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Three Rivers Land Trust is working to preserve a large recreation and conservation area in Springvale 
to benefit the community and the region. This 550-acre property, to be named the “Sanford              
Community Forest,” is one of the largest remaining undeveloped areas within city limits, and Three 
Rivers aims to protect its ecological health while keeping it available for public recreation and             
traditional uses. 

The property is part of the former LaValley Lumber forests, and extends from Oak Street (Route 11A) 
to the Rail Trail in one direction, and from Harry Howes Road to the border with Lebanon in the other 
direction. 

This landscape of valuable plant and wildlife habitats is currently enjoyed by exploring hikers,       
mountain bikers, and hunters in season, who would continue to have access once the property is    
protected. It includes a rough trail from previous forestry operations with access from both Oak Street 
and the Rail Trail, which would be improved after the property is purchased by Three Rivers. The 
Community Forest will provide vital water quality protection in the Salmon Falls River watershed and 
carbon storage throughout its extensive forests. 

The western part of the Community Forest is rich with wetlands, and Three Rivers has received      
generous funding from the Maine Natural Resources Conservation Program to acquire, restore, and 
steward the western 310 acres. This portion of the forest will be allowed to develop in a wilder state, 
with a low-impact trail from which to admire its beauty. The eastern part of the Community Forest is 
about 240 acres, and will be more actively managed to demonstrate sustainable forestry and develop 
recreational trails. The entire 550 acres will be open to hunting under local regulations and land trust 
guidelines, and the forested nature of the land will be maintained indefinitely. 

Of the nearly $800,000 needed to acquire, restore, and improve access to the property, Three  Rivers 
has already secured $620,000 through foundation and government grants, and is now kicking off an 
energetic campaign to raise the remaining funds, with the help of Mousam Way Land Trust and other 
organizations. 

Three Rivers needs to raise the final $180,000 by the end of 2021 to make this massive project a     
success. Money raised will cover the cost of purchasing the property, installation of a trailhead on Oak 
Street, creation of a community forestry plan, and will provide a dedicated fund to help care for the 
property over time. The land trust will continue to apply for grants, but expects to raise the majority of 
the funds from community members and local businesses who support land conservation for           
recreation, health, and environmental sustainability. 

Find more information about the project and how to donate on the Three Rivers website at 3rlt.org. 

Your Maine Source for Information 

550 Acres for Conservation & Recreation 

Covid Update 

Our community reached an 
unhappy milestone this week, 
as a cumulative total of 1,002 
cases of Covid-19 have now 
been reported in the city since 
the pandemic began. Broken 
down by zip code, this        
represents 803 cases in San-
ford and 199 in Springvale. 

This is an increase of 99     
Sanford cases and 23 
Springvale cases over the  
previous week, for a total of 
122 new cases in the city. This 
is data as of January 17. 

As of January 20, York County 
registered 1,838 cases of the 
virus in the prior two weeks. 
There is no accurate way to 
measure the number of active 
cases, but as the virus has a 
two-week incubation period, 
this is one way to gauge an 
approximate number. 

74,760 Maine residents have 
received at least one dose of a 
Covid vaccine as of January 
21. 17,248 have received the 
second dose as well. 

Maine Health is now        
scheduling vaccination       
appointments for those age 
70+. Call (877) 780-7545 to 
schedule. 
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Community Calendar 

1/25 Blood Drive @ North Parish 
Church, noon—6:00 pm 

1/25 School Committee Meeting, 6 pm 

1/26 Municipal Operations & Property 
Subcommittee, 8:30 am 

1/26 Public Safety Subcomm., 11 am 

1/26 Zoning Subcommittee, 1 pm 

1/26 Maine Downtown Affiliate         
Program Meeting, 4 pm 

1/27 Land Bank Authority, 8:45 am 

2/1 SRTC Applications Open 

2/2 City Council Meeting, 6 pm 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 City Council 1/19 Meeting Highlights 
Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio announced that, instead of City Council members       
reciting the pledge of allegiance out of unison, effective immediately one Councilor 
would recite it, and that they would take turns at subsequent meetings. Councilor   
Robert Stackpole did the honors. 

In her report, Mayor Mastraccio spoke about the recent Leadership Team meeting she 
attended with Deputy Mayor Maura Herlihy, City Manager Steven Buck, Finance       
Director Ronni Champlin, Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson, and School           
Committee Chair Don Jamison and Vice Chair Paula Cote. The discussion included the 
budget process and transparency; the future use of school buildings including the   
Memorial Gym, Willard and Lafayette; and the process for naming the Converted     
Elementary School. The Leadership Team made a commitment to meet monthly. 

In his report, City Manager Buck gave an update on the Covid-19 situation. He said 
Maine CDC Director Dr. Nirav Shah was in Sanford this week to look at a potential site 
for a mega vaccine center. The state plans to use the centers to administer 1,000      
vaccinations per week at first, ramping up to 1,000 per day as the vaccine becomes 
more available. In response to a question from Councilor John Tuttle, Mr. Buck said 
approximately 14% of Sanford’s first responders have declined the Covid vaccine, but 
that compares favorably to the 17% to 18% of health care workers statewide who have 
refused it. 

Mr. Buck said that the Maine Department of Transportation will be taking public     
comment via its website on the scheduled reconstruction of Route 202/Cottage Street/
River Street. Comments will be accepted from January 25 to February 5. A link with 
more information will be available at https://www.maine.gov/mdot/vpi/ beginning 
on the 25th. 

Hazen Carpenter presented the Trails Committee’s Annual Report. He spoke about the 
many improvements to the trails that have happened in the past year. He said new 
maps of the trails are being printed now, and will be uploaded to the sanfordrec.com 
website when they are ready. 

The Council unanimously approved a zoning change to allow signage for medical     
marijuana businesses. Mr. Stackpole pointed out that graphics are allowed on these 
signs, but they are regulated by the state as to content. 

After some confusion and discussion over an error by the Planning department, the 
Council unanimously approved a zoning change to allow Mental Health Practitioner 
offices in the same zones where other medical offices are allowed. Due to the mixup, 
residential mental health facilities are now prohibited in all zones, but this will be   
addressed at a future meeting, as that was not the intent of the Zoning Subcommittee. 

There was discussion of the activation of the Fire Station Feasibility Committee, to 
study constructing two new fire stations to replace the three current ones. Mayor 
Mastraccio, Councilor Ayn Hanselmann and Councilor Luke Lanigan will be part of the 
Committee, along with Fire Chief Steve Benotti, Assistant Chief Robert Arnold,           
Lieutenant Scott Chase and Code Enforcement Officer Jamie Cole representing the City 
of Sanford. Community members on the Committee will include Shawn Sullivan         
representing public relations; Steve Dumont, a developer; and Becky Brink, who was 
on the Core Building Committee for the new schools. A Realtor is also needed to round 
out the Committee. 

The Council unanimously approved the third extension of the city’s emergency           
ordinance, which allows the City Manager to review warrants and sign on behalf of the 
Council. The extension will expire in 91 days if it is not renewed again. 

Mayor Mastraccio appointed Councilors Hanselmann and Stackpole, along with        
community members Kendra Williams and Paul Auger, to a new committee to set up a 
process for choosing a permanent name for the former Junior High, which is currently 
referred to as the Converted Elementary School. The School Department will appoint 
members as well. This new committee will not choose the name for the school, merely 
determine the process by which the name will be chosen. 

See the page 3 stories for more from the City Council meeting. 



3 

Growth Council Update 

At the City Council’s January 19 meeting, Sanford Growth   
Council Director James Nimon gave an update on some of the 
new economic development projects that are in the works. 

He mentioned the New England Battery Storage facility that we 
wrote about last month, and said the recently renovated One 
Eagle Drive building has several prospective tenants. 

Mr. Nimon told the Council that Harrison Development, LLC, a 
commercial real estate management company with a focus on 
environmentally conscientious buildings, is relocating its head-
quarters from Kennebunk to Sanford in order to take advantage 
of the city’s many resources. They will be constructing a new 
warehouse and office space on Smada Drive. 

Mr. Nimon also said a purchase and sale agreement for the city-
owned Stenton Trust building was signed January 12. He said 
the purchaser is in the due diligence phase now, so he could not 
give more details at this time. 

 

New Council Rules for Multi-Media Access 

At its meeting on January 19, the City Council unanimously 
adopted revisions to the Rules of Procedure which govern how 
meetings are conducted. 

The major revision replaced a single-paragraph section on how 
meetings are to be televised, with a much longer section entitled 
“Multi-Media Presentation of City Council meetings/Workshops 
and/or Related Meetings.” 

Under the new rules, all regular City Council meetings must in-
clude live broadcast on public access television, a live stream 
over the internet, and a videotelephony platform (such as Zoom) 
allowing public participation by remote connection. Meetings 
must be recorded and rebroadcast on television, as well as made 
available via internet streaming. 

This is how meetings have been conducted during the pandemic, 
but the Council felt that multi-media access should be spelled 
out. Plans are to continue providing Zoom access even after the 
Council returns to in-person meetings. 

The multi-media rules will also apply to other boards and     
committees established by the city charter or by the Council. 

The new rules specify that Council/board/committee members 
and lead staff (e.g. City Manager, Planning Director) must be 
visible on camera at all times during the meeting. 

Detailed instructions for public access and participation via 
Zoom are also included in the revision. 

One important sentence to note in the new rules: “Failure to 
televise or record any meeting shall not affect the validity of 
actions taken at the meeting.” In other words, if there is a     
technical glitch that causes the Zoom, streaming or recording to 
go down, any actions taken by the Council during that glitch are 
still legal and binding. 

All other City Council meetings or workshops may be televised, 
but will always incorporate Zoom or another videotelephony   
platform for public access. 

 

 

 

Subscription Service 
In response to requests, we are now offering a subscription   
service for the print edition of the Sanford Springvale News. For 
$50/50 issues, or $25/25 issues, we will mail a copy to your 
home or office each week. Purchasing a subscription for your 
older friends and family members is a great way to show them 
you care! 

Send a check or money order to Sanford Springvale News, PO 
Box 553, Springvale ME 04083. We also accept Paypal to       
sanfordspringvalenews@outlook.com. 
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The Goodall Library is open again for browsing. Hours are 
10:00 – 4:00 on Monday, Tuesday and Friday; and 10:00 -7:00 
on Wednesday and Thursday. They still offer curbside service as 
well. 

At its January 20 meeting, the Planning Board approved a new 
private way, which will enable access from Ridley Road to   
property owned by Shaw’s Ridge Farm. It is planned to            
subdivide a piece of that property to construct a home. Another 
home or two could be added in future years. The name Rocky 
Ridge Road was proposed, but Code Enforcement Officer Jamie 
Cole said that name could not be used, as it was too similar to 
another road in the city. 

Congratulations to Sanford High School sopranos Paige Wilson 
and Ella Van Gieson, and altos Aberdeen Brickett and Jaylyn  
Bartolome, who qualified for the 2021 All State Music Festival. 

The First Baptist Church of Springvale has cancelled all       
services and activities until Sunday, January 31, due to Covid.  

  

News Notes     
 

The Maine Principals’ Association has decided that schools in 
counties designated yellow may now begin holding sports   
practices and games, and other activities. York County has been 
designated yellow for over a month. Schools have been closed 
for two weeks due to Covid outbreaks, but are expected to    
reopen Monday, January 25. Sanford’s Athletic Director Gordie 
Salls said “I’m very happy for the student athletes to have the 
opportunity to return to sports. Its been a stressful time for  
everyone, and getting back to sports for these kids will bring 
back some normalcy for them.” 

In other sports-related news, the Sanford Mainers have set up 
an Amazon wish list of needed equipment and supplies. The list 
can be viewed here: https://amzn.to/3bZkZzN. If you would like 
to donate, they encourage purchasing items from local          
businesses if possible Any donations are gratefully accepted. 


