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City Parks & Recreation Facilities Reopen 

At its regular meeting on Tuesday, October 6, the City Council voted unanimously to  accept 
the recommendation of the Public Safety Subcommittee, and reopen all parks and               
recreational facilities in Sanford and Springvale to low and moderate risk activities, as     
defined by the Maine Department of Economic and Community Development’s community 
sports guidelines. 

Lower Risk activities include those than can be done individually, or with physical             
distancing and no physical contact. These include tennis, pickleball, catch and disc golf.  
Moderate Risk activities are those that involve intermittent close proximity or limited      
contact, which can be mitigated with protective equipment. Examples include baseball,   
softball, soccer, 7 x 7 flag football, field hockey, volleyball, cheering and more. 

Additionally, recreational facilities including the fields and the gazebo at Gowen Park will 
now be available for rental once again. The requirements for masks and social distancing are 
still in effect. 

Rec Department staff will be disinfecting playground equipment once a day, as they were 
doing before the closure. 

High Risk activities, including football and wrestling, are not allowed at this time. 

Councilor Ayn Hanselmann, a   member of the Public Safety Subcommittee, said the number 
of Covid-19 cases and outbreaks in   Sanford, which appear to be stabilizing if not tapering 
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SHS/SRTC to 
Reopen Oct. 13 
On October 2, Sanford Superintendent 
of Schools Matt Nelson announced 
that school administrators met with 
officials from Maine CDC last week to 
evaluate the COVID-19 outbreak sta-
tus at Sanford High School / Sanford 
Regional Technical   Center. The 
schools have now finished the re-
quired 14 day   quarantine period, and 
Maine CDC is comfortable with stu-
dents returning to in-person learning. 

Because the upcoming schedule        
includes a teacher in-service day 
(Friday, October 9th) and holiday 
(Monday, October 12th) and due to 
the current circumstances in the San-
ford community, SHS & SRTC will  reo-
pen Tuesday, October 13th. School 
administration will continue to moni-
tor the situation closely and adjust the 
plan accordingly if things change. 

At its regular meeting on Monday, Octo-
ber 5, the Sanford School Committee vot-
ed to add a two-year plumbing program 
to the offerings at the Sanford Regional 
Technical Center. 

SRTC Director Kathy Sargent presented 
her proposal for the program, which 
would begin part-time in the fall of 2021 
with a maximum of 16 students. The pro-
gram offers a nationally-recognized edu-
cational training curriculum that pro-
vides students a pathway to becoming a 
licensed plumber through the state of 
Maine’s Journeyman’s License Exam and 
OSHA 10 certification. 

The existing incubator space in the 
school’s STEM wing would be modified to 
accommodate the program. Outside the 
classroom, students in the program 
would complete the plumbing systems 

when the Building Trades program 
builds a house. The potential to allow 
students exposure to HVAC will also be 
explored. 

Ms. Sargent said there are expected to be 
a lot of job openings in the area, with 
many local plumbers nearing retirement 
age. She believes once students learn 
what a lucrative career it is, the program 
will fill up. 

The state will pay the bulk of the costs 
associated with the program. 

School Committee members were unani-
mously enthusiastic in their support for 
the proposal. John Roux called the pro-
gram “greatly needed and long overdue 
in southern Maine.” As he cast his vote, 
Jonathan Mapes quipped, “I can hear 
something dripping in my house now, so 
yes.” 
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The Sanford Water District flushes its water mains twice a year to clear any build 
up of iron in the mains. The flushing is done between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 
5:00 a.m. to minimize any inconvenience caused by off color water. The fall flushing 
began October 4, and will continue into November. Check www.sanfordwater.org/
flushing for the schedule. 

The Water District also announced this week that their water supply, which comes 
from large underground aquifers, is in good shape despite the drought, and that      
customers should feel free to utilize water as normal. No restrictions are in place and 
none are anticipated. 

The drop box for absentee ballots has been installed behind City Hall. It is           
monitored by a security camera 24 hours a day. Footage will be recorded and           
forwarded to the Police Department if there is any suspicious activity. You can also 
deliver your absentee ballot in person to the City Clerk’s office, or vote in person in 
the City Council Chambers. The Clerk’s office will be open extra hours for voting, and 
will be closed to all non-election business on Election Day, Nov. 3. 

Springvale Playground will be getting a facelift this fall, with resurfacing of the     
tennis courts and new basketball hoops. Work is also planned for Holdsworth Park 
(Springvale Rec) where a new retaining wall with seating and steps will help control 
erosion in the beach area, while making the Park more attractive and usable. 

There’s much more news on our website at sanfordspringvalenews.com. You can 
also subscribe to our twice-weekly email newsletter and never miss a story. See the      
website for details. 

off, was one factor in the decision to 
recommend reopening. The state Reo-
pening Plan going into Stage 4, further 
reducing restrictions on businesses, 
was  another factor. 

She gave kudos to the community for 
making the effort to socially distance 
and wear masks. “Taking those steps 
is what gets us back to this point,” she 
added. 

Parks…...continued from page 1 

News Notes 

SRTC to Offer Plumbing Program 



Nicholas Taylor has resided in Sanford for 
16 years. After five years of service in the U.S. 
Navy, he continued to work for the govern-
ment in civilian service, and for ten years has 
held a managerial position with experience in 
leading teams. As an officer of the Sanford 
ATV Club for the past three years, he has had 
the opportunity to work with city officials. 

He feels that many community concerns are 
not being heard, and that more open-minded 
thinking is necessary to address these issues. 
He believes his thoughts and ideas can help 
lead to positive changes for our community.  
As a City Council member, he could ask the 
difficult questions, and rely on facts and data to make decisions, putting his personal 
opinions aside. His experience in working with many personality types and finding 
ways to compromise are also strengths he feels he can bring to the office. 

Mr. Taylor agrees that the mask ordinance enacted by the Council last month was    
necessary to protect residents inside enclosed businesses. However, he disagrees 
with the decision to close parks and recreational facilities. “The decision to close the 
parks was made without adequate supporting data or a plan of when it would be safe 
to    reopen,” he said, calling it “a fear-based decision.” 

He would like to see the Council be more proactive in finding solutions to                 

Meet the Candidates for City Council 
At the November 3 general election, Sanford and Springvale voters will elect two City Councilors to three-year terms. The            
candidates are Nicholas Taylor, Jonathan Martell, and incumbents Maura Herlihy and Joseph Hanslip. Mr. Martell declined to 
be interviewed for this feature. John Mohr filed nomination papers, but later withdrew his candidacy. 

Maura Herlihy is a current member of        
Sanford’s City Council, serving her fifth term. 
She was Sanford’s first Mayor and has also 
served on the Budget Committee and the 
School Construction Committee. She was an 
active member of the Downtown Legacy 
group, helping bring the Summah Daze,       
Harvest Daze and Holly Daze celebrations to 
Sanford. 

Ms. Herlihy is a graduate of Sanford High 
School and Mount Holyoke College. She is the 
managing owner of Townhouse Properties. 

Her decision to run for another term on the 
Council was the result of wanting to see through some ongoing projects, including 
road work and school building projects. “There are a lot of wonderful things      
happening, and about to happen,” she said. 

She feels one of her strengths as a Council member is her ability to work with     
others to come up with solutions to challenges. She is good at getting along with 
people and   respects the opinions of others. 

Regarding Covid-19, Ms. Herlihy said she hated that the council had to enact the 
mask ordinance and close the parks, but felt it was necessary. She added that    
dealing with the pandemic has been the most frustrating thing she has done as a 
City Councilor, especially having the kids not able to attend school or play sports. 

Besides Covid-19, Ms. Herlihy feels the biggest challenge facing Sanford right now 

Joseph Hanslip has been a member 
of Sanford’s City Council since 2005, 
and has served as Chair and Vice 
Chair. He currently serves as Deputy 
Mayor. Prior to joining the Council, he 
was a County Commissioner for York 
County, and was on the Board of 
Trustees of the Maine Community 
College System. 

Mr. Hanslip was employed as a police 
officer before retiring early due to a 
permanent disability resulting from 
injuries received in the line of duty. 
He also worked part time in his     
family’s textile business. 

He decided to run for another term 
on the City Council because he wants 
to continue to be a part of Sanford’s       
forward momentum. He loves        
Sanford’s blue-collar roots and “never 
say die” attitude. 

He considers two of his strengths to 
be his well-rounded experience at 
many levels of government, and his 
numerous contacts at the state,   
county and local levels. He enjoys 
talking to people and feels he is good 
at getting people with differing   
viewpoints to work together. 

Mr. Hanslip is proud of the actions the 
Council has taken to combat the 
spread of Covid-19 in our community. 
While not universally popular, he 
feels that enacting the mask ordi-
nance and closing the parks were the 
right decisions to keep residents safe. 

In addition 

Continued on page 4 
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to Covid-19, he sees a number of challenges facing Sanford 
right now. One of these is attracting and retaining a variety 
of businesses to provide employment. “Marketing Sanford 
and Springvale is key to this effort,” he said, adding that 
businesses who have stayed in Sanford should also be      
rewarded. 

The addiction epidemic is another huge area of concern. He  
believes that a multi-pronged approach that involves law       
enforcement, rehab and counseling, and addresses the root 
causes of addiction, is the best way forward. 

Among his specific goals for the future are continuing the 
efforts of the Land Bank Authority, which addresses derelict 
properties and irresponsible landlords. Improving or        
removing those buildings helps stabilize property values in 
the surrounding neighborhoods, while reducing the need for 
city services, he said, all of which helps keep property taxes 
under control. 

When asked what could be done to revitalize Sanford’s retail 
landscape, Mr. Hanslip said we should look to other                 
communities that have successfully rejuvenated their   
downtowns. Upgrading the appearance of our downtown 
area, marketing Sanford and Springvale, and working to  
attract specialty stores are some of the methods the city can 
use in this effort. 

homelessness and drug abuse in our community. He recommends the establishment of a Homelessness Subcommittee, and 
wants Sanford to support better drug abuse recovery programs, to assist those looking for help in turning their lives around. 

Youth development is another area he would prioritize. The city has done a great job in expanding our schools, he said, but 
added that he would like to see more support for youth programs not affiliated with the schools that supplement                 
development of our   children.  He would work with established programs to figure out their biggest obstacles, and bring           
recommendations back to the City Council for support.  

As a City Councilor, Mr. Taylor would work to improve Sanford’s reputation with the business community. “Increased costs 
and headaches associated with planning, development, and ownership of property are causing property owners to increase 
rent and business expenses for small business owners,” he said. He would work with the newly established business coalition 
to determine the root cause of the concerns and address them accordingly.  “I believe this initiative would break down       
barriers and open the doors to increased economic development,” he added. 

bringing in young, well-educated families to provide the workforce needed to attract and grow local businesses. The           
upgrades to Sanford’s school system over the past two years are the base on which to build, she said, but adds that good 
housing is another  critical element needed to draw new families. 

Among her goals for her next term, if reelected to the Council, are working with the Maine Sports Resort and Conference   
Center project (formerly known as York Pines), which is now attracting potential investors. She is excited about a few new 
large building projects which are in the pipeline to bring new housing to Sanford, and is also anxious to see the Sanford     
Seacoast Regional Airport continue to grow. 

Ms. Herlihy said attracting new retail business to Sanford and Springvale is “difficult but not insurmountable.” She called a 
vibrant downtown area critical to the success of this effort. The city should provide the tax benefits and resources businesses 
need, she said, but added that bringing the right demographics to our community will draw retailers, enabling our             
community to compete with Biddeford and Rochester as a shopping destination. 

Herlihy…...continued from previous page 
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Community “To Go” Meal Programs 

York County Shelter Programs—every Tuesday & Thursday, noon 

to 1p.m., 62 High St. 

Curtis Lake Church—every Wednesday, 5 to 6 p.m. 

St. Matthew’s Meal, St. Ignatius Gym—2nd Tuesdays, 5:30-6:30 

Taylor…...continued from previous page 


