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Election Day is Tuesday, November 3. If 
you haven’t had a chance to vote early, 
there is still time, or you can cast your 
vote at the polls on Election Day. 

You may request an absentee ballot 
without a reason until 5:00 p.m. on      
Friday, October 30. However, if you have 
already received your absentee ballot, 
you can deposit it in the drop box behind 
City Hall any time until 8:00 p.m. on   
Election Day. The drop box is emptied 
frequently, and is monitored 24 hours a 
day by a security camera. 

City Hall will also be open on Saturday, 
October 31, from 9:00 a.m. until noon, 
but not for early voting, as they will be 
busy processing ballots. You can,       
however, register to vote at City Hall on 
Monday, November 2 or Tuesday,        
November 3. The City Clerk’s office will 
be open for election-related business 
ONLY on Election Day. 

If you plan to vote in person on Election 
Day, the polls are open from 7:00 a.m. 
until 8:00 p.m. Ward 1 votes at Nasson 
Community Center Gym in Springvale; 
Ward 2 votes at St. Ignatius Hall on     
Riverside Ave.; Ward 3 votes at Sanford 
High School / SRTC (use door #41). If 
you aren’t sure which ward you are in, 
locate your address on the list at https://
bit.ly/3jzg08Y or call 324-9107. 

Want to be prepared before you go vote? 
You can find sample ballots on the San-
ford city website at sanfordmaine.org/
voterregistration. 

If you’re planning on campaigning for 
your favorite candidate on Election Day, 
be aware that there are buffer zones 
around each polling place. Maps of each 
polling place that show the restricted 
areas are on the city’s Voter Registration 
page as well. 

Your Maine Source for Information 
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Halloween Eve: Friday, October 30 

The Lanterns of Light, a project organized by the Jobs for Maine Graduates kids 
from Sanford Middle School, will be on display the nights of October 30 and 31 in 
the area of the Gowen rotary and Number One Pond. Drive through the display 
and enjoy over a thousand lanterns from the safety of your car. 

Smitty’s GameLAB is offering a FREE $10 non-redemption play card to kids 
dressed in a costume on October 30th or 31st.  

Halloween Day: Saturday, October 31 

The YMCA’s Family Fun Day takes place from noon to 2:00 p.m., when you can 
view all the entries in their Scarecrow Contest. There will be games, activities and 
prizes too. Families will move safely through the activity stations. Arrive in       
costume to be entered into a raffle. Two lucky winners will receive a 3 Month 
Family Membership to the Y. Pumpkins will be given, along with crafting supplies, 
to the first 30 children to arrive. This event is free and open to the whole          
community, not just Y members. 

Halloween Night: Saturday, October 31 

Trick or Treating 

From the Sanford Police Department : 

"We will be out in the neighborhoods patrolling and giving out candy while      
supplies last. We ask that everyone walking and driving use caution as there will 
be a lot of citizens in neighborhoods and on sidewalks. Parents please check all 
candy and items your children receive before consumption. Be safe out there. 
Please do not contact dispatch asking if trick or treating is happening or not. They 
are busy handling priority calls for service. That decision is up to parents or 
guardians. Our recommendation is to stay in neighborhoods that have power and 
lights on welcoming trick or treaters." 

A Facebook group has been set up, where people giving out treats can post their 
addresses, at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1275388512802197/. 

Other Events: 

Frannie’s Mini Donuts will be open from 4-7 p.m. Halloween night, with candy for 
little trick or treaters. They will have hot donuts, coffee and cider for sale for big 
trick or treaters. 

Back Street Sanford‘s having a Halloween party on Saturday, October 31, with 
music by Tom Boisse upstairs. 

Mill Towne Tavern‘s having a Halloween party too – with prizes and giveaways. 
No cover. 

On Halloween night, Pilot’s Cove Cafe  will host their 2nd Annual Flights & Frights 
Halloween costume party from 7:00 to 10:00, with a live DJ, giveaways and drink 
specials for $20 per person.  
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Community Calendar 

10/30 Free Drive-In Movie Night @ the 

Sanford-Springvale YMCA 

10/30 Free-For-All Live Streamed        

Performance: Spose & The Humans 

10/31 Drive-Thru Bean Supper @ 

Crossroads Methodist Church 

11/1 Extra Mile Day 

11/2 School Committee Meeting 

11/3 Election Day 

11/4 Planning Board Meeting 

11/5 Cooking with Chocolate, Live 

Online Presentation 

11/7 Free-For-All: Steve Caouette 

11/6 Mingle Jingle Virtual 5K Run & 

Bike Challenge for St. Thomas School 

View the complete Calendar at           

sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 
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Covid-19 cases are surging across the country, and Maine is 
not immune. At his regular press briefing on Thursday,   
October 29, Dr. Nirav Shah, Director of Maine CDC,            
announced a new one-day high of 80 new cases in the state. 
The previous one-day high of 76 cases was recorded just 
one day earlier. 

The state’s positivity rate is now at 0.8%, which is nearly 
double what it was just two weeks ago. 

Earlier in the pandemic, cases were clustered in Maine’s 
more densely populated areas, including York County, but 
numbers are now rapidly increasing in the more rural parts 
of the state as well. Community transmission has now been 
identified in Somerset County. 

In Sanford, the latest data (as of October 25) shows 162  
cumulative cases in Sanford, and another 47 in Springvale, 
for a total of 209 in our community. This is an increase of 5 
cases since the previous update. The prior two weeks saw 
increases of 5 cases (last week) and 4 cases (the week     
before), so the pandemic is still spreading here, but at a 
steady rate. 

The last positive case of Covid-19 in Sanford schools was 
reported on October 7, part of the High School outbreak. No 
positive cases have been reported in Sanford schools other 
than SHS/SRTC. 

Covid-19 Update Student Flu Shot 

Process Apology 
Recently there has been significant discussion in the        
Sanford community regarding the Sanford School Depart-
ment’s program to offer free flu shots to students and I want 
to clarify this program for those who may have questions.  

For the past several years, the School Department has con-
tracted with Northern Light Home Care and Hospice to pro-
vide free flu shots to students whose parents signed permis-
sion forms.  This year, over 300 flu shots were provided to 
students.  Unfortunately, the School Department is now 
aware that three students received a shot without a signed 
permission form.  Apparently the provider administering 
the shot from Northern Light Home Care and Hospice did 
not notice that the forms had not been signed by a parent/
guardian and in one situation the form had been completed 
and signed but crossed out.   

I apologize on behalf of the Sanford School Department.  
This situation has caused us to re-assess and re-examine 
our flu shot process going forward to make sure it is even 
clearer and more consistent, but most importantly to       
ensure that this does not happen again.   

Sincerely, 

Matt Nelson,  Superintendent of Schools 
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A New Park For Springvale 

A small parcel of city-owned land in 
Springvale is being turned into a   
lovely park thanks to the efforts of  
local residents and businesses. The 
park is located at the corner of Water 
and Bridge Streets along the Mousam 
River, across from Notre Dame 
Church. 

The funds used to pave the walkway 
and install stonework were left over 
from money raised decades ago by the 
Springvale Improvement Committee. 
In-kind donations from Sevigny    
Properties and Charles A. Plante & 
Sons also helped to get the work done. 

The park was loamed and hydroseed-

ed this week. In the spring, horticulture students from 
the Sanford Regional Technical Center will design the 
plantings. 

The park will be named Pence Park in honor of David 
and Linda Pence, who established a trust fund for the 
beautification of the village of Springvale. Interest from 
their trust fund will be used for further improvements 
to the park and the entire village. 

The original Springvale Improvement Committee     
disbanded years ago, but was reorganized in 2013 to 
pay for new streetlights when downtown Springvale 
was being repaved. With the help of the Pence Trust, 
the Committee plans to extend the new streetlights as 
far as the Baptist Church on the north end and Subway 
on the south end. 
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Eco-Luxury Comes to    

Littlefield Pond 
At its regular meeting on October 21, the Planning Board 
gave approval to a 5-lot subdivision located at 196 Elm 
Street in Springvale. The 13.69 acre property will be used 
to construct luxury “eco-camps” for the personal use of 
the owners, as well as for part-time rental under the   
company name Purposely Lost. 

One of the owners of the property, Peter Valcourt of   
Portland, described the project’s focus on minimizing  
impacts to the environment. The structures will all have 
electric heat by heat pumps. They have strict rules for 
renters, including no dogs and no wood cutting. There is 
one luxury treehouse already on the property, with more 
treehouses and “hobbit homes” planned for the other lots. 
According to the company’s website, the 350 square foot 
treehouse rents for an average of $395 per night. 

Each of the lots in the subdivision has frontage on         
Littlefield Pond, and sits partly in the Shoreland Zone and 
partly in the Rural Residental Zone. The Planning Board 
set a number of conditions for the project, including a ban 
on construction around vernal pools during the months of 
April, May and June. Removal of any vegetation in the 
Shoreland Zone must be approved by the Code               
Enforcement Officer. 

“The Way Our World Changed” is a new book by first time 
author Melissa Carroll, with illustrations by Sanford resident 
Paula Peters. The book is an engaging account of what some 
children may have encountered during the pandemic. It    
explains the changes that have taken place during this time 
and focuses on the silver linings that came about because of 
it. Children will able to connect to the illustrations as well as 
the easy to read rhyming format.  

The book is available to borrow at the Goodall Library, and 
can also be purchased in e-book and paperback versions on 
Amazon. 
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Police Chief Thomas Connolly and Lieutenant Craig Andersen 

met recently with the City Council’s Municipal Operations and 

Property Subcommittee to address concerns about the       

necessity for Sanford to have two armored response vehicles. 

After the Black Lives Matter demonstration and march that 

took place in June, more people became aware of the vehicles, 

as they were parked in front of the Police Department. Mayor 

Tom Cote said he has continued to receive emails from      

Sanford residents who question the need for the vehicles, or 

who think they should be sold and the money redirected to 

more pressing problems. 

The military-grade vehicles are known as MRAPs, which 

stands for Mine-Resistant Ambush Protection. They were  

acquired through the federal government’s Defense Logistics 

Agency in 2013 and 2019. The smaller of the two is an            

M-ATV, which is a more maneuverable version (similar to the 

one pictured below). 

Chief Connolly told the Subcommittee the vehicles are strictly 

for the use of the Southern Maine Special Response Team, of 

which Sanford is the lead agency. He said SMSRT’s mission is 

to respond to active shooters and other situations where an 

armed person is barricaded in a building or controlling an 

area where they could be a threat to the lives of others. The 

vehicles’ armor plating enables them to get very close to a 

scene to rescue an injured person safely. The team includes 

trained crisis negotiators and paramedics in addition to     

police officers. 

Lt. Andersen is the commander of the SMSRT and related  

several examples of situations where the vehicles were      

deployed to deescalate a situation. One example was a 2016 

case where a Grammar Road resident had assaulted family 

members and barricaded himself in his bedroom with a     

firearm. Sanford Police were unable to make contact with the 

suspect, but he surrendered without further incident after the 

SMSRT arrived. 

Although MRAPs have been used by law enforcement       

agencies in several cities across the country in response to 

racial justice protests, Chief Connolly told the Subcommittee 

that the SMSRT’s use of the vehicles is “100% about saving 

lives,” and that their Standard Operating Procedures would 

not allow them to be used for crowd control or as an           

intimidation device. With regard to the Black Lives Matter 

demonstration in June, Lt. Andersen said the team was called 

out to protect protesters exercising their constitutional 

rights, after a gunman was spotted on the roof of a local     

restaurant. 

Chief Connolly said even if the vehicles were no longer     

needed or wanted, they could not be sold. They can only be 

returned to the federal government or transferred to another 

agency. 

Photo by PEOSoldier – https://www.flickr.com/photos/

peosoldier/6244660278/in/photostream, Public Domain  

Why Do the Sanford Police Have Armored Vehicles? 
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SHS/SRTC News 

Sanford High School / Sanford Regional Technical Center is 

scheduled to be a voting site for the upcoming Presidential 

election, so there will be no in-person learning on Tuesday, 

November 3. It will still be a school day and attendance will 

be taken but it will be a full remote learning day for all SHS/

SRTC students. 

Sanford High School elected new class officers last week: 

 Class of 2024: Treasurer – Tatum Milley; Secretary –   

Aidan Gendron; Vice President – Ailey Mann; President – 

Audrey Cote 

 Class of 2023: Treasurer – Hannah Baker; Secretary –  

Mia Kane; Vice President – Emerson Tolpin; President – 

Lily Ouellette 

 Class of 2022: Treasurer – Lindsay Brown; Secretary 

– Kaylee Cole; Vice President – Mackayla Giles;   

President – Vincent Adornetto 

 Class of 2021: Treasurer – Tristan Malcolm;           

Secretary – Ellen Coleman; Vice President – Abby 

Toothaker; President – Samantha Hebert 

Free School Meals For All 

School meals are free for all enrolled students through 

the end of the school year, whether they are in school or 

participating in distance learning. This is being paid for 

by federal funds. Distance learners may pick up school 

meals at Lafayette School from 11:00 to 11:30 on days 

when there is school.  Meals should be pre-ordered by 

7:00 p.m. the night before using the online order form.  

Even though the meals are free for everyone, families are 

still being encouraged to submit Free & Reduced Meal 

applications before October 31st.  Students eligible for 

free or reduced priced meals may be eligible for other 

benefits such as reduced program fees, waived test fees, 

enrichment opportunities and more.  When households 

submit an application, it also helps the district receive 

valuable funding and resources.   Families may apply 

online at myschoolapps.com.   

School Sports Are Back! 

Now that York County is back to green, Sanford Middle School 

is offering students the opportunity to participate in soccer, 

field hockey and cross country practices (Skills & Drills)     

between October 26 and November 13. Distance learners can 

practice too.  

The SHS Varsity Football team will have their first scrimmage 

Friday, October 30. 

Boys and Girls JV and Varsity Soccer teams have games 

scheduled beginning Saturday, October 31. Girls Varsity and 

JV Field Hockey teams have their first games on Monday,   

November 2. The Boys Varsity Cross Country team will take 

part in a meet with several other schools on Wednesday,   

November 4. 

 School Notes    

Support Local Journalism 

Advertise in the Sanford Springvale News 

Visit sanfordspringvalenews.com/ad-rates/  

Or call Liz at 205-9152 for info. 
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Officials from the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and 

Forestry are trying to locate green ash trees that were sold at Lowe’s 

stores in Maine, including the Sanford location, earlier this year. The 

trees came from an area infested with emerald ash borers, a wood-

boring beetle native to Asia that spreads rapidly and kills the trees. All   

of York County is currently a quarantine area for the insects, which    

have killed hundreds of millions of trees across North America. 

The trees are labeled Ash Green / Fraxinus Pennsylvanica. The       

compound leaves are pictured at right. If you think you or a neighbor 

may have purchased one of these trees, contact the Maine State        

Horticulture Program by emailing bugwatch@maine.gov or calling   

207-287-7545. 

White fringetrees are also susceptible to emerald ash borer, but      

usually survive. Mountain ash, the small tree that has orange berries 

toward the end of summer, is a different species and is not affected by 

the pests. 

For more information about emerald ash borers, including how to     

identify them, visit emeraldashborer.info/. 

Photo by Keith Kanoti, Maine Forest Service, via Wikimedia Commons 

Ash Trees Sold in Sanford         

May Be Infested 

 


