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At its December 16 meeting, the Planning Board gave preliminary approval to two new 
apartment buildings to be constructed in downtown Sanford. The developer, TPD             
Construction Co., is currently building similar apartments in South Sanford near the      
roundabout. 

One of the new buildings would be located on Roberts Street where Ballenger Auto is now. It 
would include 24 one- and two-bedroom units. The other 12-unit building would be on Main 
Street, on the vacant lot between the former Verizon building and Sunset Towers. 

Most of the discussion at the Planning Board meeting, and at the Site Plan Review            
Committee meeting the day before, centered around the proposed design for the parking 
areas. The design for the Main Street building’s parking area connects to the municipal   
parking lot which is mostly used by the Police Department and Sweet Memories Restaurant. 

Planning Director Beth DellaValle read an email from Police Chief Tom Connolly stating his 
opposition to the proposed parking lot design. He wrote that the municipal lot is used by his 
officers at night, and they have safety concerns with it being directly connected to the    
apartment building lot. 

Assistant City Engineer Mike Casserly pointed out that the Police Department has other 
parking options around the station. There is a parking lot on either side of the building, plus 
several spaces directly in front of the Department, which are for its exclusive use. 

Ms. DellaValle proposed a separate meeting between the applicant, Chief Connolly, and    
representatives of the Planning Department and Public Works Department, to try and reach 
a compromise solution on the parking. Board members agreed it was a good idea. 

Ms. DellaValle also read a letter from abutter Jennifer Rohleder, who expressed concerns 
about privacy and the negative affect on her property value from a 24-unit building right 
next door. Ms. DellaValle responded that the Ballenger property has been zoned for       
apartment buildings for a long time. City Planner Molly Kirchoff presented options for    
fencing that might increase privacy, while preserving an open feel. 

The application will go to the Design Review Committee, and then back to the Site Plan    
Review Committee, before coming back to the Planning Board for final approval. 
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Latest Covid 

Information 

In the latest data available 
from Maine CDC, cases of 
Covid-19 in Sanford and 
Springvale continue to       
increase at a rapid pace,    
although the number of new 
cases this week is not as great 
as last week. With data as of 
December 20, there are now a 
cumulative total of 515 cases 
of the virus in our community, 
with 418 in Sanford and 97 in 
Springvale. This represents an 
increase of 69 total cases, 
compared to 82 last week. It 
should be noted that this is 
still our second highest one-
week increase since the     
pandemic began, so don’t take 
those masks off just yet. 

We reported previously on 
Maine CDC’s draft plan for 
vaccinating residents of the 
state against Covid-19, which 
has been posted on the state’s 
website since October. But in 
one of his regular press    
briefings since then, Dr. Nirav 
Shah, Maine CDC’s director, 

 …...Continued on page 4 
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Community Calendar 

12/28 Blood Drive @ North Parish 
Church, noon-6:00 pm 

12/31 Free for All: Rustic Overtones, 
SPAC/WSSR-TV, 7:00 pm 

1/4 Back to school! 

1/4 School Committee, Online, 6:00 pm 

1/5 City Council, Online, 6:00 pm 

1/8 Next issue of the Sanford Springvale 
News published 

1/11 Blood Drive @ Nasson Community 
Center, 11:00 am—4:00 pm 

1/13 Veteran Poetry Sound Off, Online, 
6:00 pm 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

 City Council 12/22 Meeting Summary 
At the Sanford City Council’s regular meeting on December 22, the following items were pre-
sented or discussed: 

Councilor Ayn Hanselmann announced a donation of 1,000 cloth face masks from United 
Way. She asked local organizations to contact her if any are needed. 

City Manager Steven Buck gave an update on Covid-19 numbers and the latest vaccination 
plans. See separate story. 

Mr. Buck reported that the solar facility at the airport went live and began sending power to 
the ISO New England grid on November 16. He detailed several other solar operations that 
are planned for Sanford, including a 20 Mgw project at the Rushton Street landfill, and a 
ConEdison 4 Mgw project to be built off Route 4. Both of these are slated to begin construc-
tion in the spring. Construction on the NBD project on Airport Road and a project at the for-
mer CGA site on New Dam Road are anticipated to begin later in the summer. There are also 
two additional solar projects in the early planning stages. 

Mr. Buck reported that EcoMaine will not be renewing our current recycling contract, which 
expires in June 2021. They can no longer cover their costs, due to China’s ban on the importa-
tion of most recyclables. City officials are working with EcoMaine to design a new plan that 
would work for all. 

Christian A. Smith of Wipfli presented the results of the annual independent audit of the city 
and school financial statements. He gave a very general overview of the reports, while the 
lengthy actual reports were included in the packet that each Council member receives. There 
were no issues found with the audit. Assets exceed liabilities by $45.2 million. The city has 
$46 million cash in the bank, which is down $3 million from last year. Our debt service is high 
compared to other towns, but it is mostly funded by the state, and the city is in a very good 
position otherwise as regards debt. The audit report was approved. 

A proclamation was read honoring retiring Treasurer/Tax Collector Paula Simpson on her 
nearly 30 years of service to Sanford and Springvale. Council members were unanimous that 
she will be greatly missed. 

The Council approved contracts for two airport projects. One provides for engineering fees 
for reconstruction of the airport’s main taxiway. The second is for planning fees for new air-
port development. 

A proclamation was read honoring outgoing Deputy Mayor Joe Hanslip on his more than 17 
years of service to the community. He was presented with a compass inscribed “With thanks 
for your dedication in charting a course for Sanford, Maine.” 

A public hearing and first reading were held on amendments to the zoning ordinance regard-
ing signage for medical marijuana production facilities. There was no public comment. Coun-
cilor Bob Stackpole noted that state law limits graphics that can be used on marijuana and 
tobacco signage. A second reading will be held in January. 

A public hearing and first reading were held on amendments to the zoning ordinance and 
land use table to allow mental health and [substance] abuse clinics in the Urban Zone. Tim 
Cheney, CEO of Enso, spoke in favor. He would like to relocate his clinic from South Sanford 
to Winter Street, where clients would be able to access treatment more easily. The amend-
ments would allow clinics to provide counseling and prescribe medication only. No medica-
tion would be dispensed on the premises. There was discussion about whether the amend-
ments had been reviewed properly before bringing them before the Council. The Zoning Sub-
committee would normally bring forward a zoning amendment, but in this case, it was re-
viewed by the Public Safety Subcommittee and then the Planning Board. Both of those bodies 
were unanimously in support of the amendments. Police Chief Tom Connolly spoke strongly 
in favor of the change. He noted that the same services are provided at Maine Behavioral 
Healthcare in downtown Springvale. The amendments were tabled until they can be re-
viewed by the Zoning Subcommittee. 

The Council authorized the Chief of Police to sign a memorandum of understanding, which 
provides for mutual aid between York County communities in case any department becomes 
very short staffed due to Covid-19. 

A proclamation honoring outgoing Mayor Tom Cote was read. He was presented with a tidal 
clock inscribed “Thank you for helping turn the tide for our community.” Mayor Cote can use 
the clock to properly time his surfing trips to Wells Beach. He thanked many people who 
have supported and helped him during the past seven years. He also talked about the many 
positive developments that have occurred in Sanford and Springvale during his tenure. 
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Sanford’s Successful BRIDGE 
Program May Expand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the School Committee’s December 21 meeting, Special Education 
Director Stacey Bissell gave a presentation on the BRIDGE program, 
which is now in its ninth year. BRIDGE stands for Building           
Resiliency, Integrity, Determination and Growth through Education. 
The program serves Sanford students with behavioral issues or 
psychological disabilities that interfere with learning. Some         
students are identified by the Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) 
process, while others come to the school after being expelled for 
disciplinary reasons. The School District is still responsible for their 
education, even if they have been expelled, and prior to the          
establishment of the BRIDGE program, the students were sent to 
other programs out of the district. 

Ms. Bissell told the Committee that, since its inception, BRIDGE has 
served our students better by keeping them connected to the      
community, and has saved taxpayers a considerable amount of 
money in the process. The program serves middle and high school 
students and has a graduation rate of 93.4%. With three teachers, 
there is currently a 24 student maximum, but the program averages 
20 students, as some transition back to regular school. In addition 
to the Sanford students, the program currently has two tuition   
students from other districts. 

Ms. Bissell said it has always been the goal to make BRIDGE        
available for K-12 students, and she is developing a plan to add  
elementary students to the program. At this time there are 11 K-5 
students placed out of district, though BRIDGE may not be suitable 
for all of them. School Committee members responded positively to 
the idea of expansion. Ms. Bissell will meet with her team, and if 
they agree an elementary program can be designed in time to start 
next September, the Committee will revisit the issue in January. 

She finished up her presentation with an anecdote about a current 
student who is graduating in 2021 and is now applying to colleges. 
The student told Ms. Bissell she never expected to get a high school 
diploma, much less go to college. “That is why I do what I do,” Ms. 
Bissell told the Committee. 

 

Recent Real Estate Sales 

12/9, 88 Farview Dr., 6 room Cape, 3 bed/2 bath, 2 car garage,   
fireplace, fenced yard, $275,000 

12/10, 1438 Main St., 7,200 sq ft commercial building at South   
Sanford roundabout, $625,000 

12/11, 66 Deering Neighborhood Rd., Springvale, 8 room Farm-
house on 53+ acres, 3 bed/2 bath, barn, $350,000 

12/11, 1 Samuel Dr., 7 room Colonial, 3 bed/2.5 bath, 2 car garage, 
multi-level deck, $326,000 (pictured below) 

12/11, 1126 Main St., 6 room Gambrel, 3 bed/1.5 bath, garage, 
$260,000 

12/14, 6 Nancy Ave., 9 room Colonial, 3 bed/2.5 bath, 2 car garage, 
inground pool, $380,000 

12/14, 83 Country Club Rd. #2, 6 room Cape, 3 bed/2 bath, 4 car 
garage, sunroom, $347,100 

12/14, 20 Chancery Ln., 11 room Cape, 4 bed/3 bath, 2 car garage, 2 
sided fireplace, inground pool, basketball court, $469,900 

12/15, 5 Moulton Ct., 5 room New Englander, 3 bed/2 bath, 
$165,000 

12/15, 42 Payne St., Springvale, 9 room New Englander, 4 bed/2.5 
bath, in-law suite, fenced yard, $201,000 

12/18, 46 North Ave., 3 unit Multi Family, off-street parking, back 
yard, $185,000 

12/18, 3 Shagbark Ln., 4 room Manufactured home, 55+ park, 2 car 
garage, $90,500 

12/18, 10 Island Ave., 3 unit Multi Family, separate utilities, fully 
rented, $215,000 

12/18, 10 Pebble Ln., 6 room Cape style condo, 3 bed/2 bath,     
garage, $228,000 
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admitted that the posted plan was outdated, and that his agency 
has not updated it because they are too busy managing the  
pandemic and vaccine distribution. 

Although Dr. Shah has made it clear that Maine will likely adopt 
whatever priorities the US CDC recommends for vaccine       
distribution, the US guidelines are somewhat vague, giving  
authorities in each state some leeway in devising their own 
schedules. For example, in Phase 1a, the US CDC includes health 
care workers in all fields and professions, and makes no        
determination of who among them should go first. In Maine, the 
first shipments of vaccine are so far being made available only 
to front line health care workers involved in direct patient care, 
including EMS professionals. Phase 1a also includes residents of 
long-term care facilities. 

Here in our community, full-time Sanford firefighters, who are 
all EMS certified, began receiving the first round of shots last 
week. They are part of a team administering the vaccine to   
other EMS personnel in York County. Pinnacle Health & Rehab 
has announced that employees and residents of their long-term 
care facility here will have their first Covid vaccine clinic on 
January 2. 

At the December 22 City Council meeting, City Manager Steven 
Buck asked Sanford and Springvale residents not to call the Fire 
Department with questions about when you can get vaccinated. 
They do not have that information. He said that more             
information will be coming soon as prioritizations evolve. 

The US CDC’s guidelines for Phase 1b includes two separate 
groups of people. Frontline essential workers such as fire    
fighters, police officers, corrections officers, food and              
agricultural workers, United States Postal Service workers, 
manufacturing workers, grocery store workers, public transit 
workers, and those who work in the educational sector 
(teachers, support staff, and daycare workers); and people aged 
75 years and older because they are at high risk of                   
hospitalization, illness, and death from COVID-19. 

In Phase 1c, the US CDC includes three more groups: People 
aged 65—74 years because they are at high risk of                  
hospitalization, illness, and death from COVID-19; people aged 
16—64 years with underlying medical conditions which          
increase the risk of serious, life-threatening complications from 
COVID-19; and other essential workers, such as people who 
work in transportation and logistics, food service, housing   
construction and finance, information technology,                  
communications, energy, law, media, public safety, and public 
health. 

A few more things to know: There is no timeline yet on when 
vaccines will be available beyond Phase 1a, and no federal 
guidelines yet for Phases 2 and 3. The vaccines are so far only 
approved for people age 16 and over. 

Covid….continued from page 1 
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Contact Liz at 205-9152 for more info. 

Arrests & Summonses 
12/15, 4:03am: High & Brompton Sts.: M/V stop: Arrested Dale E. 

Sanborn of Shapleigh: warrant 

12/15, 2:47pm: Prescott St.: Domestic disturbance: Arrested Kelli 

Worley of Sanford: domestic violence assault 

12/15, 5:29pm: Shaws Ridge Rd.: M/V stop: Summonsed Gage A. 

Cudiff of Sanford: attaching false plates, operating vehicle without  

license, violating condition of release. Arrested Warren Joseph Small 

of Sanford: warrant 

12/15, 10:35pm: Main St.: Intoxicated/incapacitated subj: Arrested 

Kimberley C. Verschoor of Sanford: operating under the influence 

12/16, 1:39pm: Main St. & Daigle Lane: M/V accident – property 

damage: Summonsed Russell E. Coughlin of Springvale: attaching 

false plates 

12/18, 3:03pm, Main St.: Serve warrant: Arrested Austin I. LeBlanc-

Vallee of Sanford: warrant 

12/19, 11:33am, Main St. & Kennebunk Rd.: M/V accident – property 

damage, personal injury – w/SFD,EMS: Summonsed Neal R. Colby of 

Sanford: leaving the scene of accident involving vehicle damage,  

driving to endanger 

12/19, 5:13pm, Main St. Springvale: Disturbance: Arrested Eugene 

Sperry of Springvale: Possession of firearm by prohibited person, 

reckless conduct 

12/20, 12:27pm, Lenox St.: Disturbance: Arrested Matthew Glen 

Howell of Sanford: violating condition of release 


