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At the School Committee’s January 4 meeting, the process for giving a permanent name to the          
Converted Elementary School (formerly the Junior High School) was discussed. The school is currently 
undergoing renovations, scheduled for completion this summer. 

During the public participation section of the meeting, Sanford High School teacher Paul Auger said 
mistakes have been made in the past with the process for naming projects. He gave the school mascot 
as an example. “It was done in sworn secrecy, initially,” he said. “The high school faculty was ordered 
not to comment…I don’t think that promoted transparency within the community.” He cited Alumni 
Boulevard as another example. “The name was brought forward at a meeting, and voted on at the same 
meeting,” he said. He asked for more public input and a more open process this time. 

Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson said the Core Building Committee recommended naming the 
school after a person, in line with the other elementary schools in the city. This is only a recommenda-
tion, he pointed out. He also said the name should be chosen by February school vacation at the latest, 
to allow time for the signs to be fabricated and installed before school starts in August. 

Committee Member Jonathan Mapes argued that the decision should not be rushed. “It’s the center of 
our community. We’ve got to get this right,” he said. Committee Member John Roux agreed. 

Committee Member Amy Sevigny suggested having community members be part of a naming          
committee. Superintendent Nelson pointed out that a leadership team meeting with School Committee 
Chair Don Jamison and Vice Chair Paula Cote, Mayor Mastraccio and Deputy Mayor Herlihy is being 
planned. He suggested that might be a good starting point, and that a committee could come out of 
those discussions to move the naming process forward and take public input.  
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Naming Process for Converted 

Elementary School Debated 

Covid Update 

Cases of Covid-19 in our   
community continue to      
increase at a rapid pace. With 
data as of January 3, there 
have now been a cumulative 
596 cases of the virus in    
Sanford, and 137 in 
Springvale, for a total of 733. 
This represents an increase of 
124 new cases in our         
community, breaking last 
week’s record of 94 cases. 

In his report to the City   
Council this week, City      
Manager Steve Buck provided 
some information on          
vaccination progress.       
Southern Maine Health Care 
clinical staff (those who have 
contact with patients) have all 
received their first dose of the 
vaccine, and will begin       
receiving their second dose 
this week. Non-clinical staff 
are beginning their first dose. 

Mr. Buck said that all of the 
approximately 400 EMS     
clinicians in York County will 
have received their first shot 

Continued on page 4 

Library Notes 
Sleds are now available to be checked out at the Goodall Library! Two downhill sleds and two 
flying saucer sleds can be checked out with your library card for a week at a time. Post a picture 
on Facebook with the hashtag #sleddingwithgoodall to be entered in a raffle for a free book or 
movie. 

The Springvale Library’s first-ever Adult Winter Reading Challenge will be ready to pick up 
curbside beginning January 11. Read books from the list and win prizes! Of course there is a  
Winter Reading Program for kids, too, which runs through February 26. 
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Community Calendar 

1/11 Blood Drive @ Nasson Community 
Center, 11:00 am-4:00 pm 

1/13 Veteran Poetry Sound Off, Online, 
6:00 pm 

1/14 & 1/15 Auditions for Nasson  
Community Center and Little Theater 
Virtual Productions 

1/18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

1/19 City Council Meeting—6:00 pm 

1/20 Planning Board—6:30 pm 

1/25 Blood Drive @ North Parish 
Church, noon—6:00 pm 

1/25 School Committee Meeting, 6 pm 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 City Council 12/22 Meeting Summary 
The City Council’s first meeting of the new year was devoted to a number of                 
administrative matters, in addition to other business. 

Mayor Anne-Marie Mastraccio and City Councilors Maura Herlihy and Jonathan Martell 
were sworn in by City Clerk Sue Cote. 

In his regular report, City Manager Steven Buck presented an update on the Covid-19 
situation and vaccination progress. See the story on page 1. He also showed a number of 
aerial photos of the new Summer Commons senior care facility under construction off 
June St. The facility is scheduled to open in the spring. 

Mayor Mastraccio said she has received complaints from residents about violations of 
Governor Mills’ executive orders by social clubs in the city. Councilor John Tuttle said he 
has received complaints as well. Police Chief Tom Connolly was not aware of any official 
complaints to the Police Department, but said he would look into it. 

An amendment to the Animal Control Ordinance was approved after the second reading. 
The amendment increases the fees for reclaiming an impounded dog to $25 for the first 
offense, $50 for the second offense, and $75 for the third offense within one year. Chief 
Connolly said the increase will help to cover the cost of transporting dogs to the shelter 
in Kennebunk. Even after the increase, Sanford’s fees are still lower than surrounding 
communities, he said. 

Councilor Herlihy was elected Deputy Mayor by a 6-1 vote, with Councilor Martell the 
lone vote in opposition. He had nominated Councilor Luke Lanigan for the position, but 
the nomination was not seconded. 

Sue Cote was reappointed Registrar of Voters. 

Annual compensation of $5,000 for Mayor Mastraccio and $4,000 for each City          
Councilor was approved. 

The Council’s Rules of Procedure were discussed. Mayor Mastraccio suggested that the 
current Rules stay in place until a special subcommittee can review them and propose 
new language regarding procedures for virtual meetings (including Zoom meetings), 
which are not currently addressed. The subcommittee will consist of the Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor, and Councilor Bob Stackpole. All were in agreement. 

The Council’s Code of Conduct was unanimously approved. 

Appointments to city Boards and Committees were approved.  

The calendar for Budget Committee meetings and public hearings on the budget was 
approved. 

The Council agreed to have a goal setting workshop before the next regular Council 
Meeting on January 19. The workshop will be held at 4:30 p.m. and will be accessible to 
the public. 

The Council approved Phase II of the street lights conversion project. Phase I, which was 
completed over the summer, upgraded most of the street lights in Sanford/Springvale to 
LED. In Phase II, 23 more street lights will be converted. This includes lights at the South 
Sanford roundabout and an area in front of Lowes/Walmart. In addition, 24 new LED 
street lights will be installed on Lebanon St., St. Ignatius St., Roberts St., a section of Main 
St. north of the high school, and at the roundabout by Number One Pond. 

Business Notes 

VIP Auto Service is planning to purchase, expand and renovate the former Bonanza 
Steakhouse for their new showroom and service center. The first step in the process 
happened this week when the Planning Board approved a recommendation for a    
zoning change for a parcel of land adjacent to the property. The zoning change next 
has to be approved by the City Council. The plans will also go through the full Site Plan 
Review process before Planning Board approval. O'Reilly Auto Parts will stay in the 
building they currently share with VIP. 

Sanford Sound has moved to a larger location at 1438 Main St. (the former Maine 
Stove & Chimney building). Stop by and check out their spacious new showroom. 

Winter leagues are now forming at Bowl-a-Rama. They have availability for new     
bowlers/teams on Tuesdays or Thursdays. Call 324-2401 for more info.  
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Enrichment Courses to be 

Offered at SHS/SRTC 

At the School Committee’s January 4 meeting, Curriculum Director 
Beth Lambert gave a presentation on the enrichment courses 
planned for Sanford High School/SRTC for the 2021-2022 school 
year. The courses were originally planned to start this year, but the 
hybrid learning schedule due to the pandemic required it to be  
delayed until next year. 

The classes would be held twice a week during the “skinny block” 
that was created when the school schedule went from five blocks to 
four. Courses would be graded and each would receive a quarter 
credit. 

Teachers were invited to submit descriptions of classes they     
wanted to teach. Ms. Lambert, along with Principals Matt             
Petermann of SHS and Kathy Sargent of SRTC winnowed the list 
down to 70 offerings. The focus will be on applied learning –    
courses that provide knowledge or skills useful to life outside the 
classroom – with some career exploratory courses. 

Classes that will be offered include: Botanical Illustration, Bucket 
Drumming, Child Psychology, Cracking Cold Cases, Fish and Game, 
Maine Studies, Meteorology, Theater Production: Costume Design & 
Makeup, Renewable Energy, Trail Maintenance, Internal             
Combustion Engines and many more. 

Mr. Petermann told the Committee the overall objective of the   
program is to get students engaged, by finding more ways to      
connect the school’s curriculum to real life. Feedback from students 
and teachers will be critical to making positive adjustments in the 
program. Having classes during the “skinny block,” rather than as 
full courses, makes it more attractive to teachers to experiment 
with subject matter, he said. 

 

School Committee Meeting Summary 

At the School Committee’s regular meeting on January 4, the 
following items were presented or discussed: 

Don Jamison and Paula Cote were unanimously elected as Chair 
and Vice Chair, respectively. 

Committee assignments were handed out as follows: 

 Don Jamison – Policy and WSSR-TV 

 Paula Cote – Curriculum, Wellness, Performing Arts, WSSR 

 John Roux – Dropout Prevention, Personnel, Facilities 

 Jonathan Mapes – Adult Education, SRTC, Facilities, Building 

 Amy Sevigny – Curriculum, Wellness, Personnel, SRTC 

The Audit report was presented by Christian Smith of Wipfli. He 
said the audit went smoothly, there were no findings or          
adjustments, and the district is in a good financial position. 

During Superintendent of Schools Matt Nelson’s construction 
update, Ms. Sevigny said she had received a lot of questions 
from parents about how traffic will flow at the Converted      
Elementary School. Mr. Nelson will check with the architects to 
see if a preliminary plan can be made available. 

Superintendent Nelson went over the proposed school calendar 
for the year. The other schools who send students to SRTC will 
have input before it can be finalized, but the proposed version 
has the first student day of the 2021-2022 school year on     
Monday, August 30. Ms. Sevigny asked if there could be a day 
before school opens for elementary school students to visit their 
new schools to reduce first-day anxiety. Beth Letoureau, SHS’s 
Director of School Counseling, said it would be helpful for   
transfer students in all grades. She pointed out that over 100 
new students transfer to the high school each year. 

Assistant Superintendent Steve Bussiere announced that the day 
program for remote learners, held at Lafayette School in a part-
nership with the YMCA, will continue through the end of the 

 

 

 

Continued on page 4 
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by the end of the week, with second doses scheduled to arrive 
beginning the week of January 18. He said Fire Chief Benotti 
reports the State has recognized the value of the Sanford Fire 
Department in the vaccination process, and it may be a          
proactive part of vaccine administration moving forward, along 
with the Kennebunk and Old Orchard Beach departments. 
Funding and availability of the vaccine are the crucial factors 
being considered. 

Mr. Buck also reported that Alex Hammerle, Emergency       
Management Director for Sanford, is actively engaged with the 
State of Maine EMA and Maine CDC to identify a place in        
Sanford where vaccinations could be given on a large scale, 
seven days a week. Further details will be announced in the 
coming weeks, if this is the course the state ultimately pursues. 

In his Wednesday press briefing, Maine CDC Director Dr. Nirav 
Shah said over 38,000 Mainers have now received their first 
dose of the vaccine. He said the state is developing an online 
tool for people to begin registering for vaccinations, and more 
information on that will be forthcoming. He also reported that 
three new vaccines are nearing approval, including one by 
Johnson & Johnson that only requires a single dose. As always, 
he could not give a timeline for future phases of vaccine         
distribution, as that is largely dependent on the supply          
provided by the federal government. 

Covid….continued from page 1 

school year. 68 students have taken advantage of the program at 
some point this year, with an average of about 20 students per 
day. 

Sanford Middle School Nurse Shawnda Lapointe presented her 
request for a sabbatical that would enable her to finish her 
schooling and become a nurse practitioner. She has a long-term 
substitute lined up to replace her for the months of September 
through December, when she would be doing the required clini-
cal rotation. There was lengthy discussion on the possibilities of 
employing a nurse practitioner in the district, including having a 
student-based health center where ailments like strep throat 
and ear infections could be diagnosed and treated. As the     
funding would need to be budgeted to pay the substitute, Chair 
Don Jamison said a decision would be made as part of the budget 
process that will take place over the next few months. 

The first reading of an update to the policy regarding English 
Language Learners was accepted. The update would bring the 
district’s policy in line with state requirements. The second 
reading of a policy on Earned Paid Leave for Non-Union          
Employees was approved.  

School Committee….continued from page 3 

Best Wishes for a Happy Retirement! 

Some of Sanford’s valued long-term employees retired at the 
end of 2020. Thanks to Sanford Police Department administra-
tor Irene Houde for 30 years of service, City Treasurer & Tax 
Collector Paula Simpson for 28 years of service, and SPD Lt. 
Matt Jones for 18 years of service. Your contributions to our 
community are very much appreciated!  

York County Shelter Programs‘ free meal program has moved 

to 81 Cottage Street, right next to Roger’s Supa Dolla. To-go 

meals are offered Tuesdays and Thursdays from noon to 1:00. 


