Your Maine Source for Information 

Latest Covid-19 Update 

News Notes 
The Springvale Bureau of  
Motor Vehicles office will 
reopen on Monday, November 
23. Hours of operation will be 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
with phone lines open from 
8:30 to 4:30. Please note that is 
Thanksgiving week, so they will 
be closed Thursday and Friday 
in observance of the holiday. 
There will be two additional 
staff members  to help with the 
backlog of transactions. 

Jessicaa Antoine is picking up 
your leftover pumpkins to 
donate to the animals being 
rehabilitated at the Saco River 
Wildlife Center. She’ll be at the 
Sanford Family Dollar store at 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, and at 
Applebee’s at 10:30 if you have 
pumpkins to donate. 

Higher Calling Main Chapter is 
sponsoring a turkey raffle 
food drive. Bring a nonperisha-
ble food item to Venom Ink, S3 
Weaponworks or Gold Rush 
Pawn, and receive a raffle ticket 
to win a turkey and stuffing, 
drawn November 20. All food 
collected will be donated to the 
Sanford Community Food    
Pantry. 
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Community Calendar 

11/14 Turkey Dinner to Go @ Sanford 
Elks Lodge, 1-4 pm 

11/14 Free-For-All: A Night On      
Broadway w/Susie Pepper & Mixology 

11/16 School Committee Meeting, 6 pm 

11/17 Property Subcommittee, 8:30 am 

11/17 Site Plan Review Committee, 9am 

11/18 Planning Board Meeting, 6:30 pm 

11/19 Land Bank Authority, 8:45 am 

11/19 Marine Mammals of Maine, 6 pm 

11/21 Thanksgiving Farmers Market 

11/21 Annual Christmas Fair @ First 
Baptist Church, Springvale, 9 am-1 pm 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

City Council 11/10 Meeting Summary 

At the City’s Council’s regular meeting on November 10, the following items were 
among those presented or discussed: 

Mayor Tom Cote offered congratulations to Mayor-Elect Anne-Marie Mastraccio; 
to Jonathan Martell on his election to City Council, and to Maura Herlihy on her 
reelection; and to Lucas Lanigan and Victor DiGregorio on running positive    
campaigns for Mayor. He has reached out to Rep. Mastraccio and will assist her 
with the transition as their schedules allow. 

City Manager Steven Buck presented the certified election results. One notable 
statistic was that 59.7% of the votes cast in Sanford and Springvale were          
absentee. He thanked City Clerk Sue Cote and her staff for a great job with the 
entire election process. His sentiments were echoed by the Mayor and Council. 
He said the ballot drop box will be stored for the winter, but it will be used for all 
future elections. 

The Council voted unanimously to revise Sanford’s mask ordinance to align with 
the Governor’s latest Executive Order. The Order specifies that face coverings 
must be worn in public settings regardless of ability to social distance; and       
expands the definition of public settings to include social clubs and houses of 
worship, among many other places. There was lengthy discussion of the enforce-
ment part of the ordinance, and how that may be affected by Maine’s status as a 
“home rule” state, in which state law supersedes local ordinances. Since the     
Governor’s Order states that it is subject to “all available methods of enforce-
ment,” it may not conflict with Sanford’s lighter penalties for violation; but the 
city attorney will be consulted to make sure. The ordinance expires on December 
11, so will be revisited at the first Council meeting in December. 

Councilor Robert Stackpole suggested the city do more to promote the ways    
residents can conduct business such as car registrations, dog licensing and      
paying property taxes online, so that people could avoid going to City Hall as 
much as possible. 

A public hearing and first reading on proposed amendments to the zoning       
ordinance was held, but no public comment was received. One proposed amend-
ment to the Industrial Reuse zone would allow for some residential use on the 
first floor of Vertical Mixed Use properties (e.g. the Sanford Mill, which is having 
difficulty finding commercial tenants). Another proposed amendment would 
combine the two Land Use Tables into one table to make it easier to use. The   
second reading will be held at the next Council meeting on November 24. 

The Council approved the purchase of a set of six new lifts for the Municipal    
Garage. The bid of $73, 886.71 from Automotive Garage Tools of Windham was 
the highest one received, but had been justified by Public Works Director Matt 
Hill at the last Property Subcommittee meeting as being the only one offering 
equipment that met the department’s requirements. The new lifts, capable of 
hoisting a dump truck, will replace a set that no longer passes safety inspection. 

Mr. Buck spoke about a Zoom meeting scheduled for Thursday, November 12, to 
talk about the possibility of Sanford becoming a Maine Downtown Affiliate. This 
is a designation for communities that are beginning the downtown revitalization 
process. Anne Ball of the Maine Development Foundation will lead the discussion, 
which is open to anyone interested in the future of downtown Sanford. Councilor 
Ayn Hanselmann, the Sanford Growth Council and the Chamber of Commerce 
have been reaching out to business owners to encourage participation. 

The Council approved a medical marijuana grower/cultivator license for         
Captains Cannabis LLC, 168 Country Club Road, Unit E. A public hearing was held 
but no public comment was received. Code Enforcement Officer Jamie Cole said 
the operation had passed inspection. 

Mr. Buck gave an update on the Holdsworth Park …….Continued on page 4 
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The City of Sanford has been awarded a second Nonpoint 
Source Water Pollution Grant (319) funded in part by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency under Section 319 of the 
Clean Water Act. This funding is administered by the Maine 
DEP in partnership with the EPA, with efforts aimed at       
continuing the clean-up and rehabilitation of Goodall Brook, 
which runs through the western side of the City and merges 
with the headwaters of the Great Works River. This Phase II 
grant will focus on restoration of approximately 550 linear 
feet of stream habitat by means of  woody debris installation    
projects and treatment of stormwater runoff from several 
West Side streets through tree box filters. 

 The woody debris work is designed to correct the impacts of 
channelizing the brook over 100 years ago, before the        
municipal sewer system began construction in 1909.       
Channelizing the brook resulted in the flow becoming       
stagnated by the build-up of sediments. By strategic        
placement of woody debris, the goal is to naturally create 
flow complexity and streambed habitat. This will improve  
the water quality, increase oxygenation, and create habitat 
for a range of species presently missing from the area. 

The tree box filters will be placed at the terminus of a number 
of ditches/storm drains/curb gutters/etc. along various 
streets west of Main Street before entering into Goodall 
Brook through an outfall. These boxes filter runoff water 
through the tree roots and specially engineered soil media 

before it flows into the brook to filter out some of the harmful      
pollutants. Tree box filters of this type were first tried in 
2011 on Roberts Street in a volunteer/donor enabled project 
lead by the Sanford Department of Public Works and the 
Bauneg Beg Lake Association. These filters were later         
upgraded in 2018 and enhanced by the installation of a bio-
filtration system designed to accommodate the runoff from 
the Benton Park/Goodall Park parking lot under the first 
phase of the grant. 

The grant will also allow the continuation of water sampling 
and testing to monitor the progress of the restoration efforts. 
The sampling work is being conducted by Sanford High 
School student and faculty volunteers with laboratory        
services being provided by the Sanford Sewerage District. 

City Award 2nd Grant to Continue Cleanup of Goodall Brook 

SRTC Donates Equipment 

Sanford Regional Technical Center’s Fire Science program 
has donated firefighting equipment valued at $30,000-
$40,000 to Tri-County Technical Center in Dexter, Maine, for 
a new program at that school. A large portion of the fire-
fighting equipment at SRTC came from Fire Departments that 
were upgrading to newer, more modern equipment, and the 
donated pieces were excess. None of the equipment passed 
forward was purchased by the School Department.  
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(Springvale Rec) improvements, which 
are well underway. The improvements were part of the city’s Master Plan, 
and are being funded by trust funds set aside for the purpose. 

There was some discussion about holiday celebrations, including     
Christmas tree lighting and a possible parade; but it was deferred until 
next week’s Property Subcommittee meeting. 

City Council…….continued from page 2 

Another Solar Project Planned 
At its November 4 meeting, the Sanford Planning Board gave approval to 
an application by NBD Solar Maine, LLC, for a new 7.5 megawatt solar  
facility to be constructed on property at 83 Airport Road, near the         
intersection with Gatehouse Road. 

The plans call for less than 20 acres of the 107 acre parcel to be              
developed. Two sections of the property where the panels will be          
installed will be fenced off. The project when completed will connect to 
the Central Maine Power grid, and supply enough electricity to power 
2,000 to 3,000 homes. 

The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is requiring a   
conservation easement on 50 acres at the back of the property, to protect 
habitat for Black Racer Snakes and two species of butterflies. That part of 
the parcel abuts another property which is also under conservation    
easement. 

The solar panels on the property will not be movable, but will be at a fixed 
20 degree tilt. A “glint and glare” study was performed to ensure that 
there would be no reflection from the panels that could be dangerous to 
aircraft taking off or landing at the airport. 

Resources Available 
Trash Bags - Rent Relief - HEAP 

The Corner Cupboard, at the Sanford Unitarian     
Universalist Church, is providing FREE Pay As You 
Throw (PAYT) orange trash bags on Saturday,   
November 21, at 10:00 a.m. Drive by or walk over to 
pick up. The Corner Cupboard is a non-food item  
pantry for those in need. Its mission is to assist   
members of the community by providing non-food 
essentials in a dignified and non-discriminatory   
manner. 

MaineHousing announced last week that the COVID-
19 Rent Relief Program has reopened, paying up to 
$1,000 per month for October, November, and       
December, for renters unable to pay their rent due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. Applicants can apply by 
calling 324-5762, Option 9, or by using the Online 
application link at yccac.org/covid-19-rent-relief-
program/ 

We’ve had an unusually warm run of late autumn 
days, but the nights are chilly and winter will be here 
in no time at all. When the first snow falls—and that 
could be as early as next week—it’s important to be 
prepared. If you need heating assistance, call York 
County Community Action at 459-2950 to apply for 
HEAP—the Home Energy Assistance Program. 
Your application can be taken by phone. You may also 
qualify for the Electricity Lifeline and Weatherization 
programs. YCCAC can help you apply. 


