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Sanford Parks & Rec Facilities Closed 

At their meeting on Tuesday, September 22, members of the Sanford City Council voted 6-1 
to close all public parks, fields, and outdoor sports facilities in the city, and to shut down all 
recreational programming for adults and youths. This will remain in effect until such time as 
Sanford High School/SRTC is no longer designated “red” by the School Department under 
the color-coding school reopening guidelines. The trail system remains open. 

City Manager Steven Buck said the Public Safety Subcommittee had talked earlier that day 
about what activities might still go forward, but after the Maine CDC press briefing in the 
afternoon, the decision was made to recommend this action to the full Council. He              
referenced comments by Dr. Nirav Shah, director of Maine CDC, who reported the CDC is 
investigating two gatherings of students that occurred outside of the school setting, as     
possible factors in the outbreak at SHS/SRTC. 

Councilor Ayn Hanselmann spoke in favor of the measure. She said the goal was to get the 
kids back to school, parents back to work, and businesses open. 

Councilor Bob Stackpole agreed, saying “we have a responsibility to keep our children safe.” 
He added that if the outbreaks are not brought under control, “people are going to start   
dying.” 

Councilor Luke Lanigan was the lone dissenting vote on the measure. He argued the        
mandate was not necessary, would not be enforceable, and that protecting children was the 
parents’ job. “We’re overstepping on this one,” he said.                     ...Continued on page 3 

Community Calendar 

9/26 Drive-Thru Bean    

Supper @ Crossroads United 

Methodist Church 

9/30 Trafton Center Flu 

Clinic 

9/30 Deadline for Rental 

Relief Applications 

10/1 Candidates Night 

10/2 Rotary/Kiwanis Golf 

Tournament @ Sanford 

Country Club 

10/3 Blessing of the         

Animals @ Holy Family 

Church 

See the complete Calendar 

with all the details at 

https://bit.ly/2FVVmC4 



On Wednesday, September 23,             
Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson 
announced a drive-through Covid-19 
testing program for all students, faculty 
and staff of Sanford High School and  
Sanford Regional Technical Center. The 
testing will take place on Friday and  
Saturday, September 25 and 26, and 
will be by appointment only. The full         
announcement, with details on the    
testing procedure and information on 
how to make an appointment, can be 
found on the School Department’s    
website. 

Dr. Nirav Shah, director of Maine CDC, 
addressed the outbreak at Sanford 
High School/SRTC in his regular press      
briefing on Thursday. He strongly 
urged all students, faculty and staff to 
take  advantage of the testing. “A high 
rate of testing will be a critical way for 
officials to gauge the extent of the 
spread of the virus,” he said. 

Dr. Shah characterized the spread of 
Covid-19 in York County as “forceful, 
community-level transmission,” and 
warned that even casual interactions 
could spread the virus. 44% percent of 
the new cases in Maine in the previous 
24 hours were in York County, he said. 

On Thursday, September 24, Maine 
CDC updated its map of Covid-19 case 
counts by zip code. With data as of Sep-
tember 20, there are a cumulative total 
of 108 cases of the virus in Sanford, 
and 32 in Springvale, for a total of 140 
in our community. This is an increase 
of 37 cases since last week’s update. It 
is not known how many of these cases 
are active and how many are             
recovered, as that  information is not 

broken down by zip code. There are 
currently 192 active  cases in York 
County, as of September 23. 

At his previous briefing on Tuesday,  
September 22, Dr. Shah announced one 
new outbreak in Sanford, at the Wolves 
Club. Five patrons and one staff     
member have tested positive there. The 
outbreak at the Baker Company now 
includes  seven cases. 

Dr. Shah said the 12 cases of Covid-19 
related to Sanford High School and the 
Sanford Regional Technical Center     
represent the first outbreak in the state 
at a public school. Gatherings that      
occurred outside of the school setting 
are believed to be potential routes of 
viral transmission. Two gatherings the 
CDC is investigating are a pickup     
football game that took place on       
September 16, and a sunrise gathering 
of seniors around the same time. 

The total number of cases in that out-
break has since been updated to 13, of 
which 11 are at SHS and two at SRTC. 
The CDC is not releasing the          
breakdown of numbers of students and 
staff included in the outbreak. 

Dr. Shah also said epidemiologists       
believe the outbreaks at Sanford and 
Springvale social clubs are linked, and 
are now trying to determine how many 
people visited multiple clubs, carrying 
the virus with them. 

Exponential growth of the virus is the 
major concern. “The number of new 
cases seems small, but if left               
unaddressed, can quickly get out of 
hand and lead to a massive outbreak,” 
he said. 

Covid-19 Update 
Police 

Notes 
 
Sanford Police responded to 

an incident on the Rail Trail Saturday 

involving an ATV rider who allegedly 

trespassed on private property,     

harassed the resident and struck his 

pickup truck. The Sanford ATV 
Club’s Facebook posts about the 

incident were shared widely, and a 

spokesman for the club posted     

Saturday night that the individual had 

been located and the ATV I   

mpounded. Unfortunately, the land-

owner subsequently decided to close 

the trail through their property to 
ATVs, but the club is hoping to work 

with the landowner to reverse that 

decision. 

Seacoast Online reported      

Wednesday that Chace              

Bellefountaine of Sanford has been 

indicted by a grand jury on charges 

of robbery,  aggravated criminal  

trespassing, criminal threatening with 

a dangerous weapon, criminal     

mischief, and assault. The charges 
stem from an incident in June, when 

he allegedly entered a home,   

threatened a woman with a knife, 

assaulted her, and damaged her 

property. The most  serious charge 

carries a sentence of up to 30 years 

imprisonment. Mr. Bellefountaine will 

be arraigned in York County Superior 

Court on October 14. He is currently 
being held at the York County Jail in 

lieu of $25,000 bail. 
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At the City Council’s regular meeting on 
Tuesday, September 22, the following 
items were among those presented or         
discussed: 

Mayor Tom Cote began by reminding 
people who wish to report violations of 
the mask ordinance to call the Police       
Department, not the City Council. He 
also described a conversation with   
Governor Janet Mills, who called him to 
express her support for everything    
Sanford is doing to contain the            
outbreaks of Covid-19, and offer what-
ever state assistance might be needed. 
Mayor Cote said the conversation was 
very productive, and added that         
Governor Mills was impressed by the 
PSA made by Sanford High School    
students. He thanked State                 
Representative Anne-Marie Mastraccio 
for putting the call together. 

City Manager Steven Buck reported on 
an ongoing issue with a property at 277 
Blanchard Road in Springvale that has 
been the site of several large outdoor 
gatherings. The Public Safety             
Subcommittee has had lengthy          
discussions at recent meetings on    
possible enforcement actions. Mr. Buck 
said that Police Chief Thomas Connolly 
issued a stern warning to the property 
owners last week, and as a result, a 
gathering advertised for this past 
weekend did not take place. 

Mr. Buck gave an update on the          
ongoing Covid-19 situation in Sanford 
with the latest information from Maine 
CDC. He said that all social clubs in the 
city have been notified of the mask  
ordinance and told that the Code      
Enforcement Officer will be doing     
inspections. He reported that the city 
and the state are now coordinating 
their efforts regarding  inspections and 
licensing. He described the planned 
testing of “upwards of 1400 people” at 

Sanford High School/SRTC, and how 
current guidelines call for retesting 
every seven days until there are two 
test cycles with no new positives. An 
outbreak is not declared clear until 28 
days have passed since the last positive 
test. Mr. Buck said he encouraged Matt 
Nelson, Sanford’s Superintendent of 
Schools, to discuss possible new    
guidelines with state officials, as it may 
not be possible to ever close the High 
School outbreak with that large a     
testing pool.  

The Council approved a new medical 
marijuana grower/cultivator license 
for 207 Hydroponics, LLC, located at 
168 Country Club Road, Unit B. 

The Council approved a $50,000 Public 
Service Community  Development 
Block Grant to support Waban Projects, 
Inc. with workforce development.    
Executive Director Jennifer Putnam 
told the Council that Waban is having a 
very difficult time attracting enough 
staff to care for its clients, and that the           
pandemic has made it even harder. The 
grant funds, matched by $120,000 in 
funds from Waban, will be used to     
expand its recruitment and retention 
efforts. 

The Council approved the Trails       
Committee’s application for a $50,000 
grant, which would mostly be used to 
improve a section of the trail behind 
Indian Ledge condos. That quarter-mile 
section of trail, which Trails Committee 
representative Lee Burnett said has 
been a problem for over twenty years, 
would be paved to eliminate dust, and 
have traffic-calming features installed 
to reduce speed. Mr. Burnett said the      
Indian Ledge Townhouse Association is 
fully on board with the project, and the 
Sanford ATV Club is contributing most 
of the matching funds. 

Springvale 

Library 

News 
 
On September 18, Springvale   
Public Library Director Lesley     
Unger reluctantly decided to close 
the Library to the public due to the 
surge of Covid-19 cases locally. 
She will reassess the situation in 
two weeks and hopes to reopen 
then. In the meantime, you can take 
advantage of the Library’s curbside 
service to check out books, movies 
and more. 

The Library is raffling off a wonder-
ful watercolor painting by children’s   
author and artist Bruce McMillan. 
The painting, entitled “Thirty 
Minutes to Three Afloat,” can be 
viewed on the Library’s website and 
Facebook page. Tickets are $1 
each or 6 for $5, and the drawing 
will be held after the holidays. 

Looking for a family activity? Come 
pick up a Scavenger Hunt             
Extravaganza packet curbside to  
discover, explore, and learn more 
about the wild world around us. 
Make your own Tree identification 
wheel, check for tracks, take pic-
tures and win a copy of “Berries, 
Seeds and Nuts” by Diane Burns. 

Parks, continued from page 1 

“We’re doing our jobs,” responded   
Councilor Joe Hanslip. He addressed 
his comments to those who claim 
that Covid-19 safety measures      
impinge on their civil liberties. “You 
can exercise your rights up until the 
time that it negatively affects the 
rights of others.” 

Mayor Tom Cote said “We can       
contribute to the problem or we can 
contribute to the solution. Right now 
the solution is kids not meeting in 
groups.” 

In response to Councilor Lanigan’s     
concerns, Police Chief Thomas     
Connolly stated the Department 
would do its best to enforce the 
measure. “We have the same         
interests as everybody else,” he said. 
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Advertise in the Sanford Springvale News 

Email sanfordspringvalenews@outlook.com for info 

City Council 9/22 Meeting Summary 



At the Sanford School Committee’s regular meeting on           
September 21, the following items were among those        
presented or discussed: 

Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson gave an update on 
the construction projects at Sanford High School, Margaret 
Chase Smith School and Sanford Middle School. The final 
walk-through for SMS is scheduled for later this week, and in
-person classes are at this time still planned to begin on   
September 28. School Committee and Building Committee 
members will tour SMS and MCS on Tuesday. Mr. Nelson also 
spoke about the   upcoming construction at the old Junior 
High, which is now known as the Converted Elementary 
School. Work there is scheduled to begin October 1. 

Committee member Emily Sheffield gave a report on the        
Performing Arts Center. Most programming is on hold due to 
the pandemic, but the Performing Arts Committee is          
discussing having some kind of Christmas program to       
provide a little     holiday cheer. Once the school is back to 
green and activities can resume, they would also like to get 
the theater group busy with some one-act plays. 

Committee member Kendra Williams gave a report on WSSR
-TV. They are working on a postcard mailing to be sent to 
every home in Sanford and Springvale, with information on 
how to access programming, to be paid for with Covid Relief 
Funds. Sarah Schnell, who heads up WSSR, is working on 
several new projects, including possibly turning Rick        
Stanley’s radio show into videos, and getting cameras for 
Alumni Field so that once games can be played, they can be 
streamed as well. Ms. Schnell added that WSSR’s YouTube 
channel is getting close to 1,000 subscribers, at which time 
videos can be monetized to provide a small additional        
revenue stream. 

Superintendent Nelson gave an update on the Covid-19          
outbreak at Sanford High School and the Sanford Regional 
Technical Center. He said there were 12 cases connected to 
the schools, which resulted in his decision Friday afternoon 

to close them for at least two weeks, and have students go to 
full remote learning. He is meeting regularly with Maine CDC 
and the Maine Department of Education. Faculty and staff 
are working  remotely at this time as well, in order for the 
building to be thoroughly cleaned, with a focus on high-
touch areas. A new Covid-19 information page has been   
added to the School Department’s website, and includes  
positive case counts broken down by school. 

Assistant Superintendent of Schools Steve Bussiere reported 
on the Distance Learning Academy being run at the Lafayette 
School in collaboration with the YMCA. The program         
provides academic support, as well as breakfast and lunch, to 
kids on remote learning days. The students are separated 
into pods by school. There is a cost of $25 per day to the   
family, but scholarships are available. No one has been 
turned away for inability to pay, he said. Currently about 20 
students are enrolled, but calls from interested parents are 
being received every day. 

Curriculum Director Beth Lambert gave an update on the      
Calvert Learning program. She said there have been a     
number of questions and glitches, but with help from        
Calvert’s District Manager, they are being addressed. There 
is a dedicated page on the School Department’s website to 
help parents find answers to issues that come up. Ms.      
Lambert reported that of the 3,112 students enrolled in the 
Sanford School District, 706 chose fully remote learning, and 
326 of those are using Calvert. This represents 10.5% of the 
total district enrollment. There are three teachers, plus Ms. 
Lambert, supporting them. She said if more parents opt for 
Calvert, additional support staff may be needed. 

Two new agreements with the Sanford Federation of    
Teachers union were approved. One sets up a sick leave bank 
to provide pay for teachers who have to quarantine due to 
symptoms of Covid, and have used up their own sick time. 
The other provides additional compensation for the extra 
hours teachers and ed techs may work due to the pandemic.  

Halloween Yard Decorating Contest 
for the Sanford Backpack Program! 

$10 will send two backpacks home with Sanford kids who are fighting youth food insecurity.  It will also get 
you entered into the Halloween Yard Decorating contest!  Make a minimum $10 donation, share your con-
tact info with your donation, and then be all set for judging on 10/27 - 10/28.  Judges will drive by partici-
pants’ homes and pick out three winners in two categories (Scariest and Most Original).  Participants must 
live within Sanford city limits. Donate and register at: 

https://www.mightycause.com/story/Sbphalloween 

School Committee 9/21 Meeting Summary 


