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On Saturday, November 21, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., Cub Scouts and alumni of Pack 355 held 
a dual event to help their community. Sunshine and warm weather greeted the Scouts as 
alumni of the Pack, Michael and Vincenzo, directed a drive-through food drive below the 
Gowen Park Gazebo. They were able to collect over 125 boxes of macaroni and cheese for 
the Sanford Backpack Program, and over 200 other non-perishable items which were       
donated to the Saint The re se Food Closet. 

Across the way, the Cub Scouts donned their neon green Pack shirts, orange safety vests, 
masks, and gloves, and after a quick Covid check-in, they received a trash bag and safety   
instructions. They set off as individual family groups to clean the park and trail area. There 
were 15 bags of trash collected, a rug, 2 car tires, a folding chair, a tent and some large    
pieces of metal. Service projects, such as these, are integral for the purposes of Cub Scouting. 
Character development, good citizenship, and friendly service are just some of the points 
covered on days like this. 

If you know a child in kindergarten through 5th grade who would like to join the adventure 
of Cub Scouting, Pack 355 is accepting applications for boys and girls. 

Email:  SanfordCubScoutPack355@gmail.com or text 651-2142 for more info. 

Your Maine Source for Information 

Cub Scouts Community Service Day 

Covid Update 
The number of cases of Covid-
19 in Sanford and Springvale 
jumped dramatically this 
week. With data as of          
November 29, there were 38 
new cases in Sanford and 5 in 
Springvale, for a total of 43 
new cases in our community. 
This is  nearly double the  
previous weekly record for 
new cases. 

The cumulative total of cases 
now stands at 240 in Sanford 
and 70 in Springvale, for a   
combined total of 310. 

There are now 472 active  
cases of Covid-19 in York 
County, as of December 2. 

The open outbreak              
investigations in the city    
include Sanford High School, 
the Newton Center, and the 
Goodall construction site. 

At his press briefing on 
Wednesday, Dr. Shah gave the 
definition of a “close contact.” 
A close contact is someone 
you have been within 6 feet of, 
for a total of 15 minutes or 
more, in a 24 hour period. 

New Self-Storage Facility Planned 

At its December 2 meeting, the Planning Board gave preliminary approval to Vacationland 
Storage, LLC, for a new self-storage facility to be built on Cyro Road, behind Tractor Supply. 

The construction will take place in three phases and is scheduled to begin in the spring. The 
first two phases will be accessed via a shared driveway with Tractor Supply off Cyro Road. 
When it is complete, there will be eleven typical one-story self storage buildings, plus a 
three-story building with climate-controlled storage, an elevator, and a sprinkler system. An 
additional driveway on Cyro Road will be constructed at that time. 

Vacationland Storage owns two other self-storage facilities in Berwick. 
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Community Calendar 

12/5 Free for All: Holiday Prelude with 
the Daponte String Quartet, SPAC / 
WSSR-TV 7:00 pm 

12/7 Red Cross Blood Drive, Nasson 
Community Center, 11:00 am—4:00 pm 

12/7 School Committee, Online, 6:00 
pm 

12/8 City Council, Online, 6:00 pm 

12/9 Red Cross Blood Drive, Preble 
Lodge #143, noon  -  5:00 pm 

12/9 Coping with Covid—Moving into 
Winter Maine Strong!, Online, 6:00 pm 

12/12 Free for All: the Mallett Brothers 
Band, SPAC / WSSR-TV, 7:00 pm 

View the complete Calendar at           
sanfordspringvalenews.com/events 

City Council 11/24 Meeting Summary 
At the Sanford City Council’s regular meeting on November 24, the following items were 
among those presented or discussed: 

Up to $200,000 in funding for the Preliminary Design Phase of downtown Sanford       
reconstruction, as outlined in the Planning Partnership Initiative study, was approved. The 
money will cover 50% of the design cost, with the other 50% to be paid by Maine DOT.     
Sanford’s share will come from engineering costs budgeted for other future road                 
construction projects, which may result in some of them being delayed. Public Works        
Director Matt Hill shared the Draft PPI report with the Council, and said the partnership with 
MEDOT on the design is the next step to moving the process forward. The construction is 
planned for 2024, and involves major work to the downtown to make it safer, more           
pedestrian-friendly and more attractive. It is expected to be a $10 million project with the 
bulk of the funding coming from the state. 

The purchase of protective net fencing for the baseball field at Benton Park was approved. 
Forenet, Inc. of Rhode Island was the low bidder at $19,526. The fencing will protect the 
planned “Tot Lot” playground from any stray balls. 

The Council voted unanimously to appoint Erin McMann as the next City Treasurer and Tax 
Collector, effective December 21. Paula Simpson, the current Treasurer/Tax Collector, is  
retiring after 28 years in the position. Ms. McMann has most recently been employed as the 
Assistant Treasurer of the City of Portland. 

Councilor Bob Stackpole gave a report on the Zoning Subcommittee meeting held the week 
prior. A proposal to hire outside contractors for mineral extraction inspections was           
discussed, but not approved. There was discussion of a proposal by Gold Rush Pawn to sell 
used cars. It was determined that the property owner had not followed through with the 
Planning Department, and he will be encouraged to do so. Development review fees were 
looked at, and determined to be revenue neutral, no change required. 

Mayor Tom Cote gave a report on the Property Subcommittee meeting. There was          
discussion of city-sponsored Christmas celebrations and it was determined that a parade and 
public tree lighting would not be held this year due to the pandemic. Councilor Ayn           
Hanselmann is working with others to develop alternative festivities. 

Councilor John Tuttle gave a report on the Public Safety Subcommittee meeting. Officer 
Eric Small gave an update on his work with Sanford’s homeless community. 

City Manager Steven Buck gave an update on the Covid-19 situation in York County vs. the 
state as a whole. He told the Council that an outbreak of ten cases at the Newton Center had 
just been announced. He also spoke about the vaccines, which are expected to be available       
beginning in December. Health care workers and first responders will receive the first round 
of the vaccine, so they will then be able to safely give vaccinations to others. The vaccine is 
expected to be in wide distribution by April.    …..continued on page 4 
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UU Church Wins Stuff the Bus Award 
This year’s Stuff the Bus Maine’s campaign was profoundly affected by Covid. They could not 
hold their usual supply donation drives at Walmart. In prior years, these drives accounted 
for 90 percent of Stuff the Bus Maine’s supplies collection, which is used to help an           
estimated 4,000 York County students. 

Wanda Parent, the organization’s Director, was contacted by the Strategies for a Stronger 
Sanford program, and encouraged to apply for a grant through the Sanford Unitarian       
Universalist Church’s Covid-19 relief fund. This fund was created to help organizations 
whose important work has been deeply affected by the global pandemic. 

Stuff the Bus Maine applied, and received a grant of $10,000. Ms. Parent described how this 
was a game changer for the program. “We went from not planning to do anything, to hand-
ing out over 400 backpacks, so far. We also purchased ukuleles for an entire 4th grade    
music class, whom because of Covid can’t do recorders or chorus this year. We are deeply 
grateful to the Sanford Unitarian Universalist Church for their generosity, and have chosen 
them as the recipient of the 2020 Stuff the Bus award! Congratulations, we can never ex-
press how much this gift has meant to our program and the children and teachers we help! 
It was the beginning of us raising $22,474 so far this year, which is amazing. We come from 
a caring and strong community that rises above even the challenges of a global Pandemic.” 

 

Holiday 

Happenings 

 

A “reverse parade” will be held at the 
Springvale Vet Center on        
Wednesday, December 16, from 5:30 
to 7:00 p.m. Veterans and their       
families are invited to drive through 
the canyon of lights to see Santa, Mrs. 
Claus and the Vet Center elves! 

The Sanford Christmas Lights map is 
growing by the day! If you have some 
awesome outdoor decorations to show 
off, sign up to have your address listed. 
The signup form, and map with all the 
locations marked are accessible at     
facebook.com/sanfordhollydaze. Brink 
Chiropractic Clinic and other local 
businesses are pitching in to award 
prizes to the top displays – but you 
have to be on the map to win!  

Kids anxious to send Santa their 
Christmas lists? Frannie’s Mini Donuts 
is helping him out this year, with a 
magical mailbox where kids can drop 
their letters, which will be forwarded 
on to Santa. If they include their      
address, he will try to reply before he 
sets out on his worldwide Christmas 
Eve journey. 

Frannie’s also has a giving tree for  
Caring Unlimited. Take a tag and 
bring back a gift to be entered into a 
drawing for an 8-pack of donuts every 
weekend next year. Caring Unlimited 
provides support and safe haven to 
women, their children, and men whose 
lives are affected by domestic abuse. 

Rolling Thunder needs donations of 
wreaths to decorate the graves at the 
Southern Maine Veterans Cemetery. 
If you can help, email 
Events@rollingthunderme1.org or call 
451-8304. 

Give the gift of wellness this holiday 
season!  Membership and programs 
offered at the YMCA are great gifts for 
all ages.  Gift certificates are available 
at the Welcome Center, stop in and 
purchase yours today to receive a cool 
sports pack package at no additional 
cost. For more information contact the 
Welcome Center at 207-324-4942. 

Snow Day Meals Distribution 
Free shelf stable meals for breakfast and lunch will be distributed in advance for potential 
school snow days, when in-person learning is canceled due to weather, but remote learning 
continues. The first distribution of shelf stable meals will occur after school on Monday, 
December 7 and Tuesday, December 8.  All enrolled students are eligible to receive two 
breakfasts, including cereal, juice, snack crackers and vanilla soy milk; and two lunches, 
including pre-packaged meal packs and chocolate soy milk. 

Meals for students in grades K-4 will be distributed only to parents.  Meals for students in 
grades 5-12 will be distributed to parents OR sent home with students.  Prior registration is 
required for participation. Please complete the form on the School Department website in 
its entirety for each enrolled student no later than Sunday, December 6.  Questions?  Please 
contact the School Nutrition Office at (207) 608-8762. 

Distribution sites and times are as follows: Carl J. Lamb School – Door #2 between 2:45-
4:00 pm; Lafayette School – Front Door between 2:45-4:00 pm; Margaret Chase Smith 
School – Door #3 between 2:45-4:00 pm; Sanford High School – Door #4 between 2:00-
3:00 pm OR sent home with students; Sanford Middle School – Front Door between 2:00-
3:00 pm OR sent home with students; Memorial Gym – Door #6 between 2:45-4:00 pm 
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News Notes 
Shawn Sullivan has just released his fast, funny and frightful 
first novel, “Strawberry Moon,” a werewolf tale set in Maine. 
It’s available in paperback and e-book versions on Amazon. 

Holy Family Church now has professional live streaming 
equipment. Masses will no longer be on Facebook, but will be 
streamed from the church’s website at https://
www.stthereseparishmaine.org/livestream. 

The book group is back at Springvale Library! Join Arlene 
Jackson for a 3-part series on Zoom in January, February, and 
March. Read the book of the month and join her for a well-
researched exploration of the story. The title for the January 
6 meeting is “The Guest List,” a murder mystery by Lucy   
Foley. Registration is required – email 
dbrown@springvalelibrary.org to register. 

As part of their 2020 commitment to social justice, Three  
Rivers Land Trust connected with youth activists in Sanford 
to find ways to work together. Their first step was to make a 
$500 donation to the winter coat drive the activists are  
working on, in conjunction with Black Lives Matter Maine. 
100 coats have already been distributed in Sanford, but many 
families are still in need. If you would like to join them in 
helping to keep our neighbors warm, contributions can go to 
BLM Maine's Venmo account, BLMME, or to its GoFundMe 
account (https://tinyurl.com/y4ltgt5g). 

Paul’s Market has finally reopened. Their new hours are 
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., seven days a week.  

Board & Committee Openings 
The City of Sanford has announced the 2021 openings for 
boards and committees: 

The Budget Committee has four openings (4), each for a one 
year term. 

The Planning Board has three openings (3), two for a 3 year 
term and one for a one year term to fill an unexpired seat. 

The Board of Appeals has two openings (2), each for a 3 
year term. 

The Board of Assessment Review has five openings (5), 
each for a 3 year term. 

The Design Review Committee has three openings (3), each 
for a 2 year term. 

The Sanford Housing Authority Board of Commissioners 
has two openings (2), each for a 3 year term. One (1) opening 
is for a tenant representative to fill an unexpired term ending 
12/31/2020.  One (1) opening is for a member at large. 

The Trails Development & Urban Forestry Committee has 
no limits on members or terms. 

The Historical Committee has no limits on members or 
terms. 

The committee descriptions and application can be found on 
the City website at sanfordmaine.org/boardscommittees. 

Applications are also available by contacting the City        
Manager’s office at 324-9173 or by email at                       
lkricketts@sanfordmaine.org. 

Please mail applications to: City of Sanford, Attn: Lorisa   
Ricketts, 919 Main St., Sanford, ME 04073 

The deadline to submit applications is Friday, December 18 
at 4:00 PM.  Appointments will be made January 5. 

 

A public hearing was held on a medical marijuana grower/
cultivator license for HighMark Farms, 72 Emery St., Unit 
203. There was no comment from the public or the Council. 
The license was approved. 

There was a second reading on amendments to the Industrial 
Reuse section of the Zoning Ordinance, and the Land Use 
Tables. Mr. Buck noted that the changes had been reviewed 
by various bodies on multiple occasions. The amendments 
were unanimously approved. 

City Council…….continued from page 2 


