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Razor Blades Found in Pizza Dough at      

Sanford Hannaford in August 

The Portland Press Herald and Bangor Daily News are reporting that two    
packages of Portland Pie Co. pizza dough purchased at the Sanford Hannaford 
store in mid-August were found to contain razor blade fragments. In one case, 
the customer returned the dough to the store, and in the other, just a fragment. 

One of the Sanford customers, AdriAnne Cole Curtis, told the BDN that her two-
year old daughter Ivy was disturbed by the incident and had trouble sleeping for 
a week afterward. Ivy is back to eating pizza again, but now makes her mother 
inspect the store-bought dough very carefully. 

After the news broke last week that packages with razor blade fragments had 
also been found at the Saco Hannaford, company officials realized the Sanford 
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Church Notes 

Holy Family Church will 
have a Spanish language 
mass on Sunday, October 18 
at 5:00 p.m. 

Curtis Lake Church’s new 
in-person service times are 
8:45 and 10:30 a.m., with 
Facebook service at 8:45. 
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Would enough customers sign up for a super-fast broadband/internet  
service in Sanford-Springvale to make it self-sustaining? The City has    
secured a grant to start the process for residential broadband/internet 
service. Through this grant, the City has hired a market research       
company to gauge public demand for the expansion of SanfordNet Fiber, 
your    community broadband network. 

The phone survey – targeting 400 households – will be conducted by    
Barrows & Associates beginning the week of October 12, to solicit feed-
back from residents on broadband/high speed internet interest within 
Sanford-Springvale. 

The survey is part of the process required to get the financing to expand 
the network. Internet providers want to know if there will be enough    
customers, and what rate they are willing to pay for faster service, to 
make it worthwhile to build. 

The survey should take only 10 – 12 minutes.  If you are called, please 
plan to participate and help determine the community’s interest in this          
important project. 
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High-Speed Internet Survey Community Calendar 

10/19 School Committee 

10/20 City Council Meeting 

10/21 Planning Board  

10/23–10/24 Springvale Library Fall 

Festival of Books & Art 

10/24 Amvets Drive-Through           

Community Meal 

10/26 Red Cross Blood Drive @ North 

Parish Church  

11/6 Mingle Jingle Run for St. Thomas 

School 

11/8 York County Shelter Programs 

11th Annual Harvest Thanksgiving  

Benefit & Food Drive @ Sanford Elks 

11/28-12/12 Sanford Alumni             

Association 2nd Annual Spree of Trees 

View the complete Calendar at           

sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

  

Fire Hydrants Getting a Makeover 

Sanford Water District employees have been repainting the city’s fire 

hydrants, which makes them more visible, while also improving their          

appearance. Fortunately, the District’s capital program this year had a 

small surplus due to projects coming in under budget, so those funds 

were reallocated to paint hydrants. There are over 650 fire hydrants in 

Sanford and Springvale. 

The color of the cap tells firefighters how much flow they can get from a 

hydrant. Under the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) color-

coding rating system, blue indicates the highest rate of flow, followed by 

green, orange and red. 
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Sanford Firefighters Association Local 1624 is selling t-shirts and face masks to 

raise money for cancer research/prevention/treatment again this year.  Proceeds 

stay in our local community. Shirts are $15 each or $20 for 2XL and larger. Masks 

are $5. These can be purchased at Central Fire Station (outside in the parking lot 

and distance with masks) or directly from Mikini in Sanford. 

Firefighters Cancer Fundraiser Food Pantries 
Senior Food Mobile, Crossroads 

Methodist Church, First Thursday 

after the first Friday, 10-11:30am, 

60+ years old, produce for all,    

commodities for people meeting 

income requirements 

Sanford Food Pantry, 1204 Main 

St., Mondays 10-noon, Tuesdays if 

Monday is a holiday, 490-2397 

Salvation Army, 871 Main St., 

bread & produce, Fridays 9-noon, 

food box once per month per 

household,  

St. Therese Food Closet,                  

St. Ignatius Gym, 25 Riverside St., 

Thursdays noon-2pm, 603-970-

0306 
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Sanford U-U Church 

Responding to Local 

Needs 

by Lee Burnett 

The Sanford Unitarian Universalist 

Church is mobilizing its own          

resources to fill gaps in Covid relief 

efforts locally. The church’s Covid 

Relief Team has been meeting    

weekly to consider requests for    

assistance and to learn about         

unforeseen hardships created by the 

pandemic. The team is issuing 

checks from a fund created from 

church members’ donations. 

To date, recipients have included 

frontline agencies – such as the 

Meals on Wheels program and York 

County Community Action – that 

have seen growing requests for    

traditional anti-poverty and meals 

programs. Local restaurants and 

Sanford Farmers Market vendors are 

benefiting from groups that have 

bought vouchers for clients.           

Recipients also include organizations 

dealing with brand new needs, such 

as: 

 Project CommUnity received 

funding to buy tents, tarps and 

social distancing gear so members of the homeless community don’t have to share tent space with non-family 

members. 

 Eastside Youth Center and Sanford School Department received funding to buy lanyards for young students 

prone to losing face masks. 

 Stuff the Bus received funding to buy school supplies. Normally supplies for needy families are financed 

through a community fundraiser, but the fundraiser was canceled this year due to the pandemic. 

The team expects to respond to more individual requests in the weeks and months ahead. They are also exploring 

ways to support people through skill building rather than just immediate relief. 

Individuals and agencies seeking assistance must fill out a simple form explaining who will benefit from the      

assistance and how the need was created by Covid-19. Follow up reporting is required. For more information, 

contact Pat Herrick at pherrick1@maine.rr.com. 

Flu Clinics for Sanford Students 
Sanford schools will host influenza vaccination clinics following COVID-19 
safety guidelines at each school this fall. They are collaborating with     
Northern Light Home Care and Hospice to provide these free clinics to      
Sanford  students. See the schedule below. 

Parents of in-person learners must return their child’s completed vaccina-
tion form to their school nurse by Monday, October 19.  Distance learners 
must pre-register for their vaccinations and also bring the completed        
vaccination form with them to the clinic.   

All clinics will administer injectable vaccines. In addition, FluMist (nasal 
spray) may be available at some clinics although we cannot guarantee it 
for all clinics. Unless you clearly mark which type of vaccine you prefer, 
and there no is contraindication to either type of vaccine, the nurse at the 
clinic will determine which type of vaccine to administer. 

To download a flu vaccination 2020 permission form, visit sanford.org. 

For questions about the vaccine clinics at your child’s school, please con-
tact your school nurse. 

For information about flu and the vaccine, call Maine Center for Disease 
Control & Prevention (Maine CDC) at 1-800-867-4775. 

Tuesday 10/20 & Thursday 10/22 – Sanford Middle School – 8:00 a.m. 

Tuesday 10/20 & Thursday 10/22  – Sanford High School – 8:00 a.m. 

Tuesday 10/20 & Thursday 10/22 – Willard School – 11:00 a.m. 

Thursday 10/22 – Bridge School – Noon 

Monday 10/26 & Tuesday 10/27 – Margaret Chase Smith School – 8:00 
a.m. 

Monday 10/26 & Tuesday 10/27 – Carl J. Lamb School – 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday 11/4 – Distance Learners @ Memorial Gym – 8:00-11:00 a.m. 
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Anne-Marie Mastraccio is a 
graduate of Northeastern         
University and the Forsyth Dental 
Center. She worked as a Public 
Health Dental Hygienist for the 
City of Boston, before moving to 
Sanford in 1982 and becoming 
the office manager of her          
husband’s optometric practice. 

She served for 12 years on the 
Sanford School Committee, and 
nine years on the Town Council, 
including two years as Council 
Chair. She has served as one of 
Sanford’s State Representatives 
for the past eight years, and has 
also been a member of the Core 
Building Committee for the 
schools. 

At the beginning of this year, Ms. 
Mastraccio had no plans to run 
for Mayor. But as the pandemic 
unfolded, she realized the         
resulting economic challenges 
will require a leader who can best 
advocate for Sanford at the state 
level. She believes the experience 
and connections she has gained 
as a State Representative make 
her best qualified for the office. 
She added that she can build    
coalitions and work with people 
she doesn’t agree with. 

Continued on page 6 

       Continued on page 6 

Meet the Candidates for Mayor 
At the November 3 general election, Sanford and Springvale voters will elect a new Mayor to a two-year term. The candidates 
are Victor DiGregorio, Lucas Lanigan, and Anne-Marie Mastraccio. Incumbent Mayor Tom Cote is term limited, so is not    
seeking reelection. 

Lucas Lanigan has served in           
Sanford’s city government for the past 
6 years, including one year on the 
Planning Board and almost 5 years as 
a City Councilor. He serves on the   
Sanford Land Bank Authority and 
Parks & Rec Advisory Board, and is on 
the Board of Directors for the      
Chamber of Commerce. He is co-
owner and operator of Event Lighting 
Concepts and Deco Lightscapes, and 
lives in Springvale with his family. 

Mr. Lanigan believes the mayor’s       
primary role is to promote Sanford’s reputation as a place to do business. 
He feels he is the best person to advocate for our community and attract 
the resources we need to grow, adding that his experience as Deputy 
Mayor and relationship with our current Council and City Hall employees 
will allow Sanford to continue moving in a positive direction. 

He sees economic development as crucial to the city’s future. He believes 
that Sanford needs to build its own sustainable economic infrastructure, 
rather than relying on the State for assistance. Shifting the tax burden away 
from single-family home owners, to make Sanford more affordable for 

Victor DiGregorio has lived in       
Sanford for 45 years. His educational 
background includes Harvard          
University, Boston University, the   
University of Maine and Nasson      
College. His varied resume includes 
working as an aide to Governor Volpe 
of Massachusetts; bringing the first ice 
cream trucks to Maine; and owning a 
cleaning company. He was also a    
substitute teacher at Sanford High 
School for many years  before retiring. 

He served on the City Council from 
2017-18, and was a member of the Warrant Committee (which became the 
Budget Committee) for twenty years. 

Mr. DiGregorio chose to run for Mayor rather than City Council because the 
Mayor has a stronger voice. As the Chairperson of the Council, the Mayor  
appoints the various subcommittees and has more influence over the         
discussion. He believes that his diversified background and education are 
his main qualifications for the office. 

His motto is “Sharing, caring and doing,” and adds that he wants to be a      
catalyst “to stimulate and motivate a solid Sanford Continued on page 6 
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young   families and seniors, is key, he says. “I want people to believe in Sanford again. I want others to see       
Sanford for what I see it is: a great place to live, a great place to do business, a great place to work, and a great 
place to invest in.” 

The planning process is an area where Mr. Lanigan sees an opportunity for change. Formulating a simple process 
that protects the city, while expediting the procedure to open a business, would remove one major roadblock to 
development. Having a business liaison at City Hall would help, he adds. 

Housing is another area on which he would like to focus. Creating newer updated housing will be beneficial for 
current residents, as well as attracting new residents, he says. 

When asked what can be done to revitalize Sanford’s retail landscape, he replied that making the city more     
business-friendly, with a clear and efficient process for starting a new enterprise, and continuing to use TIF and 
other tax credit enhancements to encourage development, will pay off in this area. “With more jobs we will have 
higher and more competitive wages. That ultimately attracts more retail to any community.” 

and Springvale for seniors and the entire population.” 

He agrees with actions the Council has taken to deal with Covid-19, but feels that in this and other matters, the 
Council is too much under the influence of the City Manager. He believes the two should work together, but    
maintain more independence. He would also like to see the citizen’s right to vote on the city budget be reinstated. 

When asked about other challenges facing our community, he cited an aging population and increasing taxes. He 
feels there is too much emphasis on beautifying Sanford at the expense of more pressing problems. “We don’t 
want Sanford to just look good, we want it to be good,” he said. He added that ending the Pay-As-You-Throw     
program, which he calls an example of double taxation, is on his list of priorities.   

With regard to revitalizing Sanford’s retail landscape, Mr. DiGregorio has several ideas, including having a    
stronger Chamber of Commerce and encouraging businesses that better serve the needs of Sanford’s population. 
He would like to see more tax incentives to smaller businesses, not just big box stores. But attracting younger  
people who shop more is also a part of the solution, he said.  

Lanigan…..continued from page 5 

Mastraccio…..continued from page 5 

Ms. Mastraccio applauds the actions the City Council has taken to deal with Covid-19. With regard to other       
challenges facing the city, she cited the lack of affordable housing as one of the biggest. The Mayor and Council 
should work with the state to make sure money is available for new housing, she said, and should maintain a good 
relationship with Sanford Housing and Maine State Housing Authorities. Revitalizing the downtown is another 
priority. 

She also wants to enable residents to more easily engage with the City Council by instituting bimonthly open 
meetings where citizens can speak directly to Councilors. The public comments time set aside at regular Council 
meetings is not enough, she feels. 

To revitalize Sanford’s retail landscape, she would connect with commercial tenants to find out why they are  
leaving, and with landlords to find out what they are doing to retain existing tenants and attract new ones. She 
believes more communication with local business owners and promoting the Sanford area as a regional economy 
would also help. She feels long range economic development is key. “You can’t lose sight of what’s happening in 
front of you, but you also have to look ten years down the road.” 

DiGregorio…..continued from page 5 
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Latest Covid-19 Update 
After peaking in late September, the number of new cases of Covid-19 in 
Sanford and Springvale continues to decline. 

The latest data broken out by zip code shows that as of October 11, there 
was a cumulative total of 199 cases of Covid-19 in our community, with 152 
in Sanford and 47 in Springvale. This is an increase of 4 cases since last 
week. This is the third straight week with a declining number of new cases. 
Active cases in York County as a whole are declining as well. 

Maine CDC has closed the outbreaks at the Sanford VFW, Amvets and    
American Legion, as well as the outbreak at the York County Jail in Alfred. 
However, at his October 15 press briefing, Dr. Nirav Shah announced a new 
outbreak in Sanford, at the Summer Commons construction site, which in-
cludes four Maine residents and “perhaps three New Hampshire residents.” 
He offered no other details, as the investigation there is just beginning. 

Other open outbreaks in Sanford/Springvale include The Baker Company, 
the Wolves Club, Little Lambs Learning Center, the Elks Lodge, Sanford 
High School/SRTC and Pinnacle Health Care. One resident at Pinnacle has          
reportedly passed away with Covid-19. 

Dr. Shah also noted that the number of new cases in New Hampshire has 
skyrocketed in the past two weeks, and other New England states are also 
seeing increases. He urged everyone to continue to take precautions against 
the virus. “Maine is holding steady, but we can’t ignore what’s happening in 
our neighbor’s yards,” he said. 

Goodall Library Hosting New Book Club 
October 5th marked the 20th anniversary of the premiere of a beloved          
television show and cultural icon, Gilmore Girls. Fans of the show will            
remember its fast-paced dialogue, lovable characters and numerous pop      
culture references, including, of course, books! The studious Rory Gilmore    
always has a book in her hands, and her mother Lorelai’s quick wit often      
features literary comebacks. In fact, there are 393 books either seen or         
referenced over the course of the main show’s 7 seasons! 

The Goodall Library will feature some of the most memorable novels to grace 
the Gilmore Girls screen in the new “Rory Gilmore Book Club.” The first     
meeting will take place via Zoom on Wednesday, November 4 at 6:00 p.m. 

Here’s how it works: Every month, the Library will chose two books for you to 
read before the next meeting – one is the “main” book and the topic of most of 
the discussion, and the other is an optional secondary read that will have a 
brief breakout discussion, for those who choose to participate. 

At least one copy of each book will be available at the library; if one is checked 
out and you need help finding another source for it, they will help! During the 
meeting (hosted by Library Director, Chip, and Youth Services Librarian,      
Nicole), they will give a brief overview of the books, watch the clips from the 
episodes they appear in, and open up the floor for discussion of that month’s 

novels. You don’t have to have seen the show to participate, though that does make it more fun! 

The schedule and titles for each month’s book club can be found at lbgoodall.org. This month’s main book is    
Rosemary’s Baby by Ira Levin, and the second, optional book is The Crucible by Arthur Miller. Registration is    
recommended, but not required. Send the Library a Facebook message or email info@lbgoodall.org to let them 
know you’re interested, so they can get an idea of numbers. They will share the Zoom link as the event gets closer. 

Shaw’s Supermarket in South 

Sanford is selling GIVE BACK 

WHERE IT COUNTS reusable 

shopping bags. If you purchase 

one in the month of October, $1 

of the $2.50 purchase price for 

each bag will be donated to the 

Sanford-Springvale YMCA.  
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incidents had never been reported to police. They contacted the Sanford Police Department on Sunday,      
October 11, to make the report. On Wednesday, October 14, the company issued a statement blaming a   
technological problem for the reporting failure. 

Sanford Police Chief Thomas Connolly was diplomatic about the delay in an interview with the Press Herald. 
“What we were told is whoever saw this thought this was a product issue and not a public safety issue…in          
retrospect, there was probably a better decision that could have been made.” 

Nicholas Mitchell, 38, has been arrested and charged in the Saco case. He is a former employee of It’ll Be    
Pizza, the Scarborough company that actually produces the dough. He is currently on probation from a 2018 
case in which he pled guilty to felony criminal threatening. He is being held at the York County Jail and is   
expected to make a court appearance in Biddeford on Friday, October 16. 

Saco police have charged Mr. Mitchell with two felonies: aggravated reckless conduct, and violating the          
conditions of his release by possessing a dangerous weapon, a razor blade. Federal authorities are also      
reviewing the case with an eye to possible charges. 

Hannaford, Shaw’s and Star Market stores in Maine and four other New England states have removed all 
Portland Pie dough from their shelves, and recalled all dough purchased since August 1. 

The Dover, NH, Hannaford store has also reported a tampered-with product, but the Dover Police                 
Department would not confirm that it was pizza dough. 

No charges have yet been filed in the Sanford cases, but the Sanford Police Department is coordinating its          
investigation with Saco police and the York County District Attorney’s office. 

 

Pizza Dough……..continued from Page 1 


